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S. 5574-A (Rivera)
A. 8198-A (Castro) 
 

TITLE:



AN ACT to amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York, in relation to enactment of the “safe streets security camera registry act.” 
BACKGROUND


The proposed legislation would require the New York City Police Department (NYPD) to create and maintain an online registry of all privately owned security cameras in operation in the City of New York which view and capture video of public spaces.  According to the Memorandum of Support (MIS), the purpose of the registry is to give the NYPD an inventory of all private security cameras viewing public spaces. 

According to the MIS,  the NYPD presently collects information on the location of security cameras manually, by means of periodic surveys conducted by patrol officers. These periodic surveys do not afford  the NYPD with up to date information on and are largely dependent on  individual patrol officer’s personal observations.  


The bill would allow the NYPD to know about and access the registry of all privately owned security cameras located within the vicinity of a crime.  The registry would provide the NYPD with the owner’s contact information. In order to view the footage of the security camera the NYPD would first have to seek consent from the owner of the camera or subpoena the footage. 
PROPOSED LEGISLATION 

The proposed bill would amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York to mandate that the New York City Police Department (NYPD) create and maintain an online registry and database of all privately owned security cameras located within the City of New York (City) which view and capture video of public spaces, such as sidewalks, courtyards, lobbies and vestibules of apartment buildings.  If this bill is enacted, any person or entity which installs a new security camera in the City, would have thirty days to register the camera with the NYPD.  All existing security cameras would have to be registered within ninety days of the proposed bill’s enactment.  The owner of the security camera would be required to register the camera online through the NYPD’s registry and provide the NYPD with the owner’s contact information, the location of the camera and a brief description of the view of the camera. 

If a crime were to occur within the vicinity of a security camera registered with the NYPD, the police department would be required to either obtain consent from the owner of the private camera to view footage or seek a subpoena to access the video footage. The contents of the footage taken from a private security camera by the police department pursuant to this law could only be used for law enforcement purposes and would not be subject to the Freedom of Information Law. 
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:
See Finance Fiscal Impact Statement

EFFECTIVE DATE:
The Act shall take effect immediately. 
