
New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int. No. 0872-2024


Prime Sponsors:
Council Member Kamillah Hanks

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to creating an interagency task force on squatting
Submitted by:
Council Member Hanks

Justification:
Squatting in abandoned or unsecured properties presents serious concerns related to public safety, housing stability, property rights, and neighborhood conditions. These situations can expose occupants to hazardous conditions, strain emergency and sanitation services, and create challenges for property owners and surrounding communities. Currently, responses to squatting are often fragmented across multiple agencies, limiting coordination and timely resolution.
By establishing an interagency task force composed of the Police Department, Fire Department, Department of Housing Preservation and Development, Department of Homeless Services, Department of Sanitation, and other relevant city agencies, this bill promotes coordinated enforcement, improves communication among agencies, supports the placement of individuals into lawful housing, and ensures that abandoned properties are properly maintained and monitored to protect public safety and neighborhood quality of life.



