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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: We have a

          3  proclamation. This Proclamation goes to Theo

          4  Dicaltos (phonetic), President of the Dodecanesian

          5  Society. Can you come up, Theo.

          6                 And Your Eminence, I understand,

          7  Archbishop Spyridon, I understand that these islands

          8  have a particular importance, significance to you.

          9                 Could we have this read into the

         10  record, please.

         11                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Proclamation, City

         12  of New York.

         13                 Whereas, this year, the Federation of

         14  Dodecanesian Societies of America and Canada is

         15  celebrating the 51st anniversary of the unification

         16  of the Islands of Dodecanisos with Greece; and

         17                 Whereas, the small islands, coveted

         18  for their strategic locations and excellent harbors,

         19  were famed in the ancient world as intellectual and

         20  cultural centers; the Harbor of Rhodes was dominated

         21  by the Colossus, one of the Seven Wonders of the

         22  World and its school of oratory trained the leaders

         23  of Greek Democracy as well as the great Roman

         24  orators; and

         25                 Whereas, following World War I, in
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          2  1918, the Dodecanesian islands were warded to Greece

          3  under a provision set forth by the Treaty of Sevres,

          4  but Italy soon reneged; and

          5                 Whereas, the movement for union with

          6  Greece carried through the administrations of

          7  Presidents Woodrow Wilson and Harry Truman; the

          8  Dodecanesians served in armies opposing fascists in

          9  Abysinnia and Spain, during the invasion of Greece

         10  and in the American military on all fronts in the

         11  Second World War; and

         12                 Whereas, the Dodecanesian islands

         13  were unified with Greece on March 7, 1948; now,

         14  therefore,

         15                 Let it be known, that the Council of

         16  the City of New York recognizes the 51st anniversary

         17  of the unification of the Dodecanesian islands with

         18  Greece.

         19                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Since I am advised

         20  by his Eminence that Sisero received his education

         21  in Rhodes, I think that, among other things that

         22  Italians and Americans have to be grateful for, I

         23  think it would be appropriate to present this to

         24  Theo and to you, your Eminence, and to ask you if

         25  you would like to comment.
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          2                 ARCHBISHOP SPYRIDON: I am extremely

          3  happy, of course, and grateful to the Speaker for

          4  this Proclamation, for a very personal and

          5  sentimental reason, and that is that my origins are

          6  in Rhodes. I come from Rhodes. I studied in Rhodes,

          7  which is the main island of the Dodecanesian

          8  islands, so I am extremely grateful to you. And on

          9  the part of all the Dodecanesians here in the United

         10  States and Canada, God bless you. Thank you.

         11                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you so much,

         12  your Eminence.

         13                 And Theo.

         14                 MR. DICALTOS: Thank you, Speaker

         15  Vallone, distinguished members of the City Council.

         16  Ladies and gentlemen, my name is Theo Dicaltos, and

         17  I am the President of the Dodecanesian Societies. It

         18  is my pleasure to accept this proclamation.

         19                 On behalf of the members for the

         20  Federation of Dodecanesian Societies, I want to

         21  thank everyone for coming this afternoon.

         22                 Fifty-one years ago, the 12 islands,

         23  now as the Dodecanese Islands, gained independence.

         24  The islands consist of (unable to discern due to

         25  dialect of language).
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          2                 Finally, in addition to gaining the

          3  freedom at the same time, the islands share many

          4  common bonds and a tradition, including beautiful

          5  beaches and appetite for delicious foods and a

          6  thirst for the festivities. As the people who have

          7  experience, the people of these islands also had

          8  dedications toward the furtherance of democracy and

          9  freedom, not only in their own islands and their

         10  backyards, but throughout every corner of the world.

         11  Democracy, after all, is a great word. The

         12  definition is to practice love of life, the

         13  islanders of the Dodecanese have the ability to not

         14  only leave the gift of life, but more important will

         15  embrace it.

         16                 The traits of these islands make them

         17  special. However, each island is blessed with

         18  characteristics and traditions to make them unique.

         19                 (Unable to discern due to dialect in

         20  language.) Each island has its own characteristics

         21  that says apart from each other, and from the rest

         22  of the world. I invite everyone in this room to

         23  visit each island and experience beauty for

         24  themselves. Once you have the beautiful blue Aegean

         25  Ocean, see one of the find sandy beaches to the
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          2  sound of the crashing waves, you will understand the

          3  history that has been sought after.

          4                 Finally, let us remember that freedom

          5  is the most precious right that any people can

          6  realize. Sadly, this God given right is not without

          7  its course. Let's today also serve dedications of

          8  the dreams of men and women who sacrificed their

          9  lives in the name of freedom, not only for the

         10  Dodecanese islands, but throughout the world.

         11                 Thank you, and God bless you.

         12                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you very much.

         13  We will formally present this to you.

         14                 Thank you very much.

         15                 And now I have the second

         16  Proclamation that I am going to ask to be read into

         17  the record, is proclaiming Ecumenical Patriarch Way

         18  in Astoria, my district.

         19                 So, I will ask the clerk to read that

         20  into the record and I am going to ask Bishop

         21  Vicencos to come up.

         22                 Could we have this read into the

         23  record, please.

         24                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: The Council, City

         25  of New York, Proclamation.
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          2                 This month, as the Greek-American

          3  community of New York City celebrates Greek culture

          4  and independence, Astoria, the heart of the

          5  country's Greek-American community, will become a

          6  symbolic homage to his all Holiness Ecumenical

          7  Patriarch Bartholomew as 23rd Avenue, between 36th

          8  and 37th Street, will be renamed Patriarch's Way;

          9  and

         10                 Whereas, --

         11                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Ecumenical Patriarch

         12  Way, we will have to correct that, okay.

         13                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: And whereas,

         14  Ecumenical Patriarchs' Way, which defines the block

         15  of the famous Greek Orthodox Monastery of St. Irene,

         16  is named after the great Patriarch Bartholomew,

         17  spiritual leader of the Orthodox Christian Church,

         18  and the 270th successor to the Apostle Andrew; and

         19                 Whereas, the Patriarch has sponsored

         20  several global conferences addressing issues ranging

         21  from the State of Christianity in the world and

         22  religious tolerance to environmental and human

         23  rights, he continues to be a strong, spiritual

         24  leader of the Orthodox Christian community and an

         25  inspiration to all of us; and
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          2                 Whereas, the remaining of 23rd

          3  Avenue, between 36th and 37th Street to Ecumenical

          4  Patriarch's Way, is a token of the New York City's

          5  appreciation for the Ecumenical Patriarch

          6  Bartholomew's longstanding support for New York City

          7  Orthodox Christian community; now, therefore,

          8                 Let it be known, that the Council of

          9  the City of New York honors his all Holiness

         10  Ecumenical Partriarch Bartholomew for whom

         11  Patriarchs Way in Astoria has been named.

         12                 SPEAKER VALLONE: And may I say, it

         13  wasn't that long ago when I had the distinct honor

         14  and privilege of meeting his All Holiness Dimitris,

         15  and I was truly moved by his love and the love that

         16  he gave and received, and it was just a short time

         17  ago that I had the same thrill and experience with

         18  his Holiness Bartholomew, at which time while we

         19  were marching on 23rd Avenue, the suggestion was

         20  made by Bishop Vicencis that we name that area for

         21  his Holiness and the Ecumenical Patriarch Way, and

         22  it is our hope that by force of law, which this is,

         23  means no one can change it, this now becomes

         24  permanent in the City of New York, that that love

         25  that he radiated and was radiated back to him may
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          2  take hold not just in front of St. Irene's, which

          3  has now been declared by you as a monastery, and by

          4  his All Holiness a monastery, and has received great

          5  distinction, but that that may translate itself into

          6  the City, the State, the country and the world,

          7  because that is the only thing, as you have so often

          8  said, will triumph in the end, God willing.

          9                 So, we present these to you and we

         10  have the children of St. Irene's with us.

         11                 ARCHBISHOP SPYRIDON: Honorable

         12  Speaker Vallone and esteemed members of the New York

         13  Council and fellow New Yorkers, the City of New York

         14  has bestowed a great honor today on the

         15  Greek-American community of our City, and in all of

         16  the faithful of the Orthodox Church in our land

         17  through this official act, recognizing our spiritual

         18  father, his All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch

         19  Bartholomew, Archbishop of Constant, Noble and New

         20  Rome.

         21                 Speaking on behalf of the

         22  Greek-American community, I want to thank the New

         23  York City Council for this noble and timely gesture.

         24  I say timely because the institution of the

         25  Ecumenical Patriarch and the person of His All
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          2  Holiness, exists today in a climate of limited

          3  rights and limited freedoms. This proclamation by

          4  the New York City Council is a strong affirmation of

          5  the great history, the holy legacy and the

          6  unchanging legitimacy of the Holy Mother Church of

          7  Orthodox Christianity.

          8                 This proclamation also stands as a

          9  challenge to the world, to recognize the mutual

         10  benefit for all of society when religious freedom is

         11  sanctioned and cherished. May your voice be heard

         12  far and wide.

         13                 Finally, I would like to express the

         14  deep appreciation that our Greek-American community

         15  feels for the recognition that we received today as

         16  citizens of this great metropolis. The Greek people

         17  gave the word patriotism to the world and we are

         18  dutybound, therefore, to be the leaders and the

         19  patriotic love for our city, our state and our

         20  country.

         21                 The magnanimous proclamation of our

         22  elected officials gives us all the more reason as

         23  Greek-Americans to be proud Americans and proud New

         24  Yorkers.

         25                 For this, we thank you. May God bless
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          2  this newly named street a great city and our beloved

          3  country with Greece.

          4                 God bless you.

          5                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you so much.

          6  Your words will remain an inspiration to this City,

          7  as every word is being recorded, and will be part of

          8  our four century history, which is not nearly as old

          9  as Greek civilization, but we are getting there, God

         10  willing.

         11                 Finally, and most importantly, at

         12  this time we have a Proclamation celebrating the

         13  178th anniversary of Greek independence, and we have

         14  with us the Consul General of Greece Monasis

         15  (phonetic), Consul General of Cyprus Aliatis

         16  (phonetic), and I am going to ask Elias Sacridis,

         17  the Chairman of this year's Greek Parade, which will

         18  take place on Sunday, March 28th of Fifth Avenue,

         19  could you come up, please?

         20                 Thank you, Elias. And we will have

         21  this great Proclamation read into the record.

         22                 Could we have the members of the

         23  Federation please come forward. We have Judge

         24  Chikalas (phonetic), who is a Federal Court Judge,

         25  in our constitution, one of the great judicial minds
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          2  of our country, who is also here to make sure that

          3  this stays in our record permanently and nobody is

          4  going to change it. Judge Chikalas will be

          5  absolutely positive about that.

          6                 May we have this read into the

          7  record, please?

          8                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: The Council, City

          9  of New York, Proclamation.

         10                 Whereas, the Nation of Greece

         11  maintains an unparalleled wealth of history dating

         12  back to the early 7th Century B.C.; and

         13                 Whereas, the entire world has been

         14  influenced in some manner by the legacy that the

         15  Greeks have imparted in such areas as architecture,

         16  art, drama, government, mathematics, medicine and

         17  philosophy; and

         18                 Whereas, our City has always extended

         19  its arms to the thousands of Greek immigrants

         20  passing through its port, many en route to other

         21  places, and many remaining in the City; and

         22                 Whereas, the City of New York is home

         23  to merely one and a half million Greek Americans who

         24  have successfully maintained the heritage of their

         25  ancestors, while also assimilating into the American
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          2  mainstream; and

          3                 Whereas, we owe a debt of thanks to

          4  the ancient Greeks for creating democracy over 2500

          5  years ago, the foundation upon which our government

          6  is based; now, therefore

          7                 Let it be known that the Council of

          8  the City of New York does hereby proclaim the week

          9  of March 22nd to the 28th, 1999, as Greek Heritage

         10  Week in the City of New York and urges all citizens

         11  of New York to join with us in celebrating the

         12  culture of the Greek people.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Very nice, thank

         14  you.

         15                 Your Eminence, we have four

         16  Proclamations, and as always we start off with you

         17  first because this is a great distinction for the

         18  City for you to be here, if you care to make any

         19  statements.

         20                 ARCHBISHOP SPYRIDON: Not really. I am

         21  just grateful to the City of New York and to this

         22  Council for taking into consideration this very

         23  important event of our Greek-American community of

         24  New York. I am grateful to you.

         25                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you very much.
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          2                 Elias, would you like to make a

          3  statement?

          4                 MR. SACRIDIS: Sure, why not. Your

          5  Eminence, Clergy, Consul Generals of Greece in

          6  Cyprus, honorable Speaker, esteemed Council members,

          7  on behalf of the Federation of (unable to discern

          8  due to dialect of language) Societies of Greater New

          9  York, it gives me a great pleasure to accept this,

         10  proclamation, and I hope we have more celebrations

         11  in years to come, Mr. Speaker, with you, and

         12  hopefully I will see all of you at the Greek Parade

         13  the 28th of March on Fifth Avenue with all of the

         14  Greeks.

         15                 Thank you very much.

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you.

         17                 And now our Consul General from

         18  Greece.

         19                 CONSUL GENERAL OF GREECE: I will try

         20  to be short, because this is not easy, Mr. Speaker.

         21                 We thank you very much for this

         22  honor, you make this house a Greek house these days

         23  and last year, the 50 years for the Dodecanesian,

         24  let me tell you that the 12 islands of Greece are

         25  not significant for the link they have with the
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          2  leader of our church, they are significant

          3  strategically for our country, they are linked with

          4  our history and they are so beautiful that we

          5  consider them the jewels of our Aegean.

          6                 Let me say again that it gives me

          7  great pride of the Proclamation naming the street of

          8  the 23rd Avenue in Astoria, a street united with our

          9  church, it gives us great honor, and last, this week

         10  unites our people, our Greek-American and the broad

         11  American community, is for me, a representative of

         12  the motherland, a distinct honor. The Deputy Foreign

         13  Minister is going to be here and march with us. I

         14  know the Mayor of Athens is going to be here to sign

         15  an agreement of friendship with this great City, and

         16  I call indeed all citizens to celebrate together

         17  with us the Greek-American Week, full of

         18  festivities, to simply link even further both

         19  peoples that I repeat are linked with blood

         20  relationship. So many immigrants are living here and

         21  thriving, representing economic, intellectual and

         22  political power in this great country.

         23                 I thank you very much. We are all

         24  honored.

         25                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you so much,
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          2  Consul General.

          3                 And last but not least, before we

          4  have our presentation, Consul General of Cyprus, and

          5  I was truly privileged and honored, in 1974 to be

          6  the leader of the body that was the first to condemn

          7  the outrageous and illegal occupation of your

          8  homeland.

          9                 Consul General.

         10                 CONSUL GENERAL OF CYPRUS: Your

         11  Eminence, Honorable Speaker, distinguished members

         12  of the Council, ladies and gentlemen, we have

         13  gathered today to commemorate the Greek Independence

         14  Day of 25th March, 1821. We are celebrating the

         15  rebirth of a great nation, which gave the humanity

         16  the ideas of democracy, liberty and justice, those

         17  ideas which enlighten the world and let it out of a

         18  darkness of tyranny, ideas and values of universal

         19  significance which have been so cherished in this

         20  country.

         21                 Today we Cypriotes are still

         22  struggling for the same ideals and values and what

         23  our sisters have fought for. We are struggling to

         24  end an illegal Turkish military occupation of a

         25  great part of Cyprus, and for a solution which will
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          2  reunite the island and its people, and aware of the

          3  sovereignty, territorial integrity of independence

          4  of Cyprus will be safeguarded. We are all Cypriotes,

          5  we live in conditions of peace, safety and

          6  prosperity.

          7                 Mr. Speaker, allow me on this

          8  auspicious occasion to congratulate also the

          9  Federation of the Dodecanese of the United States in

         10  Canada, for celebrating their 51st anniversary for

         11  the unification of the Dodecanese to Greece.

         12                 I would like also to congratulate the

         13  Archdiocese of America for renaming the 23rd Avenue

         14  in Astoria as Ecumenical Patriarch Way.

         15                 Thank you very much.

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you. I thank

         17  all of you and I would like, we have a formal

         18  presentation, I understand, of some flowers. Can we

         19  come forward. Isn't that nice. Who is that being

         20  presented to? To me? Oh, my goodness gracious. Thank

         21  you very much, that is very, very nice of you.

         22                 Haeda Mihaltses, incidently Haeda

         23  Mihaltses thanklessly goes about doing this, and she

         24  is one of the best people we have ever had in this

         25  City. Thank you very, very much, Haeda.
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          2                 Now, I would ask my colleagues who

          3  would like to come forward before we start the

          4  meeting, just to take a picture, a photograph. Do

          5  any of my colleagues want to come forward? All 51 of

          6  my colleagues want to come forward. All of my

          7  colleagues would like to give greetings here.

          8                 What makes this, your Eminence, so

          9  very nice is that there are 51 Council members of

         10  every race, religion, color and creed, who all

         11  understand and appreciate the importance of your

         12  work of bringing people together.

         13                 We have some more distinguished

         14  members coming forward here. You never know, we

         15  could be voting for you someday.

         16                 Here comes our Finance Committee

         17  Chair with all of his money. Mike Nelson, our new

         18  Council Member. Come forward.

         19                 Okay, thank you very much.

         20                 We would ask your Eminence, if you

         21  would mind going to the podium.

         22                 May we have the formal start of the

         23  meeting, please.

         24                 We have two other ethics awards to

         25  make now. We are just going to do these two quick,
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          2  as they break for rules. It will just be five

          3  minutes.

          4                 Who do we have here on the

          5  Proclamation for Powell Pierpoint? I know I saw

          6  former Corporation Counsel Alan here before.

          7                 Okay, Mr. Clerk, can we also have

          8  this read into the record, before I have our

          9  distinguished guests introduce themselves.

         10                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: The Council, City

         11  of New York, Proclamation.

         12                 Whereas, the Council of the City of

         13  New York, commemorates the life and mourns the death

         14  of Powell Pierpoint, former Chairman of the New York

         15  City Board of Ethics, whose contribution to the

         16  Board and to the City was many and great; and

         17                 Whereas, Powell Pierpoint served on

         18  the New York City Board of Ethics presently known as

         19  the Conflicts of Interest Board for 17 years, six of

         20  which were spent as the distinguished Chairman; and

         21                 Whereas, when his tenure as Chairman

         22  ended in 1989, he had won the respect and admiration

         23  of his peers and colleagues at the Board and

         24  throughout the City of New York; and

         25                 Whereas, an outstanding attorney with
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          2  an unwaivering dedication to public service, Powell

          3  Pierpoint was a director and former president of the

          4  Legal Aid Society of New York, and generously

          5  devoted his time and talents to improving the City;

          6  and

          7                 Whereas; Powell Pierpoint is greatly

          8  missed in the City of New York and his spirit and

          9  contributions continue to influence, inspire and

         10  benefit the Conflict of Interest Board and the

         11  people of this City; now, therefore,

         12                 Let it be known, that the Council of

         13  the City of New York commemorates the life of Powell

         14  Pierpoint who shall always be remembered as an

         15  outstanding distinguished public servant in the City

         16  of New York.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you very much,

         18  Mr. Clerk. Who will be accepting on behalf of --

         19  Robert Siske?

         20                 Robert, I would ask you to accept

         21  this on behalf of the City Council. I know of no

         22  more important work than to guide all of the people

         23  of the City of New York who have anything to do with

         24  its destiny in the right direction, and I think that

         25  is what this Proclamation is all about. And just
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          2  before I ask you to speak, I would like everyone

          3  here, in addition to the Chairman of the Ethics

          4  Committee, just to introduce themselves into the

          5  record, and then I will ask you to speak.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: I just

          7  would like to say a few words before we move on.

          8                 I would like to express my sympathies

          9  to the family and friends of Powell Pierpoint.

         10                 As Chairman of the Counsel's

         11  Committee on Standards and Ethics, I understand how

         12  important Powell Pierpoint's work was to the Board

         13  of Ethics and to the Conflict of Interest Board.

         14                 It is evident that from his body of

         15  work, and from the genuine affection and respect

         16  that his friends and colleagues had for Powell

         17  Pierpoint, he was admired both for his high quality

         18  of legal work and his tireless dedication to public

         19  service, and he surely will be missed by the people

         20  of the City of New York.

         21                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you, Mr.

         22  Chairman.

         23                 MR. DAVIDSON: George Davidson, from

         24  Hughes Hubbard and Reed, a former partner of

         25  Powell's for whom he was a great example for all of
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          2  us.

          3                 MR. OANISIS: Sheldon Oanisis

          4  (phonetic), formerly chair of the Conflict of

          5  Interest Board, and I knew Powell for about 50

          6  years, he was a friend and an associate with whom I

          7  worked very closely.

          8                 MS. SALZMAN: I am Joan Salzman

          9  (phonetic) the Director of Enforcement at the

         10  Conflicts of Interest Board, and I am Powell's

         11  former associate. He taught me how to try cases and

         12  I really miss him.

         13                 MR. DAVIES: Mark Davies, Executive

         14  Director of the Conflicts of Interest Board, who has

         15  been able to build upon the very solid foundation

         16  that Powell Pierpoint bequeathed to us when he was

         17  with the Board of Ethics.

         18                 MR. SCHWARTZ: I am Fritz Schwartz, I

         19  served for five years with Powell on the Conflict of

         20  Interest Board. He was a force for honest

         21  government. He also was a force for open government,

         22  and somehow that last makes me think he would be

         23  somewhat saddened by some of the things that are

         24  going on surrounding this building today.

         25                 MR. AVENCO: Michael Avenco
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          2  (phonetic), a former partner at Hughes Hubbard and

          3  Reed, and a former President of The Legal Aid

          4  Society, which Powell served very, very ably for

          5  many years.

          6                 MR. SALTZMAN: Hello. I am Michael

          7  Saltzman, I am a partner of Powell Pierpoint's and a

          8  student of his.

          9                 JUDGE SCHWARTZ: Judge Alan G.

         10  Schwartz. I was pleased to serve for four years with

         11  Powell Pierpoint on the Board of Ethics at the time

         12  when I was Corporation Counsel of the City of New

         13  York. He was indeed one of the finest gentlemen and

         14  one of the ablest members of that Board that anyone

         15  could have hoped to have had. He served the City

         16  well.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you,

         18  gentlemen.

         19                 Now for the formal acceptance. Mr.

         20  Siske.

         21                 MR. SISKE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I

         22  am Robert Siske, recently retired as Chairman of

         23  Hughes Hubbard and Reed.

         24                 The Hughes firm has been a fixture in

         25  the New York legal community for most of this
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          2  century. For half of that century Powell Pierpoint

          3  was our unofficial conscience, just as he was the

          4  conscience of the Committee here that is celebrating

          5  his work.

          6                 Powell was a great lawyer and a great

          7  friend. He was dedicated to public service. He was

          8  an Assistant US Attorney. He was General Counsel of

          9  the United States Army from 1961 to 1963, and you

         10  have heard what he did for this Council and this

         11  Committee.

         12                 We are very grateful to you, Mr.

         13  Speaker, and to the Council for recognizing Powell's

         14  contributions to the City. His daughter could not be

         15  here today, but on behalf of the firm, and on behalf

         16  of his daughter, I accept this proclamation

         17  gratefully.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 SPEAKER VALLONE: I thank all of you

         20  very much, and I will see to it that your very, very

         21  wonderful remarks will be transcribed into the

         22  record and sent on to the family, together with the

         23  fact that as you know, now he is a permanent part of

         24  the history of the City, as are all of you, for the

         25  contributions that you have made. And so I want to
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          2  thank you very much and thank you for the great work

          3  that you do.

          4                 Okay, can we have a roll call,

          5  please?

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:  Thank you,

          7  Mr. Speaker.

          8                 Will the clerk please call the roll

          9  at this time.

         10                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Abel.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Berman.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Boyland.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Carrion.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Clarke.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Cruz.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Dear.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: DiBrienza.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Dilan.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Eisland.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Eldridge.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Eristoff.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ERISTOFF: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Espada.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Fiala.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Fisher.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Foster.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Freed.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Golden.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Harrison.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Henry.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Koslowitz.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Lasher.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Leffler.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Linares.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Lopez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Marshall.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: McCaffrey.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Michels.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Miller.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Nelson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Oddo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:

         24                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: O'Donovan.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Perkins.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Pinkett.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Povman.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Provenzano.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Quinn.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Reed.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Rivera.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Robinson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Robles.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Rodriguez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Sabini.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Spigner.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Stabile.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Warden.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Watkins.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: White.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Wooten.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Ognibene.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Speaker Mr.

         15  Vallone.

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Here.

         17                 At this time, as you know, Mr. Public

         18  Advocate, our Rules Committee is still meeting, but

         19  before we formally commence the meeting, I would ask

         20  that, we are graced with the presence of His

         21  Eminence Archbishop Spyridon, and I would ask

         22  everyone to rise while he gives us the invocation,

         23  which will be a permanent part of our history.

         24                 ARCHBISHOP SPYRIDON: In the name of

         25  the father and of the son and of the Holy Spirit,
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          2  amen. We thank you, Lord, our God, for the blessings

          3  that you have bestowed upon our nation and our City,

          4  blessings of freedom and liberty, blessings of

          5  abundance and peace, blessings of life and joy.

          6                 Grant, Lord, that we may receive

          7  wisdom from above, courage and strength to be worthy

          8  of the gift of liberty and religious freedom which

          9  you have given.

         10                 Grant that we may honor you as a

         11  community, as a nation and as true children of God,

         12  amen.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Amen.

         14                 Thank you, and I would ask, I know,

         15  your Eminence, that you have many things to attend

         16  to, and anyone who has to leave now -- Mr. Public

         17  Advocate, do you want to make a public announcement

         18  for the clergy that are here?

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         20  your Eminence, for that invocation and for your

         21  leadership in the community and of the Greek

         22  Orthodox Church. We are delighted to be also joined

         23  by his Eminence Metropolitan Paiosis (phonetic), as

         24  well as his grace Bishop McKentios (phonetic) of the

         25  St. Irene Monastery. Thank you for joining us here
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          2  this afternoon at our Stated Meeting, which is in

          3  suspension until the Rules Committee comes back in.

          4                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Correct.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Please stay

          6  and watch democracy not yet in action, imminently we

          7  will be in action.

          8                 Thank you very much.

          9                 This meeting is recessed until when

         10  shortly the Rules Committee comes back in.

         11                 (Recess taken.)

         12                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Let's give out the

         13  agendas, please.

         14                 Sergeant-At-Arms, please make sure

         15  everybody has an agenda.

         16                 At this time the short recess is

         17  over.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you, Mr.

         19  Speaker. Let's move on with the meeting.

         20                 To spread the invocation in full upon

         21  the record, I call upon you.

         22                 SPEAKER VALLONE: I so move to spread

         23  the invocation of Archbishop Spyridon upon the

         24  record.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you so
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          2  much.

          3                 For the adoption of the minutes, I do

          4  not see Council Member Rivera, I will ask Council

          5  Member Robles, in Council Member Rivera's absence to

          6  adopt the minutes of the prior meeting.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: I move to

          8  adopt those minutes.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you very

         10  much.

         11                 Messages and papers from the Mayor.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-508.

         13  Communication of the Mayor, preconsidered.

         14  Submitting the name of Harry Rubenstein, Taxi and

         15  Limousine Commission.

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Rules, Privileges

         17  and Elections.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-509.

         19  Communication from the Mayor. Preconsidered,

         20  submitting the name of Harry E. Giannoulis, Taxi and

         21  Limousine Commission.

         22                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Rules, Privileges

         23  and Elections.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Communication

         25  from City, County and Borough Offices.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-510.

          3  Communication from the Comptroller. Annual report on

          4  audits.

          5                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Received, ordered,

          6  printed and filed.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-511.

          8  Communication from the Comptroller. Certified copy

          9  of the debt service.

         10                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Received, ordered,

         11  printed and filed.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-512.

         13  Communication of Bronx Borough Board, submitting the

         14  Bronx budget priorities.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Received, ordered,

         16  printed and filed.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-513.

         18  Communication from the Manhattan Borough Board,

         19  submitting the Manhattan budget priorities.

         20                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Received, ordered,

         21  printed and filed.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-514.

         23  Communication from the New York City Economic

         24  Development Corporation, annual report.

         25                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Received, ordered,
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          2  printed and filed.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-515.

          4  Communication from OMB. Queens Borough President

          5  transfer of funds.

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Finance.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-516.

          8  Communication from OMB. Bronx Borough President

          9  transfer of funds.

         10                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Finance.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-517.

         12  Communication of OMB, capital budget amendments.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Finance.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-518.

         15  Communication from OMB, transfer of city funds,

         16  various city agencies.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Finance.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-519.

         19  Communication from OMB. Appropriate new revenues.

         20                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Finance.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Petitions and

         22  communications.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-520.

         24  Communication from the City Council. City Council's

         25  operating budget.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Finance.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-521.

          4  Communication from the City Council. Schedule

          5  detailing operating budgets.

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Finance.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Land Use

          8  Call-Ups.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-522. By the

         10  Chair of the Land Use Committee, Council Member

         11  Eisland, pursuant to the rules of the Council and

         12  the Charter. ULURP 910331 MMQ, 79th Street, Queens.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: That would be on the

         14  general order calendar, and since that is the only

         15  Land Use matter, I will ask for a roll call right

         16  now on the Land Use Call-Up.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Will the clerk

         18  please call the roll.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Abel.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Boyland.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Carrion.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Clarke.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dear.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: DiBrienza.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dilan.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eisland.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eldridge.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eristoff.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ERISTOFF: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Espada.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fiala.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fisher.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Freed.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Golden.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Harrison.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Henry.

          4                 COUNCIL MENBER HENRY: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Koslowitz.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lasher.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Leffler.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Here. Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Linares.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lopez.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: McCaffrey.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Miller.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Nelson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Oddo.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: O'Donovan.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Perkins.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Pinkett.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Povman.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Provenzano.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Quinn.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reed.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robinson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robles.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rodriguez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Sabini.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Warden.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Watkins.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: White.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Wooten.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: DiBrienza.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eisland.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eldridge.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lasher.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lopez.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Pinkett.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Ognibene.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Speaker Mr.

         25  Vallone.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            42

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Aye.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: By a vote of

          4  41 to nothing, it is adopted and referred to the

          5  Committee on Land Use.

          6                 Is there any communication from the

          7  Speaker?

          8                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Yes, there are

          9  several.

         10                 First of all, Council Member

         11  McCaffrey, in the absence of Council Member Spigner

         12  who had to leave because of illness, we have an

         13  important bill on today, the Sprinkler bill, and

         14  Council Member McCaffrey, the prime sponsor of the

         15  bill, will address some of those changes.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Thank you

         17  very much, Mr. Speaker.

         18                 Today, in consideration of 198-B, we

         19  are enhancing the safety of New Yorkers. We know

         20  that when fire breaks out, the potential

         21  consequences can be deadly, for both our brave

         22  firefighters and fire officers who end up reporting

         23  to the scene of a fire, as well as those residents,

         24  and it is important for us to understand that New

         25  York City, unlike most of the cities in this
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          2  country, have relied on a proven technology, fire

          3  sprinklers, to suppress fires and to provide to the

          4  safety of individuals.

          5                 We know that when a fire breaks out

          6  that it is a matter of seconds fire sprinklers

          7  extinguish the fire, and certainly had fire

          8  sprinklers been working in the tragedy in Brooklyn

          9  and in Manhattan, those individuals would have been

         10  alive.  But because we did not have in Brooklyn an

         11  operating system, and because in the case on West

         12  60th Street we did not have a system in place,

         13  consequences were disastrous.

         14                 We have now seen to it that in all

         15  new construction of the City of New York, involving

         16  four or more apartments, that that new construction

         17  will require the use of fire sprinklers.

         18                 We know that in terms of areas of

         19  which we have substantial alteration, that if 50

         20  percent or more of that space is about to be

         21  altered, that that will end up having for its

         22  conversion the requirement in terms of the

         23  sprinklers.

         24                 It is important for us to know that

         25  the systems operate. Yesterday one of our former
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          2  colleagues, now Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney and I

          3  did a press conference in which we talked about the

          4  Schomberg tragedy of 1987, and again, systems have

          5  to be in place, federal government cannot have

          6  exemptions in which they carve out ways in which to

          7  deny people protection. We want to know that the

          8  systems work, and the testing provisions that are

          9  required in the bill will enhance the safety.

         10                 Ultimately in the City of New York we

         11  will end up providing a level of safety and

         12  protection. We have committed, Chairman Spigner has

         13  committed to review the other very important issues

         14  that Commissioner Von Essen and the Administration

         15  have raised. We want to look to see whether or not

         16  we should be moving forward in one, two and three

         17  units in terms of new construction.

         18                 We must come up with a program that

         19  with existing buildings allows for individuals to

         20  have notice as to how to get out of a fire

         21  circumstance. Having one of the things that we put

         22  in the bill in terms of posting of signs, gives

         23  people a specific indication as to what they should

         24  do in the event of a fire.

         25                 Many times there is conflicting
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          2  information given, get out of the building, stay in

          3  the building, those are things that can be addressed

          4  in that regard.

          5                 These are measures that at the end of

          6  the day will end up providing an enhanced level of

          7  safety and I think the Council must be congratulated

          8  for moving on this, against what at times appeared

          9  to be insurmountable odds.

         10                 I commend this bill to my colleagues

         11  today.

         12                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you very much,

         13  Council Member McCaffrey.

         14                 I just want to point out before we go

         15  on with the regular business, since it will be on

         16  the agenda anyway, two notable events happened this

         17  week. One was the death of a legendary sports

         18  figure, Joe DiMaggio. We will have an appropriate in

         19  memoriam resolution at the end of this meeting,

         20  because Joe DiMaggio not only played the game of

         21  baseball excellently, but he played the game of life

         22  in many ways excellently too, and in a time when it

         23  is so important to have role models, it is

         24  appropriate that the discussion that is going on now

         25  is what to name in his honor.
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          2                 The second was also a sports event

          3  which was a tragedy in this town. A sports event

          4  that millions of people all over the world, tens

          5  upon tens upon millions of people watched a boxing

          6  match at Madison Square Garden which our City played

          7  host. I happened to watch the match from the

          8  beginning to the end, and I happen to know a little

          9  bit about boxing, and I happen to agree with every

         10  other single person that I know, that I have talked

         11  to that watched this fight, and every announcement

         12  that it was as much as we like Holyfield, the Champ,

         13  and as much as we rooted for him, it wasn't even

         14  close. By no measure, no circumstance, by no manner,

         15  imagination, by now yardstick of any kind can anyone

         16  who watched that fight believe that it was even

         17  close enough to give more than one, possibly three

         18  rounds, to one of the fighters.

         19                 That being the case, the arrogance,

         20  or I think criminal ignorance, if it is ignorance,

         21  that would cause a draw in our City and expect to

         22  get away with it, is beyond comprehension.

         23                 So, I have already spoken to the

         24  Attorney General, and two resolutions are on today,

         25  and I talked to the Manhattan District Attorney's
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          2  Office, that at best this is the worst case of civil

          3  negligence that I have ever heard of, and I believe

          4  that it is more than that, and I think it is

          5  appropriate that criminal investigations go on.

          6                 Anything that our town hosts is not

          7  something that we can take lightly. So, I have asked

          8  the District Attorney to take a look at this to see

          9  where I believe there has been a violation of law,

         10  that borders on criminal, and that we should do

         11  whatever we can to impound the monies until a

         12  thorough investigation by the State Boxing

         13  Commission and by our own District Attorney's Office

         14  takes place.

         15                 I think that is the least that can be

         16  done.

         17                 I don't think we have now in 1999

         18  where we can allow a sport to take place within our

         19  jurisdiction here in the City of New York to so

         20  callously allow such an obvious miscarriage of

         21  justice to take place, for which there can be no

         22  rational explanation, other than some terrible wrong

         23  took place here, and I don't think we should allow

         24  that to get away so easily.

         25                 Now those of you who are not, who
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          2  don't watch fighting, or didn't watch this match or

          3  don't like boxing, has nothing to do with the fact

          4  that we can't allow a fraud to be perpetrated in our

          5  town. We have enough to do trying to balance budgets

          6  and trying to make sure our City runs on an even

          7  keel, than to allow rip-offs of the public, rip-offs

          8  of the consumer, to take place.

          9                 I have two resolutions that should be

         10  on your agendas. Those of you who wish to co-sponsor

         11  it, I would be pleased for you to do so.

         12                 That concludes my remarks, and also,

         13  on a matter on today's agenda, for anyone else who

         14  wants to talk about a matter on today's agenda, this

         15  would be the time to do it.

         16                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         17  Discussion of General Orders.

         18                 If anybody wants to discuss under the

         19  Discussion of General Orders -- seeing no one,

         20  Report of Special Committees.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: None, sir.

         22                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: Report

         23  of Standing Committees.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Reports of the

         25  Committee on Finance, M-520 and companion resolution
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          2  659, preconsidered, the operating budget of the City

          3  Council.

          4                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on general

          5  order.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-521 and

          7  companion resolution 660. Preconsidered schedule

          8  detailing OTPS City Council.

          9                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-518 and

         11  companion resolution 661. Preconsidered. Transfer of

         12  funds, various City agencies.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-519 and

         15  companion resolution 662. Preconsidered, appropriate

         16  new revenues.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-515 and

         19  companion resolution 663. Queens Borough President,

         20  transfer of funds.

         21                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-516 and

         23  companion resolution 644. Communication from OMB,

         24  Bronx Borough of President, transfer of funds.

         25                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-517 and

          3  companion resolution 665. Communication of OMB,

          4  amend capital budget.

          5                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Reports of the

          7  Committee on Housing and Buildings, reso 655,

          8  preconsidered environmental impact, sprinkler bill.

          9                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK:  Intro. 198-B.

         11  An amended local law in relation to sprinklers.

         12                 SPEAKER VALLONE: That is amended and

         13  coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Reports of the

         15  Committee on Land Use. LU 279. UDAAP, 19995077 HAX,

         16  875 Longfellow Avenue Bronx.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Approved and

         18  referred to finance pursuant to 6.50 of the Council.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 280. UDAAP

         20  19995078 HAX, 428 East 157th Street, Bronx.

         21                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Approved and

         22  referred to Finance, pursuant to Rule 6.50.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 331 and

         24  companion resolution 666. Landmark designation

         25  134-138 West 30th Street Manhattan.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on general

          3  order.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 335. ULURP

          5  c990035 PQM, 606 West 30th Street, et al.,

          6  Manhattan.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Approved with

          8  modifications and referred to City Planning

          9  Commission, pursuant to 11.20(b) of the rules and

         10  197-d of our Charter.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 336. UDAAP,

         12  19995195 HAM, 16-18 West 119th Street, Manhattan.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Approved and

         14  referred to Finance, pursuant to 6.50.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 337. UDAAP,

         16  19995196 HAM, 23-27 West 119th Street, Manhattan.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Approved and

         18  referred to Finance, pursuant to 6.50.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 338. UDAAP

         20  19995197 HAM, 29-35 West 119th Street, Manhattan.

         21                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Approved and

         22  referred to Finance, pursuant to 6.50.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 339, UDAAP

         24  19995198 HAM, 48 West 119th Street, Manhattan.

         25                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Approved and
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          2  referred to Finance, pursuant to 6.50.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 340. UDAAP

          4  19995199 HAM, 50 West 119th Street, Manhattan.

          5                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Approved and

          6  referred to Finance, pursuant to 6.50.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 343 and

          8  companion resolution 667. ULURP C970087 ZSM, zoning,

          9  Manhattan.

         10                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 344 and

         12  companion resolution 688. ULURP C970086 ZMM, zoning,

         13  Manhattan.

         14                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 347. UDAAP

         16  19995232 HAX, Casella Houses, Bronx.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Approved and

         18  referred pursuant to 6.50.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 350. UDAAP

         20  1999235 HAM, 756 10th Avenue, et al., Manhattan.

         21                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Approved and

         22  referred, pursuant to 6.50.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 351 and

         24  companion resolution 669. UDAAP 1999236 HAK, 1013

         25  Halsey Street, Brooklyn.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 352 and

          4  companion resolution 670. UDAAP 19995237 HAK, 788

          5  Driggs Avenue, Brooklyn.

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 354 and

          8  companion resolution 671. UDAAP 19995239 HAM, 411

          9  East 116th Street, Manhattan.

         10                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 355 and

         12  companion resolution 672. UDAAP 19995240 HAM, 2232

         13  First Avenue, Manhattan.

         14                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 356 and

         16  companion resolution 673. UDAAP 19995241 HAM, 330

         17  West 86th Street, Manhattan.

         18                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 358 and

         20  companion resolution 675. Application 19995113 TCM,

         21  sidewalk cafe, 184 Eighth Avenue, Manhattan.

         22                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK:  Report of the

         24  Committee on Parks, Recreation, Cultural Affairs and

         25  International Intergroup Relations.
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          2                 Intro. 449. A local law in relation

          3  to a street name, The Ecumenical Patriarchs' Way,

          4  Queens.

          5                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Reports of the

          7  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

          8                 M-523, and companion resolution 675,

          9  creating a new Committee of the City Council.

         10                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Pursuant to rules,

         11  coupled.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-524 and

         13  resolution 676. Preconsidered. Approving appointment

         14  by the Mayor of Harry Giannoulis, Taxi and Limousine

         15  Commission.

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Pursuant to motion

         17  of rules, Harry Giannoulis is coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-525, and

         19  companion resolution 677. Concurring in the

         20  appointment by the Mayor of Harry Rubenstein, Taxi

         21  and Limousine Commission.

         22                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-526. Changing

         24  memberships in standing committees.

         25                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Pursuant to motion
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          2  of rules, coupled.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Report of the

          4  Committee on Transportation.

          5                 Intro. 472-A. An amended local law,

          6  standards of conducts for drivers of taxi cabs.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Amended and laid

          8  over.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Resolution 632.

         10  Pursuant to the Administrative Code. Review of 15

         11  new base station licenses.

         12                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         13                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         14  General order calendar.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Intro. 198-A.

         16  Sprinklers.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled. I am sorry,

         18  that is referred to the Committee on Housing and

         19  Buildings.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Intro. 473-A. An

         21  amended local law in relation to Eileen C. Dugan

         22  Boulevard.

         23                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 319, and

         25  companion resolution 679. ULURP C990032 PPM,
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          2  City-owned properties, Manhattan.

          3                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 335 and

          5  companion resolution 680. ULURP 990035 PQM, 606 West

          6  30th Street, et al., Manhattan.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          8                 I ask for a roll call on the entire

          9  coupled general order calendar.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: And resolution

         11  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         12                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         13                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: Roll

         14  call.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Abel.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Boyland.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: May I be

         21  excused to explain my vote.

         22                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         23  Council Member Boyland.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you.

         25                 Today I will be introducing
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          2  legislation, and I would like the support of all of

          3  my colleagues.

          4                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

          5  Council Member Boyland, this is on a roll call.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Oh, I am

          7  sorry.

          8                 Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Carrion.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Clarke.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dear.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: DiBrienza.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dilan.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Aye on

         19  all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eisland.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eldridge.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Pass.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eristoff.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ERISTOFF: No on
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          2  resolution 678 and preconsidered M-526. Aye on all

          3  others.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Espada.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fiala.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: No on M-526 and

          8  reso 678 -- scratch that. Abstain on M-526 and reso

          9  678, and aye on all others.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fisher.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Freed.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Pass.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Golden.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Abstain on

         16  M-526 and resolution 678 and aye on all others.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Harrison.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Henry.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Koslowitz.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lasher.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: I would like

         25  to be briefly excused. I would like to vote aye on

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            59

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  all of the Land Use Call-Ups and aye on all the

          3  other bills.

          4                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: No

          5  objections.

          6                 Continue the roll call.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Linares.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: May I be

          9  excused to explain my vote?

         10                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         11  Council Member Linares.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Just one

         13  brief comment regarding one particular item within

         14  the budget mod in the context of the recruitment

         15  campaign for which we are allocating $10,220,000.

         16                 Having met as Co-Chair of the Caucus,

         17  along with the Speaker and the Leadership of the

         18  Council, it was very clear that in the context of

         19  what is happening within the Police Department and

         20  within our City, that recruitment is a critical

         21  issue that we must address. And it was clear coming

         22  out of the meeting that we had with the Commissioner

         23  that the Council and the Caucus would work together

         24  to address the fundamental issues affecting the

         25  Police Department, in particular the recruitment
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          2  that we need to have on minorities.

          3                 So, I just want to make that comment,

          4  because I believe that if we are really going to

          5  make a difference, in looking at resources that can

          6  take us in the right direction, it requires for both

          7  sides, the Administration and for the Council to

          8  seriously work and pursue the best way of addressing

          9  what we are facing now with the Police Department.

         10                 Having said that, I will vote yes.

         11                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         12  Continue the roll call.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Leffler.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Mr. Acting

         15  Public Advocate, may I please be excused to explain

         16  my vote?

         17                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         18  Council Member Leffler.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Thank you.

         20                 I would like to explain my vote with

         21  respect to the adjustment of Committee assignments,

         22  M-526. In the 22 years that I have been on the

         23  Council, I don't believe there has ever been a

         24  Committee Chairman who has lost the jurisdiction of

         25  so many and such substantive agencies as I am losing
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          2  today. I didn't volunteer to lose them, and I am not

          3  happy about losing them.

          4                 What I have been able to accomplish

          5  with others, the staff I have worked with and the

          6  members of the Committee, has meant a lot to me.

          7                 For example, with respect to the Fire

          8  Department, enacting my legislation to save the

          9  alarm boxes or to require alarms in all dwellings,

         10  with respect to Legal Aid, restoring $10 million in

         11  the budget this past year, with respect to

         12  Probation, saving Smith Bell, or adding jobs for

         13  Probationers, or with respect to Corrections, the

         14  December 17th Alter Budget Conference proposal that

         15  I made to study possible expansion of drug treatment

         16  for those in the City jails.

         17                 Many will think this is a loss of

         18  prestige, power and favorable relationships with

         19  parties having an interest in the business of those

         20  agencies before the Council. I am going along with

         21  this based on assurances on knowledgeable and

         22  quality staff assistance with respect to the

         23  Committee that I will continue to chair. It is the

         24  quality of the work that I do that is of paramount

         25  importance to me, and that I believe will be
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          2  enhanced.

          3                 I vote aye on all. Thank you.

          4                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

          5  Continue the roll.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: McCaffrey.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Let me just

          8  say once again on fire sprinklers, my appreciation

          9  to Chairman Spigner and his fine leadership, the

         10  tremendous support and talent of Cathy Cudahy and

         11  Terzah Nasser as we have worked on the deliberation.

         12                 On one of our two nominees today,

         13  Harry Rubenstein for TLC, I was somewhat

         14  disappointed today by an obvious lack of knowledge

         15  of the issues that he is facing as a TLC

         16  Commissioner, not to know what a base station is is

         17  something very rudimentary, it is my hope that he

         18  will work very hard to become a quick learn, if he

         19  is to do justice by that position.

         20                 I will give him the benefit of the

         21  doubt and I will vote aye.

         22                 I vote aye on all coupled general

         23  orders.

         24                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         25  Continue the roll call.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Miller.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Nelson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Oddo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I abstain on

         10  preconsidered M-526 and reso 678. Aye on all others.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: O'Donovan.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Perkins.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Pinkett.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Povman.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Provenzano.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Quinn.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Pass.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reed.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robinson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Pass.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robles.

          4                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rodriguez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Sabini.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Mr. Acting

          9  Presiding Officer, may I be excused to explain my

         10  vote?

         11                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         12  Council Member Sabini.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: I vote aye on

         14  all coupled general orders.

         15                 I wanted to pay special note to

         16  preconsidered M-509, Harry Giannoulis, who is being

         17  appointed to the Taxi and Limousine Commission as a

         18  constituent of mine and someone who has been in

         19  public life for most of his adult life, I think the

         20  Council is making an excellent choice and Queens

         21  will be well served under TLC by Harry's presence. I

         22  vote aye on all.

         23                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         24  Continue the roll call.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Warden.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Watkins.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Pass.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: White.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Wooten.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eldridge.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: For the $10

         11  million for the Police Recruitment Campaign, the

         12  Manhattan Delegation, as you know, has been holding

         13  hearings throughout the borough, each hearing brings

         14  some new evidence, and certainly strengthens our

         15  belief that the police need to have more people of

         16  color in their rank.

         17                 But I have yet to see from this

         18  Administration, or the Police Commissioner, a

         19  statement that convinces me that they fully

         20  understand the extent of the problem that they face.

         21  And that is why I am very torn about voting for this

         22  budget mod, which is over a billion dollars and has

         23  in it some items that I like, but it also does have

         24  in it a large overtime amount for the Police

         25  Department, which I don't like, and I think, I don't
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          2  like to always vote no, but I guess in the interest

          3  of showing some kind of disagreement, I vote no on

          4  the expense budget mod, whatever number it is, and

          5  vote yes on all other general orders.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Mr. Chair --

          8                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: One

          9  second. We are on a roll call, sir.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: All right. I

         11  just want to have an opportunity to fix my vote.

         12                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: We

         13  will get back.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Freed.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: If I may be

         16  excused to explain my vote?

         17                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         18  Council Member Freed.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Like Council

         20  Member Eldridge, I, too, have been attending a lot

         21  of the speak-outs that we have been having in

         22  Manhattan about the question of community relations

         23  and the Police Department, and there is a

         24  frightening disconnect between things that are said,

         25  and I was at a substation opening this morning with
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          2  the Mayor and with the Police Commissioner, and

          3  there is a frightening disconnect between what they

          4  say is going on and what you are hearing out there

          5  in the communities, and we are not just talking

          6  about the communities of color. There is a genuine

          7  problem, there is something going on in the police

          8  force right now. I think there are a number of

          9  things that have to be done, including looking at

         10  the Street Crimes Division, and including looking at

         11  requiring residents in New York and getting rid of

         12  the 48 hour rule. I am glad that we will be having a

         13  hearing on one of those.

         14                 I, too, am troubled by this $10

         15  million, based somewhat on the representation from

         16  Council Member Linares, I am willing to give it a

         17  shot, but I would say that if there is not any real

         18  change out there when we come to the regular budget

         19  for next year, I would hope that we will not be

         20  putting any money in here for Street Crimes and for

         21  some of these areas that have been a real problem to

         22  our communities.

         23                 Stating that, I vote aye on

         24  everything except preconsidered M-26 and reso 678,

         25  which I vote no on. Thank you.
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          2                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

          3  Continue the roll call.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: O'Donovan.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Pinkett.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Perkins.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Yes. I just

         10  want to correct my vote. I misunderstood what we

         11  were voting for. I cannot vote for $10 million for

         12  the Police Department for recruitment and training,

         13  when I don't know what that involves. And I think

         14  that considering the fact that this $10 million is

         15  directed specifically for the minority community, as

         16  a so-called minority legislator, it would seem to me

         17  appropriate to be told about the plan prior to

         18  seeing the mod on my desk and expecting to vote for

         19  it because it is packaged with so many other

         20  goodies.

         21                 So, I am going to vote yes on

         22  everything else, but this particular mod, it pains

         23  me, but I just can't accept it. So, I would like the

         24  record to reflect that correction, if you will. I

         25  vote against. It.
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          2                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

          3  Continue the roll call.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Pinkett.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Mr. Minority

          6  Leader, it troubles me -- or Mr. Whip, excuse me, I

          7  put you in the wrong party -- it troubles in the

          8  sense to even have to take a position of this sort.

          9  I believe that in good faith we attempt to find

         10  solutions to very difficult circumstances, and I am

         11  not anti police per se. I yet cannot bring myself to

         12  believe that I can accept a budget mod of such

         13  significance for the Police Department without

         14  having someone talk to us, sit down and discuss with

         15  us, what indeed the framework of any changes will

         16  be, how this will affect all communities and the

         17  minority community, when it will begin, what the

         18  training will consist of, and indeed how that

         19  component will fit into what currently is in

         20  existence.

         21                 I happen to believe that one of the

         22  carrots that is being held out is the fact of

         23  overtime within the Police Department. And there is

         24  a lot of overtime, and that is because of the way in

         25  which the police are being used currently.
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          2                 I am not opposed to the police being

          3  paid real money, I would much rather give police a

          4  needed increase in salary, so they would be more

          5  competitive with those counties who do not do the

          6  work that they do, but who earn more than they do.

          7  But one of the things I cannot do in good

          8  conscience, is walk away from the fact that this

          9  might appear to me and to people of my community as

         10  a buy-out for amondur (phonetic). It cannot be.

         11                 And the fact that minority people

         12  should be on the police force is a given. The fact

         13  that training is essential, that is true. Are they

         14  going to do it? Yes, they ought to do it. They must

         15  do it, they have to do it.

         16                 That is their responsibility to make

         17  that police force consistent with the population of

         18  the City of New York, and they should not have any

         19  special incentives or dollars to do that. They have

         20  dollars in which they recruit and train, but they

         21  can't bring back a man who had 41 bullets fired at

         22  him, 19 that landed in his body. They can't bring

         23  back Mrs. Biaz' son. They can change the atmosphere

         24  in this City, and that is what we want to do. We

         25  want to work together, and I am prepared to do that,
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          2  and I think we can for that reason say that I will

          3  vote no on that part of the budget, I cannot vote

          4  for that.

          5                 All other portions of the budget, I

          6  vote aye.

          7                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

          8  Continue the roll call.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Can I be

         10  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         11                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         12  Council Member Quinn.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: First, just on

         14  a different matter, I want to thank again the

         15  members of the staff and of the Land Use Division of

         16  the City Council. I recently had a number of Land

         17  Use items in my district, some of which began before

         18  I even got here and the staff was enormously helpful

         19  and really took care of my district, so I want to

         20  say thank you. And I also want to thank Council

         21  Member Sabini and Eisland for their help on this

         22  longstanding matter in my district, and also Council

         23  Member McCaffrey for another Land Use item that

         24  became before his Committee this past week.

         25                 On the budget modification, I share
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          2  people's concerns about giving the Police Department

          3  more money without tighter oversight.

          4                 You know, that said, I do, and when I

          5  was on the Mayor's Task Force, did support the idea

          6  of expanded recruitment, and having from the task

          7  force a sense of how much money is presently

          8  allocated for recruitment in the Police Department,

          9  if we are going to expand recruitment, we do in fact

         10  need to put more money in there.

         11                 I think what we need to do is a

         12  tremendous amount of oversight to make sure that it

         13  is actually spent in a way that is effective, and

         14  also to make sure that they are actually, the Police

         15  Department, in coordination with Council Members and

         16  community groups. The money they have now is just

         17  not efficient to do that type of initiative that

         18  needs to be done to further diversify the Police

         19  Department.

         20                 And I agree with the sentiments that

         21  have been raised, if we give them a chance now, come

         22  the full budget we will have to find a different way

         23  to do recruitment and not allow them to do it

         24  themselves. So, I vote aye.

         25                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:
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          2  Continue the roll call.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robinson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Mr. Chairman

          5  Pro-Tem, may I be excused to explain my vote?

          6                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

          7  Council Member Robinson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: I, too, rise

          9  to express my concern in regards to the money that

         10  has been proposed for the recruitment within the

         11  City of New York. My only hope is that this good

         12  faith gesture that has been made on behalf of the

         13  New York City Council will in fact be utilized for

         14  the benefit for which it has been appropriated.

         15                 I believe that, and I know that this

         16  City has not had a good track record in terms of

         17  recruitment and retention of "African-American and

         18  Latino officers" to the Police Department.

         19                 I do hope, and I am a woman of hope,

         20  that this time around that we would be able to be

         21  faithful to the commitment, or this Administration

         22  will be faithful in its commitment to actively

         23  recruit and retain those who take the exam and do

         24  not allow for all of those African-American and

         25  Latino and other people of color to be
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          2  psychologically discharged from the process because

          3  of who people say that we are.

          4                 And, so, Mr. Chairman, I reluctantly

          5  vote, but I want my remarks to reflect my concern in

          6  regards to the money that has been placed, and I

          7  reluctantly vote aye.

          8                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

          9  Continue the roll call.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Watkins.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Mr. President

         12  Pro-Tem, may I please be excused to explain my vote?

         13                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         14  Council Member Watkins.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: I, too, have

         16  serious concerns about the budget mod with the

         17  allocation for the Police Department.

         18                 First of all, I feel that it is

         19  extremely poor timing. Today is the 16th of March,

         20  on the 22nd of March, we are scheduled to have an

         21  oversight hearing on the Street Crimes Unit which

         22  has been such a cause for concern.

         23                 I think we would all have been better

         24  served had this budget mod been delayed until after

         25  that oversight hearing.
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          2                 Having said that, I want to agree

          3  with my colleague, Council Member Pinkett. I feel

          4  that what we ought to be looking at is an increase

          5  overall in police officers' salaries.

          6                 I also believe that when they ask for

          7  this kind of money for recruitment, and those of us

          8  who are people of color have no idea who they have

          9  gone to and how they have come up with a plan for

         10  recruitment in our communities. I find it very

         11  difficult to trust recruitment in minority areas to

         12  a department who, when asked how many

         13  African-American chiefs they had, could not come up

         14  with a figure. When they came up with a figure they

         15  said there were six, they could only identify five,

         16  and then several days later they came back with the

         17  name of six who they should have known is currently

         18  a Commissioner of Transportation.

         19                 So, with a track record like that, I

         20  find it very difficult to believe that even if they

         21  have the will, that they have the wherewithal to do

         22  the job.

         23                 But like my colleague and sister

         24  Council Member Robinson, I am a woman who lives in

         25  hope. I am going to vote in favor of this mod, with
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          2  the hope and expectation, number one, that they will

          3  consult some credible people in the community of

          4  color who can assist them in this recruitment job,

          5  and in the hope that when it comes to our vote on

          6  the Executive Budget, we will have seen that they

          7  are moving in a direction which will allow us to

          8  continue the support.

          9                 I am voting aye on all with those

         10  provisos and concerns expressed.

         11                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         12  Continue the roll call.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Ognibene.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Abstain on

         15  preconsidered M-526, aye on all other coupled

         16  general orders.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Speaker Mr.

         18  Vallone.

         19                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Aye.

         20                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: On all

         21  general orders, 42 in the affirmative, none in the

         22  negative, no abstentions.

         23                 On M-526 and reso 678, 36 in the

         24  affirmative, two in the negative, four abstentions.

         25                 M-518, reso 661. 39 in the
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          2  affirmative, three in the negative, no abstentions.

          3                 SPEAKER VALLONE: All right. This time

          4  I ask that the bills on the agenda to be referred to

          5  committee as indicated with the exception of those

          6  on for immediate consideration.

          7                 Starting off with resolution 648. By

          8  myself, Council Members Eisland, Boyland, Clarke,

          9  Cruz, Eldridge, Freed, Harrison, Koslowitz, Lopez,

         10  Marshall, Pinkett, Provenzano, Quinn, Robinson,

         11  Watkins and Wooten: Declaring March 1999 Women's

         12  History Month. I waive the reading and ask for

         13  immediate consideration.

         14                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: The

         15  Speaker waives the reading, and seeing no

         16  objections, all in favor?

         17                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

         18                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: All

         19  opposed?

         20                 (No opposition.)

         21                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Resolution 649, by

         22  myself and anyone else who wishes to co-sponsor,

         23  calling upon the State Attorney General and the New

         24  York State Athletic Commission, to investigate the

         25  outcome of Holyfield-Lewis Boxing Match, and if
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          2  appropriate, to withhold all proceeds from the fight

          3  pending an investigation.

          4                 I waive the reading and ask for

          5  immediate consideration.

          6                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: The

          7  speaker asking to waive the reading of on immediate

          8  consideration, reso 649 --

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Objection.

         10                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Okay.

         11                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         12  Referred to the Committee on Public Safety.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: How did you vote on

         14  that fight?

         15                 Resolution 653. Calling upon the New

         16  York County District Attorney's Office to

         17  investigate the outcome of Holyfield-Lewis Boxing

         18  Match and if appropriate to withhold all proceeds

         19  from the fight pending the outcome of any such

         20  investigation.

         21                 I waive the reading and ask for

         22  immediate consideration.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ERISTOFF: Objection.

         24                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         25  Referred to the Committee on Public Safety.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Both referred to the

          3  Committee on Public Safety.

          4                 I believe that completes the

          5  immediate considerations, and anyone who wants to

          6  extend their remarks, or speak on any subject they

          7  wish, this is the appropriate time.

          8                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

          9  Council Member DiBrienza has his hand up.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: I just have

         11  a question. There were three immediate

         12  considerations, and were all three objected to? I

         13  stepped away for a second.

         14                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: No,

         15  just two.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Just two,

         17  thank you.

         18                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         19  Council Member Pinkett.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: I didn't have

         21  an opportunity earlier today to extend to John Banks

         22  my congratulations and also to ask for an outpouring

         23  of sympathy for this body at the loss of the

         24  services and friendship and professionalism of John

         25  Banks who is the Deputy Chair of our Finance
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          2  Division.

          3                 I know that he will be sorely missed

          4  because of his professionalism and because of his

          5  good humor and because he made himself indispensable

          6  in terms of the tasks that he performed for us and

          7  with us.

          8                 I understand that it is always

          9  necessary for one to move forward if one possibly

         10  can, to look ahead for your future, but I wanted to

         11  ask John, where would he find a group as lovable and

         12  as kind and as generous as this? How could he

         13  possibly go somewhere and lose the opportunity to

         14  enjoy himself as he does with people such as we are?

         15  Just think, this is a challenge that you will not

         16  face again in life.

         17                 And I wanted to say for me that the

         18  budget which somebody invented who came from a place

         19  called Hades, has been made I think more

         20  understandable and something that we can try to live

         21  with, no one obviously can control it, but at least

         22  you made it palatable, and we are going to miss you.

         23                 Now, if you decide to come back, and

         24  if you bring us a letter of recommendation from your

         25  next employer, we will appoint a committee to study
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          2  the position and the study, to determine whether or

          3  not we find you worthy for reemployment, we hope you

          4  come with the proper dignity and grace and we know

          5  you will because we feel that your future is always

          6  going to be bright. And please know that in this

          7  Council you will always have friends, and the best

          8  of luck to you. Thank you.

          9                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         10  Council Member Reed.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you very

         12  much. I just wanted to speak briefly to the point of

         13  the Speak-outs that we have been having about police

         14  conduct in many communities in Manhattan. I think

         15  that they have been very instructive to the members

         16  that have participated to hear from communities,

         17  most importantly that they too feel it is important

         18  that there is a dialogue about how democracy works

         19  as it relates to a police force.

         20                 And I wanted to take this opportunity

         21  to thank the Speaker for putting the imprimatur of

         22  the Council on these hearings. Many of the

         23  communities that we are having these Speak-Outs in

         24  have often felt neglected and not listened to by

         25  their elected officials, and the fact that these
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          2  were official Council hearings, that their testimony

          3  was taken not only seriously but will be transcribed

          4  into a record, said an awful lot to the community

          5  about how this particular body respects their

          6  concerns about their own safety and how we will move

          7  forward. So, I just wanted to offer my thanks to the

          8  Council and to the Speaker.

          9                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         10  Council Member Boyland.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you,

         12  Mr. Acting Public Advocate.

         13                 My colleagues, I stand here again in

         14  light of another issue that we need to stay vigilant

         15  on, it is prostate cancer.

         16                 As you know, last year I introduced a

         17  resolution recognizing the week of September 21st to

         18  the 25th as Prostate Cancer Awareness Week in New

         19  York City.

         20                 My interest in prostate cancer has

         21  been very clear. There are approximately 339,200 men

         22  in the United States that will die of prostate

         23  cancer according to this report.

         24                 Last week a New York Yankee manager,

         25  Joe Torre, announced that he had prostate cancer,
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          2  and there are many who suffer from this disease,

          3  particularly in the African-American community, who

          4  are more likely to develop prostate cancer.

          5                 Also, there was something on 20/20

          6  yesterday, in terms of Arnold Palmer, the golfer,

          7  for those who play golf here, who also has prostate

          8  cancer, so there is a lot of advocacy that is now

          9  being pushed.

         10                 So, my colleagues, I realize that we

         11  need to do more in our community to combat prostate

         12  cancer, and also I would like to wish Joe a steady

         13  recovery and I will look forward to his return back

         14  to baseball, but I want to make sure that we in the

         15  City Council and in New York City, as well as the

         16  minority communities, are aware of this issue, and

         17  we have to begin to address it budgetary-wise and

         18  also as human beings because there are millions of

         19  people dying from this disease, especially in our

         20  communities.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         23  Council Member Freed.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Thank you, Mr.

         25  Acting Public Advocate.
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          2                 I actually rise also to say good-bye

          3  to John Banks, who has done a wonderful job and has

          4  worked with everyone and was always there with all

          5  the answers, with all of the help for explanations

          6  and really willing to work with everyone, and we

          7  will miss him quite a lot.

          8                 And, John, maybe you will decide to

          9  come back at some point, who knows. I am sure you

         10  would be welcomed back with open arms.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         13  Council Member Clarke.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you very

         15  much, Mr. Majority Whip.

         16                 I wanted to add my voice to the

         17  budget mod and the money put in for the recruitment

         18  of police officers. Like Council Member Quinn, I

         19  served on the task force for police community

         20  relations, as you did, Mr. Majority Whip, and you

         21  know that part of our push was for recruitment in

         22  minority communities and residents of the City of

         23  New York in particular. We talked about the dollars

         24  that was not there, and so I was silent and voted

         25  for the budget, but I wanted to put on record that
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          2  all of us who represent minority communities must

          3  now go to every community board meeting, to every

          4  institution and every church to encourage our young

          5  people to make a career in the Police Department

          6  because I know that they can make a difference. I

          7  recognize the Blue Wall Of Silence, but I am sure

          8  that with right people, right minds and with right

          9  upbringing, that they can make a change in the

         10  community and we ought not to let the Mayor or the

         11  Police Commissioner get away with rhetoric. We now

         12  need to have them take action and we have to be a

         13  part of that action, and I thank you.

         14                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         15  Council Member Warden.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Thank you very

         17  much. I just rise in reference to the $10 million

         18  for the police recruitment. That number in itself is

         19  fine, however, it will not have the desired effect,

         20  unless we begin to monitor the way that the test,

         21  the civil service test is graded.

         22                 Let me explain what I mean. For those

         23  residents of the City of New York who take the test,

         24  they are given a premium number of points over and

         25  above that is allowable.
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          2                 However, the way that the test is

          3  graded, you are first given the grade and then they

          4  do the cut. In other words, you may have to score a

          5  minimum of 90 to be considered eligible, or 92 to be

          6  considered eligible.

          7                 After that point, the additional

          8  points are then added to your grade. What we should

          9  advocate is for you to receive the premium points,

         10  add it to whatever grade is taken before the cut is

         11  made, so that if you have an individual from Bed

         12  Stuy that scored an 88 and then is awarded five

         13  points, he would then have a 93, making the cut, if

         14  the cut is 92.

         15                 So, no matter how much we spend on

         16  recruitment, that issue on the grading of the test

         17  is something that we seriously must look at and I

         18  hope we do.

         19                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES:

         20  Council Member Eristoff, the last name.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ERISTOFF: Thank you

         22  very much.

         23                 I just wanted to rise and say

         24  good-bye and thank you to John Banks. John, if you

         25  are still in the Chamber, I don't see you at this
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          2  moment, I just want you to know that even behind

          3  your back you were widely admired and we really

          4  appreciate all of your hard work and the clarity

          5  with which you explained the budget process to all

          6  of us, grizzled veterans as well as new members, and

          7  it is much appreciated, and I hope that the City of

          8  New York and public service in general will not lose

          9  you in the future.

         10                 Good-bye and good luck. Thank you.

         11                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: Seeing

         12  no one else wishing to speak --

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Mr. Acting President

         14  Pro-Tem?

         15                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: Yes,

         16  Mr. Speaker.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: I would like us to

         18  rise, and do we have an in memoriam resolution for

         19  Joe DiMaggio?

         20                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE ROBLES: Yes.

         21                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Okay. Can we have

         22  that read into the record, please, and we will stand

         23  for a moment of silence.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Resolution 681.

         25  In memoriam. Joe DiMaggio.
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          2                 By the entire Council.

          3                 Whereas, the Council has learned with

          4  deep sorrow of the passing on March 8, 1999, of Joe

          5  DiMaggio, the New York Yankee legend and American

          6  hero, who died at the age of 84; and

          7                 Whereas, the enduring legend of our

          8  Yankee Clipper, the great Joe DiMaggio, has its

          9  roots in the sincerest of American hero worship, the

         10  kind that rewards an individual as much for his art

         11  as for his demeanor, and as much for his prowess as

         12  for his humility; and

         13                 Whereas; "Joltin" Joe DiMaggio,"

         14  considered by many for the last half of the century

         15  to be the greatest living baseball player, perfectly

         16  matched the elegance and the grace of the sport

         17  itself and mirrored the best qualities of his

         18  adopted city - its worldliness and its grandeur; and

         19                 Whereas, throughout his thirteen

         20  seasons with the winningest sports club in American

         21  history, the New York Yankees, Joe DiMaggio played

         22  in ten World Series, nine of which the Yankees won,

         23  and he appeared in eleven All-Star games; and

         24                 Whereas, Mr. DiMaggio's statistical

         25  record was nothing less than extraordinary, with 361
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          2  career home runs and only 369 strikeouts, reflecting

          3  the expert precision he took to every at-bat; and

          4                 Whereas, his 56-game hitting streak

          5  in 1941, known simply as "The Streak," is considered

          6  to be one of the greatest feats in the history of

          7  the game and 58 years later, it is thought of as one

          8  of the least likeliest records to be broken; and

          9                 Whereas, Joe DiMaggio's studied and

         10  artful approach to baseball was not one of flash and

         11  flamboyance, but one of skilled consistency that

         12  enabled him to excel in so many elements of the

         13  sport; the New York Times remarked that Joe DiMaggio

         14  "redefined the art of fielding" and noted that "his

         15  silky, seemingly effortless motion across the

         16  outfield grass was a signature of his game," and

         17                 Whereas, The ease with which he

         18  seemed to play the game marked the true sign of

         19  greatness in Joe DiMaggio and his achievements in

         20  baseball - winning the M.V.P. Award three times,

         21  leading the league in batting in two different

         22  seasons, leading the league in RBI's twice, leading

         23  the league in home runs twice - were testament to

         24  his stylish aestheticism; and

         25                 Whereas, It was not however, Joe

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            90

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  DiMaggios' field-level accomplishments alone that

          3  have earned him the status of American icon, but

          4  rather his American dream success story and the

          5  indelible sportsmanship that he incorporated into

          6  every aspect of his life; and

          7                 Whereas, The son of Italian

          8  immigrants, Joe DiMaggio was born in Martinez,

          9  California, just north of San Francisco, where his

         10  father worked as a fisherman; along with his

         11  brothers Vince and Dominic, Joe pursued a career in

         12  baseball and joined the San Francisco Seals of the

         13  Pacific Coast League, where he began to demonstrate

         14  his extraordinary talent, hitting safely in 61 games

         15  long before The Streak of 1941; and

         16                 Whereas, When he came to New York in

         17  1936 and joined the untouchable Yankees ballclub as

         18  a centerfielder, he quickly established himself as a

         19  worthy successor to Babe Ruth and Lou Gehrig,

         20  ushering in a new chapter in the Yankees baseball

         21  dynasty; admirably, he missed three seasons to serve

         22  his country during World War II; and

         23                 Whereas, His elevation to stardom,

         24  both in the baseball arena and in the American

         25  cultural landscape was looked upon as the ultimate
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          2  manifestation of the American dream and opened many

          3  doors for Italian-Americans who had long faced

          4  adversity and bigotry; and

          5                 Whereas, He married the actress

          6  Dorothy Arnold in 1939 and in 1941 became the father

          7  of his only child, Joseph, Jr.; in 1954, after he

          8  retired from baseball, Joe DiMaggio married the

          9  Hollywood starlet Marilyn Monroe and though their

         10  marriage was brief, she remained forever closed to

         11  his heart; and

         12                 Whereas, in later years, Joe DiMaggio

         13  lived a quiet life in his hometown of San Francisco

         14  and then in Florida; he became the spokesman for the

         15  Bowery Savings Bank and for Mr. Coffee and

         16  participated in several acts of selfless

         17  philanthropy including the donation of the Joe

         18  DiMaggio Children's Hospital at Memorial Regional

         19  Hospital in Hollywood, Florida; and

         20                 Whereas, "Where have you gone Joe

         21  DiMaggio?/A nation turns its lonely eyes to you"

         22  sung Paul Simon in one of the most famous of the

         23  popular works that have reference him; today, this

         24  City, which beams with the pride of his legacy,

         25  indeed turns its eyes to our cherished Number 5,
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          2  this time, to bid farewell; now, therefore, be it

          3                 Resolved, That the Council of the

          4  City of New York commemorates the life and mourns

          5  the death of Yankee legend and American hero, Joe

          6  DiMaggio; the Council expresses its deepest sympathy

          7  to his beloved family and adjourns today in his

          8  memory.

          9                 (Moment of Silence.)

         10                 (Hearing concluded at 4:00 p.m.)

         11
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          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 16th day of March 1999.

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

                                   ---------------------

         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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          7

          8

          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.
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