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          1  DEPARTMENT OF CITYWIDE ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: DCAS. If you

          3  would identify yourselves by name, title, agency,

          4  for the record.

          5                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: Yes, Ma'am. I

          6  am Bill Diamond, Commissioner of the Department of

          7  Citywide Administrative Services, and I thank you

          8  for allowing me the opportunity to discuss DCAS'

          9  component of Mayor Giuliani's Fiscal 2000 Executive

         10  Budget with you today.

         11                 Joining me are the senior members of

         12  my staff, many of whom you already know. To my right

         13  is First Deputy Commissioner Iris Weinshall. We have

         14  Richard Badillo, our Chief Financial Officer. Would

         15  you stand up, please. Thank you. Phil Damashek,

         16  General Counsel for DCAS. Joseph Wagner, Deputy

         17  Commissioner for Facilities Management and

         18  Construction. Judith Bergtraum, Deputy Commissioner

         19  for Municipal Supply Services. Joseph DeMarco,

         20  Deputy Commissioner for Personnel Services. Lori

         21  Fierstein, Deputy Commissioner for Real Estate

         22  Services. Mario Lapaix, Assistant Commissioner for

         23  Transportation Services. And Jyll Townes, Acting

         24  Assistant Commissioner for Equal Employment

         25  Opportunity.
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          2                 I will cover the following important

          3  topics in today's testimony. Proposed expenditures,

          4  agency revenue, headcount reduction and a discussion

          5  of the specific issues you have asked me to address.

          6                 The Mayor's Executive Financial Plan

          7  for DCAS in Fiscal 2000 calls for increased revenue

          8  of $12.7 million, most of it through an increase in

          9  funds generated from percentage-based leases and

         10  additional property sales.

         11                 DCAS has planned expenditures of

         12  $542.8 million in total funds for Fiscal '99 and

         13  $559.2 million for Fiscal 2000. Total planned

         14  headcount is 1,579 in Fiscal '99 and 1,550 in Fiscal

         15  2000.

         16                 In Fiscal Year 2000, DCAS plans to

         17  generate $74.4 million in revenue, primarily through

         18  rent collections and from real estate auctions. Thus

         19  far in Fiscal '99, we raised more than $15 million

         20  in cash receipts through real estate auction sales

         21  and we expect to earn an additional $8 million in

         22  cash through our two-day auction that took place

         23  last week.

         24                 In Fiscal 2000 the Department plans

         25  to raise $15.8 million from the sale of surplus

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            5

          1  DEPARTMENT OF CITYWIDE ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES

          2  commercial properties. DCAS also expects to collect

          3  $35.9 million from tenants occupying City-owned

          4  property, including $15 million from two major

          5  hotels.

          6                 The Department's Division of Real

          7  Estate Services also continues to audit lease

          8  overcharges by private landlords. In the current

          9  fiscal year alone, DCAS has recovered approximately

         10  $1 million in landlord overcharges. Since the

         11  inception of a lease audit program, we have

         12  conducted 80 audits and the agency's gross

         13  recoveries have totaled more than $8 million.

         14                 The sale of surplus equipment and

         15  vehicles by the Division of Municipal Supply

         16  Services is expected to generate a total of $6.7

         17  million by the end of the current fiscal year.

         18                 Expected civil service exam revenue

         19  in Fiscal 2000 is $3 million. In Fiscal Year '99,

         20  5.4 million will be generated due to the high volume

         21  of exams offered. Exams given in fiscal '99 include

         22  tests for police officer, firefighter, sanitation

         23  worker, child welfare specialist and custodian.

         24                 While DCAS continues to increase its

         25  revenues, we are doing so while reducing headcount.
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          2  Complying with the Mayor's aim to reduce the size of

          3  the City's overall labor force, DCAS will achieve

          4  its total headcount charges of $1.579 for the

          5  current fiscal year, and we are working toward our

          6  headcount reduction target of 1,550 for Fiscal 2000.

          7                 Since January 1994, we have reduced

          8  City-funded headcount by 55 percent from 2,209 to

          9  994. As you know, DCAS continues to support the

         10  Mayor's policy of moving people from welfare to work

         11  by hiring work experience program participants to

         12  full-time and per diem positions. And we continue to

         13  do this without displacing current employees or

         14  increasing headcount.

         15                 During Fiscal '99 we hired seven WEP

         16  participants to full vacancies that existed in

         17  various positions throughout the agency. Since the

         18  beginning of Fiscal '97, we have hired a total of 59

         19  WEP participants.

         20                 I would now like to respond to the

         21  specific questions that you raised.

         22                 The City allocated an additional $2.5

         23  million in DMS' budget as a precautionary measure in

         24  the event that there are needs identified through

         25  the City's Y2K readiness assessment. A new need of
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          2  $414,000 was requested for operations and services

          3  associated with the ongoing implementation of the

          4  FMS system. Specifically, the funding will be used

          5  to cover employee training, overtime for City

          6  employees, additional temporary employees to work on

          7  the data conversion process, and for technical staff

          8  needed to develop policies and procedures for DCAS

          9  and other City agencies.

         10                 On previous occasions I have also

         11  ascribed to you the many initiatives underway at

         12  DCAS designed to improve productivity and realize

         13  additional savings in the years to come. From

         14  paperless personnel transactions, to the direct

         15  delivery of office supplies, to our high energy

         16  lighting program, to contracted vehicle maintenance,

         17  through efforts like these we continue to implement

         18  new and innovative programs that enable us to

         19  provide high quality service to our client agencies.

         20                 It has always been our goal to

         21  develop these programs that benefit not only our

         22  immediate clients, but the taxpayers of New York

         23  City as well.

         24                 Thank you, Madame Chair, for the

         25  opportunity to discuss these important matters with
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          2  you, and I am happy now to take any questions that

          3  you may have.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Well, thank you

          5  for your testimony. I wish we could borrow the

          6  program so that everything we read could be as

          7  boldly printed as this that we read here.

          8                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: Thank you,

          9  Madam Chair. We can make that available to you.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Thank you so

         11  much. You have to have funding for things that I

         12  would think would ordinarily be a part of the City's

         13  budget: Training of staff, that would be expected

         14  because you would have to hire personnel. You would

         15  certainly, not with an agency, with a Commissioner

         16  and Deputy Commissioners, such that exists in your

         17  agency, would not want people on staff who are not

         18  competent, well trained, so I would assume that

         19  built into that budget would be already the ability

         20  to fund training for that staff. Why is it necessary

         21  to have that additional supplementary budget for

         22  more training beyond that --

         23                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: Madam Chair,

         24  you make a very good point. But we are bringing new

         25  systems into play, such as the FMS system, which the
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          2  new computer system necessary to replace on our

          3  part, in DCAS' part the old CLIP system, so

          4  therefore we have to train our procurement people

          5  and those of the other agencies to use this new

          6  system. So, this is a Year 2000 compliance system.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: So, you are

          8  saying this is necessary because you are initiating

          9  training for a new system?

         10                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: Yes, Ma'am.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: And thereby the

         12  funds that were already there for training cannot be

         13  transferred to you for that system?

         14                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: Well, of course

         15  there is a whole series of training and as you know,

         16  DCAS does training for other agencies and is

         17  reimbursed for it. The one that I referred to in my

         18  remarks essentially was what we think is necessary

         19  for the new financial management system, essentially

         20  under the control of Finance, but has a very

         21  important role for DCAS. Without this system being

         22  operational, we can't purchase. So, this is key to

         23  the agency and to the ability of the City of New

         24  York to function in the Year 2000.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: So, this would
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          2  not only make DCAS able to function, but according

          3  to what I am hearing, the ability of DCAS to train

          4  other agencies within the City of New York as well?

          5  You say you train other agencies?

          6                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: Right. It is

          7  essentially to train, the 14,000 is essentially to

          8  train our own staff, and others to operate this

          9  system. We have ongoing training all the time and

         10  that is reimbursable.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Who would the

         12  others be?

         13                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: It is

         14  essentially, the four and the 14,000 is essentially

         15  just for the FMS system. But we continue, we have

         16  training all the time that constantly goes on in our

         17  agency.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: In other words,

         19  that would be DCAS and their personnel?

         20                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: Yes.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: It has nothing

         22  to do with other Mayoral agencies.

         23                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: Yes, that's

         24  right.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Okay, fine.
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          2                 While will salaries exceed plan? Are

          3  fewer staff retiring or leaving the Department than

          4  usual, for instance?

          5                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: I am not sure

          6  about that. But I do understand that hopefully there

          7  will be some increases under the labor contracts and

          8  under the managerial context.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Well, I imagine

         10  most people would hope that there is some.

         11                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: Yes, we all

         12  hope that. We all hope that. We are not expanding

         13  our headcount, Madam Chair. I think the whole idea

         14  here is to have a more professional, smaller in

         15  number but more professional and better paid

         16  employee pool. I think that is what we are aiming

         17  at.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: In other words,

         19  this is not an effort to say across the board there

         20  will be increases and they must be paid for. You are

         21  suggesting that the increases will reflect an effort

         22  or a retention on the part of the agency, as you had

         23  stated, to have a smaller, more professionally

         24  trained staff, and of course that is not going to be

         25  the results of any deliberate action on the part of
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          2  the agency, but as staff leaves there will be no

          3  replacements; is that what you are saying?

          4                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: No, I didn't

          5  say that.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Okay. How will

          7  it be smaller?

          8                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: They are

          9  slightly smaller. The headcount will go down

         10  slightly. It has gone down over the years in this

         11  administration substantially, as I said by 55

         12  percent, but through normal attrition we are not

         13  laying off anyone or anything of that nature.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: So by normal

         15  attrition you mean if somebody retires, it is not

         16  necessarily true that that position or all positions

         17  will be filled?

         18                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: Yes, exactly.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Or if someone

         20  expires, unfortunately it doesn't mean that every

         21  vacancy will be filled.

         22                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: That's right,

         23  Ma'am.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: However, if

         25  there is a need for personnel, you will be able to
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          2  fill a position.

          3                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: Of course, that

          4  is our goal.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: And the person

          6  who is hired will be hired at the new, improved

          7  professional salary; is that what you are talking

          8  about?

          9                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: Yes, if they

         10  fit that category. Yes. If they come at a lower

         11  level, it is nice.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Well, there is

         13  always the entry level salary, but the entry level

         14  salary will be at the higher professional level --

         15                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: Yes.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Since you are

         17  inspiring for more inspired higher paid professional

         18  staff; is that correct?

         19                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: Yes, Ma'am.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Okay.

         21                 Does the Department anticipate any

         22  emergency situations? I am referring, for instance,

         23  to the Department's proposal for increased funding

         24  by two and a half million dollars in Fiscal 2000 to

         25  purchase additional emergency supplies for a central
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          2  store house. The Department states that these

          3  supplies would only be used in an emergency

          4  situation. Should the existing inventory be

          5  exhausted first, or --

          6                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: Oh, I would

          7  believe so, yes, Ma'am. It is only prudent that the

          8  City prepares for any possibilities that could occur

          9  as the result of the E Y2K change, mostly from the

         10  outside, rather than from us.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: What sort of

         12  emergency supplies is the Department purchasing with

         13  this additional funding?

         14                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: Well, I would

         15  think generally, for example, if a supplier couldn't

         16  provide us with sufficient food stuffs, we would

         17  have on hand the food stuffs available to carry us

         18  through to the point where we would be able to

         19  supply our clients.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: I don't

         21  understand that. What do you mean "food stuffs"?

         22                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: For food.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: For what reason

         24  would you have food?

         25                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: We buy all of
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          2  the food for the hospitals, for the prisons. The

          3  patients and the prisoners must be fed, of course.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: So then you are

          5  speaking in your capacity of purchasing food for

          6  other agencies?

          7                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: Yes. Yes,

          8  that's right, we purchase for them. You never can be

          9  sure that even while the City of New York will be

         10  prepared for Y2K in my belief, and I know the agency

         11  is prepared, we are not absolutely sure that other

         12  suppliers in the general private sector that supply

         13  will be in this position, so we have to be cautious

         14  so that we don't interrupt any essential foods to

         15  the prison and hospital populations, for example.

         16  But there are other examples.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Have we had

         18  instances where we have been -- I know we haven't

         19  had such emergencies in the past, but have we had

         20  indication so far that there are City agencies,

         21  using the examples that you have stipulated,

         22  correction facilities, hospitals, institutions of

         23  that nature, where they did not have food supplies?

         24                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: No, there has

         25  been none.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Okay.

          3                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: And we

          4  optimistically think there is a good chance there

          5  won't be any problem, but believe you me, if it ever

          6  occurred we are prepared to meet it, and I think

          7  that is just being prudent.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: So, what degree

          9  would we be talking about having food supplies on

         10  hand? Would that be for a week, for a month, for a

         11  year, for a day, six months? Do we have any

         12  assessment as to how much we are talking about? Just

         13  so that we would have some idea.

         14                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: Yes. I think a

         15  couple of weeks worth at least.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: And where would

         17  these supplies be stored?

         18                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: Probably at our

         19  warehouse.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Okay.

         21                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: We would

         22  physically control it, so we would have it available

         23  in case of a problem.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: The Division of

         25  Municipal Supply Services, FMS, the Department
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          2  proposes to increase funding by $82,000 in Fiscal

          3  1999, and this is by $414,000 in Fiscal 2000 so that

          4  the Department can incorporate its ordering schedule

          5  into fiscal or management systems. The Department

          6  requires this action so that its contract

          7  administration ordering computer will be Y2K

          8  compliant.

          9                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: Right.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: When does the

         11  Department anticipate the completion of this

         12  project?

         13                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: It is being

         14  done right now. We are in the process of switching

         15  over right now.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: So you mean it

         17  is ready?

         18                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: No. It is in

         19  the process of being switched. It will be ready by

         20  July 1st, is what we understand.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Of 1999.

         22                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: Yes, Ma'am. It

         23  better be.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Will we be

         25  invited to the switchover.
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          2                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: Whatever you

          3  would like.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: What particular

          5  areas of this project will these additional funds be

          6  used for?

          7                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: Mostly in

          8  training, when they become knowledgeable and are

          9  able to operate the new system.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Following the

         11  completion of this project, will all the DCAS

         12  computers system be Y2K compliant?

         13                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: Yes. We are Y2K

         14  compliant right now. The FMS system is a Citywide

         15  system of which we have a portion of, which we have

         16  an important portion, but only a small portion, and

         17  that is being worked on right this minute.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Now, you propose

         19  to increase funding by 500,000 Fiscal 2000 and the

         20  out-years to hire a consultant to upgrade its local

         21  area network.  This project is no longer eligible

         22  for capital funds reimbursement; why not?

         23                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: Because it is

         24  to pay the consultants that are working on the LAN

         25  system and under the budgetary rules we have been
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          2  told that it is not capital eligible.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: But it was

          4  before, wasn't it?

          5                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: Well, when you

          6  buy the equipment initially, I think you can

          7  capitalize it and you probably can capitalize some

          8  of the training, but as you go on further and you

          9  keep the same system but you are teaching

         10  continually new people how to operate it.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: So this teaching

         12  and the training is not capital, then that becomes

         13  expense?

         14                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: Expense, yes.

         15  It is ongoing.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Only a little

         17  more suffering, Commissioner.

         18                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: It's a

         19  pleasure, Ma'am.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: I don't believe

         21  it for a minute.

         22                 The Brooklyn Court space, you propose

         23  to increase funding for lease expense by $411,000 in

         24  that great year, Fiscal 2000, and the outyears. You

         25  require additional funding so that you can provide
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          2  additional lease space at 141 Livingston Street for

          3  the Office of Court Administration. What are some of

          4  the factors that led to the increase in office space

          5  for the Office of Court Administration? Why?

          6                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: Well, as you

          7  may know, Ma'am, the shortage of court space in

          8  Brooklyn is the most severe in the City of New York.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Really?

         10                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: Yes.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Could have

         12  fooled me. That is the Housing Court building.

         13                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: Yes, Housing

         14  Court and Supreme Court and Criminal Court and

         15  Family Court.

         16                 As a matter of fact, as you know

         17  there is on the drawing board a project called 330

         18  Jay Street which would build 750,000 square feet of

         19  additional court space which essentially would allow

         20  for the movement of various courts to take the

         21  pressure off.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: That is because

         23  we have too many attorneys. Go ahead.

         24                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: So, in the

         25  interim we have to keep leasing space wherever we
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          2  can find it because of this overall problem, which

          3  we hope to solve through the construction at 330 Jay

          4  Street.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Because of the

          6  fact that 330 Jay Street no longer needed a Human

          7  Resource Administration and it can no longer be, it

          8  can't be an employment center, it is now going to be

          9  a court --

         10                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: Well, it is a

         11  very small building, Madam Chair.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: I know the

         13  building.

         14                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: They are moving

         15  to 250 Livingston, which is part of the old

         16  headquarters of the Fire Department, and in its

         17  place is going to rise a million square foot

         18  building, which is a terrific shot in the arm

         19  economically for the Borough of Brooklyn and also

         20  solve the court's problem.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: What is going to

         22  be there?

         23                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: Three-quarters

         24  of the building will be for the court's use. One

         25  quarter will be I understand for private tenants and
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          2  you will have a million square foot building on that

          3  site and it will be --

          4                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Of the old Fire

          5  Department?

          6                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: No, of the old

          7  Health Department on Jay Street, the one you

          8  referred to I believe.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Oh, I see. Well,

         10  I don't know if it will be a shot in the arm, but

         11  maybe Metrotech, not Metrotech but the Marriot may

         12  find it comforting to know that they are there.

         13                 What particular section of the Office

         14  of Court Administration will be taking place at 141

         15  Livingston Street?

         16                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: I believe it is

         17  more court space for the Housing Court.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: So that will be

         19  an expansion of the Housing Court?

         20                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: Yes, I believe

         21  two floors, and very necessary, as you know, Ma'am.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Okay.

         23                 You have Supreme Court judges office

         24  leases, and the Department plans to increase its

         25  Other Than Personal Service OTPS funding by $544,000
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          2  in Fiscal 2000, by 653,000 in the outyears. The

          3  increase is required to provide leased space located

          4  at 61 Broadway in Manhattan for a Supreme Court

          5  judge?

          6                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: Ma'am, the City

          7  of New York gets 100 percent reimbursement now for

          8  all of these courts requests, so we don't exactly

          9  second guess the court system. They are the best

         10  people who know what they need, and since they pay

         11  for it --

         12                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Well, they pay

         13  for it, we will agree to that.

         14                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: That's right.

         15  They pay for it and it is really hard to say no to

         16  the hand that feeds you.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Well, sometimes

         18  you have to. So that is the reason there is an

         19  increase of 109,000 from Fiscal 2000 to the

         20  out-year?

         21                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: Yes, Ma'am.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: So, if they are

         23  paying for it, why this increase in the expense?

         24                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: We have to

         25  outlay it, then they pay us back.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: I see.

          3                 And when will this office space

          4  become available for every day use?

          5                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: Six months or

          6  so, Ma'am.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Six months.

          8                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: Or so, yes.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: So that means in

         10  1999 this will become available, okay.

         11                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: The City

         12  figures, City time, about January.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: So if you say

         14  six months, you mean in the Year 2000?

         15                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: Yes, Ma'am. I

         16  would think so.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Okay.

         18                 Is this new Supreme Court Judge, is

         19  this the new Supreme Court Judge? If not, where was

         20  --

         21                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: Ma'am, it is an

         22  Appellate Court Judge.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Oh, well, I have

         24  Supreme Court. It is an Appellate Court Judge?

         25                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: Yes, that is
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          2  what I understand.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Well, was there

          4  an office for this particular judge?

          5                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: Yes.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: And where was

          7  that particular office?

          8                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: He was in

          9  different space I understand. They moved him around

         10  from time to time. They can have their chambers more

         11  or less wherever they want, the Appellate Court.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Have they paid

         13  for their chambers or?

         14                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: No, the

         15  taxpayers pay for it.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Oh. That is why

         17  it is so easy for them to have one, right?

         18                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: Ma'am, I agree

         19  with you.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: But for the sake

         21  of answering my question, do you know where the

         22  office was previously?

         23                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: We can get that

         24  for you. We can get that for you.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: I want to
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          2  announce to this very happy office, you have now

          3  reprieved, the Commissioner and the Deputy

          4  Commissioner and DCAS is free to go.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: Thank you. Are

          7  there no questions from the honorable staff or from

          8  the other Councilperson present?

          9                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: I asked for

         10  questions beforehand and they said no. So there are

         11  no questions.

         12                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: Thank you,

         13  Ma'am.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Thank you. Now,

         15  if you want to ask me a question, why did you spend

         16  that money this way? Why didn't you put some more

         17  money in the til for schools, et cetera, et cetera,

         18  do you want to ask?

         19                 COMMISSIONER DIAMOND: No, thank you.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON PINKETT: Thank you so

         21  much. Commissioner, thank you for your patience.

         22                 (Hearing concluded at 3:30 p.m.)

         23

         24

         25
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          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7
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          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.
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