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          1  COMMITTEE ON PARKS AND RECREATION

          2                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: This is the Parks

          3  and Recreation Committee. I've been joined by Alan

          4  Gerson from Manhattan, Maria del Carmen Arroyo from

          5  the Bronx, Joe Addabbo from Queens, Chima, Freddy

          6  and Amanda.

          7                 We are going to get started as soon

          8  as I get a list.

          9                 We are going to limit everyone's

         10  testimony to two minutes. For Committee members

         11  we're not voting the name changes out at this

         12  meeting. We will either do it at the December 5th

         13  meeting or the morning of December 8th prior to the

         14  Stated because there are a lot of names that are

         15  still coming in and we don't want to leave anyone

         16  out. So as to not leave anyone out, we won't vote it

         17  out of this Committee today. We just are going to

         18  give people the opportunity to testify.

         19                 Our first panel we have Alton R.

         20  Waldon, Jr., Reverend Curtis George Norton, Jr., and

         21  David R. Bishop.

         22                 If you will just take a seat right

         23  here. Before you begin say your name and affiliation

         24  for the record.

         25                 Thank you.
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          2                 REVEREND NORTON: Good afternoon,

          3  Madam Chairman and Council members. My name is

          4  Reverend Curtis George Norton, Jr. I am the son and

          5  the eldest of Bishop Curtis G. Norton, and I am here

          6  in support of the designation for the renaming of

          7  Marsden Street in Jamaica, Queens. For over 43 years

          8  my father, Bishop Curtis Norton pastored the Merrick

          9  Park Baptist Church, which for 78 years has been in

         10  existence.

         11                 My father is a native New Yorker, and

         12  unfortunately, he passed on January of 2004. And

         13  with an illustrious record of service to his

         14  community, to his nation and the world, he has been

         15  well respected, not only because of his ministerial

         16  exposure, but also the things that he's done in the

         17  community, the nation and the world.

         18                 So, I ask that the Council would not

         19  only support but strongly designate the renaming of

         20  Marsden Street to Bishop Curtis G. Norton Drive.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 MR. BISHOP: Good afternoon. My name

         23  is David Bishop. I'm a member of the Merrick Park

         24  Baptist Church Bishop Curtis G. Norton pastored for

         25  over 43 years. I wasn't there for 43 years, but I
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          2  was there for quite awhile in his pastoring. And

          3  throughout the time I was there, I consider Bishop

          4  Norton as one of the worthy leaders of the

          5  community, and the reading of the street will be an

          6  honor for his name to be remembered throughout the

          7  community for the rest of our lives.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 MR. WALDON: Thank you very much,

         10  Madam Chairlady, distinguished members of the

         11  Committee, I'm Judge Alton R. Waldon, Jr., and I'm

         12  here to speak on behalf of the block that we live on

         13  being named in honor of my wife.

         14                 There are ladies in our lives who

         15  truly make it possible for us to be all that we

         16  become. Such was Barbara Decosta Waldon.

         17                 I met her when she was in the second

         18  grade. I was in the third grade. When her mother

         19  trusted me enough to come back to the house as an

         20  adult, we married. We were married for 43 and a half

         21  years. And some of you know the things that were

         22  attributed to me in terms of accomplishment, but

         23  they really should have been attributed to my wife.

         24                 And I think it would be fitting and

         25  proper to name the street after her so the people
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          2  would remember her. Thank you very much.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you. I

          4  don't know if anyone has any questions. I just want

          5  to say, I'm a PK, my father is a minister, and I

          6  know the dedication and how much of themselves have

          7  to be given up. And actually when my father first

          8  got into the Council, that was the first time a

          9  street was ever named after a minister, and I know

         10  as we drive around, kids for years to come will be

         11  able to say that. So, congratulations on honoring

         12  your father in that way.

         13                 Judge Waldon, I wish we had, or I

         14  should say there are probably more men out there

         15  like you that respect and revere their wives, and

         16  congratulations on 43 years.

         17                 I know some of us are just trying to

         18  get to one year. Council Member James.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Some of us are

         20  trying to get married.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: That's what I was

         22  trying to say.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: To Judge Waldon

         24  and to former Senator, who I had the privilege and

         25  honor of working for in Albany when I was a staff
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          2  member to the Assembly and to Assemblyman Al Vann,

          3  it would be an honor and a privilege to vote on

          4  behalf of renaming the street in honor of your wife

          5  who I had the privilege of knowing. And may God

          6  continue to bless you, to all of you great men.

          7  Thank you.

          8                 MR. WALDON: Thank you.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Thank you. We've

         10  been joined by Robert Jackson from Manhattan, who is

         11  happily married, so I'm sure he could testify to

         12  that too.

         13                 Oh, and we've been joined by --

         14  September 10th my parents were married 49 years. Woo

         15  is right. And we've been joined by Council Member

         16  Comrie who is not a member of the Committee, and

         17  Council Member Erik Dilan who is from Brooklyn, who

         18  is not a member of the Committee.

         19                 Council Member Comrie, would you like

         20  to say anything? Because all of the witnesses have

         21  testified.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I just am

         23  pleased to support both witnesses applications.

         24                 Bishop Norton was a major figure in

         25  Southeast Queens, and helped me as I was developing
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          2  as a youth back in the Summer Youth Employment

          3  Program, and was always doing outreach and mentoring

          4  and I'm proud to support the application and work

          5  with his sun and his church in making sure that his

          6  legacy is not just on the street but is in the depth

          7  and breadth of the community.

          8                 And also, Barbara Waldon, Senator

          9  Waldon, Judge Waldon's wife, is also a person who

         10  was a major figure in the community that helped

         11  start the Jamaica Service Program for Older Adults

         12  and was always a mentor and a kind and giving

         13  person. And I'm proud to support both applications.

         14                 Thank you for coming down today.

         15                 MR. WALDON: Thank you very much.

         16                 Just again for the Committee members

         17  that arrived late, we are not voting out of this

         18  Committee meeting the names, because there are some

         19  names being added, so we will either vote it out at

         20  the December 5th Parks meeting or the morning of the

         21  8th prior to the Stated on December 8th to be voted

         22  on at the full Council.

         23                 So, thank you very much for taking

         24  the time to testify.

         25                 MR. WALDON: Thank you.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON FOSTER: Are there any

          3  more witnesses? That being the case, thank you very

          4  much. The Parks Committee meeting for November 22nd

          5  is adjourned.

          6                 (Hearing concluded at 1:40 p.m.)
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          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 22nd day of November 2005.
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