














 

 

February 2, 2026 
 
Senator James Sanders, Jr. 
New York State Senate, District 10 
Senator Patricia Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick 
New York State Senate, District 9 
Assemblymember Ari Brown 
New York State Assembly, District 20 
Assemblymember Kahleel Anderson 
New York State Assembly, District 31 
Assemblymember Stacey Pheffer-Amato 
New York State Assembly, District 23 
Councilmember Melissa Miller 
Hempstead Town Council, 3rd District 
Carrie Solages 
County Legislator 
Commissioner Amanda Lefton 
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
 
Dear Senators Sanders and Canzoneri‑Fitzpatrick, Assemblymembers Brown, Anderson, 
and Pheffer-Amato, Councilmember Miller, County Legislator Solages and 
Commissioner Lefton, 
 
I am writing on behalf of Queens Community Board #14 to urgently request that the 
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation deny the permit 
application submitted by Inwood Materials Terminal (IMT), a subsidiary of the Haugland 
Group. The operations of IMT have long posed a direct threat to the air quality, health, 
and overall wellbeing of the Far Rockaway community, particularly the residents of the 
Redfern Houses, located directly across the street from the facility. 
IMT has a documented history of operating without the legally required approvals. 
Haugland Group LLC, the owner and operator of IMT, recently appeared in Hempstead 
Criminal Court for violations of the Hempstead Building Zone Ordinance. The company 
has been running a construction waste recycling facility in a business district adjacent 
to residential areas without the necessary special permit. Under the Hempstead 
Ordinance, any facility storing building materials or processing construction debris in 
such a location must obtain a special permit and undergo a public hearing. Despite 
owning IMT since 2013, Haugland Group has never applied for this required permit. 
The environmental and health impacts of IMT’s operations are severe and 
well‑documented by residents. The facility uses machinery that pulverizes concrete, 
generating fine dust that is stored in openair piles. For decades, Redfern Houses 
residents have reported dark dust blowing onto their campus, coating playgrounds, 



  
 

  
 

cars, and outdoor spaces, and entering homes through windows and on clothing. 
Concrete dust contains silica, a known carcinogen and respiratory hazard. Long‑term 
exposure to airborne silica particles is associated with chronic respiratory illness, lung 
disease, and increased cancer risk. 
These conditions are unacceptable for any community, and they are especially 
troubling given the proximity of IMT to public housing and other residential areas. The 
recent passage of New York’s Environmental Justice siting law and updated waste 
management regulations reflects the State’s recognition of the disproportionate 
burdens placed on communities like Far Rockaway. IMT must now apply for and 
receive a permit from the Department of Environmental Conservation, something it has 
never been required to do before. This new process provides an essential opportunity 
for the State to evaluate the true impact of IMT’s operations on the surrounding 
community. 
Given the facility’s history of noncompliance, the documented health hazards, and the 
clear environmental justice implications, we strongly urge the Department of 
Environmental Conservation to deny IMT’s permit application. The residents of Redfern 
Houses and the broader Far Rockaway community deserve clean air, safe living 
conditions, and protection from industrial practices that place their health at risk. 
We respectfully request your support in ensuring that the State fully enforces its 
environmental justice commitments and prioritizes the wellbeing of the communities 
you represent. 
Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 Felicia Johnson, District Manager 
 Community Board #14-Queens 
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