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TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to cancelling tickets upon showing of a valid muni-meter receipt.
.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends chapter 2 of title 19 of the New York City Administrative Code by adding a new section 19-215.
M 0746-2012
Communication from the Mayor – Mayor’s veto and disapproval message of Introductory Number 490-A, in relation to cancelling tickets upon showing of a valid muni-meter receipt.
INTRODUCTION

On March 27, 2012, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member James Vacca, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 490-A, a Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to cancelling tickets upon showing of a valid muni-meter receipt and M746-2012, communication from the Mayor: Mayor’s veto and disapproval message of Introductory Number 490-A, in relation to cancelling tickets upon showing of a valid muni-meter receipt.  This bill would require traffic agents to cancel a notice of violation for failing to pay the metered fare on the spot upon the showing of a valid muni-meter receipt to the agent no later than five minutes after the agent issued the ticket, when such receipt shows an official start time that is no later than five minutes after the notice was issued. The bill would also require the Department of Finance to keep a record and submit a report to the City Council of all the notices of violation canceled pursuant to the bill’s requirements.


This will be the third hearing on Int. No. 490-A.  The first hearing on this bill was held on April 5, 2011, and among others, representatives of the New York City Police Department and CWA Local 1182 testified.  Amendments were made to the legislation after the April 5 hearing.  The second hearing of this bill was on January 17, 2012.  At that hearing, the Committee on Transportation voted 10-1 in favor of the bill, with no abstentions.  On January 18, 2012, the Council adopted the bill, by a vote of 46-1 in favor of the bill, with no abstentions.  On February 17, 2012, the Mayor forwarded a message to the City Clerk and Clerk of the Council, indicating that he would veto the legislation.  On February 29, 2012, the Council received this veto, M0746-2012.  The veto stated that the legislation could lead to fraud, that there are existing remedies to contest a traffic infraction, and that enactment of the legislation may endanger enforcement personnel.
BACKGROUND

The Department of Transportation (“DOT”) manages New York City’s on street parking system that encompasses approximately 63,000 parking meters.
  Starting in 1996, the DOT began replacing single space parking meters with Muni-Meters at various locations throughout the City.
  Muni Meters are multi space meters that allow for payment by credit and debit cards. According to DOT, by eliminating the need to install one meter per parking space, the parking capacity on a typical Manhattan street block could increase by as much as 15 to 20 percent.
   After making a purchase, motorists are required to display the muni-meter receipt on their vehicle’s dashboard.  There are approximately 600 muni-meters throughout the City that accept credit or debit cards, most of which are located in Manhattan.
  As of Fiscal Year 2011, 40.9% of metered spaces had muni-meters installed by DOT.

ANALYSIS


Section 1 of Int. No. 490-A would amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York by adding a new section 19-215.  Subdivision a of new section 19-215 would define “agent” as any person employed by the City of New York who is authorized to issue a notice of violation for parking violations. Subdivision a of new section 19-215 would also define “muni-meter receipt” as the receipt showing the amount of parking time that is dispensed by an electronic parking meter. 


Subdivision b of new section 19-215 would require any agent who issues a notice of violation by electronic means, for the failure to pay the metered fare, to cancel the notice of violation no later than five minutes after the issuance of such notice when the agent is shown a valid muni-meter receipt with an official start time stamp and such start time is no later than five minutes after the time of the issuance of such notice. Subdivision b would further require that the electronic copy of the canceled notice be marked “valid muni-meter receipt shown; ticket canceled” and include the number of the muni-meter receipt shown. In addition, it would require that the electronic system used by the agent to issue the notice be programmed to prohibit the notice from being canceled later than five minutes after the issuance of the notice.


Subdivision c of new section 19-215 would require the Department of Finance to keep a record of all notices of violation canceled pursuant to subdivision b of the new section 19-215. The subdivision would also require the Commissioner of Finance to send a report to the City Council, on or before March 31, 2013 and annually thereafter on or before the same date, detailing the number of notices of violation canceled pursuant to subdivision b of new section 19-215 in the prior calendar year.


Section 2 of Int. No. 490-A would provide that this local law take effect one hundred and eighty days after it is enacted into law, except that during the one hundred and eighty day period the Department of Finance would be required to provide appropriate training to all agents who will enforce the law.
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A LOCAL LAW

..Title

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to canceling tickets upon showing of a valid muni-meter receipt.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

Section 1. Chapter 2 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-215 to read as follows: 

            §19-215 Cancellation of certain tickets. a. For the purposes of this section, the following terms shall be defined as follows: 


1. “Agent” shall mean any person employed by the city of New York authorized to issue a notice of violation for parking violations.

2. "Muni-meter receipt" shall mean the receipt showing the amount of parking time purchased that is dispensed by an electronic parking meter. 
b. Any agent who issues a notice of violation by electronic means for failure to pay the metered fare shall cancel such notice of violation when, not later than five minutes after the issuance of such notice, such agent is shown a valid muni-meter receipt with an official start time stamp and such start time is no later than five minutes after the time of the issuance of such notice.  The electronic copy of such canceled notice shall be marked “valid muni-meter receipt shown; ticket canceled” and shall include the number of such muni-meter receipt shown.  The electronic system used by the agent to issue such notice shall be programmed to prohibit such notice from being canceled later than five minutes after the issuance of such notice.  

c. The department shall keep a record of all notices of violation canceled pursuant to subdivision b of this section.  On or before March 31, 2013 and annually thereafter on or before March 31, the commissioner shall send a report to the city council detailing the number of notices of violation canceled pursuant to subdivision b of this section in the prior calendar year.

§2. This local law shall take effect one hundred eighty days following enactment, except that during such one hundred eighty day period, the department shall provide appropriate training to all agents who will enforce such law.
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