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INTRODUCTION 
	On February 24, 2026, the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure (“Committee”), chaired by Majority Leader Shaun Abreu, conducted a hearing to vote on the following legislation: Int. No. 68-A, sponsored by Majority Leader Abreu, in relation to newsrack requirements and enforcement; and Int. No. 257-A, sponsored by Council Member Rita Joseph, in relation to special activation of the open streets program on certain holidays and time periods with significant pedestrian traffic. 
A previous version of Int. No. 68-A was heard at a hearing conducted on February 9, 2026. At this hearing, the Committee heard from representatives from the New York City (“NYC” or “City”) Department of Transportation (“DOT”), and others. 
A previous version of Int. No. 257-A was heard at a hearing conducted on January 30, 2026. At this hearing, the Committee heard from representatives from NYC DOT, stakeholders related to public space, and others. 
On February 24, 2026, the Committee passed: Int. No. 68-A by a vote of ten in the affirmative, zero in the negative, and zero abstentions; and Int. No. 257-A by a vote of ten in the affirmative, zero in the negative, and zero abstentions.
BACKGROUND
Department of Transportation
DOT’s self-described mission is to provide for the safe, equitable, and sustainable movement of people and goods in NYC, while creating public spaces that strengthen the City’s communities.[footnoteRef:2] The agency’s vision is a transportation system that provides equitable mobility for all residents and visitors, while also being environmentally sustainable and built to adapt to the threat of climate change.[footnoteRef:3] DOT is responsible for a significant amount of the City’s public infrastructure, which includes planning, design, construction, maintenance, and management of roads, sidewalks, bridges, traffic signals, and signs.[footnoteRef:4] DOT has an annual operating budget of $1.5 billion and a 10-year $33.5 billion capital program, with nearly 6,000 employees.[footnoteRef:5] Overall, DOT manages: 6,300 miles of streets and highways; over 12,000 miles of sidewalk; approximately 800 bridges and tunnels; over one million street signs; 13,500 signalized intersections; nearly 400,000 streetlights; over 350 million linear feet of markings; 15,000 parking meters and 37 parking facilities; and the Staten Island Ferry.[footnoteRef:6]  [2:  NYC DOT, About DOT, available at https://www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/about/about.shtml.]  [3:  Id. ]  [4:  Id. ]  [5:  Id. ]  [6:  Id. ] 

Int. No. 68-A: Newsracks
As defined in the NYC Administrative Code, a newsrack is a “self-service or coin-operated box, container or other dispenser installed, used or maintained for the display, sale or distribution of newspapers or other written matter to the general public.”[footnoteRef:7] Newsrack owners are required to provide information to DOT, including the identity and contact information of the newsrack owner, prior to installing a newsrack on a sidewalk.[footnoteRef:8] Additionally, because newsracks have the potential to cause safety hazards, accumulate trash, and attract graffiti, their owners are required to maintain a commercial general liability insurance policy from an insurer.[footnoteRef:9] Newsracks in the City are subject to size and appearance regulations, as well as restrictions on where they may be placed.[footnoteRef:10]  [7:  Admin. Code § 19-128.1(a)(1).]  [8:  NYC DOT, Infrastructure-Newsracks, available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/infrastructure/newsracksintro.shtml.]  [9:  Id. ]  [10:  Admin. Code § 19-128.1(a)(1).] 

On an annual basis, newsrack owners must re-register that a newsrack is installed by November 1 and submit insurance certifications by December 31 or by the expiration date of the insurance policy.[footnoteRef:11] They must also certify to DOT three times a year that each newsrack under ownership has been repainted, or best efforts have been made to remove graffiti and other unauthorized markings, and keep maintenance logs detailing maintenance activities pertaining to newsracks.[footnoteRef:12]  [11:  NYC DOT, Infrastructure-Newsracks, available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/infrastructure/newsracksintro.shtml.]  [12:  Id. ] 

In addition to these annual requirements, DOT regulates the size and placement of newsracks on City streets. Newsracks must have specific dimensions and be weighted down to prevent being tipped over.[footnoteRef:13] Moreover, they may not be placed within 15 feet of any fire hydrant or in any driveway, among other restrictions.[footnoteRef:14] To enforce these standards, DOT may issue a summons returnable to the Office of Administrative Trials and Hearings with civil penalties of up to $250 to $4,000 based on the nature of the violation and number of newsracks owned.[footnoteRef:15] If necessary, the City can remove a newsrack from its location in the event of its abandonment, an emergency, construction, uncorrected violations, or repeat violations.[footnoteRef:16] [13:  Id.]  [14:  Id. ]  [15:  Id. ]  [16:  Id. ] 

In December 2024, the New York City Council passed Local Law 120 of 2024 (“Local Law 120”), which empowers DOT to establish standards regarding the size, shape, and materials used to construct newsracks, and to restrict newsracks from being placed too closely to certain infrastructure located on sidewalks.[footnoteRef:17] In addition, the law requires DOT to provide notice to owners of any changed obligations imposed by Local Law 120 or DOT rules governing newsracks.[footnoteRef:18] This DOT notice is required to be in English and the language of the publication distributed at the newsrack, if it is a language other than English.[footnoteRef:19] [17:  Local Law No. 120 (2024) of the City of New York, available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6584103&GUID=77156F9D-6C4E-40F8-8E09-2BC306F6B73E&Options=ID%7CText%7C&Search=newsracks. ]  [18:  Id.]  [19:  Id.] 

Int. No. 257-A: Open Streets Program
NYC’s Open Streets program, created in the Spring of 2020 during the COVID-19 pandemic and then made permanent by Local Law 55 of 2021,[footnoteRef:20] is a program to implement more open spaces for NYC.[footnoteRef:21] The program is intended to transform streets into public space open to all, allow for a range of activities that promote economic development, support schools, facilitate pedestrian and bike mobility, and provide new ways for New Yorkers to enjoy cultural programming and build their communities.[footnoteRef:22] DOT works with a diverse set of partners to implement the Open Streets program, including community-based organizations, educational institutions, business groups, and houses of worship.[footnoteRef:23]  [20:  Local Law No. 55 (2021) of the City of New York, available at: https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=4424528&GUID=796B94D6-9FD4-4448-8E8A-9A631444F421&Options=ID|Text|&Search=%22open+streets%22.   ]  [21:  NYC DOT, Pedestrians: Open Streets, available at: https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pedestrians/openstreets.shtml.  ]  [22:  Id. ]  [23:  Id. ] 

There are three types of Open Streets: (1) Limited Local Access, which is a street designated for pedestrian and cyclist use and enjoyment during a specified set of hours and days each week, where local vehicle access is permitted and drivers are advised to drive 5 miles per hour; (2) Full Closure, which is a street that is temporarily closed to vehicles to allow for car-free activities that support local businesses, communities, and schools; and (3) Full Closure: Schools, which is a street that is temporarily closed to vehicles to support schools for drop-off and pick-up operations, recess, and outdoor learning.[footnoteRef:24] [24:  Id. ] 

In 2024, DOT adopted rules to codify the Open Streets application process and program requirements, as well as clarify criteria for eligible Open Streets partners and corridors, and establish a regulatory framework for how the program will be managed and operated.[footnoteRef:25] Under DOT’s rules, the operating hours of a Full Closure Open Street can be expanded, upon DOT’s written consent, to include the following holidays: New Year’s Day, Martin Luther King Jr.’s Day, President’s Day, Memorial Day, Juneteenth, Independence Day, Labor Day, Columbus Day, Veteran’s Day, Thanksgiving Day, and Christmas Day.[footnoteRef:26] Over the last few years, DOT has also offered Open Street activation opportunities on Halloween as part of its annual Trick-or-Streets initiative.[footnoteRef:27] [25:  Id. ]  [26:  34 RCNY § 4-21(c)(4). ]  [27:  NYC DOT, Trick-or-Streets, available at: https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pedestrians/trickorstreets.shtml.] 

LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS
[bookmark: _Hlk220921102]Below are brief summaries of the legislation being voted on today by this Committee. These summaries are intended for informational purposes only and do not substitute for legal counsel. For more detailed information, review the full text of the bills which are included below.
Int. No. 68-A, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to newsrack requirements and enforcement

Int. No. 68-A would require newsrack owners to provide their email address to DOT when registering a newsrack, and permit DOT to communicate with those newsrack owners electronically. It additionally requires newsrack owners to regularly clean and repaint their newsracks, and to remove refuse from the newsrack if a notice of correction is issued. It permits DOT to treat a newsrack as abandoned if it is missing all required identifying markings, or if there is no owner on record for the newsrack, and permits DOT to issue a notice of violation alongside a notice of correction for certain violations related to newsrack maintenance, although the notice of violation must be withdrawn if the owner corrects the violation within the time allotted. 
This local law would take effect 120 days after it becomes law. 
Int. No. 257-A, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to special activation of the Open Streets program on certain holidays and time periods with significant pedestrian traffic

Int. No. 257-A would modify the existing Open Streets program to permit community organizations to request special activation opportunities, which are days and times the open street may be operated in addition to the open streets’ regular hours of operation. These special activation opportunities may include Memorial Day, Juneteenth, Fourth of July, Labor Day, Halloween, or other time periods where there is significant pedestrian traffic.
This local law would take effect 30 days after it becomes law. 












	Int. No. 68-A
 
By Council Members Abreu, Wong, Louis, Zhuang and Narcisse
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to newsrack requirements and enforcement
 
 Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. The definition of “board” in subdivision a of section 19-128.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 120 for the year 2024, is amended to read as follows:
Board. The term “board” means the environmental control board [of the city of New York] within the office of administrative trials and hearings.
§ 2. Paragraphs 1 and 4 of subdivision b of section 19-128.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 120 for the year 2024, are amended to read as follows:
1. Newsracks shall conform to the standards set forth in rules of the department relating to the size and shape of such newsracks and material used to construct such newsracks. Whenever any newsrack is found to be in violation of any such rules, the commissioner shall issue a notice of correction by email to the owner or person in control of such newsrack. The commissioner shall cause photographic evidence of such violation to be taken. Such evidence shall be sent by email together with such notice of correction. Such owner or person in control shall cause such violation to be corrected within 30 business days from the date on which the commissioner sends by email such notice of correction.
4. The owner shall affix to the newsrack the owner's name, address, telephone number, and email address[, if any,] in a readily visible location on the front or side of the newsrack and shall conform such information to any changes required to be reported to the department in accordance with the provisions of subdivision c of this section. In no event shall a post office box be considered an acceptable address for purposes of this paragraph.
§ 3. Paragraphs 2 and 3 of subdivision c of section 19-128.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 36 for the year 2004, are amended to read as follows:
2. Subsequent to the initial notification requirements set forth in paragraph [one] 1 of this subdivision, the owner or person in control of any newsrack shall submit the information set forth in subparagraph [a] (a) of such paragraph once a year to the commissioner in accordance with a notification schedule to be established by the commissioner. However, if the number of newsracks owned or controlled by such owner or person increases or decreases by [ten] 10 percent or more of the number of newsracks that have been included in the most recent notification required to be submitted by such owner or person, such owner or person shall also be required to submit the information set forth in such paragraph within [seven] 5 business days of such change, and provided, further, that such owner or person shall advise the department of any change in [his or her] such owner or person’s name or email address within [seven] 5 business days of such change.
3. Notification to the city, as required by paragraphs 1 and 2 of this subdivision, [may] shall be submitted to the department electronically.
§ 4. Paragraphs 1, 2, and 4 of subdivision e of section 19-128.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 36 for the year 2004, are amended to read as follows:
1. Any person who owns or is in control of a newsrack shall [certify], once every [four] 4 months [to the commissioner on forms prescribed by the commissioner that], repaint each newsrack under [his or her] such person’s ownership or control [has been repainted, or that best efforts have been made to remove], and remove from each such newsrack any graffiti [and] or other unauthorized writing, painting, drawing, or other markings or inscriptions [at least once during the immediately preceding four month period. Such person shall maintain a log in which the measures and the dates and times when they are taken are recorded in accordance with a format approved or set forth by the commissioner. Such person shall maintain records for a period of three years documenting the use of materials, employees, contractors, other resources and expenditures utilized for the purpose of demonstrating the repainting or best efforts of such person to remove such graffiti or other unauthorized writing, painting, drawing, or other markings or inscriptions. Such person shall, solely for the purposes of complying with the provisions of this paragraph, make such log and such records, and only such log and such records, available to the department for inspection and copying during normal and regular business hours and shall deliver copies to the department upon its request. Such inspection may only be conducted by the department once per certification period]. If the department determines that [such certification, log and records do not accurately demonstrate that] an owner or person in control of a newsrack has not repainted or [used best efforts for such purposes] removed graffiti or other unauthorized writing, painting, drawing, or other markings or inscriptions at least once every 4 months as required by this paragraph, or upon a determination by the department that an owner or such person failed to comply with any other provision of this paragraph, the department shall issue a notice of violation in accordance with subparagraph b-1 or b-2 of paragraph [one] 1 of subdivision f of this section.
2. Any person who owns or is in control of a newsrack shall [use best efforts to] ensure that each newsrack under [his or her] such person’s ownership or control is not used as a depository for the placement of refuse and shall [be required to] remove any refuse placed within such newsrack within [forty-eight] 48 hours of receipt of a notice of correction from the commissioner as provided in [subparagraph a of] paragraph [one] 1 of subdivision f of this section regarding such condition.
4. Any newsrack that has been damaged or is in need of repair shall be repaired, replaced, or removed by the owner or person in control of such newsrack within [seven] 3 business days of [receipt of a notice of correction from] the date on which the commissioner sends by email a notice of correction as provided in [subparagraph a of] paragraph [one] 1 of subdivision f of this section regarding such damage or need for repair. If such newsrack has been damaged, or if it is in a state of disrepair, such that it constitutes a danger to persons or property, it shall be made safe within [a reasonable time following receipt of] 2 business days from the date on which the commissioner sends by email such a notice of correction [from the commissioner] regarding such condition.
§ 5. Subdivision f of section 19-128.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 36 for the year 2004, is amended to read as follows:
f. Enforcement. 1. (a) Whenever any newsrack is found to be in violation of any provision of subdivision b of this section or any rule promulgated pursuant to paragraph 1 of such subdivision b, or paragraphs [two] 2, [three] 3, [four] 4, or [five] 5 of subdivision e of this section, the commissioner shall issue a notice of correction specifying the date and nature of the violation and shall send [written] notification, by [regular mail] email, to the owner or person in control of the newsrack. [In addition, the commissioner may send a copy of such notice of correction to a person designated by such owner or person to receive such notice, and/or the commissioner may send such notice by electronic mail to such owner or such person specifying the date and nature of the violation. However, failure to send a copy by regular or electronic mail will not extend the time period within which such owner or other person is required by any provision of this section to take action, nor will such failure result in the dismissal of a notice of violation issued pursuant to any provision of this section.] The commissioner shall cause photographic evidence of such violation to be taken. Such evidence shall be sent by [regular mail] email together with the notice of correction. Except as otherwise provided for the removal of refuse in paragraph [two] 2 of subdivision e of this section, or for the repair, replacement, or removal of a newsrack that has been damaged or is in need of repair in paragraph 4 of subdivision e of this section, or for the failure to conform to standards set forth in the rules of the department relating to size and shape of a newsrack adopted pursuant to paragraph 1 of subdivision b of this section, such person shall, within [seven] 5 business days from the date [of receipt of notification via regular mail] on which the commissioner sends a notice of correction by email, cause the violation to be corrected. [For the purposes of this section, a notice of correction shall be deemed to have been received five days from the date on which it was mailed by the commissioner.]
(b) If an owner or other person in control of a newsrack fails to comply with a notice of correction issued pursuant to subparagraph [a] (a) of this paragraph, or an order by the commissioner to remove served pursuant to paragraph [three] 3 of this subdivision, a notice of violation returnable to the board shall be served on such owner or person in control of such newsrack. No notice of violation shall be issued for the failure to comply with a notice of correction issued pursuant to [subparagraph a of paragraph one of this subdivision] subparagraph (a) or (b-1) of this paragraph unless the commissioner has caused a second inspection of the violation to take place within a period of time that commences on the day after the applicable period for correcting such violation expires and ends [fourteen] 10 business days after such day. In addition, the commissioner may send to such owner or other person in control of such newsrack, by [electronic mail] email, photographic evidence of such violation taken at such second inspection. Failure to send such photographic evidence by [electronic mail] email will not result in the dismissal of a notice of violation issued pursuant to any provision of this section.
(b-1) Failure by an owner or a person in control of a newsrack to comply with subdivision c or d of this section, [failure by such owner or person to certify or failure to accurately demonstrate that such owner or person has repainted or used best efforts to remove graffiti and other unauthorized writing, painting, drawing, or other markings or inscriptions, as required by] paragraph [one] 1 of subdivision e of this section, or an order by the commissioner to remove or cause to be removed a newsrack pursuant to paragraph 3 of this subdivision, shall be a violation and shall be subject to the applicable penalties provided in paragraph [six] 6 of this subdivision. A proceeding to recover any civil penalty authorized by this subparagraph shall be commenced with service on such owner or person of a notice of violation returnable to the board. The commissioner shall not be required to issue a notice of correction before issuing or serving a notice of violation pursuant to this subparagraph.
(b-2) Notwithstanding any provision of this paragraph to the contrary, whenever any newsrack is found to be in violation of any provision of paragraph 1 of subdivision b or paragraph 2 or 4 of subdivision e of this section, or any rule adopted pursuant to paragraph 1 of subdivision b or paragraph 2 or 4 of subdivision e of this section, the commissioner may issue or serve a notice of violation at the same time the commissioner issues or serves a notice of correction for such violation, provided that, where such owner or person in control of such newsrack complies with a notice of correction the commissioner issues and sends pursuant to this subparagraph within the applicable time specified for correcting such violation, the commissioner shall withdraw such notice of violation and notify the board of such withdrawal prior to the return date of such notice of violation.
(c) If the return date of a notice of violation issued pursuant to subparagraph [b] (b) or [b-1] (b-1) of this paragraph is more than [five] 5 business days after the service of such notice, the board shall, upon the request of the respondent, in person at the office of the board, provide a hearing on such violation prior to such return date and no later than [five] 5 business days after the date of such request. At the time set for such hearing, or at the date to which such hearing is continued, the board shall receive all evidence relevant to the occurrence or non-occurrence of the specified violation(s), the compliance or noncompliance with any of the provisions of this section, and any other relevant information. Such hearing need not be conducted according to technical rules relating to evidence and witnesses. Oral evidence shall be taken only on oath or affirmation. Within [five] 5 business days after the conclusion of the hearing, the board shall render a decision, based upon the facts adduced at said hearing, whether any violations of this section have occurred. The decision shall be in writing and shall contain findings of fact and a determination of the issues presented. The board shall send to the owner or person in control of the newsrack by regular mail, a copy of its decision and order.
2. (a) If the board renders a decision upholding the finding of a violation against the respondent upon default or after a hearing held pursuant to paragraph [one] 1 of this subdivision[, other than a decision finding a violation of the provisions of paragraph one of subdivision e of this section,] and the violation is not remedied within [seven] 5 business days of receipt of the decision of the board, the commissioner or [his or her] the commissioner’s designee is authorized to provide for the removal of such newsrack and any contents thereof to a place of safety. For purposes of this subparagraph, a decision shall be deemed to have been received [five] 5 business days from the date on which it was mailed. If such newsrack and any contents thereof are not claimed within [thirty] 30 days after their removal by a person entitled to their return, they shall be deemed to be abandoned [and may be either sold at a public auction after having been advertised in the City Record, the proceeds thereof being paid into the general fund, used or converted for use by the department or another city agency, or otherwise disposed of] and shall be subject to the provisions of paragraph 4 of this subdivision, and the owner or person in control shall be liable to the [City] city for the costs of removal and storage and shall be subject to a civil penalty pursuant to subparagraph [a] (a) of paragraph [six] 6 of subdivision f of this section. Newsracks and the contents thereof that are removed pursuant to this subparagraph shall be released to the owner or other person lawfully entitled to possession upon payment of the costs for removal and storage and any civil penalty or, if an action or proceeding concerning the violation is pending, upon the posting of a bond or other form of security acceptable to the department in an amount that will secure the payment of such costs and any penalty that may be imposed hereunder.
(b) If the board renders a decision upholding the finding of a violation against the respondent for having failed to [certify, or having failed to accurately] demonstrate that such respondent repainted or [used best efforts to remove] removed graffiti [and] or other unauthorized writing, painting, drawing, or other markings or inscriptions, as required by paragraph 1 of subdivision e of this section, or having failed to comply with any other provision of paragraph [one] 1 of subdivision e of this section, the board shall impose a penalty in accordance with subparagraph [b] (b) of paragraph [six] 6 of this subdivision.
3. The commissioner may[, upon notice, serve] send an order [upon] by email to the owner or other person in control of a newsrack requiring such person to remove or cause to be removed such newsrack within [seven] 5 business days [of receipt of such order] from the date on which the commissioner sends by email such order where such removal is required because the site or location at which such newsrack is placed is used or is to be used for public utility purposes, public transportation, or public safety purposes, or when such newsrack unreasonably interferes with construction activities in nearby or adjacent buildings, or if removal is required in connection with a street widening or other capital project or improvement. If such person does not remove such newsrack within [seven] 5 business days of [receipt of] the date the commissioner sends by email such order, the provisions contained in subparagraphs [b] (b) and [c] (c) of paragraph [one] 1 of this subdivision and subparagraph [a] (a) of paragraph [two] 2 of this subdivision regarding issuance of a notice of violation and alternatives for removal, storage, abandonment, disposal, and release, shall apply.
4. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, if a newsrack has been deemed to have been abandoned in accordance with this paragraph, the commissioner, [his or her] the commissioner’s designee, an authorized officer or employee of any city agency, or a police officer is authorized to provide for the removal of such newsrack and it may either be sold at public auction after having been advertised in the City Record, the proceeds thereof being paid into the general fund, used or converted for use by the department or another city agency, or otherwise disposed of. A newsrack shall be deemed to have been abandoned for purposes of this paragraph if [the name, address or other]: (i) no identifying material of the owner or other person in control of such newsrack, as required by paragraph 4 of subdivision b of this section, is [not] affixed to such newsrack [as required by paragraph four of subdivision b of this section and]; or (ii) such owner or other person in control of such newsrack has not submitted to the commissioner the [information required in clauses (ii) and (iii) of subparagraph a of] name, address, telephone number, and email address of such owner or other person in control of such newsrack as required by paragraph [one] 1 of subdivision c of this section.
5. (a) Where emergency circumstances exist and the commissioner or [his or her] the commissioner’s designee gives notice to the owner or other person in control of a newsrack to remove such newsrack, such person shall comply with such notice. For the purposes of this paragraph, emergency circumstances shall mean circumstances which present an imminent threat to public health or safety.
(b) If any owner or other person in control of a newsrack does not remove such newsrack when directed to do so pursuant to the provisions of subparagraph [a] (a) of this paragraph, or if circumstances are such that public safety requires the immediate removal of a newsrack and it is not reasonable to give the owner or other person in control of such newsrack notice prior to removal, the commissioner or [his or her] the commissioner’s designee may provide for the removal of such newsrack to a place of safety. If a newsrack has been removed by the city pursuant to this subparagraph, the commissioner or the commissioner’s designee shall, no later than 48 hours following such removal, send by email to the owner or person in control of such newsrack notice of such removal. Unless an administrative proceeding brought pursuant to subparagraph [c] (c) of this paragraph has terminated in favor of such owner or other person in control of such newsrack, such owner or other person in control of such newsrack may be charged with the reasonable costs of removal and storage payable prior to the release of such newsrack and the contents thereof.
(c) If an owner or other person in control of a newsrack fails to comply with a notice issued pursuant to subparagraph [a] (a) of this paragraph to remove such newsrack, a notice of violation returnable to the board shall be served on such owner or person in control of such newsrack. If the newsrack has been removed by the city pursuant to subparagraph [b] (b) of this paragraph, such notice of violation shall be served immediately after removal, and, if the return date of the notice of violation is more than [five] 5 business days after the service of such notice, the board shall, upon the request of the respondent, in person at the office of the board, provide a hearing on such violation prior to such return date and no later than [five] 5 business days after the date of such request. The hearing shall take place under the provisions set forth in subparagraphs [b] (b) and [c] (c) of paragraph [one] 1 of this subdivision and a decision shall be rendered by the board within [five] 5 business days after the conclusion of the hearing. If a decision is rendered at such hearing that emergency circumstances did not exist, such newsrack shall be returned within [ten] 10 business days to the location from which it was removed by the commissioner or [his or her] the commissioner’s designee. If a decision is rendered against the respondent upon default or after a hearing that such emergency circumstances existed, such newsrack and the contents thereof shall be released to the owner or other person lawfully entitled to possession. If, after a board decision that removal was proper, such newsrack and any contents thereof are not claimed within [thirty] 30 days after the date of removal by a person entitled to their return, such newsrack and any contents thereof shall be deemed abandoned and may be either sold at a public auction after having been advertised in the City Record, the proceeds thereof being paid into the general fund, used or converted for use by the department or another city agency, or otherwise disposed of.
6. (a) Any owner or person in control of a newsrack found to be in violation of any provision of this section shall, after a board decision has been issued upon default or after a hearing, be subject to a civil penalty in the amount of (i) no less than [fifty dollars] $250 and no more than [one hundred dollars] $500 for each violation for a specific newsrack of any of the provisions of paragraphs [two] 2, [three] 3, [four] 4 or [five] 5 of subdivision e of this section or paragraph [four] 4 of subdivision b of this section, except that a person found in violation of any of such provisions after a decision of the board issued on default shall be subject to a penalty of no less than [one hundred dollars] $250 and no more than [five hundred dollars] $500; (ii) no less than [five hundred dollars] $3,000 and no more than [four thousand dollars] $4,000 for each violation of paragraph [one] 1 of subdivision c of this section; and (iii) no less than [one hundred dollars] $250 and no more than [five hundred dollars] $500 for each violation of paragraphs [one] 1, [two] 2, [three] 3, [five] 5, [six] 6 and [seven] 7 of subdivision b of this section or of any rule adopted pursuant to paragraph 1 of subdivision b of this section.
(b) Any owner or person in control of [one] 1 or more newsracks found by the board to have failed to [certify, or to have failed to accurately] demonstrate that such owner or person repainted or [used best efforts to remove] removed graffiti [and] or other unauthorized writing, painting, drawing, or other markings or inscriptions, as required by paragraph [one] 1 of subdivision e of this section, or failed to comply with any other requirements of such paragraph, or failed to comply with any provision of paragraph [two] 2 of subdivision c of this section, or failed to maintain insurance as required by subdivision d of this section, shall be liable for a civil penalty determined in accordance with the number of newsracks such person owns or controls as follows:
	Number of newsracks owned or controlled by such person
	A violation of paragraph [one] 1 of subdivision e, paragraph [two] 2 of subdivision c or subdivision d of this section

	Up to and including [ninety-nine] 99 newsracks
	[Two hundred fifty dollars] $400 to $600

	More than [ninety-nine] 99 and less than [two hundred fifty] 250 newsracks
	[Three hundred seventy-five] $600 to [seven hundred fifty dollars] $800

	More than [two hundred forty-nine] 249 and less than [five hundred] 500 newsracks
	[Seven hundred fifty] $1,100 to [one thousand five hundred dollars] $1,500

	More than [four hundred ninety-nine] 499 and less than [seven hundred fifty] 750 newsracks
	[One thousand one hundred twenty-five] $1,700 to [two thousand two hundred fifty dollars] $2,250

	More than [seven hundred forty-nine] 749 and less [than one thousand] 1,000 newsracks
	[One thousand five hundred] $2,300 to [three thousand dollars] $3,000

	[One thousand] 1,000 or more newsracks
	[Two thousand] $3,000 to [four thousand dollars] $4,000


7. The commissioner shall remove or cause to be removed from any sidewalk for a period of [three] 3 consecutive months, every newsrack and the contents thereof under the ownership or control of any person who repeatedly violates any provision or provisions of this [subdivision] section. For purposes of this paragraph, a person shall be deemed to have repeatedly violated this section if such person has been determined by the board, upon default or after a hearing, to have violated the provisions of this section [ten] 3 or more times within any [six-month] 6 month period [and] or that such person has failed to pay [three] 3 or more civil penalties imposed during that same time period. [For purposes of this paragraph, a person shall also be deemed to have repeatedly violated this section if such person is determined by the board, upon default or after a hearing, to have failed to make the certification required by paragraph one of subdivision e of this section or to have failed to accurately demonstrate that such person repainted or used best efforts to remove graffiti and other unauthorized writing, painting, drawing, or other markings or inscriptions as required by such paragraph in each of two consecutive certification periods in any two year period or three times in any two-year period.] The department shall maintain a record of all persons who repeatedly violate any provision or provisions of this subdivision. In the event that the commissioner removes or causes to be removed all newsracks and the contents thereof under the ownership or control of any person based upon this paragraph, such person shall be permitted to replace all such newsracks at the locations from which they were removed upon payment in full of all outstanding civil penalties imposed for violations of this section and the reasonable costs of removal and storage, provided that such newsracks meet the requirements of this section. If any newsracks or contents thereof removed pursuant to this paragraph are not claimed within [thirty] 30 days after the expiration of the [three-month] 3 month removal period, such newsracks or the contents thereof shall be deemed abandoned and may be either sold at public auction after having been advertised in the City Record, the proceeds thereof being paid into the general fund, used or converted for use by the department or another city agency or otherwise disposed of.
8. In giving any notice of correction or serving any [commissioners] commissioner’s order required under this section, except as otherwise provided by law, the commissioner may rely on the validity of any email address [(a) posted on the newsrack pursuant to paragraph 4 of subdivision b of this section as the address] of the owner or person in control of the newsrack [or (b)] submitted to the department pursuant to subdivision c of this section, and shall provide such notice by [regular mail] email. [If the owner or person in control of a newsrack shall have failed to comply with paragraph 4 of subdivision b or with subdivision c of this section, the commissioner shall make reasonable efforts to ascertain the identity and address of the owner or person in control of such newsrack for the purpose of giving any required notice, and having done so, may take action as if any required notice had been given.]
9. Nothing in this section shall preclude the immediate removal of a newsrack when otherwise authorized by law.
§ 6. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law.
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	Int. No. 257-A
 
By Council Members Joseph, Krishnan, Louis, Brooks-Powers, Gutiérrez and Hudson
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to special activation of the open streets program on certain holidays and time periods with significant pedestrian traffic
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Subdivision a of section 19-107.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new definition of “special activation opportunity” in alphabetical order to read as follows:
Special activation opportunity. The term “special activation opportunity” means a window of days or hours designated by the department during which the department or a community organization may operate an open street, in addition to the regular hours of operation of such open street.
§ 2. Section 19-107.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new subdivision m to read as follows:
m. A community organization that manages an open street designated pursuant to this section may propose days or hours for a special activation opportunity for such open street, which may include Memorial Day, Juneteenth, Fourth of July, Labor Day, Halloween, or any other holiday or time period during which there is significant pedestrian traffic. The department may promulgate rules providing procedures for such community organization to propose such a special activation opportunity.
§ 3. This local law takes effect 30 days after it becomes law.
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