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          1  STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATION

          2                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: Welcome

          3  to the hearing on State and Federal Legislation. Do

          4  not adjust your TV sets, I'm not Joel Rivera. I'm

          5  Joe Addabbo. Unfortunately, Joel could not be here

          6  today and he asked me if I could chair the Committee

          7  and I graciously said thank you and I appreciate the

          8  opportunity.

          9                 I want to welcome my colleagues to my

         10  far right. Mike McMahon. Next to him Helen Sears. To

         11  my right here, Bikku Kuruvila, the Counsel to this

         12  Committee. Maria Baez, and Vinne Gentile. And I want

         13  to thank all of my colleagues who have come here

         14  today.

         15                 I'd also like to thank James Caras,

         16  Counsel, and Ann Brown, Assistant Counsel, and the

         17  Sergeant-At-Arms, for making this meeting possible.

         18                 Good morning. Today's hearing of the

         19  State and Federal Legislation Committee will focus

         20  on one item, Senate Bill No. 5894.

         21                 This bill will allow the City of New

         22  York to suspend the sales and compensating use tax

         23  on home heating and natural gas used for residential

         24  purposes for the months of December, January and

         25  February.
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          2                 As you probably know, Home Heating

          3  prices in the City of New York and Statewide have

          4  increased dramatically in the past year. Fifty

          5  percent, according to the New York State Research

          6  and Development Authority.

          7                 Capacity problems, along with

          8  speculation and devastation to our country's

          9  oil-producing infrastructure, created by tropical

         10  storms and hurricanes, namely Hurricanes Katrina and

         11  Rita, could send residential heating bills soaring.

         12                 Ninety percent of all households use

         13  either natural gas or fuel oil to heat their homes.

         14  This increase, in the home heating oil and natural

         15  gas prices could have a broad impact on the pockets

         16  of New Yorkers across the City and State.

         17                 I am particularly concerned about the

         18  disproportionate impact these increases will have on

         19  low- and middle-income individuals and families.

         20                 As such, I urge you to support this

         21  important legislation to bring a small measure of

         22  relief to the people of this City.

         23                 The reason for asking the State

         24  Legislature to suspend a City tax is due to the

         25  fiscal crisis we experienced in the seventies when
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          2  New York City's authority to impose a local sales

          3  tax had been suspended.

          4                 Again, I welcome you all here. Since

          5  I understand there are no witnesses on this given

          6  proposal, I would like to call the roll.

          7                 At this point I'd like to call the

          8  roll, and I'd like to welcome also a colleague, Lew

          9  Fidler, to the Committee, and I ask the roll call be

         10  done at this time.

         11                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: We will now

         12  take the vote for State and Federal Legislation.

         13  Preconsidered SLR.

         14                 Preconsidered SLR Senate Bill 5984.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         16  Addabbo.

         17                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Mr. Chairman,

         24  if I could just have brief leave to explain my

         25  vote.
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          2                 I just want to commend the Committee

          3  and the Council. I think what we're doing here is

          4  100 percent appropriate, and dovetails into our

          5  prior action of requesting relief for the tax on

          6  gasoline, the State sales tax on gasoline, as well.

          7                 It's a shame, really, that local

          8  government has to take these actions because the

          9  federal government is dragging its feet, but I think

         10  that we here in the City Council are hearing loud

         11  and clear from our constituents, and especially

         12  those who are on fixed incomes, and are concerned

         13  about how they're going to heat their homes and

         14  their apartments in the coming winter months.

         15                 So, what we're doing here is wholly

         16  appropriate.

         17                 I would only ask that the clerk add

         18  my name to this resolution as a prime sponsor, and I

         19  gladly vote yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Permission to

         22  explain my vote?

         23                 I vote yes, and I think I'm on it,

         24  but I'm not certain. If I'm not, I'd like to be on

         25  it.
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          2                 And just to congratulate the

          3  Committee, because I would agree with our colleague,

          4  Councilman McMahon, the federal government is not

          5  doing what it's supposed to be doing, and it shows

          6  that this Council, and the initiatives it has taken

          7  over these last four years, I think have absolutely

          8  shown and demonstrated the leadership.

          9                 Thank you, Mr. Chair.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: I vote aye,

         12  and also ask that my name be added as a sponsor.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of six in

         14  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         15  abstentions, the item is adopted.

         16                 Council Members, please sign the

         17  Committee report.

         18                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: Council

         19  Member Lew Fidler.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Yes.

         21                 I'd also like to ask to be named as a

         22  sponsor on this legislation. I certainly agree that

         23  if we're going to wait for George Bush to do

         24  something, it's going to be a very, very long wait.

         25                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: I want to
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          2  thank all my colleagues for being here, and meeting

          3  adjourned.

          4                 (Hearing concluded at 11:27 a.m.)
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          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 11th day of October 2005.

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

                                   ---------------------

         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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