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[sound check, pause]

CHAIRPERSON VAN BRAMER: Good afternoon.
Are we ready?

SERGEANT-A-ARMS: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON VAN BRAMER: We are. Thank
you very much. Good alternocon, everyone, and welcome
to this very special and momentous occasion for our
Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries and
International Intergroup Relaticons. I'm proud to be
the chair of this committee. And today we are
gathered with our colleagues including Council Member
Steve Levin, Council Member Costa Constantinides,
Council Member Laurie Cumbo, Council Member Peter
Kook, Council Member Helen Rosenthal, Council Member
Julissa Ferreras, and a gueslt appearance by Council
Member Jumaane Williams to vote on, and I hope pass,
the Cultural Plan for the City of New York. Council
Member Levin and I have been working on this piece of
leglslaticn for about three years. And we wlth the
passage of this bill, will make history in the City
of New York.

I want to first obviously thank Council
Member Levin who will speak in a moment, but also all

of our colleagues, I believe 37 of which have joined
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in, in co-sponsoring this important pilece of
legislation. And, Council Member Levin and I firmly
believe that New York City should Join many of the
other big cities in this nation, including Chicago
and Denver, and so many others in having a
comprehensive cultural plan to make sure tThal our
cultural sector and cultural community. Which is so
essential toc the health, and wellbeing and vibrancy
of the City of New York continues. We all know the
arts are a major economic engine of the City of New
York with incredibly good “obs. But, it's also so
important to the soul. Something that is so easily
defined, or articulated in terms c¢f numbers. And,
we're so excited about what this plan entails, and
how much work went into this process.

I want to thank the Commissicner of the
Department of Cultural Affairs, Tom Finkelpearl and
his staff who were incredibly helpful in working this
Chrough with us, and making sure that Intro 419-A was
something that we could all be proud of. Making sure
that tThe Department of Cultural Affairs will study,
and endeavor to increase arts and education and
cultural activities in our public schools to-- IL

will create a citizens advisory committee with a
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diverse group of artists and cothers in the field that
will work together in a community engagement process
that is unparalleled in the City of New York with
respect to culture and the arts. Making sure that we
are achieving cultural eguity, and including everyone
in the city in all that we want to do. Doing
assessments and making sure that the arts are
reaching into every single neighborhood, and every
single child has access to the arts in every
neighborhcod across the City of New York. This 1s an
incredikbly historic moment for this committee, and an
historic moment for the City of New York. And the
cultural community has been advocating for pushing
this along for many, many years. And it took a lot
of pushing, and a lot of cajoling, many, many drafts
back and forth. But, we have achieved scmething very
significant that I believe over the long term will
make our city a better place, a more culturally
diverse and rich place. And the grealteslt problem
that we face is access and equity when it comes to
the arts 1n a clty as rich as ours. So this plan
when fully implemented will be an incredibly good
Lhing with feedback and all of tLhe ways Lhat the

community will be empowered. Artists and the
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cultural community will be empowered through this
process. And when we engage communitlies, engage
artists we make support for the arts even that much
stronger, and our c¢ity that much stronger. There
will be data collected, analyzed and researched, and
Chere will be metrics attached with this plan. So we
are extremely--extremely excited about this.

I want to thank lots of folks before
handing it over to Council Levin, but--and he will
thank no doubt his staff. But I would be remiss if I
didn't thank and congratulate Rami Metal, who did so
much work on this, and Steve's Chief of Staff. My own
Chief of Staff, Matt Wallace who's here. Cody Ryder,
my Deputy Chief of Staff, and Lyle Frank from our
Human Services Division who was very helpful as well.
And, of course, Aminta Kilawan, our Counsel, and
Khloe Rivera, who in only one week on the job has now
rassed a major piece of legislation in the City of
New York. So, I want to thank and recognize all of
those folks. And finally, before I hand it over just
say That Council Member Levin 1s not only a good
friend, but proved to be an amazing partner in this
endeavor, and I enjoyed working with Council Member

Levin and his team the entire way. Tt was guite a
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ride with some bumps and hills, but we have made it.
And for that, I want to thank Council Member Levin,
and ask him to say a few words about the cultural
wlan that we will then vote on.

COUNCIL MEMBER LEVIN: Thank you very
much Chalr Van Bramer, and I want to especially
acknowledge your essential role in this legislation.
You have shepherded this through the process. You
have paid such close attention, and this has been so
clear how important this is to you. And your care
and circumspect approach to this has been greatly
appreciated on my end. And I--I think that this is
not--we would not have this legislation coming out of
the Council if it wasn't for vyour leadership. and I
really want to thank vou so much for——for all the
time and effort that vou've dedicated tc this and
that of your staff, committee staff Aminta and Khloe
and Lyle who have done an incredible -ob, and have
been so attentive--so attentive. Matl and Cody thank
vou so much for--for your dedicaticn teo this., I
especially want to thank my Chief of Staff Rami
Metal. Ramil came to me with—--with this idea probably
aboul two years ago or close Lo two years agoe at this

point.
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And this was something that I knew was
going to be--was going to really radiate ocut., It was
going to make a lot of people take notice, and was
geling to really send some shockwaves througheout the
city. And it's--it's an incredibly important piece
of legislation Iin my cpinion because in New York City
we have--culture is the lifeblood of New York City.
It is the great resource that we have in our
communities. It speaks to our history. It speaks to
our present and our future. It 1is, you know, without
our cultural heritage, without the—--the culture of
community, the culture of neighborhood, New York
would—--would not be what it is. It would be a
Disnefied city, and that's not what we want. We want
New York to retain that distinctive character. We
want New York to maintain its richness. And that all
has to do with how our culture is supported in our
communities. How we--how we approach that precious
resource, how we support it and--and ultimately how
we give back to it. How we feed it. How we ensure
that children growing up in New York City Today have
access To the culture of their grandparents. That is
so essenltial. So essential to ocur idenltity as a

city, and to our communities for many generations.
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And so, this plan will ensure that we have a
blueprint, a clearly articulated blueprint that it is
part of this administration agenda. 1It's part of
this administration's vision, and that it--1it is
informed by the communities at large. It is informed
by robust community outreach process, the Citizens
Advisory Committee. That it--that it has buy in from
all corners of New York City. And that's--and
that's—-and I think that that's going to leave a
lasting impact. So again, Chalr Van Bramer, thank
you so much for the opportunity. Thank vou for
shepherding this legislation through. This really
wouldn't have happened without your leadership. So
thank you very much, and I encourage my colleagues to
vote aye.

CHAIRPERSON VAN BRAMER: Thank vyou very
much, Council Member Levin and your team, and again
we are about to vote on an historic piece of
leglislaticon., Incredibly, New York City 1s one of the
few major cities in the United States of America that
does not have a comprehensive cultural plan. And to
date, there is no measure of what is considered an
acceptable level of rescurces when it comes fo the

arts, and cultural services and how we measure the
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success of what i1t is that we do. Particularly in
light of the challenges that we face with
skyrocketing rents and the challenges of affordable
work spaces for artists, and varied issues of access
and equity that we all are concerned with. So, with
fLhat, I would encourage all of our colleagues to vole
ves on Intro 419-A, the Cultural Plan for the City of
New York, and ask Billy Martin to call the roll.

CLERK: William Martin, Ccommittee Clerk.
Roll call wvote Committee on Cultural Affairs. Chair
Van Bramer,

CHAIRPERSON VAN BRAMER: I proudly vote
ave.

CLERK: Crowley.

COUNCIL MEMBER CROWLEY: I vote aye.

CLERK: Ferreras.

COUNCIL MEMBER FERRERAS: [off mic] Ave.

CLERK: Koo.

COUNCIL MEMBER KOO: Ayve,

CLERK: Levin,

COUNCIL MEMBER LEVIN: Ave.

CLERK: Constantinides.

COUNCIL MEMBER CONSTANTINIDES: Aye.

CLERK: Cumbo.
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COUNCIL MEMBER CUMBO: You know I have to
take a moment to explain my vote here today. I'm so
excited, and I just want to take this opportunity to
congratulate Council Member Jimmy Van Bramer as well
as Council Member Steve Levin. This is such an
historic piece of leglslaticn. As you said, there
was a lot of pulling and cajoling, and you all did a
wonderful Jjob about that. And for me as a new
member, 1t was really very exXciting to see vou take
this leglslation on the recad. Gelng to any place
that would ask you to attend a meeting to discuss
this cultural plan, to hear all viewpoints. And, I
think that's made the legislation stronger, and I
know that so many pecople are going to be looking
forward to even more meetings and discussions to
flush out what a cultural plan would be. And I know
for so many throughout the five boroughs that the
opportunity to create a cultural plan will certainly
bring much of the egully. And putting all cultures
on a level playing field in terms of their importance
and relevance Lo New York Cilty. So, T really applaud
vou both. I'm very excited about this legislation.
And 1t's so nice coming in as a—--as a first term

member to see this type of legislation already in the




10

11

12

i3

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COMMITTEE ON CULTURAL AFFAIRS, LIBRARIES
AND INTERNATIONAL INTERGROUP RELATIONS 12

works., Sc I'm very proud of you. I'm very proud to
have participated in this process, and I look forward
to what the ongcing end results will always be. So
thank vycou so very much, and I proudly vote aye,

CLERK: Rosenthal.

COUNCIL MEMBER ROSENTHAL: Ave.

CLERK: By a vote of 8§ in the
affirmative, 0 in the negative, and no abstentions,
the item has been adopted.

CHAIRPERSON VAN BRAMER: Okay. So with
that, we have officially passed the Cultural Plan out
of committee, and look forward to voting tomorrow to
make this law with that. I want to congratulate all
of our colleagues, particularly Ccocuncil Member Levin
and his team. And with tThat, This commitfee meeling
1s adjourned.

[gavel]
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