[bookmark: _GoBack]Governmental Operations, State and Federal Legislation Committee Staff
Jayasri Ganapathy, Senior Legislative Counsel
Erica Cohen, Policy Analyst
Hector German, Economist



[image: ]

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK


COMMITTEE REPORT OF THE GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS DIVISION
Andrea Vazquez, Director 
Rachel Cordero, Deputy Director, Governmental Affairs



COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS, STATE & FEDERAL LEGISLATION
Hon. Lincoln Restler, Chair



June 11, 2025



	

	By Council Member Restler

	SLR #12:
	S.4966 (Bailey)
A.292 (Cruz)

	TITLE: 
	AN ACT to amend the New York city charter, in relation to allowing access to sealed records and certain confidential records by the New York city civilian complaint review board in furtherance of the board's duties and functions



I. BACKGROUND
On June 11, 2025, the Committee on Governmental Operations, State and Federal Legislation, chaired by Council Member Lincoln Restler, held a vote on Preconsidered SLR 12, State Legislation Resolution requesting the New York State Legislature to pass bills introduced by Senator Bailey, S.4966, and Assembly Member Cruz, A.292, “AN ACT to amend the New York city charter, in relation to allowing access to sealed records and certain confidential records by the New York city civilian complaint review board in furtherance of the board's duties and functions.” Preconsidered SLR 12 passed with 6 votes in the affirmative, 3 votes in the negative, and 0 abstentions.
II. PROPOSED STATE LEGISLATION
	 The Civilian Complaint Review Board (CCRB) is tasked with investigating allegation of police misconduct—including excessive use of force, biased-based policing, and abuse of authority. In the course of their investigations, the CCRB often relies on records and materials that have been sealed due to underlying police misconduct or error, such as records relating to arrests or searches where police did not have sufficient probable cause, thereby resulting in the sealing of records after the case is resolved in a defendants’ favor. However, the CCRB can face significant delays in its efforts to obtain access to certain sealed records, such as seeking court authorized unsealing order or obtaining release waivers from impacted civilians. The process to gain access to sealed records impacts the efficiency of CCRB operations, and can place certain investigations in jeopardy due to the agency needing to comply with established statutes of limitation in order to recommend discipline for police misconduct. 
	A.292/S.4977, sponsored by Assemblymember Cruz and Senator Baily, would grant CCRB access to certain sealed and confidential records in furtherance of the Board's duties and functions, a change in law that would expedite CCRB investigations and further efforts to ensure police are held accountable for misconduct.
III. FISCAL IMPLICATIONS
	See Council Finance Division fiscal impact statement.
IV. EFFECTIVE DATE
	This bill takes effect immediately.
Preconsidered State Legislation Resolution No. 12

..Title
State Legislation Resolution requesting the New York State Legislature to pass bills introduced by Senator Bailey, S.4966, and Assembly Member Cruz, A.292, “AN ACT to amend the New York city charter, in relation to allowing access to sealed records and certain confidential records by the New York city civilian complaint review board in furtherance of the board's duties and functions”.
..Body

By Council Member Restler

	Whereas, Bills have been introduced in the New York State Legislature by Senator Bailey, S.4966, and Assembly Member Cruz, A.292, “AN ACT to amend the New York city charter, in relation to allowing access to sealed records and certain confidential records by the New York city civilian complaint review board in furtherance of the board's duties and functions”; and

Whereas, The enactment of the above State Legislation requires the concurrence of the Council of the City of New York as the local legislative body; now, therefore, be it 

	Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York, in accordance with the provisions of Section 2 of Article 9 of the Constitution of the State of New York, does hereby request the New York State Legislature to enact into law the aforesaid pending bills.
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