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          1  COMMITTEE ON VETERANS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON MONSERRATE:  Good

          3  afternoon, everyone. I am Council Member Hiram

          4  Monserrate, and today we will be having our hearing

          5  on Veterans. I am the Chair of the Committee on

          6  Veterans, and today we will have an oversight

          7  hearing on the process of providing citizenship to

          8  immigrants serving in the United States Military.

          9                 Today's oversight hearing has been

         10  convened to review the process of providing

         11  citizenship for immigrants serving in the United

         12  States Military.  Throughout the history of the

         13  United States, immigrants have distinguished

         14  themselves in military service.  Immigrants have

         15  received 716 of the 3,406 Congressional Medals of

         16  Honor awarded by the President of the United States.

         17  And as of December of 2004, there were approximately

         18  69,000 foreign-born individuals on active duty in

         19  the Armed Forces.  Many immigrants join the military

         20  in order to obtain citizenship.  In general, an

         21  immigrant must wait five years after being granted

         22  permanent residency status before becoming a

         23  naturalized citizen.

         24                 On the other hand, an immigrant

         25  serving in the military may be eligible for
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          2  expedited citizenship based in part on serving at

          3  least one year in the military.  Unfortunately, the

          4  efforts of immigrants serving in the military today

          5  often times are not rewarded with citizenship.  And

          6  many of these immigrants who have died fighting in

          7  Iraq most recently, and others who later become

          8  veterans, have been confronted with the possibility

          9  of deportation after serving honorably. Incredible

         10  but true.

         11                 Today this Committee intends to

         12  explore why some veterans are faced with deportation

         13  and what can be done to help foreign-born veterans

         14  who have served our Country achieve -- who have

         15  served our Country, and obviously they should,

         16  achieve citizenship.

         17                 We expect to hear from the New York

         18  State Division of Veterans Affairs, as well as

         19  veterans who have experienced the process of

         20  obtaining citizenship through military service and

         21  other military veterans and support groups.

         22                 I also wanted to say that I have

         23  participated in several ceremonies and street

         24  renamings.  And in particular, that of Staff

         25  Sergeant Tahaba, United States Marine, in Washington
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          2  Heights, who was not yet a citizen but gave his life

          3  in battle in Iraq, along with an E4 specialist from

          4  the Army, Marian Bustamonte, Columbian born, from

          5  Corona, and most recently, Sergeant Gomez from

          6  Corona, Queens. And thanks to the Speaker of the

          7  City Council, I am extremely appreciative of her

          8  support, we expedited a street renaming that the

          9  family requested, and the 104th Street and 37th

         10  Avenue in Corona in the month of July will be

         11  renamed "Sergeant Gomez Place."  Also Sergeant Gomez

         12  was not yet a citizen of the United States, nor was

         13  his girlfriend who he met in the United States Army.

         14  She was a Mexican-born member of the Army and he was

         15  Dominican.  Tragically they both lost their lives to

         16  roadside bombings in Iraq.

         17                 So I think it is an extremely

         18  important issue as to what the United States

         19  Military and what our federal government and what

         20  any of us can do to ensure that those who are

         21  serving honorably are rewarded with the citizenship

         22  that they deserve and want.

         23                 So we are going to begin today our

         24  testimony.  And I believe we have with us first --

         25  is Mr. Simmons going to be testifying today?  No.
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          2  Okay then I will call up Pat Toro from the Vietnam

          3  Veterans of America.

          4                 Before Mr. Toro presents his

          5  testimony, I want to say that we invited the Mayor's

          6  Office of Veterans Affair and their Director, Ms.

          7  Joynes to join us today and to present testimony on

          8  the position of MOVA and/or the Administration, in

          9  particular Mayor Bloomberg. They have declined the

         10  opportunity to testify to this Committee on this

         11  issue.  I will be forwarding a letter to the Mayor

         12  and to Ms. Joynes, as to what the Administrations

         13  position is on this matter.  But with no further

         14  due, we will hear from Mr. Pat Toro, Representative

         15  of Vietnam Veterans of American Chapter 32 in

         16  Queens.  A very active Chapter.

         17                 PAT TORO:  Thank you Councilman and

         18  for all those present for hearing me.  I think this

         19  whole situation between immigration and guys going

         20   -- people going into the military. I shouldn't say

         21  guys, our brothers and sisters go into the military.

         22  I firmly believe and I believe everybody in my

         23  organization and Vietnam Veterans of America

         24  worldwide believe that if you go into the military

         25  and you're an immigrant and you come out, then you
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          2  should get citizenship.  It's not that difficult of

          3  a solution.              Its in a way -- its

          4  embarrassing that we have immigrants that come to

          5  this country and who feel it necessary to fight

          6  under the flag and protect a country that they have

          7  chosen to live in, when we have US citizens who grow

          8  up and the last thing on their mind is to try and

          9  support and fight for the country that they live in.

         10    So I think it comes to show that I would say, I'm

         11  not going to say all, but I will say a majority of

         12  the immigrants who come and decide to go into the

         13  military, whatever branch it might be, okay, choose

         14  to, because they feel that they have a right to

         15  defend this country and their flag from which they

         16  will continue to live their lives, hopefully.  And I

         17  believe that when they do come out of the service on

         18  their Honorable discharge or general discharge, okay

         19  I believe that they should be granted citizenship. I

         20  think the military and the federal government should

         21  do everything possible to see that they are

         22  citizens.  Given someone a citizenship after he gets

         23  killed in battle to me is kind of ridiculous.  I

         24  would like to think that the person, male or female,

         25  would like to feel that they died as a citizen.  So
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          2  I think that should somehow be built in there that

          3  when you do enlist, and lets face it there is no

          4  drafts, so nobody is forcing anybody to draft and go

          5  into the military, but when he do enlist that should

          6  be one of the things that they should tell you.

          7                 Unfortunately, this Country has lied

          8  to us before. So some kinds of safeguards must be

          9  placed in there, that when they do get out whether

         10  it is a two- year enlistment, three- year enlistment

         11  whatever, that they can be assured that, that

         12  Honorable discharge or general discharge will give

         13  them citizenship.  We hate to think that especially

         14  us the Vietnam Veterans would hate to think that

         15  anybody who serves in the military has to go through

         16  what we went through when we came back, and we were

         17  citizens. That's it.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON MONSERRATE:  Thank you

         19  very much Pat. I have a couple of questions for you

         20  before you depart.  With this in mind, I want to

         21  also announce if anyone attending the hearing today

         22  wishes to testify for the public record, they should

         23  proceed and fill out a card and have the opportunity

         24  to speak.  For all of you that are in the room and

         25  those of you who are viewing today, City Council
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          2  hearings are open to the public and anyone can come

          3  to City Hall and voice your opinion on a particular

          4  matter. So, if you either in the audience or

          5  watching our City TV channel, wish to in the future

          6  participate or testify at a City Council Hearing,

          7  you may do so. It is your right here in the City of

          8  New York and City Hall is the peoples house.  You

          9  should be welcome to come here.

         10                 Mr. Toro, I want to thank you for

         11  your testimony, your participation and particularly

         12  your Chapter of the Vietnam Veterans of America.

         13  Very active, I have seen you at activities at street

         14  renamings, at funeral processions and being

         15  supportive of our veterans and unfortunately more

         16  Americans and more New Yorkers aren't engaged in the

         17  ultimate sacrifice that so many of our young men and

         18  women serving have done.

         19                 I want to ask you in essence your

         20  testimony is provided that you would be in support

         21  of the federal government granting citizenship to

         22  those who have served.

         23                 PAT TORO:  Yes I would.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON MONSERRATE:  I also want

         25  to say that recently a former United States Marine,
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          2  I believe it was a Corporal, came to my district

          3  office, a young man of Dominican decent, who has

          4  been discharged honorably and still has not been

          5  able to become a United States Citizen.  He is a

          6  young man who served his four years in the Marine

          7  Core.  Would you be willing to support a resolution

          8  here in the City Council that I will be introducing

          9  shortly importantly for the federal government to

         10  take steps in legislating citizenship to those who

         11  serve in our Armed Forces.

         12                 PAT TORO:  Yes I would. I think I can

         13  speak for my organization that we would gladly

         14  support any such resolution.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON MONSERRATE:  And you have

         16  testified also in the past about an initiative that

         17  I have introduced in the City Council that calls

         18  upon the City of New York, in particular the City

         19  Council, as an initiative to assign five million

         20  dollars to open up a Veterans Resource Center in

         21  each of the five boroughs to deal with the host of

         22  issues that Veterans confront when they come back.

         23  Also including facilitating individuals with

         24  experience in citizenship and filing the appropriate

         25  documents so that Veterans who are not citizens
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          2  coming back home can apply.

          3                 Would you be in support of that and

          4  obviously I know you are in support of the five

          5  million dollar initiative but I would like to have

          6  your testimony for the record.

          7                 PAT TORO:  Yes, I think that having

          8  one place where a Veteran can go to upon his

          9  discharge or prior to his discharge for that matter,

         10  and find out all the information that he needs to go

         11  on with his life when he is discharged is very

         12  important. Whether it be citizenship, whether it be

         13  VA benefits, whether it be buying a home, whether it

         14  be a place to live, because that's still an ongoing

         15  problem that we have not been able to solve. Having

         16  one place where he doesn't get bounced around and

         17  where he has veterans and where he gets treated like

         18  a veteran, and the hero that he is, and when I say

         19  he I mean brothers and sisters, I think it is very

         20  importantly, and I'm firmly and as I testified back

         21  then at your preliminary hearing in support of that,

         22  and I would be willing to use my organization to set

         23  up such an installation somewhere where it can be

         24  very helpful.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON MONSERRATE:  Let me add
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          2  to that the following item, I don't know if my

          3  colleague who has joined us -- we have been joined

          4  by Council Member Tony Avella, also from the Borough

          5  of Queens, and I don't know if he has any questions

          6   -- no he doesn't have any questions.

          7                 I wanted to add to that, that I would

          8  add any courage all Veterans Organizations in the

          9  City of New York and all the family members of

         10  veterans who believe like I believe that our

         11  veterans have gotten short- changed and that they

         12  are not receiving the services that they deserve for

         13  their service and dedication, to contact your local

         14  council members and the Mayor of the City of New

         15  York to tell him and them that they should support

         16  this initiative that I have introduced to establish

         17  resource centers for our veterans in the five

         18  boroughs. It is not enough, I believe that the

         19  federal government and the state government have not

         20  done enough, and we have an opportunity as a City,

         21  as a municipality to pick up what others have not

         22  done and providing the services whether those

         23  services are providing counseling, or therapy, or

         24  assistance with employment or housing, or yes even

         25  assisting veterans who qualify and sign up and
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          2  achieve their citizenship.

          3                 I encourage all of you to reach out

          4  to council members and tell them that you support

          5  this initiative that is the right thing by our

          6  veterans, and I am on the record going to ask the

          7  Vietnam Veterans of America to do the same, formerly

          8  they've testified and they are to contact their

          9  other brothers and sisters and to ensure that

         10  message gets heard here in City Hall.

         11                 And I want to thank you for your

         12  testimony. I don't know if you have any closing

         13  statements, but --

         14                 PAT TORO:  I would just like to add,

         15  first of all I would like to thank you for letting

         16  me -- giving me a few moments to speak my peace if

         17  you want to call it that, and as you know I am

         18  always available to answer questions.

         19                 But when we talk about veterans who

         20  come out with discharge or whatever, we also include

         21  the family. I have gotten just too many calls from

         22  wives of veterans, not so much deceased veterans,

         23  not so much from Iraq or Vietnam or World War II or

         24  Korea or the Persian Gulf, or anywhere for that

         25  matter, who all of a sudden the veteran has passed
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          2  away and they don't know what to do. Maybe -- I just

          3  took care of a situation yesterday where I had a

          4  woman her husband is a Vietnam Vet was not known to

          5  the Chapter but he passed away and he was receiving

          6  benefits and the benefits stopped once he passed

          7  away, and she's completely lost.  So as you know

          8  councilman we have a service representative who

          9  hands on a volunteer basis who helps veterans and

         10  their dependents put in claims and everything like

         11  that, so we've gotten together to try and help this

         12  woman.  We establish her claims and get whatever is

         13  due to  her.  But that's the problem people don't

         14  know where to go And the Vietnam Veterans as active

         15  as we are, in the Borough of Queens a lot of the

         16  political supporters automatically contact us for

         17  the help.  We are always open to help.  We are

         18  always open 24/7, seven days a week, so we don't

         19  have a problem.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON MONSERRATE:  And I thank

         21  you for that, and thank God for organizations like

         22  yours, and other organizations that serve where a

         23  service oriented, they provide services but -- and

         24  others who provide fraternal support which is also

         25  very good in ceremonies and so forth, but obviously
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          2  I believe we have to do more and I think at the end

          3  of the day we have to put our money where our mouth

          4  is and that is supporting our veterans with the

          5  program.

          6                 Hopefully, the City Council now which

          7  is in the final stages of the budget will insure

          8  this and the Mayor and the administration will also

          9  be supportive of that.

         10                 PAT TORO:  Just speaking about the

         11  Mayor and the Administration, I know that the

         12  Mayor's office of Veterans Affairs exists.  I know

         13  that there is a task force that also exists, as far

         14  as I am concerned and I have been president of this

         15  Chapter for over five years, it exists on paper and

         16  paper alone.  My understanding that there are

         17  openings on that task force.  Those openings should

         18  be filled.  There should be meetings and we should

         19  be having the Mayor's ear and saying this is what we

         20  need to do because there are just too many things

         21  that we seem to fight, if you want to call it that,

         22  to try to get it done and it only goes so far and

         23  then seems to disappear.  So I think this task force

         24  should be re- instituted and that it should be

         25  filled and meetings should be held to get this thing
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          2  going.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON MONSERRATE:  Thank you

          4  very much for your testimony Pat.

          5                 PAT TORO:  Thank you.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON MONSERRATE: I want to say

          7  obviously, as you know, the Mayor always has a

          8  representative at these hearings, whether they are

          9  testifying or participating or not, but they are

         10  constantly here and the Mayor's office is taking

         11  notes, so not only have they heard my comments, they

         12  hear your comments and I know that the

         13  Administration is hearing loud and clear what we are

         14  saying both about the initiative, both about them

         15  not being here to testify in support of what I

         16  believe is a fundamentally fair issue, and the issue

         17  of the funding for the programs.

         18                 PAT TORO:  Is that representative

         19  here?

         20                 CHAIRPERSON MONSERRATE: Yes, he's

         21  here. And we appreciate his presence and his note

         22  taking.  Thank you very much.

         23                 PAT TORO:  I think that on my behalf,

         24  and you can put my name to it, and I will give you

         25  my card, you should tell the Mayor that if he wants
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          2  to support veterans, it takes a whole lot more than

          3  just marching in parades.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON MONSERRATE:  Thank you

          5  very much, Pat.

          6                 We are going to call up next

          7  community folks who have come here, and appears to

          8  the mother of a Veteran, Elsa Parchment who is here,

          9  and we also have Mrs. Essie Joseph from the Great

         10  Borough of Brooklyn.  Please come up and have a

         11  seat.  State your name.  Right up there.  Yes,

         12  ma'am.  This is your house, too.

         13                 UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Thank you.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON MONSERRATE:  You are very

         15  welcome. Your both very welcome here to the City

         16  Council's Committee on Veterans. We would like to

         17  hear what you have to say.  And, again, I repeat if

         18  anyone else is planning to testify, please fill out

         19  one of these cards as a witness and we will be glad

         20  to hear what you have to say today to this

         21  Committee.

         22                 I have Ms. Parchment and Ms. Joseph.

         23  Please, one of you, ma'am, please begin first, state

         24  your name any of your affiliations and your

         25  testimony today.
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          2                 ELSA PARCHMENT:  My name is Elsa

          3  Parchment and I am here on behalf of my son,

          4  Courtney Ferguson, a Gulf War Veteran.  And I set

          5  the stage to say I have been working for America

          6  since 1972, the City of New York. I work under the

          7  Leadership DC 37, Local 420, 144, 721 and now

          8  retired as of 11/99.  I have done of my share. I did

          9  all the community work that I could do and have back

         10  up to that which I can hand out to you after I

         11  finish talking.

         12                 Now, I came to the United States in

         13  1968, as a housework lady which landed me in

         14  California in Los Angeles and from there I moved on

         15  here to New York City, and my children joined me in

         16  1973, where Courtney was 13-years-old.  Although I

         17  am here to speak of Courtney, I cannot pass up

         18  letting you know of my Marine son, which was an

         19  honor man after 20 years New York did not have an

         20  honor man.  My son, Neba Ferguson.  Would you stand

         21  for identification?  And I am still proud of my

         22  Marine.

         23                 My Courtney saw what Neba did. He

         24  liked it, and he decided to join the National Guard

         25  in 1982.  And he liked it much to move onto the
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          2  Army.  Unknown to us, there was going to be a war,

          3  and he was drafted for the war. He went and he

          4  fought the war and I couldn't give you all the

          5  happenings in detail, 'cause it would take your

          6  entire afternoon.  But he fought a good war and

          7  managed to come home alive, and later on, months

          8  after, we discovered strangeness with him, where he

          9  was waking up at night with all of these sweats.

         10  And although I am a nurse, I did not know how to

         11  take care of post-traumatic stress distress

         12  syndrome.  And I went around and I asked what could

         13  have been happening to him plus telling me, where in

         14  my house is Ira. I am really sorry.  I am sorry.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON MONSERRATE:  It is

         16  completely understandable.  Take your time.  We are

         17  all here.  We want to hear what you have to say to

         18  us.

         19                 ELSA PARCHMENT:  When I called the

         20  Veterans that said they would help, and they started

         21  telling me what his problem was.  But we didn't get

         22  enough help and support.  And it seems as if later

         23  on my son turned to illegal drugs to satisfy the

         24  feeling he has that I have never gone to war and

         25  will never experience.
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          2                 In 1996, they caught him with the

          3  hand in jacket -- because he survived an injured

          4  back from the war, and he was getting a compensation

          5  check, and I gave him the check right in the Lincoln

          6  Hospital and I said, mama is broke, bring me a

          7  couple of dollars.  And for some reason, he didn't

          8  come back, which was strange.  And only to learn

          9  that he was arrested because he was caught with the

         10  drugs he bought to satisfy him.  He was sent to jail

         11  for four years, which he said he continued to plead

         12  not guilty all but selling drugs, but, yes, he had

         13  it in his possession.

         14                 After four years, he came out, and

         15  even though they came to examine my home to see if

         16  it was right for him to come, they sent him to INS.

         17  When I learned about INS, he was up for deportation,

         18  and I am sorry to be naive, but when it comes to

         19  service and jail, I didn't know anything about

         20  everything.  My children woke me up to it.  And when

         21  I questioned, they said they said he will be

         22  deported. I said how will be deported, I bring him

         23  here as a permanent resident?   I even asked for my

         24  citizenship after they were here a couple of years

         25  and I was here for more than five years.  I was told
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          2  that I could not get the citizenship because I did

          3  not live in New York City where I am applying five

          4  years.

          5                 Now I want to ask, you said I had to

          6  be in the United States for five years, what does it

          7  matter where I was, as long as I have a clean

          8  sheet?  And I was denied that and I didn't get to go

          9  back for my citizenship in 1992.  Had I had the

         10  chance then, all of my children would be United

         11  States Citizens.  They do not have the piece of

         12  paper saying they were United States Citizen.  My

         13  boy was sent to the war and I have reading as a

         14  United States Citizen.

         15                 He took the oath.  And now I ask him,

         16  why didn't you apply for citizenship when you return

         17  as they are telling me now?   He said I went to the

         18  war when I was a citizen.  I didn't even know I

         19  wasn't a citizen when I returned.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON MONSERRATE:  Right. I am

         21  going to let you finish, then I have some questions

         22  for you.

         23                 ELSA PARCHMENT:  Oh, I will answer.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON MONSERRATE:  Are you

         25  done?
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          2                 ELSA PARCHMENT:  No, I am not

          3  finished.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON MONSERRATE:  I am going

          5  to let you finish -- finish your testimony.

          6                 ELSA PARCHMENT:  Oh, Okay.  So he

          7  said I went as a citizen, I didn't know I'm  not a

          8  citizen anymore.   So I tell him what I learned.

          9  Anyhow, when he came from jail I paid $5,000 for his

         10  bail bond to put his feet back on New York grounds,

         11  and think all was well, except that he has to

         12  suppress his feeling and try to get as much help as

         13  he can get.  He did five years, not probation, that

         14  other thing -- parole, and he has even gone to some

         15  other courses and he tried this and tried that.  And

         16  last year September, I was attending the Conference

         17  in Washington D.C., for Alliance for Retired

         18  Americans, when I got the call and was told that he

         19  was picked up from his house at 6:00 that morning,

         20  and when I asked, no one knew nothing because the

         21  officers leaves no paper or no word. When I came

         22  back and found him, I found him in New Jersey in

         23  Passaic, and while I'm talking to attorney Olivia

         24  Cassidy to see what I can do, I was informed to call

         25  the American Consulate since I want to go to Court
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          2  and let them serve no paper we are going to court, I

          3  did so. She requested a letter which I e-mailed with

          4  her letterhead and between Mr. Daniels from the

          5  Veteran Department and Mrs. Cassidy, she had the

          6  letter, my son had his birthday on the 22nd of

          7  September last year and he was deported to Jamaica

          8  on the 23rd of September. I had to watch my son to

          9  go to Jamaica in half a tee shirt and shorts and

         10  sandals with not a dime in his pocket.  When he had

         11  managed to call me, I had to work from my bedroom to

         12  get him money and someone to pick him up off the

         13  street.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON MONSERRATE:  Okay.  I --

         15                 ELSA PARCHMENT:  I said thanks to

         16  America for giving me the opportunity to come in

         17  here and try make life better for myself and for my

         18  two children.  I'm still asking today, America --

         19  America, how can you do this to me?  My oldest to

         20  the Marines.  My second to the Army. My daughter to

         21  the government. My daughter Maria went to the Air

         22  Force and here I am, I work all my days for this

         23  City.  How could you treat me with no sympathy?

         24                 CHAIRPERSON MONSERRATE:  I want to

         25  thank you for your testimony, Mrs. Parchment, about
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          2  the issue of your son, Courtney Ferguson.  And when

          3  I say to you that obviously your very, very sad and

          4  touching story, that you have provided testimony

          5  today for this Committee, and we will speak to you

          6  personally after this hearing to see what we can do,

          7  if anything, to assist you, or at least refer you to

          8  an organization that might be able to help.

          9                 So, thank you for your testimony and

         10  I am going to ask now that Mrs. Essie Joseph provide

         11  her testimony today.  Mrs. Joseph.

         12                 ANGELA JOSEPH:  My name is Angela

         13  Joseph --

         14                 CHAIRPERSON MONSERRATE:  Before you

         15  testify I also want to acknowledge the --

         16                 ELSA PARCHMENT: Can I leave?

         17                 CHAIRPERSON MONSERRATE:  Yes ma'am,

         18  just have a seat and we will be with you right after

         19  the testimony -- the presence of Council Member

         20  Nelson who is also with us here from the Borough of

         21  Brooklyn.   Mrs. Joseph.

         22                 ANGELA JOSEPH:  I am Angela Joseph

         23  and this is my mother Essie Joseph.  We are both

         24  here for my brother and her son, Warren Joseph. My

         25  brother who was -- I mean that came to New York in
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          2  1987 of September and he wanted to join the Army. So

          3  he went home and came back in 1988 of March and

          4  joined in the Army.  He was there for eight years,

          5  but before he joined the Sergeant that joined him

          6  told him that once, which is Sergeant Lou, told him

          7  that once he joined the Army he was going to become

          8  a Citizen automatically.  He joined the Army and

          9  nothing of the sort happened.  Nothing like that

         10  happened.  He was there, he fought in the Gulf War,

         11  fell and injured his back.  He had his own troops

         12  and he brought them out safely, and he received like

         13  16 commendation medals.  On his -- he came out, but

         14  for some reason we didn't know what he was suffering

         15  from.  He never told us. He never wanted us to know

         16  his problem.  He figured he could handle it on his

         17  own.  And he was taking treatment, but apparently he

         18  started taking drugs to support his habit, and he

         19  then he turned to guns, which wasn't a good thing.

         20                 And so he got caught and he spent six

         21  months in prison.  Before he was sent to prison, he

         22  tried to commit suicide. And when he was on his way

         23  out of treatment, he came home to his wife and

         24  family, and started taking the drugs again because

         25  he couldn't handle it, and he surrendered.  He went
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          2  and surrendered, and he went to Third Avenue at the

          3  jail and they hold him there for three months.

          4  After three months, they sent him at Fort Dicks, he

          5  spent all the treatments there, but when he was

          6  about -- on his way out there, the immigration were

          7  out there waiting for him to deport him home.

          8                 So right now, he's at Hudson County

          9  Correctional Center being detained for deportation.

         10  His lawyer which is Ms. Slavinsky is on the case and

         11  I go see him twice a week and my mom goes sometimes.

         12    She tries her best, but every time she goes she

         13  ends up in pain, so I do most of the going to see

         14  him and give him the support.  But he fight for

         15  citizenship twice, which was in 94 and 95.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON MONSERRATE:  And is there

         17  a reason why he was denied or --

         18                 ANGELA JOSEPH:  No what happened --

         19                 CHAIRPERSON MONSERRATE:  -- Did he

         20  ever write a letter saying --

         21                 ANGELA JOSEPH:  Well, they

         22  interviewed him.  He went to the interview in Long

         23  Island and they told him that they were going to

         24  call him back.  They were waiting on his Honorable

         25  Discharge paper.  He was honorably discharged.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON MONSERRATE:  He was

          3  Honorably Discharged right?

          4                 ANGELA JOSEPH:  Yes.  And they never

          5  called him, for some reason they never did, and for

          6  some reason we found a receipt stating that he did

          7  file for citizenship.  The Immigration said that he

          8  did not, when the lawyer contest about it, they said

          9  for some reason that the reason why they didn't give

         10  him his citizenship because he did something to lose

         11  the honor.  He did not charge for that. Whatever he

         12  did to lose the honor he was not charged for it.  He

         13  went to prison but came out the same night, there

         14  was no charge.  All right, there was a party that he

         15  went to --

         16                 CHAIRPERSON MONSERRATE:  You don't

         17  have to give us all the details.

         18                 ANGELA JOSEPH:  -- So apparently,

         19  that's what happened.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON MONSERRATE:  Okay.

         21                 ANGELA JOSEPH: So they said that's

         22  why they didn't give him his citizenship. So, the

         23  lawyer, I think, she had talked to the immigration

         24  counselor and she took it from there.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON MONSERRATE:  Okay.  I
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          2  want to thank you both for your testimony today.

          3                 Yes, you want to add something?

          4                 ESSIE JOSEPH:  At the present time, I

          5  am poor fighting to see if I can get through.  I owe

          6  my lawyer which is fifty something thousand dollars.

          7    With all that money, and -- Mr Daniel is trying

          8  his best to give us his support, and also Ms.

          9  Slavinsky has been patient of waiting and doing what

         10  is necessary to help us.  That's it.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON MONSERRATE:  Okay, thank

         12  you both very much for your testimony.  And since

         13  there are no individuals or witnesses that are going

         14  to be presenting testimony, we will be closing

         15  today's hearing.  And thank you all for

         16  participating today. Thank you.

         17                 (Hearing concluded at 1:50 p.m.)
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