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By Council Member Vallone

..Title
A Local Law in relation to requiring a study of the feasibility of a walking ambassador program
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
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Section 1. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this local law, the term “walking ambassador” means an individual employed to walk around designated areas to provide assistance to tourists, answer tourists’ questions and provide information about sights and activities in the city. 
b. The mayor shall designate an office or agency to study the feasibility of implementing a walking ambassador program. No later than one year after the effective date of this local law, such office or agency shall submit to the council a report detailing its recommendations on implementation of such a program. Such report shall, at a minimum:
1. Include an estimate of the optimal number of walking ambassadors, taking into consideration all anticipated costs and the expected rate of utilization by the public;
2. Identify areas of the city where walking ambassadors should be assigned and how best to allocate walking ambassadors among these areas;
3. Identify the times when it would be most beneficial to have walking ambassadors available to tourists; 
4. Identify the languages, other than English, in which some walking ambassadors should be proficient and areas of the city where such ambassadors should be assigned;  
5. Recommend ways to identify walking ambassadors to tourists, including uniforms or other conspicuous forms of identification; and
6. Address any other factors or issues that would be important in implementing a walking ambassador program.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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