
New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int. No. 839

Prime Sponsors:
By the Public Advocate (Mr. Williams) (by request of the Queens Borough President)

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to increasing penalties for failure to comply with backflow prevention requirements

Submitted by:
Public Advocate Williams

Justification:
New York City has seen a spike in sewage backup failures in recent years, in part related to increased floodwaters due to climate change. These failures are not only deeply unpleasant, they can cause serious damage to New Yorkers’ homes and property. At worst, sewage backup failures can be very harmful to New Yorkers’ health.[footnoteRef:1] While sewer backup complaints fell last year, they spiked in the years immediately prior.[footnoteRef:2] According to the Plumbing Foundation, the current fines for failure to install water backflow prevention devices, which protect homes and facilities from sewage backups, and the fines to report on sewer backups are not high enough to incentivize compliance over accepting the existing fines for non-compliance.[footnoteRef:3] Intro. 839 would raise penalties to rectify this issue and properly incentivize compliance with existing backflow prevention requirements. [1:  https://www.thecity.nyc/2024/02/08/sewer-backups-elmhurst-solutions/, https://insideclimatenews.org/news/30112024/new-york-city-stormwater-and-sewage-flooding/]  [2: https://dmmr.nyc.gov/city-services/infrastructure-and-sustainability/department-of-environmental-protection/930 ]  [3:  See Testimony and Transcript from 2/16/21 Environmental Protection Hearing: https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3963891&GUID=8EFFB22C-27D5-4B6A-A507-7F09BAFE574D] 


