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RESOLUTION NO. 746:
By Council Members Gentile, Recchia Jr., Brewer, Dickens, Fidler, Koppell, Mealy, Nelson, Sanders Jr., Sears, Weprin and White Jr.

SUBJECT:
Resolution designating the week of April 15 to April 21  to be known and celebrated as “Library Week” in New York City 


On Wednesday, April 11, 2007, the City Council’s Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries, and International Intergroup Relations, chaired by Council Member Domenic M. Recchia Jr., will hold a hearing on Resolution No. 746, which would designate the week of April 15 to April 21 as “Library Week” in New York City. A copy of Resolution No. 746 is attached. 


Resolution No. 746 would note that New York City’s first public library was created in 1895 by the merger of the private libraries of three wealthy New Yorkers. Resolution No. 746 would also indicate that since 1895, the City’s three library systems have emerged as some of the largest and most important libraries in the world and currently maintain 208 branches in all 5 boroughs, 4 central research libraries and well over 65 million books and other circulating items. Resolution No. 746 would also recognize that New York City’s library system hosts over 35 million visitors a year and serves New Yorkers through a wide variety of educational resources and programs, including adult literacy and an array of children’s programming.


Resolution No. 746 would further point out that since 1958, communities throughout the United States have celebrated National Library week with special programming and events aimed at encouraging people to use public libraries and to thank the countless librarians, volunteers and other library staff who play such vital roles in the intellectual life of the country. Resolution No. 746 would go on to note that New York City’s enormous library system has a deep reach into all of the City’s communities and is especially deserving of praise.


Resolution No. 746 would recognize that libraries have served as the great storehouses of knowledge and learning throughout the centuries, providing access to literature and education to all people. Additionally, Resolution No. 746 would acknowledge that New York City’s three public library systems are beloved community institutions that allow access to an astounding wealth and variety of literature and educational resources and are vital to the quality of life and intellectual vitality of the City.


Finally, Resolution No. 746 would state that the Council of the City of New York designates the week of April 15 to April 21  to be known and celebrated as “Library Week” in New York City.

