          1

          2  CITY COUNCIL

          3

             CITY OF NEW YORK

          4

             -------------------------------x

          5

             THE TRANSCRIPT OF THE MINUTES

          6

                       of the

          7

             COMMITTEE ON PARKS, RECREATION,

          8  CULTURAL AFFAIRS AND INTERNATIONAL

             INTERGROUP RELATIONS

          9

             -------------------------------x

         10

         11                 February 23, 1999

                            Start:  1:05 p.m.

         12                 Recess: 1:50 p.m.

         13                 City Hall

                            Council Chambers

         14                 New York, New York

         15

                  B E F O R E:

         16

                         WENDELL FOSTER

         17                                Chairperson,

         18

                         COUNCIL MEMBERS:   Kenneth Fisher

         19                                 Annette Robinson

                                            Madeline Provenzano

         20                                 Andrew Eristoff

                                            Martin Golden

         21                                 Stephen DiBrienza

         22

         23

         24       LEGAL-EASE COURT REPORTING SERVICES, INC.

                         217 Broadway -  Suite 511

         25              New York, New York 10007

                              (800) 756-3410

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            2

          1

          2  A P P E A R A N C E S

          3

             Robert F. Nolan

          4

             James Nolan

          5

             John A. Fratta

          6  District Manager

             Community Board 11

          7

             Carlos Cuevas

          8  NYC Clerk

          9  Brian Dugan

         10  Patricia Curtin

         11  Judy Joice

         12

         13

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

         25

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            3

          1  COMMITTEE ON PARKS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Good afternoon,

          3  ladies and gentlemen. The agenda for today's hearing

          4  of the Committee on Parks, Recreation, Cultural

          5  Affairs and International Intergroup Relations

          6  includes three proposed local laws:

          7                 Intro. No. 473, by Council Member

          8  DiBrienza and 22 others, would add, through the

          9  posting of an addition sign, the name Eileen C.

         10  Dugan Boulevard/Smith Street, to Smith Street

         11  between Douglass Street and 9th Street in Brooklyn.

         12                 Intro. No. 474, by Council Members

         13  Freed, Lopez and Quinn, would add, through the

         14  posting of an additional sign, the name Wes Joice

         15  Corner at the northeast corner of 7th Avenue and

         16  Christopher Street in Manhattan.

         17                 Intro. No. 483, by Council Members

         18  Provenzano, myself and ten others would add, through

         19  the posting of an additional sign, the name Judge

         20  Benjamin F. Nolan Way, on Williamsbridge Road

         21  between Pelham Parkway South and Morris Park Avenue

         22  in the Bronx.

         23                 May I welcome you here this afternoon

         24  and let me identify some of our colleagues for you.

         25                 First of all, to my right, I have to
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          2  take those men who make us look good first, my

          3  counsel who will get me out of trouble in the event

          4  my big mouth should put me into it, getting me into

          5  trouble, and if he can't do it, Frank Neely will

          6  take some of his mattress money to do so.

          7                 And then to my left is Louis Carver,

          8  Andrew Eristoff. And what is the baby's name,

          9  Andrew?

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ERISTOFF: George.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you.

         12  Congratulations to mother and George. And next to

         13  him is Council Member Provenzano from the Borough of

         14  the Bronx.

         15                 And to my immediate left is Council

         16  Member DiBrienza. It is unfortunate that everyone

         17  can't be from the Bronx, he is from Brooklyn.

         18                 Madeline, you wanted yours to go

         19  first?

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Okay, then the

         22  first item is the Judge Benjamin F. Nolan Way. And I

         23  may say that I knew the Judge quite well, and

         24  thought I knew all of the members of his family,

         25  accept I met one this morning that I didn't know,
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          2  and the one that I didn't know is close to my size

          3  and I can outrun him, but the new one I met this

          4  morning has long legs so I have got to be kind.

          5                 Those persons desirous of speaking --

          6  Madeline, why don't you open it up. Put your mic on,

          7  please.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: It is

          9  really a pleasure to be a sponsor of this bill. I

         10  really only knew the judge slightly, although he

         11  lived not too far from me, but I know his family,

         12  particularly Bob, very well.

         13                 I read the bio, and I have to say I

         14  was really very impressed. There are things in this

         15  bio that I did not know. And reading it, what kind

         16  of hits me is that Ben Nolan, as I think most of us

         17  knew him as, was really a man for all seasons. He

         18  was the son of immigrants, he became an attorney, he

         19  attended night school, served his country, very

         20  proudly, I might add. He was an active community

         21  resident. I did not know that he was president of

         22  the Van Nest, was really very active in the

         23  community, which is part of my Council district,

         24  worked very hard, appointed as Civil Court Judge,

         25  and he really led a full and committed life. He
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          2  worked for his community, loved his community, was

          3  very involved in it.

          4                 So I think this honor that we bestow

          5  on him today is very well deserved and I know his

          6  family is very proud of him and very proud of the

          7  legacy that he left. So, it is my honor to be able

          8  to introduce this bill today.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you very

         10  much, Councilwoman.

         11                 The Borough President sent in a note

         12  that I failed to read. Intro. 403, Judge Benjamin F.

         13  Nolan Way, was initiated at my request, and I would

         14  appreciate your assistance in indicating that it was

         15  introduced on my behalf.

         16                 That is the Borough President cannot

         17  introduce anything, therefore he conveyed it to

         18  Madeline, which means that she is really the lead

         19  person, all right? So we will give her the honor of

         20  initiating this.

         21                 Thank you very much. Robert Nolan and

         22  James Nolan, do both of you fellows care to say

         23  something? Or anyone else? I only have two people to

         24  speak, is there another name? Give me another name,

         25  please.
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          2                 Bob, you are going to begin? Would

          3  you please identify yourself for the record. This is

          4  being electronically recorded and therefore we have

          5  to ask you to identify yourself.

          6                 MR. NOLAN: Good afternoon, Mr.

          7  Chairman.

          8                 My name is Robert F. Nolan, Deputy

          9  Director of Intergovernmental Affairs for Fernando

         10  Ferrer, President of the Borough of the Bronx and a

         11  20-year veteran of that office.

         12                 I am also the older son of Judge

         13  Benjamin F. Nolan and will be speaking today in the

         14  dual capacity.

         15                 On behalf of my family and all of the

         16  friends of dad's, I would like to express our

         17  appreciation to the prime sponsor, Council Member

         18  Madeline Provenzano, as well as co-sponsors, Council

         19  Members Carrion, Cruz, Eisland, Foster, Rivera,

         20  Warden, Golden, O'Donovan, Robinson and Sabini, for

         21  introducing this legislation at the request of Bronx

         22  Borough President Fernando Ferrer.

         23                 The task of keeping alive the best of

         24  the accomplishments of New York's sons and daughters

         25  is a vital one. It provides a compass point for
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          2  future generations to steer by. It allows us to

          3  appreciate and hopefully to strive to emulate the

          4  exceptional merits of our predecessors.

          5                 The life of Judge Benjamin F. Nolan

          6  was an extraordinary tribute to the concepts of

          7  civic duty and distinguished accomplishments on

          8  behalf of the greater good.

          9                 His personal journey, beginning with

         10  birth, immigrant parents and culminating in an

         11  ascension to a position of universal respect and

         12  admiration throughout our City, is a portrayal of

         13  the highest attributes New Yorkers can attain.

         14                 Dad's first achievements on behalf of

         15  the nation, the ideals he cherished actually began

         16  far from the borders of our five boroughs. In the

         17  midst of the great trial of the second world war, he

         18  placed his life on the line of defense of liberty,

         19  winning four battle stars. His courage was matched

         20  by ability and he rose to the ranks to serve as a

         21  first lieutenant in the United States Army.

         22                 Victory was reached in the battle but

         23  Dad chose to continue his path of dedication to his

         24  community by graduating from St. John's Law School

         25  at night, where he served on a law review and then
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          2  one of his first appointments was am Assistant

          3  United States District Attorney for the Southern

          4  District of New York.

          5                 During the fifties he also took on

          6  positions as chief counsel for the State

          7  Commissioner of Investigation, counsel to the

          8  American Federation of Government Employees, and was

          9  elected a district leader in the East Bronx in 1965,

         10  which he served through 1971.

         11                 Despite the successes already

         12  attained in the field of war and the courts of law,

         13  dad became a major force for this community in many

         14  other ways as well. He served as founder and

         15  president of Van Nest Little League and president of

         16  Van Nest Civic Association and Bronx Heights Civic

         17  Association. His private efforts brought about

         18  significant public victories as well.

         19                 As a private attorney, for example,

         20  he was successful in defeating the effort to place a

         21  service station on the site of the present Loreto

         22  Park. This happens to be a park right in the center

         23  of where we live and where Council Member Provenzano

         24  represents and it is a park she knows well, having

         25  fought for many years as chief of staff to Council
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          2  Member DeMarco for funds for Loreto Park. And as it

          3  turned out, we would not have that park for the

          4  Morris Park Community if it wasn't for dad's efforts

          5  at the Board of Standards and Appeals when he

          6  defeated an effort to put a gas station on that

          7  location.

          8                 In addition to that, as a private

          9  attorney he was successful representing tens of

         10  thousands of home owners, when he challenged the

         11  City's unfair tax and the Conner Street sewer

         12  assessment case which was successful in Supreme

         13  Court and the Appellate Division.

         14                 He was an outstanding citizen and

         15  wonderful father who was first appointed to the

         16  bench in 1971, subsequently elected in '72 and

         17  re-elected in 1982, for the full ten-year terms.

         18                 In the early eighties he was elevated

         19  to acting justice of the Supreme Court and served as

         20  the administrative judge of the Bronx Civil Court

         21  and Housing Courts until his retirement in 1987.

         22                 He advocated strongly for the

         23  construction of a new Housing Court, which we have

         24  open in the Bronx and have had for the previous two

         25  years.
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          2                 Through training courses and monthly

          3  seminars, he improved the professionalism and

          4  quality of those key portions of our judicial

          5  system.

          6                 At a time when most people have

          7  retired, dad continued his public service as a

          8  judicial hearing officer, and member of the City

          9  Council Redistricting Commission.

         10                 As a Commissioner he worked closely

         11  with Speaker Peter Vallone to ensure that the new

         12  Council lines complied with the Voting Rights Act

         13  while maintaining the integrity of the City's

         14  neighborhoods.

         15                 Our City was most fortunate in having

         16  been the home of this wonderful citizen and

         17  wonderful father, and it is our duty to preserve and

         18  continue his profound legacy by memorializing his

         19  name and, therefore, his example through the

         20  establishment of Judge Benjamin F. Nolan Way.

         21                 I urge the members of this City

         22  Council Committee to approve Intro. 483, and would

         23  like to also thank the Community Board present

         24  today, John Fratta is the District Manager, for

         25  approving this resolution last June unanimously, and
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          2  Mr. Fratta, when he has his opportunity, will speak

          3  about the community perspective.

          4                 Mr. Chairman, thank you very much.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: May I thank you

          6  for your comments. As you know, I knew your dad

          7  quite well and I was very fond of him. In fact, if

          8  you recall I was at the wake, and at the funeral for

          9  him.

         10                 The brother that I did not know,

         11  would you identify yourself. I am sure that is my

         12  loss, not yours.

         13                 MR. J. NOLAN: Chairman Foster,

         14  members of the Committee on Parks, Recreation and

         15  Cultural Affairs and International Intergroup

         16  Relations, my name is James Nolan, and I have the

         17  honor to be one of the sons of the late Judge

         18  Benjamin F. Nolan.

         19                 Some of you may remember my father

         20  from his service here as Commissioner from the Bronx

         21  in the redistricting sessions that occurred a few

         22  years ago. The residents of his community, however,

         23  remember him as the founder and president of the Van

         24  Nest Little League, the president of the American

         25  Legion, a member of the Bronx County Bar
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          2  Association, a member of the Ancient Order of

          3  Hibernians, a member of the Knights of Columbus, a

          4  member of the National Association for the

          5  Advancement of Colored People, a member of the

          6  National Council of Jewish Women and many other

          7  organizations within our neighborhood, our City and

          8  our state. I remember him as a soldier who served

          9  his country overseas, and as a practicing attorney

         10  and as a loving father who served his family.

         11                 My father was a man who reached out

         12  and touched all members of our community, and was in

         13  turn embraced by all whom he served. It is these

         14  activities that we are here today.

         15                 In recognition of these achievements,

         16  he was twice elected to the Civil Court by the

         17  constituents of his district within the Bronx.

         18  During his tenure as a Civil Court judge, he was

         19  recognized by his peers and distinguished and

         20  designated as a Supreme Court Judge. In addition to

         21  these responsibilities he found time to chair the

         22  monthly seminars for the Housing Court judges,

         23  keeping them up to date on the constantly changing

         24  nuances of law that occurred daily in our Housing

         25  Courts.
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          2                 My father was a man of vision and

          3  fortitude who dedicated his entire life to God, to

          4  his community and to his country. It is fitting that

          5  we recognize him in some small way.

          6                 I ask this Committee to recommend

          7  passage of the bill designating Williamsbridge Road

          8  in the Bronx as Judge Benjamin F. Nolan Way.

          9                 I request this so that others who

         10  follow in his footsteps will see that their

         11  community recognizes the achievements of those who

         12  give of themselves for the sake of the whole.

         13                 Thank you very much.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you very

         15  much, Mr. Nolan.

         16                 Do you have another? I don't have a

         17  name, so identify yourself for the record, please.

         18                 MR. FRATTA: Good afternoon. My name

         19  is John Fratta. I am District Manager of Community

         20  Board 11 in the Bronx.

         21                 I am very proud to stand here today

         22  in support of renaming Williamsbridge Road from

         23  Pelham Parkway South to Morris Park Avenue in honor

         24  of Judge Benjamin Nolan Way.

         25                 Judge Nolan's reputation in our

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            15

          1  COMMITTEE ON PARKS

          2  district, especially the Morris Park community, is

          3  legendary. He has spent his entire life giving to

          4  others and fighting the good fights for the

          5  betterment of our community.

          6                 Whether it was providing legal

          7  assistance for a resident pro bono or leading the

          8  charge to right or wrong, you could always depend

          9  upon the judge. In addition to this he has also

         10  represented the four churches in Morris Park and the

         11  Morris Park Hebrew Center pro bono.

         12                 He was a tireless fighter and a

         13  person of impeccable integrity. Community was what

         14  he strived for, and the Morris Park Community was

         15  what he held close to his heart, second only to his

         16  family.

         17                 This is why when this renaming was

         18  proposed at our community board, it passed

         19  unanimously, with just about every member wanting to

         20  second the motion. Myself and the members of

         21  Community Board 11 urge you to approve this

         22  recommendation.

         23                 Thank you.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Mr. Chairman, you

         25  are doing a good job, and we also appreciate you
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          2  being here -- Mr. District Manager, rather. And in

          3  addition to the three of you, the clerk is here and

          4  we would simply like you to come over and identify

          5  yourself for the record and say whether you are

          6  opposed or in favor. And if you are opposed, jump

          7  out the window. Someone said don't do it, there is

          8  too much paperwork involved to jump out.

          9                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Mr. Chairman, my

         10  name is Carlos Cuevas, I am the City Clerk, Clerk of

         11  the Council. For me it is an honor and privilege to

         12  be here. I knew Judge Nolan during the time that I

         13  was Deputy Borough President of the Bronx.

         14                 During that time, Judge Nolan was

         15  always there for the kids. He was always there for

         16  the little league, he was always there for his

         17  community, and I can think of no greater honor than

         18  his two sons who I am certainly very friendly with,

         19  they are the epitome of what he stood for.

         20                 Thank you very much.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Now you see how

         22  much we would have missed had you not testified?

         23  Thank you very much.

         24                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Thank you, sir.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you,
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          2  gentlemen. We will move on that shortly.

          3                 Excuse me one moment, please.

          4                 (Off the record.)

          5                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Council Member

          6  DiBrienza.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Thank you,

          8  Mr. Chairman.

          9                 As you know, for about 12 of the 14

         10  or so years that I have been here I was a member of

         11  this Committee, and I have always believed that the

         12  work we do is important when it comes to oversight,

         13  when it comes to protecting our parks, playgrounds

         14  and yards, when it comes to open space, when it

         15  comes to libraries and cultural institutions. But

         16  that there is another part of our work that is

         17  sometimes misunderstood and that is when we come

         18  together to act as a Committee first and then a

         19  Council and then an Administration and ultimately a

         20  City to recognize and honor people who have

         21  accomplished, who have given, who have provided this

         22  City with inspiration in so many different ways, you

         23  know it is always very important to the people who

         24  know the person that we choose to honor and it is

         25  not always so clear to everyone else. But over the
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          2  years there have been several times when, and I know

          3  it happens to all of us and for all of us, when we

          4  introduce legislation, not to just support the

          5  community, or the community board or the community

          6  at large, which is important, but because we

          7  personally were part of the person's, who we choose

          8  to honor, part of that person's life. That is the

          9  case here today. It was a moment ago when you

         10  explained how you knew and were personally familiar

         11  with and knew the judge; well, it happens for me

         12  today, as well as virtually all the members of the

         13  Brooklyn Delegation, including my colleague and

         14  member of this Committee, Councilman Ken Fisher, and

         15  that is with Intro. 473, which is a bill that I have

         16  introduced which would honor Eileen Dugan, Eileen C.

         17  Dugan, who was, and I know you knew her as well, Mr.

         18  Chairman, an Assemblywoman from my Brooklyn

         19  District. We began together, in my political life

         20  began not quite the same time as hers, as she is a

         21  lifetime resident to Carroll Gardens, founder of a

         22  local civic organization that exists to this day

         23  which has literally helped change the face of that

         24  community, a founder of the local independent

         25  democratic organization which exists until this day,
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          2  a former district leader, and then in 1980, when

          3  then Assemblyman Michael Pesche left to become a

          4  Civil Court judge, now a Supreme Court judge, in

          5  fact the Administrative Judge of the County of

          6  Kings, Supreme Court, Eileen ran for the Assembly

          7  and I ran with her actually as District Leader. I am

          8  fond of pointing out that when we were elected there

          9  were all kinds of stories about how a lot of young

         10  folks were getting into office, I am not so sure

         11  that is true anymore but 1980 it was, but she served

         12  wonderfully well and effectively up in Albany as an

         13  Assemblywoman.

         14                 After only five years in the Assembly

         15  she became the first woman ever to serve on the Ways

         16  and Means Committee, which we all know is one of the

         17  most powerful communities in Albany. She was

         18  Chairperson of the Economic Development Job Creation

         19  and Industry Committee, a member of several other

         20  committees, she was one of the leaders of the

         21  Democratic Assembly Campaign Committee, commonly

         22  referred to as DACC, and as much as she became a

         23  power in Albany, in the best sense of that word,

         24  what she really was was a local official, a person

         25  who probably knew, you know, as many people as she
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          2  possibly could have known in her community from her

          3  local church, St. Mary's Star of the Sea, to her

          4  family, some of whom are here today, who reside in

          5  and around the community, and now in the greater

          6  environment of our City and surrounding counties, to

          7  the seniors of the local senior center, to the

          8  workers who work on our waterfront, which as you

          9  know is, this district is home to what is left of

         10  the working waterfront of Brooklyn, and local 1814,

         11  to the thousands upon countless thousands of folks

         12  who just would come in and out of the district

         13  office, in and out of, you know, if not a district

         14  office, the supermarket, the butcher, the fish

         15  store, she was shopping alongside of her extended

         16  family in that sense, her constituents.

         17                 In any event, I thought a lot about

         18  what we could do and what it is we do, and you know,

         19  when we do these namings, and I said, well, you

         20  know, some may look at this and say, why don't you

         21  find a building, why don't you find something that

         22  might appear bigger, but let me just tell you a

         23  moment why this is the right thing to do.

         24                 This is literally a street that has

         25  changed, you know, this portion of Carroll Gardens
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          2  is Smith Street, it cuts right through the community

          3  and the park and the playground and the local school

          4  board. It has been revitalized. It is the center of

          5  more and more activity. In a way, I would like to

          6  think it is symbolic of the years that Eileen spent

          7  there, changing, you know, being at the heart of the

          8  change of Carroll Gardens and of the lives of the

          9  folks who live in and around Cobble Hill, Carroll

         10  Gardens, Brooklyn Heights and all of the communities

         11  of her 52nd Assembly District, because that is how

         12  important a person she was in this community, in

         13  this community at large, in this district. It went

         14  well beyond being, as I say, just an assembly

         15  member.

         16                 And, so, for example, this street,

         17  when I thought about it, I knew I couldn't add an

         18  honorary sign, I knew that was not right, that we

         19  have to literally change the face of Smith Street as

         20  it has been changed already because she changed the

         21  face of this 52nd Assembly District forever. And so,

         22  we will call it Eileen C. Dugan Boulevard. It will

         23  pass by the church that she worshipped at, the home

         24  that she grew up in, the home her brother lives in,

         25  the community office that she had, the park that we
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          2  helped renovate and the street itself that was

          3  subject of a major battle many years ago to have

          4  rebuilt.

          5                 So, I could not think of a more

          6  appropriate physical location, and for those who

          7  missed the symbolism, and that rare person who

          8  didn't know Eileen, I think she would have been

          9  appreciative and happy about this choice.

         10                 So, that is why we are here, the

         11  entire Brooklyn Delegation has signed on as prime

         12  co-sponsors, as have many, many of our colleagues.

         13  There are two members of the family who are here

         14  joining us, her sister Patricia Curtain and her

         15  brother Brian Dugan, she has another brother who

         16  couldn't make it today, but between now and the time

         17  I hope we pass, the Council passes and the Mayor

         18  signs this, I think more of the family members will

         19  participate and then we are going to do the ceremony

         20  back in the district, in which I know everyone, you

         21  know, in their own areas are familiar with it.

         22                 So, I want to thank you for

         23  scheduling this in a sense somewhat out of turn and

         24  for accommodating my desire of having this

         25  completed.
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          2                 So, thank you, Mr. Chair.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you very

          4  much for your presentation.

          5                 Council Member Golden.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Thank you, Mr.

          7  Chair.

          8                 I just wanted to say that I

          9  personally knew Eileen Dugan. I worked with Eileen

         10  Dugan as a community activist in the community

         11  before I was elected to office, and when Eileen came

         12  into the room, you knew Eileen was in that room. And

         13  she was a definite good woman, she had a good moral

         14  background, a good upstanding person, and I was

         15  happy to work with her and I know the family as

         16  well.

         17                 And Steve, this is a great tribute to

         18  Eileen, and I am glad you are going forward with it.

         19  Eileen would be proud of it.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: I would like to

         22  ask you, though, first of all, how do you feel about

         23  just the name Eileen Dugan, or whether you feel

         24  strongly about Assemblywoman Eileen Dugan? I

         25  understand that we are trying to figure out how we
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          2  can do that today. I think based upon the

          3  information I have from my Counsel right now, and he

          4  is looking at me, if I am mistaken he is going to

          5  hit me, but we cannot change, put the Assemblywoman

          6  there today; is that right?

          7                 MR. PERS: I think it is more than a

          8  technical correction. We would have to discuss that

          9  with the Counsel to the Speaker.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: All right.

         11                 MS. CURTIN: I would prefer it to stay

         12  the way it is.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: All right, fine.

         14  You don't want the Assemblywoman, just the name.

         15  Okay, thank you.

         16                 You see, that is the confidence the

         17  family shows in that community, that everyone knew

         18  what she was there for anyway.

         19                 Before I hear from you, Ken, did you

         20  have anything to say?

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Only, Mr.

         22  Chairman, that I had stepped out of the room for a

         23  moment and I walked back in to hear my colleague and

         24  neighbor, Council Member DiBrienza, describing

         25  someone who was an inspiration to young people, who

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            25

          1  COMMITTEE ON PARKS

          2  cared about seniors, who had fought political

          3  battles from one end of town to another, and who is

          4  dearly missed and I realize he had to have been

          5  talking about my former Assemblywoman and my friend

          6  the late Eileen Dugan, and I just wanted to echo his

          7  remarks. If it didn't interfere with moving this

          8  forward expeditiously, I would offer a friendly

          9  amendment to extend the designation all the way to

         10  Court Street, because I don't want people in Cobble

         11  Hill or Carroll Gardens to think that those of us

         12  who live in Brooklyn Heights didn't appreciate her

         13  also, but given I think the close relationship, the

         14  particular unique relationship that she had with

         15  Steve, of course I will defer to him on this, but we

         16  miss her dearly and think of her often.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Council member,

         18  if you and Steve can get together on that, let's

         19  talk about it again, because we have done it before,

         20  we have had to come back and redo something again,

         21  and then you can talk to the family also.

         22                 Council Member Robinson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Thank you

         24  very much, Chairman Foster. I, too, would like to

         25  add my voice to this Intro. in support of Eileen
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          2  Dugan who I knew for several years as a Brooklyn

          3  advocate.

          4                 And also, when I went to work for

          5  Comptroller Harrison Golden I was told that she was

          6  my predecessor in the Office of the Comptroller, and

          7  so, therefore -- and Eileen from time to time would

          8  come back to the office and we would have the

          9  opportunity to talk about the job. So, I, too, would

         10  like to add my voice in support of the expansion

         11  that Council Member Fisher requested in the

         12  amendment, and just say that she is due.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: All right, Ms.

         15  Curtin, would you like to speak?

         16                 MS. CURTIN: My brother can speak

         17  first, I would defer it.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: My sister has

         19  never deferred to me.

         20                 All right, Mr. Dugan, would you

         21  please?

         22                 MR. DUGAN: Yes. My name is Brian

         23  Dugan. Chairman Foster and members of the Council, I

         24  am very pleased to be here today and I thank you

         25  very much for the opportunity to be here. I would
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          2  especially like to thank Council Member Steve

          3  DiBrienza, who was very much a protege and very

          4  close friend of Eileen's for most of her adult life

          5  and I think I can summarize Eileen's public and

          6  private life because they were very much one in the

          7  same.

          8                 She was a giving, caring and lived

          9  her life for her community, for her borough, for her

         10  City, her state, her country, and it was really put

         11  into focus in her last days how much of an impact

         12  that she had on so many people in the community, it

         13  was from state and local officials to Joe the pizza

         14  man to little old ladies, whoever it was that needed

         15  a hand, Eileen always seemed to be accessible to,

         16  willing, understanding and able to assist.

         17                 We would like to certainly add the

         18  voice of the family to this resolution and thank the

         19  members for the support that hopefully will be given

         20  to this proposal.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you very

         22  much.

         23                 Now, you have had two suggestions

         24  made this afternoon, and when the Council members

         25  conferred themselves on it, and then they bring it
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          2  before you, if there is anything that we need to do

          3  later to make some changes, we would be glad to do

          4  so.

          5                 MR. DUGAN: We appreciate that.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you very

          7  much.

          8                 I simply want to clarify one thing.

          9  When the Council Member mentioned that she was

         10  elected at the time he was elected, they mentioned

         11  youth coming in to government, for the record, I

         12  want you to know they were referring to her, not the

         13  Council member.

         14                 All right, thank you very much.

         15                 All right. We are going to vote

         16  shortly. On yesterday we had a new member sworn in

         17  by the name of Quinn, and so she has her name on the

         18  last intro, Intro. No. 474, in relation to a street

         19  named Wes Joice Corner, Borough of Manhattan.

         20                 The legislation would add, through

         21  the posting of an additional sign, the name Wes

         22  Joice Corner at the northeast corner of 7th Avenue

         23  and Christopher Street.

         24                 Ms. Joice, will you come now and tell

         25  us about this. You just take a seat and the Sergeant
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          2  will take that.

          3                 Thank you very much for coming. Thank

          4  you.

          5                 MS. JOICE: Hi. My name is Judy Joice,

          6  and I am here to speak on Intro. 474, which is Wes

          7  Joice Corner. Wes was my dearly beloved husband, and

          8  I was a little nervous about coming to speak to you

          9  today, so if it is okay, I am going to read the

         10  letter that I addressed to you.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: All right. Thank

         12  you.

         13                 MS. JOICE: Dear Chairman Foster and

         14  Council Members Robinson and Fisher, Provenzano,

         15  Golden, Eristoff, thank you very much for giving me

         16  your ear today.

         17                 Thank you for hearing Intro. 474

         18  concerning a street sign in my husband's honor, Wes

         19  Joice Corner.

         20                 Wes Joice, a decorated veteran of the

         21  Korean War, a former New York City policeman, a

         22  world class sailor who crossed the Atlantic on a 40

         23  foot boat, died on June 6th, 1997. He built the

         24  Lion's Head Restaurant in Greenwich Village in 1966

         25  and operated it for 28 years. There he created a
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          2  legendary literary establishment for New York City.

          3  References to "The Head" as it was affectionately

          4  referred to by many, appear in publications

          5  throughout the world, as a distinguished literary

          6  salon, Wes its owlish saloon keeper.

          7                 Joel Oppheimer, the all lower case

          8  Village Voice poet, called his place the most

          9  intellectual bar in America. The walls were

         10  decorated with the book jackets of New York's most

         11  renowned writers, journalists and chroniclers. It

         12  was considered a point of honor and success to see

         13  your newly published book jacket on the walls of

         14  Wes' place. Such established writers MacArthur Award

         15  fellow Stanley Crouch, Pulitzer Prize winners Frank

         16  McCourt, Lanford Wilson and the late Mike McAlary,

         17  Fred Exley and Edward Hoagland, were among the

         18  literati who conversed there.

         19                 Many made their initial contacts with

         20  their future agent or publisher through Wes'

         21  introduction. It truly was a center, a meeting place

         22  for people to further their careers, to be

         23  recognized for their accomplishments.

         24                 Wes also played an important role in

         25  other historic New York events. The Lion's Head
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          2  became a center for a lot of political activity in

          3  New York City. It was at the Lion's Head roundtable

          4  that he and Pete Hamill helped convinced Robert

          5  Kennedy to run for office, it was also the spot for

          6  the Village independent democrats to come after

          7  their meetings. The Norman Mailer/Jimmy Breslin

          8  campaign to make New York City a state, if anybody

          9  here remembers when they did that, was run out of

         10  the back room of Wes' Lion's Head.

         11                 It was the unofficial meeting place

         12  for the Bella Abzug campaign. Mayor Koch had often

         13  had lunch at "The Head", with then Borough

         14  Presidents Messinger, Ferrer or Shulman in the

         15  eighties. It was also where the Clancy Brothers held

         16  their post concert song fest on St. Patrick's Day

         17  and Bob Dylan stopped by to sing in the back room.

         18                 All of these events came about in the

         19  Lion's Head because of who Wes was as a man. His

         20  intellect, his caring, his charm, his wit, and his

         21  openness in supporting the arts and the artists of

         22  that time and he did this financially and in many

         23  other ways, made striving writers, musicians and

         24  artists flock to him. It was not the physical

         25  facility that attracted them, it was Wes.
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          2                 I have given you a packet of

          3  published articles about Wes and the Lion's Head for

          4  your perusal.  You will see in there some articles

          5  about the various fundraisers held by Wes for the

          6  newspaper reporters when they were on strike, never

          7  taking any money to cover his own costs. I remember

          8  one was for the Daily News workers for their

          9  hospital fund, and Wes raised $15,000 there, gave

         10  the entire thing to the striking workers at the

         11  time. There were celebrations where the tabloids

         12  were changing ownership and last minute deadlines

         13  decided the fate of New York City's top reporters.

         14                 Please help me honor a man who was

         15  loved by the Greenwich Village and New York

         16  community that he so loved, a man who embodied the

         17  spirit, the courage that is a symbol of New York

         18  City's fearless and embracing attitude toward

         19  creativity, a man of uncommon goodness and

         20  integrity.

         21                 Sincerely, his loving wife.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Something tells

         23  me that you loved that man.

         24                 MS. JOICE: Yes, I did.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: I bet you still
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          2  do.

          3                 MS. JOICE: Very much so.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Being a person

          5  who attempts every day to live by the words of the

          6  Holy Bible, I am reminded of the 17th Psalm that

          7  says "I shall not die but I shall live".

          8                 MS. JOICE: Well, he will live

          9  forever.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: God bless.

         11                 MS. JOICE: And thank you for reading

         12  this.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Since I am not a

         14  drinking man, I never had the chance to meet him.

         15  You almost make me wish I had been a drinking man.

         16                 Thank you very much.

         17                 Council members, any questions?

         18  Anything to say on this?

         19                 All right, let us have a roll call.

         20                 May I say to all of you who came this

         21  morning, thank you very much for coming. We usually

         22  have a larger crowd and we didn't have much time to

         23  advertise this hearing. I wish to thank our Counsel

         24  Mr. Pers for helping me in expediting this hearing

         25  this morning.
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          2                 Council members, anything else?

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Yes. Mr.

          4  Chairman, with the consent of the prime sponsor

          5  offering two friendly amendments to the Intro. 473,

          6  the first of those would be to insert the

          7  abbreviation Hon., short for Honorable, for Eileen

          8  C. Dugan; and secondly would be to delete Douglass

          9  Street as the boundary of Eileen C. Dugan

         10  Boulevard/Smith Street and to substitute Atlantic

         11  Avenue in its place.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: All right.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ERISTOFF: Just a brief

         14  question. I thought I heard Mrs. Dugan say that she

         15  wanted it to stay the way that it was.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: You know, you

         17  are right. I withdraw that friendly amendment, and

         18  just simply --

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ERISTOFF: I don't

         20  think, in fact she may have not considered Hon.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Didn't you go out

         22  and confirm that with her?

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: It seemed

         24  that this was a well-known local person who everyone

         25  called Eileen, even though she was an Assemblywoman,
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          2  so I think that is why they are more comfortable

          3  with Eileen C. Dugan. So, Ken and I are going to

          4  leave it that way. But the idea that this is half of

          5  this wonderfully redone street, and I kind of

          6  thought in terms of my portion of the district it

          7  really was from, so the boundary has to change but

          8  the name would stay the same.

          9                 So, thank you, Andrew.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: So I withdraw

         11  the first friendly amendment, and with the

         12  concurrence of the prime sponsor off of the second.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: The Hon. is off.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: And Atlantic

         15  Avenue and 9th Street.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you for the

         17  amendment.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ERISTOFF: I move the

         19  amendment.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: All right. Any

         21  second to that? No objection. All right, thank you

         22  very much.

         23                 Does any other Council member have

         24  anything else to say before we call the vote?

         25                 May I say that we are honored that
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          2  you came before us today, and we look forward to

          3  seeing you either at our City Council meeting when

          4  this will be voted upon or when the Mayor signs it

          5  into law, and we should have so many good people

          6  like the three people we have heard about today.

          7                 God bless you.

          8                 Roll call.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Foster.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fisher.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robinson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Provenzano.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eristoff.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ERISTOFF: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Golden.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: By a vote of

         22  six in the affirmative, none in the negative and no

         23  abstentions, all coupled items are adopted. Please

         24  sign the reports.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you very
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          2  much, Claude. And thank you, Council members, for

          3  doing this. And to the families, we thank you. I see

          4  how happy you are. He was a fortunate man to have

          5  someone love him the way you do. I must go home and

          6  tell my wife that.

          7                 And to the Nolan family, give my love

          8  to the rest of the family. I consider them part of

          9  my family. They didn't know they had black Irish

         10  people until I became a part of their family. We

         11  come in all shades, in all countries. God bless you.

         12                 We stand adjourned.

         13                 (Hearing concluded at 1:50 p.m.)
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