New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int. No. 0427-2026

Prime Sponsors:
Council Member Pierina Ana Sanchez, Farah N. Louis, Oswald J. Feliz, Crystal Hudson, Jennifer Gutiérrez, Amanda C. Farías, Mercedes Narcisse, Sandy Nurse, Shekar Krishnan, Tiffany L. Cabán, Lynn C. Schulman, Lincoln Restler, Shahana K. Hanif, Selvena N. Brooks-Powers

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to how affordable housing units which subsequently became vacant are rented through the housing portal

Submitted by:
Council Member Pierina Ana Sanchez

Justification:
This bill would require the Department of Housing Preservation and Development (“HPD”) to post on the housing portal any previously occupied affordable housing unit available for rent. It aims to improve transparency and ensure that newly vacant affordable units are made accessible to prospective renters through the city’s official housing portal.

Despite an HPD waiver that expires in April 2026, the current process for “re-rentals” is cumbersome, causing delays that leave affordable units vacant despite significant demand for these apartments. The current system also makes it difficult for New Yorkers to apply for specific re-rental units, rather than simply checking a box indicating interest in re-rentals generally. The bill aims to make this process more efficient and transparent so as to more effectively fill vacant re-rental units. 
