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September 22, 2025 
 
 
Good afternoon Chair Farías and members of the Committee on 
Economic Development, 
 
The Southwest Brooklyn Industrial Development Corporation is a mission-
driven, nonprofit that has been supporting industrial businesses and their 
quality accessible jobs along the working waterfronts of Sunset Park, Red 
Hook and Gowanus for over 40 years. We are proud members of the 
Industrial Jobs Coalition.  
 
Industrial jobs are extremely important to our communities as they 
provide strong wages, low barriers to entry, and career pathways for 
those without college educations and those for whom English is a second 
language. Across NYC the industrial sector provides over 450,000 jobs 
with an average wage over $87,000 and contributes over $1.7 billion 
annually in tax revenue. The sector accounts for 33% of all NYC jobs that 
pay over $50,000 and do not require a college degree. Any strategy for 
equitable economic development must consider how to preserve and 
grow these important sectors in New York City. That’s why we were 
enthusiastic supporters of the Council’s Industrial Development Action 
Plan legislation. It was our hope that the resulting plan from DCP would 
take the Council’s directive to heart and produce a plan that positions 
New York City to grow industrial businesses and their high-quality jobs in 
the years and decades to come.  
 
The draft NYC Industrial Plan released last week contains several strong 
recommendations for new and continued policies to support industrial 
businesses. However, notably, the current draft plan weakens the single 
most important aspect of city industrial policy -- land use protections 
for industrially-zoned land. Nearly 20 years ago and through three very 
different mayoral administrations, the Industrial Business Zone policy and 
its inherent promise to not allow residential rezonings within its territory, 
has kept industrial businesses and their good-paying accessible jobs 
within the five boroughs. Now, with a draft NYC Industrial Plan that fails 
to uphold these vital protections and leaves much of our IBZs outside of 
the designated Primary and Secondary Industrial Areas, the likely market 
outcome will be conversion away from industrial use and loss of these 
quality accessible jobs. Given Council’s directive in the IDAP legislation 
to plan to strengthen the industrial sector, we urge DCP to update its 
final version of the NYC Industrial Plan to uphold the IBZ structure 
(beyond merely its tax benefit implications) and include all IBZ land as 
either Primary or Secondary Industrial Areas.  
 



 
  
The draft plan also notes that “the City is exploring how to optimize the 
various [industrial business] supports” particularly in regards to the IBSP 
program. Year after year it becomes more difficult to continue to 
maintain our staffing and provide this number of free services while the 
IBSP contract we rely on has remained static and has not been adjusted 
for inflation for many years. To ensure that industrial businesses can 
remain and thrive in NYC and that IBSPs can continue to play our vital 
role in serving them, we ask this Committee and City Council to help 
ensure that next year’s City budget includes a 3-year IBSP contract with 
a 50% increase (to account for years of stagnation and reduction), and is 
indexed to inflation going forward. Such funding will have a clear 
multiplier effect, with the economic activity of the industrial sector 
spilling over throughout the NYC economy. 
 
Thank you for your time today, for understanding the importance of the 
industrial sector to our city by scheduling this hearing, and for your 
continued efforts to ensure quality jobs and equitable economic growth 
across New York. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Jesse Solomon 
Executive Director, SBIDC 
4223 1st Avenue Suite 2, Brooklyn, NY 11232 
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September 24, 2025 
 
New York City Council Committee on Economic Development 
 
Re: Oversight - Industrial Development Action Plan Oversight Hearing 
 
Dear Majority Leader Farías, 

  
Greenpoint Manufacturing and Design Center (GMDC) is the City’s premier non-profit industrial real estate 
developer of affordable manufacturing space. GMDC has developed over 725,000 SF of industrial space in 
Brooklyn and Queens for occupancy by small manufacturing businesses. We currently own and manage 
seven buildings which are home to over 760 manufacturing jobs among 130 companies. Our tenants include 
woodworkers, cabinetmakers, display makers, metal workers, and a variety of artisanal trades and artists. 
 
As a member of the Industrial Jobs Coalition (IJC), GMDC is a part of a network of industrial sector partners, 
non-profit developers, and industrial business service providers (IBSPs) that collaborate to grow and preserve 
the manufacturing sector in New York City. Building on the advocacy that passed Local Law 172, which 
mandated a citywide industrial development strategic plan, the recently released Draft NYC Industrial Plan 
report has extensively compiled data on existing industrial areas such as IBZs and M-Zones, evolving industry 
trends, and industrial job growth. As IJC has iterated, industrial businesses comprise the second largest 
private sector employer in New York City and offer high wages, low barriers to entry, and opportunity 
pathways for workers of non-traditional backgrounds. The draft report framework, which overlays primary 
industrial areas (PIAs) and secondary industrial areas (SIAs) onto existing IBZs and M-Zoned land, raises 
concerns that existing industrial land will continue to be vulnerable to rezonings that favor competing uses 
such as residential and commercial developments.  
 
GMDC urges this Committee and the City Council to continue to work with partner agencies at NYC 
DCP, SBS, and EDC, to finalize a NYC Industrial Plan report that proactively protects industrial land from 
competing uses. Through these efforts, industrial land can continue to provide long-term homes for good-
paying jobs in the industrial sector. By preserving and growing these jobs, New York City can continue to 
foster equitable economic development by championing workers who are pursuing employment 
opportunities in the skilled trades.  
 
Additionally, we respectfully ask that the City Council commit to voting on a final FY26 budget that increases 
funding by 50% for the IBSPs that support industrial jobs citywide. By transitioning funding from 1-year to 3-
year contracts and indexing the funding to inflation, IBSPs can continue to be essential to the IDAP’s 
implementation by leveraging their technical expertise and guidance in growing and preserving the industrial 
sector in New York City. 
 
Thank you for your review and please contact me if you have any additional questions or comments at (718)-
383-3935 x12.  

 
Thank you,  
 
 
 
Brian T. Coleman  
CEO 

Mobile User








	1 NYC Planning
	Evergreen
	LIC Partnership - Charles Yu
	The Southwest Brooklyn Industrial Development Corporation
	zzzAppearances



