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Introduction

On January 19, 2017, the Committee on Education, chaired by Council Member Daniel Dromm, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 1254, sponsored by Council Member Mark Treyger, which relates to expanding the distribution of college savings plan materials. This will be the first hearing on this bill. Representatives from the Department of Education (DOE), the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH), union leaders, advocates, educators and other members of the public have been invited to testify.
Background

In December 2013, the Council passed Local Law 126, sponsored by Council Member Andy King, which required DOE to develop and distribute materials containing information regarding college savings plans to students entering kindergarten, sixth grade, and ninth grade, and to any new student in kindergarten through grade twelve.
 Such information includes information regarding New York State’s 529 college savings program, and other general information regarding tuition and financial aid eligibility at colleges under the authority of the City University of New York and the State University of New York, with the aim of educating students and families about options available for financing students’ education. The proposed bill, Int. No. 1254, would expand upon Local Law 126 by requiring distribution of such materials to include students in pre-kindergarten, requiring DOHMH to include such college savings materials when DOHMH sends a child’s birth certificate to a family, and requiring DOHMH to make the materials available on its website. 
Analysis of Int. No. 1254
Section one of Int. No. 1254 would amend the title of section 3-209.2 of the code to read “Distribution of college-savings plan materials in schools.” Section one would also amend the definition of “School” to include pre-kindergarten, and would amend subdivision b to additionally require that DOE produce and distribute college savings plans materials to students entering into pre-kindergarten.  
Section two of the bill would add a new section 17-168.1 to the code.  The new section would require DOHMH to provide the college savings plan materials required by section 3-209.2 of the code to the mother, parents, or guardians of a child at the same time that DOHMH sends such individuals a child’s certificate of registration of birth.  The new section would also require DOHMH to make such materials available on its website.

Section three of the bill would provide that the local law would take effect 120 days after it becomes law.

Int. No. 1254
 
By Council Members Treyger, King, Ulrich, Cohen, Richards, Palma, Koo, Chin, Menchaca and Levin (by request of the Brooklyn Borough President)
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to expanding college savings plan materials in schools to include pre-kindergarten and to distributing college savings plan materials to parents or guardians with a child’s certificate of registration of birth
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Section 3-209.2 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 126 for the year 2013, is amended to read as follows:
§ 3-209.2 Distribution of college-savings plan materials in schools. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section:
1. “Department” shall mean the department of education.
2. “School” shall mean any public school in the city of New York under the jurisdiction of the department of education that contains any combination of grades from and including pre-kindergarten through grade twelve.
b. The department shall develop materials containing information regarding college savings plans. At a minimum, such materials shall include information on (i) college-savings programs available to students including, but not limited to, information regarding New York's 529 college savings program and (ii) general information regarding tuition at colleges under the authority of the city university of New York and at colleges under the authority of the state university of New York and financial aid eligibility. Such materials shall be produced and distributed by the department to each school for distribution to every student of such school upon his or her entry into pre-kindergarten, kindergarten, grade six and grade nine and to every student upon his or her entry into a school as a new student.
c. The department shall ensure that materials developed pursuant to subdivision b of this section are provided to all schools in sufficient quantity to satisfy the requirements of subdivisions b and d of this section.
d. The department shall ensure that such written materials are available in the main or central office in each school and that such materials are available on the department's website for students and parents who wish to obtain such materials.
§ 2. Chapter 1 of title 17 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 17-168.1 to read as follows:
§ 17-168.1 Distribution of college-savings plan materials with certificate of registration of birth. a. The department shall provide the college savings plan materials described in subdivision b of section 3-209.2 to the parents or guardian of the child or to the mother of the child at the same time the department sends the child’s certificate of registration of birth pursuant to section 17-168.
b. The department shall make such materials available on its website.
§ 3. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law.
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� See Committee Report of the New York City Council Committee on Education, “Proposed Int. No. 1091-A,” Dec. 9, 2013, available at � HYPERLINK "http://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=1448961&GUID=2A1AB827-4F85-435D-8644-A68ED9C2D26D&Options=ID|Text|&Search=126" �http://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=1448961&GUID=2A1AB827-4F85-435D-8644-A68ED9C2D26D&Options=ID|Text|&Search=126� (last visited Jan. 9, 2017).
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