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I. [bookmark: _Hlk209082417]Introduction
On October 16, 2025, the Committee on Women and Gender Equity, chaired by Council Member Farah Louis, will conduct an oversight hearing titled, Examining Sources of Domestic and Gender-Based Violence Data in NYC. Additionally, the Committee will hear the following legislation: 
· Introduction Number (“Int. No.”) 1416, sponsored by Council Member Louis, in relation to increasing access to data around gender-based violence;
· Int. No. 1216, sponsored by Council Member Lee, in relation to requiring cosmetology establishments to display a poster about gender-based violence; 
· Int. No. 1297, sponsored by Council Member Brooks-Powers, in relation to reopening the lookback window to the victims of gender-motivated violence protection law;
· Int. No. 459, sponsored by Council Member Ung, in relation to domestic violence related calls to 311; 
· Int. No. 1188, sponsored by Council Member Louis, in relation to informational resource for newly married individuals; 
· Resolution Number (“Res. No.”) 899, sponsored by Council Member Menin, declaring New York City’s commitment to affirm and defend continued access for reproductive rights; and 
· Preconsidered Res. No. T2025-4297, sponsored by Council Member Ung, calling upon the New York State legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, S.2280-A/A.4899-A, which would require law enforcement officers to conduct a lethality assessment in incidents of domestic violence. 
Witnesses invited to testify include representatives from the Mayor’s Office to End Domestic and Gender-Based Violence (ENDGBV), service providers, advocates, and other interested stakeholders. 
II. Background 
Gender-based violence is a layered issue, affecting individuals differently based on intersecting identities like race, class, age, disability, sexual orientation, and economic status.[footnoteRef:1]  It is generally considered an umbrella term for harmful acts of abuse perpetrated against a person’s will and rooted in a system of unequal power.[footnoteRef:2] Specifically, the term “gender-based violence” means acts or threats of violence directed against a person because of their gender or perceived gender, including, but not limited to, family violence, intimate partner violence, sexual violence, sex or labor trafficking, elder abuse, and stalking.[footnoteRef:3] Gender-based violence includes “domestic violence” which is defined as acts or threats of violence, not including acts of self-defense, committed by a family or household member against another family or household member.[footnoteRef:4] It also includes “intimate partner violence,” a pattern of coercive and abusive behaviors used by one partner to maintain power and control over another partner in an intimate relationship, including a former romantic involvement.[footnoteRef:5]   [1:  Nusrat Mohana, “Gender-Based Violence and Layered Disasters: Place, Culture, and Survival,” Gender, Place & Culture, (Dec. 26 2024), available at: https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/0966369X.2024.2444059?af=R  (last visited Sept. 25, 2025).]  [2:  International Rescue Committee, “What is gender-based violence (GBV) – and how do we prevent it?” (Aug.13, 2025) available at: https://www.rescue.org/article/what-gender-based-violence-and-how-do-we-prevent-it (last visited Sept. 25, 2025).]  [3:  Ad. Code § 3-180.]  [4:  Id. ]  [5:  Mayor’s Office to End Domestic and Gender-Based Violence, “Introduction to Domestic Violence & GBV,” available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/ocdv/services/introduction-to-domestic-violence-and-gender-based-violence.page  (last visited Sept. 29, 2025).] 

Gender-based violence, particularly domestic and intimate partner violence, remains a significant issue in New York City (“NYC” or “the City”).[footnoteRef:6] It cuts across all communities but women, particularly Black women, are disproportionally impacted.[footnoteRef:7] To address the prevalent issue of gender-based violence in NYC, there are several institutions across City government that respond to incidents of domestic and gender-based violence and others that are working on the issue systemically, all of which collect data around this issue. [6:  Mayor’s Office of Criminal Justice, “The Domestic Violence Task Force,” available at: https://criminaljustice.cityofnewyork.us/programs/the-domestic-violence-task-force/#:~:text=Domestic%20violence%20now%20accounts%20for,every%20five%20reported%20assaults%20citywide (last visited Oct. 2, 2025)]  [7:  Mayor’s Office to End Domestic and Gender-Based Violence, “New York City Domestic Violence Fatality Review Committee: 2023 Annual Report,” (2023), available at: https://www.nyc.gov/assets/ocdv/downloads/pdf/2023-Annual-FRC-Report.pdf (last visited Sept. 29, 2025).] 

a. Mayor’s Office to End Domestic and Gender-Based Violence 
Established in 2001, the Mayor’s Office to End Domestic and Gender-Based Violence (ENDGBV) was created to tackle domestic and gender-based violence as a systemic problem and recognize it as an important issue impacting people in NYC.[footnoteRef:8] To that end, ENDGBV has been a leader of efforts across the City to assess and respond to domestic and gender-based violence. These efforts include: chairing the Domestic Violence Fatality Review Committee; co-leading the Mayor’s Domestic Violence Task Force in collaboration with the Mayor’s Office on Criminal Justice; and operating the City’s five Family Justice Centers.[footnoteRef:9] These centers provide free, confidential, and comprehensive services for survivors and their children in a single location.[footnoteRef:10] ENDGBV works closely with non-profit partners to provide targeted and culturally sensitive support for survivors of domestic and gender-based violence, including organizations like Safe Horizons, Sanctuary for Families, the Urban Justice Center – Domestic Violence Project, Womankind, NYC Anti-Violence Project, and others.[footnoteRef:11] [8:  Mayor’s Office to End Domestic and Gender-Based Violence, “About ENDGBV,” available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/ocdv/about/about-endgbv.page (last visited Sept. 29, 2025).]  [9:  Id. Family Justice Centers are located in each of the five boroughs.]  [10:  Mayor’s Office to End Domestic and Gender-Based Violence, “Family Justice Centers,” available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/ocdv/programs/family-justice-centers.page#:~:text=NYC%20Family%20Justice%20Center%2C%20Bronx,%2C%20Q37%2C%20Q46%2C%20and%20Q60 (last visited Oct. 2, 2025). Survivors can connect with law enforcement, access civil legal assistance, obtain counseling services for adults and children, and receive help with public benefits such as shelter and housing applications at the Family Justice Centers.]  [11:  New York State Coalition Against Domestic Violence, “NYS Domestic Violence Program Directory,” available at: https://www.nyscadv.org/find-help/program-directory.html (last visited Oct. 6, 2025).] 

b. New York Police Department
In the New York Police Department (NYPD), there are more than 400 domestic violence prevention officers (DVPOs), investigators, and supervisors who assist victims of domestic violence in precincts and Housing Bureau police service areas citywide.[footnoteRef:12] DVPOs are police officers and detectives with specialized training in supporting victims of domestic violence.[footnoteRef:13] DVPOs conduct home visits and evaluate whether the perpetrator has had any contact with the victim, assist in creating personal safety plans, provide access to counseling services and shelter referrals, and offer assistance with court referrals.[footnoteRef:14] A DVPO must attempt to identify and arrest the perpetrator when they have probable cause, including when: a felony was committed; an Order of Protection was violated; a misdemeanor was committed; or an offense was committed in the police officer’s presence.[footnoteRef:15] When two or more family members accuse each other of committing a family offense misdemeanor, the police attempt to identify and arrest the primary physical aggressor.[footnoteRef:16] Every time a DVPO responds to the scene of a domestic violence incident, the officer is required to fill out a Domestic Incident Report (DIR) which describes what happened and provides space for the survivor to make a statement and sign the report.[footnoteRef:17] [12:  New York City Police Department, “Domestic Violence,” available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/nypd/services/law-enforcement/domestic-violence.page (last visited Sept. 29, 2025).]  [13:  New York City Police Department, “Outreach, Efforts, Interventions,” (2024) available at: outreach_effots_interventions_2024.pdf (last visited Oct. 2, 2025).]  [14:  Id. ]  [15:  Id. ]  [16:  Id. ]  [17:  New York State Municipal Police Training Council, Law Enforcement Domestic Incident Model Policy (Sept. 2023), available at: https://www.criminaljustice.ny.gov/crimnet/ojsa/standards/MPTC%20Model%20Policy-Law%20Enforcement%20Domestic%20Incident.pdf. (last visited Oct. 7, 2025). See also New York State “Governor Hochul Announces New State Guidance for Law Enforcement Agencies When Responding to Domestic Incidents,” (Oct. 24, 2023), available at: https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-new-state-guidance-law-enforcement-agencies-when-responding-domestic.] 

The NYPD Special Victims Unit is comprised of over 300 trained investigators tasked with conducting investigations into sexual violence that are trauma informed, victim centered, and offender focused to ensure survivors of these crimes receive the care and assistance they need while reporting sex crimes and engaging in the criminal process.[footnoteRef:18] Each Special Victims Unit is staffed with at least two advocates from the Safe Horizons Crime Victims Assistance Program.[footnoteRef:19] The Special Victims Unit’s 24-hour hotline is staffed around the clock allowing individuals the ability to report sex crimes and be connected directly and immediately with the appropriate Special Victims Unit who will handle their report.[footnoteRef:20] [18:  NYPD, “Special Victims Unit,” available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/nypd/services/victim-services/special-victims.page (last visited Oct. 2, 2025).]  [19:  Id. ]  [20:  Id.] 

Finally, the NYPD Hate Crime Task Force (HCTF) is responsible for responding to hate crimes and incidents related to hate crimes across the five boroughs.[footnoteRef:21] The HCTF works with a local precinct's Community Affairs team, along with partners at the Office for the Prevention of Hate Crimes and the City's Commission on Human Rights, to provide victims of hate crimes with appropriate assistance and support.[footnoteRef:22] [21:  Keep NYC Safe, “Hate Crime Task Force,” available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/safestbigcity/keep-nyc-safe/hate-crime-task-force.page (last visited Oct. 2, 2025). ]  [22:  Id. ] 

c. Other City Agencies 
Other City agencies frequently respond to survivors of domestic violence including NYC Department of Social Services (DSS), NYC Human Resources Administration (HRA), and NYC Department of Homeless Services (DHS).[footnoteRef:23] These agencies provide access to temporary housing, emergency shelters, counseling, and other benefits.[footnoteRef:24] Located onsite at DHS’ Prevention Assistance & Temporary Housing (PATH) family intake center, HRA's Project No Violence Again (NoVA) staff addresses the needs of domestic violence victims seeking temporary emergency shelter in the City of New York.[footnoteRef:25] The office is open all week and provides assessment, placement assistance, crisis information, and referrals to families.[footnoteRef:26] NoVA social workers are also stationed in several DHS shelters to provide individual and group counseling, advocacy, referrals, and information to clients affected by domestic violence.[footnoteRef:27]  [23:  New York City Human Resources Administration, “Domestic and Gender-Based Violence Support,” available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/hra/help/domestic-violence-support.page (last visited Sept. 29, 2025).]  [24:  Id. ]  [25:  Id. ]  [26:  Id. ]  [27:  Id. ] 

Additionally, in cases where domestic violence is a factor in family or child abuse investigations, the Administration for Children’s Services (ACS) may also become involved to ensure the safety of the children.[footnoteRef:28] Finally, the NYC Department of Correction (DOC) addresses gender-based violence by enforcing policies against sexual abuse and harassment in correctional facilities. DOC provides care and services to the LGBTQIA+ individuals and works to protect staff from sexual assault.[footnoteRef:29] Furthermore, the Board of Correction (the independent oversight agency for the NYC jail system) has convened a task force with government and community representatives to identify and address issues faced by transgender, gender non-conforming, non-binary, and/or intersex people in custody.[footnoteRef:30] A particularly concerning issue that this Task Force has been working on is gender-based violence and discrimination of individuals in custody.[footnoteRef:31] [28:  Administration for Children Services, “Keeping Children Safe, “ available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/acs/child-welfare/child-safety.page (last visited Sept. 29, 2025). ]  [29:  New York City Department of Correction, “The NYC Department of Correction Supports the LGBTQ+ Community,” available at: https://www.nyc.gov/assets/doc/downloads/pdf/doc-lqbtq-support-plan.pdf (last visited Oct. 3, 2025).]  [30:  New York City Board of Correction, “Task Force on Issues Faced by TGNCNBI People in Custody,” available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/boc/jail-regulations/task-force-on-issues-faced-by-tgncbi.page (last visited Oct. 3, 2025).]  [31:  Id. ] 

III. Current Domestic Violence Data Tracking and Utilization
	Data on gender-based violence is important for government entities and advocates to understand the adequacy of services provided and any areas for improvement of services.[footnoteRef:32] Holistic and complete data also allows government entities and advocates to compare the experience of survivors of gender-based violence across demographics, boroughs, and throughout the United States.[footnoteRef:33] [32:  See, e.g. U.N. Women, “Facts and figures: Ending violence against women,” (Nov. 25, 2024) available at: https://www.unwomen.org/en/articles/facts-and-figures/facts-and-figures-ending-violence-against-women; CDC, “Reports and Publications,” (Sept. 29, 2025) ) available at: https://www.cdc.gov/nisvs/documentation/index.html. ]  [33:  See, e.g. Mayor’s Office to End Domestic and Gender-Based Violence, New York City Domestic Violence Fatality Review Committee: 2023 Annual Report (2023), available at: https://www.nyc.gov/assets/ocdv/downloads/pdf/2023-Annual-FRC-Report.pdf; National Domestic Violence Hotline, “Domestic Violence Statistics,” available at: https://www.thehotline.org/stakeholders/domestic-violence-statistics/.] 

	a. New York Police Department
Reporting by the NYPD from its records management system provides one window into cases of gender-based violence. As required by local laws, NYPD has general reporting requirements about all criminal complaints, arrests, and domestic violence radio runs for each patrol precinct.[footnoteRef:34] In addition, NYPD reports some domestic violence and hate crime statistics[footnoteRef:35] and reports annually on certain domestic violence initiatives, indicators and factors in the city:[footnoteRef:36] Domestic violence complaints[footnoteRef:37] and total domestic violence offenders[footnoteRef:38] are reported by precinct annually; the chronic domestic violence complaints are reported by borough;[footnoteRef:39] and the chronic domestic violence offenders are reported by precinct.[footnoteRef:40] NYPD radio runs determined to be related to domestic violence are reported monthly (along with rape and felony assault complaints).[footnoteRef:41] There are quarterly and annual reports on domestic violence radio runs, rape complaints, felony assault complaints, and murder complaints per precinct.  There is a quarterly and annual report on the total felony complaints that involved a domestic incident and the percent of domestic violence complaints that were between intimate partners (as opposed to other relationship).[footnoteRef:42]  	Comment by Moazami, Sahar: This sentence is a bit confusing. There’s no running similarity between each of the points e.g. reporting frequency or by location.  [34:  Ad. Code § 14-150 (d) Police department reporting requirements.]  [35:  Ad. Code § 14-161 Online reporting of domestic violence and hate crime statistics; Local Law 110 for the year 2016.]  [36:  Ad. Code § 14-150 (e) Report on domestic violence factors; Local Law 38 for the year 2019. See, e.g. NYPD, NYPD Domestic Violence outreach and intervention efforts, available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/nypd/stats/reports-analysis/domestic-violence.page  ]  [37:  Ad. Code § 14-150 (e) Report on domestic violence factors. See, e.g. NYPD, Chronic Domestic Violence Complaints by Borough, available at:  https://www.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/analysis_and_planning/domestic-violence/dv_complaints_2024.pdf (for the period of Jan. 1 2024 to Dec. 31, 2024).]  [38:  Ad. Code § 14-150 (e) Report on domestic violence factors. See, e.g. NYPD, Total Domestic Violence Offenders, available at: https://www.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/analysis_and_planning/domestic-violence/total_dv_offenders_2024.pdf ]  [39:  Ad. Code § 14-150 (e) Report on domestic violence factors. See, e.g. NYPD, Chronic Domestic Violence Complaints by Borough, available at:  https://www.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/analysis_and_planning/domestic-violence/chronic_complaints_borough_2024.pdf (for the period of July 1, 2023 to Dec. 31, 2024).]  [40:  Ad. Code § 14-150 (e) Report on domestic violence factors. See, e.g. NYPD, Chronic Domestic Violence Offenders by Precinct, available at:  https://www.nyc.gov/assets/nypd/downloads/pdf/analysis_and_planning/domestic-violence/chronic_dv_offenders_pct_2024.pdf (for the period of July 1, 2023 to Dec. 31, 2024).]  [41:  Ad. Code § 14-161 (b). See NYPD, “Monthly Complaint and Radio Run Statistics,” available at:   https://www.nyc.gov/site/nypd/stats/reports-analysis/domestic-violence.page.]  [42:  Ad. Code § 14-161 (b). See, e.g. NYPD “Quarterly Complaint and Radio Run Statistics” and “Annual Complaint and Radio Run Statistics,” available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/nypd/stats/reports-analysis/domestic-violence.page.] 

Hate crime complaints and arrests are reported by bias motivation, including “anti-transgender,” by precinct quarterly.[footnoteRef:43] The race and ethnicity of victims, suspects, and arrestees of some crimes are reported in the annual report Crime and Enforcement Activity by NYPD.[footnoteRef:44] The race and ethnicity of individuals are disaggregated into the following 5 categories for all NYPD reports: American Indian, Asian/Pacific Island, Black, White, Hispanic.[footnoteRef:45] Finally, NYPD reports on offenses assigned to the Special Victims Unit, disaggregated by case type, which overlaps with crimes occurring in gender-based violence.[footnoteRef:46] [43:  Ad. Code § 14-161 (b). See NYPD, “Hate Crimes Report,” available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/nypd/stats/reports-analysis/hate-crimes.page (as required by Ad. Code. § 14-161 (b)).]  [44:  NYPD, “Crime and Enforcement Activity Reports,” available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/nypd/stats/reports-analysis/crime-enf.page. The crimes reported on are the following: murder and non-negligent manslaughter; rape; other felony sex crimes; robbery; felonious assault; grand larceny; misdemeanor sex crime; misdemeanor assault and related offenses; petit larceny; misdemeanor criminal mischief; shootings; firearm arrests; proactive offenses (drug arrests & allegations); proactive property crimes; violent crime and stop question and frisk activity; felony and misdemeanor complaint records with identified juvenile victims, suspects and arrestees. Id. Such data for hate crimes was only included in the 2018 report but is reported annually elsewhere. NYPD, “Arrest Statistics by Bias Motivation,” available at https://www.nyc.gov/site/nypd/stats/reports-analysis/hate-crimes.page. The arrest statistics also use “Black Hispanic” and “White Hispanic,” though these two categories are combined into one called “Hispanic” for the purpose of the Crime and Enforcement Activity Reports.]  [45:  Id.]  [46:  NYPD, “Special Victims Unit Reports,” available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/nypd/stats/reports-analysis/svd.page (as required by Ad. Code. § 14-179).] 

b. New York State Dashboard and Reporting
The New York State Office for the Prevention of Domestic Violence has an online dashboard on gender-based violence for the public to see reporting from State agencies and entities, including the New York State Division of Criminal Justice Services (DCJS) and the New York State Unified Court System.[footnoteRef:47] New York State Unified Court System reports temporary and final orders of protection issued in the Domestic Violence Registry annually and by county, including those that make up NYC.[footnoteRef:48] DCJS collects information on victims of domestic violence reported through the Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) program.[footnoteRef:49] However, NYPD is not in compliance with the UCR system.[footnoteRef:50] The NYPD reports data with categories of crimes which do not align with New York State and therefore NYC data cannot be directly compared with the counties outside of NYC.[footnoteRef:51] [47:  New York State Office for the Prevention of Domestic Violence, “2023 New York State Gender-Based Violence Dashboard,” https://opdv.ny.gov/2023-new-york-state-gender-based-violence-dashboard (last visited Sept. 25, 2025). The most recent dashboard is from 2023.]  [48:  New York State Unified Court System, “Court Data and Statistics,” available at: https://ww2.nycourts.gov/court-research/index.shtml. The number of orders issued may not be the same as number of individuals against whom an order was made. ]  [49:  New York State Division of Criminal Justice Services, “Domestic Violence Data,” available at:  https://www.criminaljustice.ny.gov/crimnet/ojsa/domestic-violence-data.html. Information is available for the following offenses: aggravated assault, simple assault, sex offenses, and violation of protective orders.]  [50:  Weihua Li and Jasmyne Ricard, “4 Reasons We Should Worry About Missing Crime Data,” Marshall Project (July 13, 2023), available at: https://www.themarshallproject.org/2023/07/13/fbi-crime-rates-data-gap-nibrs. See more about how states share data with the FBI for national analysis at FBI, “Uniform Crime Reporting Program,” available at: https://www.fbi.gov/how-we-can-help-you/more-fbi-services-and-information/ucr. ]  [51:  New York State Division of Criminal Justice Services, “Criminal Justice Statistics,” available at:  https://www.criminaljustice.ny.gov/crimnet/ojsa/stats.htm; New York State Division of Criminal Justice Services, “Domestic Violence Data Definitions,” available at: https://www.criminaljustice.ny.gov/crimnet/ojsa/definitions.htm. Information is available for the following offenses: felony assault, third-degree assault and related offenses, and violation of protective orders. The information for New York City is derived from top charge of the reported complaint; an alleged perpetrator may have been charged with multiple crimes. Id.] 

In addition, the New York State Office for the Prevention of Domestic Violence hosts the New York State Domestic Violence Fatality Review Committee that conducts an analysis of deaths or near-deaths that result from domestic violence.[footnoteRef:52] These analyses are meant to improve the overall response to domestic violence in New York.[footnoteRef:53] [52:  N.Y. Executive Law § 575 (10); Office for the Prevention of Domestic Violence, “New York State Domestic Violence Fatality Review,” https://opdv.ny.gov/new-york-state-domestic-violence-fatality-review. ]  [53:  New York Office for the Prevention of Domestic Violence, New York State Domestic Violence Fatality Review: January 2025 Report to the Governor and Legislature, https://opdv.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2025/02/nys-fatality-team-report-2025-final.pdf] 

	c. ENDGBV Reports
ENDGBV has issued several reports on the state of gender-based violence in New York City and the services offered at Family Justice Centers, including an Annual Report on Domestic Violence Initiatives, Indicators and Factors,[footnoteRef:54] an Annual Fact Sheet,[footnoteRef:55] and an Annual Report by the NYC Domestic Violence Fatality Review Committee.[footnoteRef:56] ENDGBV issued two reports analyzing the NYPD domestic violence related offenses data with analyses across race, ethnicity, and sex[footnoteRef:57] and one report on an intersectional analysis of the rates of intimate partner violence.[footnoteRef:58]  ENDGBV’s reports use public NYPD data and additional NYPD data given directly to ENDGBV to analyze the sex, race, and ethnicity of the parties and the kinds of violence at issue.[footnoteRef:59]  [54:  https://www.nyc.gov/site/ocdv/press-resources/annual-reports-and-fact-sheets.page, pursuant to Local Law 38 of 2019]  [55:  https://www.nyc.gov/site/ocdv/press-resources/annual-reports-and-fact-sheets.page.]  [56:  https://www.nyc.gov/site/ocdv/press-resources/fatality-review-committee.page, required by Local Law 61 of 2005.]  [57:  Julie Wertheimer-Meier and Edward Hill, “2020-2021: Domestic Violence, Race/Ethnicity and Sex Report,” Mayor’s Office to End Domestic and Gender-Based Violence (Sept. 2022), available at: https://www.nyc.gov/assets/ocdv/downloads/pdf/2021-Domestic-Violence-Race-Ethnicity-and-Sex-Report.pdf“ (last visited Oct. 15, 2025); “2020 Report on the Intersection of Domestic Violence, Race/Ethnicity and Sex,” Mayor’s Office to End Domestic and Gender-Based Violence (Sept. 2021), available at: https://www.nyc.gov/assets/ocdv/downloads/pdf/endgbv-intersection-report.pdf.]  [58:  Julie Wertheimer-Meier and Edward Hill, “Rates of Intimate Partner Violence Across New York City: An Intersectional Analysis,” available at:  https://www.nyc.gov/assets/ocdv/downloads/pdf/Community-District-FA-IPV-Final-Report.pdf.]  [59:  See e.g. New York City Domestic Violence Fatality Review Committee: 2024 Annual report, https://www.nyc.gov/assets/ocdv/downloads/pdf/2024-Annual-FRC-Report.pdf. ] 

	d. Shelter Network
	The DSS and HRA are required to report annually on the exits from domestic violence emergency shelters and domestic violence tier II shelters.[footnoteRef:60] [60:  Admin Code § 21-141. Local Law  135 for the year 2024 required the reporting of exits from domestic violence tier II shelters to existing reporting on domestic shelters.] 

IV. Issues and Concerns
a. Underreporting to NYPD
Underreporting domestic and gender-based violence makes it difficult to understand the true scope and trends of domestic violence.[footnoteRef:61] It hinders the development of effective prevention programs and resource allocation for service providers and law enforcement.[footnoteRef:62] It also perpetuates cycles of abuse by limiting intervention opportunities and allows perpetrators to escape accountability.[footnoteRef:63] Acts of domestic and gender-based violence do not tend to be isolated incidents.[footnoteRef:64] People who have committed acts of domestic or gender-based violence are likely to repeat their abusive behaviors, often escalating the acts of abuse.[footnoteRef:65] It is estimated that less than 40% of the women who experience violence seek help of any sort as a result of fear of retaliation from abusers, lack of a support system, and a lack of confidence in the efficacy of the authorities.[footnoteRef:66] Many marginalized groups fear the collateral consequences that police involvement can trigger.[footnoteRef:67] For instance, immigrant survivors of domestic and gender-based violence have reported concerns about going to the police as they worry about encountering immigration enforcement and the potential impact on their immigration status.[footnoteRef:68]  [61:  Alex R. Piquero and Andrew Wheeler, “Toward a Better Estimate of Domestic Violence in America,” Council on Criminal Justice (Oct. 2024) available at: https://counciloncj.org/toward-a-better-estimate-of-domestic-violence-in-america (last visited Oct. 2, 2025).]  [62:  Id. ]  [63:  Id. ]  [64:  Shelley Flannery, “Will Domestic Abuse Happen Again?” Domestic Shelters (June 2022) available at: https://www.domesticshelters.org/articles/identifying-abuse/will-it-happen-again (last visited Oct. 2, 2025). ]  [65:  Id.]  [66:  UN Women, “Facts and figures: Ending violence against women” (Nov. 24, 2023), available at: https://eca.unwomen.org/en/stories/explainer/2023/12/facts-and-figures-ending-violence-against-women (last visited Sept. 29, 2025).]  [67:  Donna Coker, et all, “Responses from the Field: Sexual Assault, Domestic Violence, and Policing,” American Civil Liberties Union, (2015), available at: https://assets.aclu.org/live/uploads/publications/2015.10.20_report_-_responses_from_the_field_0.pdf (last visited Oct. 7, 2025).]  [68:  Alliance for Immigrant Survivors, “Fear and Silence: 2025 Insights from Advocates for Immigrant Survivors,” (2025), available at: https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b9f1d48da02bc44473c36f1/t/6851e1903a67be6191523f91/1750196624790/AIS_Insights-from-Advocates-for-Immigrant+Survivors.pdf (last visited Oct. 7, 2025).] 

b. Disproportionate Impact on Black women
In NYC, reports show that Black women experience domestic and gender-based violence at significantly higher rates than women of other races.[footnoteRef:69] Between 2010 and 2022, Black people were 2.4 times more likely than members of other racial/ethnic groups to be domestic violence homicide victims, including almost 2 times more likely to be victims of an intimate partner homicide and almost 2.8 times more likely to be victims of a homicide by another family member.[footnoteRef:70]  Data shows that Black women experience homicide due in part to the racism and racial discrimination they experience during help seeking.[footnoteRef:71]  [69:  Julie Wertheimer-Meier and Edward Hill, “Rates of Intimate Partner Violence Across New York City: An Intersectional Analysis,” Mayor’s Office to End Domestic and Gender-Based Violence (Sept. 2022), available at: https://www.nyc.gov/assets/ocdv/downloads/pdf/Community-District-FA-IPV-Final-Report.pdf (last visited Oct. 2, 2025).]  [70:  Id. ]  [71:  Id.] 

Many Black women do not report abuse when it begins, making it harder to escape dangerous situations. For instance, a recent qualitative study in a large northeastern, metropolitan area that elevated the voices of 30 survivors reveals the invalidating experiences faced by many survivors, who reported feeling disbelieved, disregarded, and unsupported by service providers because of their race, gender, and/or class.[footnoteRef:72] Many of the interviewed women thus chose not to pursue services because they believed— either from personal report or from the reports of others in their community—that service providers would not believe them and/or provide the same level of care provided to White women.[footnoteRef:73] In fact, some interviewees said they would rather avoid domestic violence services entirely unless those services were immediately necessary to prevent death.[footnoteRef:74] Experts in this field argue that to reduce homicides, it is imperative to reduce the systemic barriers Black women encounter in reporting domestic and gender-based violence incidents to government and community-based organizations.[footnoteRef:75] [72:  Id. ]  [73:  Id. ]  [74:  Id.]  [75:  Mayor’s Office to End Domestic and Gender-Based Violence, “2020 Report on the Intersection of Domestic Violence, Race/Ethnicity and Sex,” (Sept. 2021) available at: https://www.nyc.gov/assets/ocdv/downloads/pdf/endgbv-intersection-report.pdf (last visited Oct. 8, 2025)] 

c. Understanding full scope of identities 
Current available data is limited in how it reflects the identities of people who report abuse. Questionnaires are often limited to a few options for an individual to self-report information, including their gender, race, ethnicity, or languages spoken. This allows the interviewer to create categories that can be compared across many responses. The U.S. Office of Management and Budget collects 5 categories of race in the U.S. Census (American Indian or Alaska Native, Asian, Black or African American, Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander, White) and 2 categories of ethnicity (Hispanic or Latino versus Not Hispanic or Latino).[footnoteRef:76] However, there are many groups within these 5 categories, for example “Asian” covering Japanese people, Hmong people, Filipino people, and more.[footnoteRef:77] The NYPD data assumes that individuals identify as members of only one race/ethnicity and does not allow reports to capture violence against people who identify as multiracial.[footnoteRef:78] Multiracial domestic and gender-based violence survivors may face unique hurdles that are not captured by monoracial categories.[footnoteRef:79] Accurate data is necessary to understand the specific risk and protective factors affecting multiracial individuals.[footnoteRef:80]  [76:  White House, “Standards for the Classification of Federal Data on Race and Ethnicity,” (June 25, 2009), http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/fedreg/race-ethnicity.html.]  [77:  For more discussion on how the categories are limited and have changed in response to data needs, see U.S. Census, “Updates to Race/Ethnicity Standards for Our Nation,” available at:  https://www.census.gov/about/our-research/race-ethnicity/standards-updates.html (last visited Oct. 14, 2025). ]  [78:  Julie Wertheimer-Meier and Edward Hill, “Rates of Intimate Partner Violence Across New York City: An Intersectional Analysis,” Mayor’s Office to End Domestic and Gender-Based Violence (Sept. 2022), available at: https://www.nyc.gov/assets/ocdv/downloads/pdf/Community-District-FA-IPV-Final-Report.pdf (last visited Oct. 2, 2025).]  [79:  Hali Santiago, “The Experiences of Multiracial Intimate Partner Violence Survivors: A Phenomenological Study,” 2 University of Nebraska (2024) available at: https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1118&context=dissunl (last visited Oct. 2, 2025).]  [80:  Id. ] 

In addition, NYPD data records gender as binary, and therefore, does not allow the exploration of domestic violence against gender non-conforming individuals.[footnoteRef:81] This reinforces harmful gender stereotypes and prevents domestic violence resources from accurately reflecting the needs of all survivors.[footnoteRef:82] Transgender and non-binary individuals face disproportionately high rates of intimate partner violence.[footnoteRef:83] When cases involving transgender and non-binary survivors are misgendered, misclassified, or simply not reported, this misrepresentation hides the true scale of violence experienced by these communities.[footnoteRef:84]  [81:  Id. ]  [82:  Human Rights Campaign, “Understanding Intimate Partner Violence in the LGBTQ+ Community,” available at: https://www.hrc.org/resources/understanding-intimate-partner-violence-in-the-lgbtq-community  (last visited Oct. 2, 2025).]  [83:  Id. ]  [84:  Id. ] 

d. Additional limitations
Public reporting around gender-based violence must consider the needs of survivors, who may be continuing to experience abuse.[footnoteRef:85] One method is to suppress data when the reportable data contains less than 10 individuals.[footnoteRef:86] [85:  See Safety Net Project, “Why Privacy and Confidentiality Matters for Victims of Domestic & Sexual Violence,” available at: https://www.techsafety.org/privacymatters (last visited Oct. 15, 2025).]  [86:  Urban Indian Health Institute, Improving Law Enforcement Data for Missing and Murdered Indigenous People, available at: https://www.uihi.org/resources/improving-law-enforcement-data-for-missing-and-murdered-indigenous-people/ (last visited Oct. 14, 2025).] 

In addition, it may be difficult to analyze gender-based violence across databases because of the different approaches to the categories of gender-based violence. Some entities, including NYC government, include non-intimate relationships in their definition of domestic violence. Others may refer to domestic violence and intimate partner violence interchangeably.[footnoteRef:87]  [87:  Women Against Abuse, “The Language We use,” https://www.womenagainstabuse.org/education-resources/the-language-we-use, (last visited Oct. 7, 2025).] 

V. Analysis of Legislation
a. Int. No. 1416
This bill would require ENDGBV, in consultation with DOHMH, to compile and review all existing data related to gender-based violence, including domestic violence, and then develop a report with recommendations for agencies to improve the collection and integration of data on gender-based violence. The bill would also require ENDGBV, in consultation with DOHMH, to develop an outreach program to survey gender-based violence screening practices by healthcare providers and provide information to integrate trauma-informed practices in the screenings, and then to report on the practices of the healthcare providers. In addition, the bill would require ENDGBV to develop a data dashboard to share data from city and state agencies around gender-based violence. Finally, the bill would require the DSS and the ACS to report on their practices around screenings for gender-based violence and number of screenings for gender-based violence conducted. The bill would take effect 120 days after it becomes law.
b. Int. No. 1216
This bill would require ENDGBV to create posters that provides information about gender-based violence services and ways to identify signs of gender-based violence and to provide such posters in each of the designated citywide languages to hair, nail, and skincare salons at no cost. This bill would also require hair, nail, and skincare salons to display one copy of the poster in the language of the salon’s choice. The bill would take effect 90 days after it becomes law.
c. Int. No. 1297
Background
In 2022, the Council passed Local Law 21 for the year 2022, which amended the Victims of Gender-Motivated Violence Protection Law (“GMVA”) in Chapter 11 of Title 10 of the N.Y.C. Administrative Code to include a two-year lookback window allowing victims of gender-motivated violence who had claims that had passed the statute of limitations to bring those expired actions. Local Law 21 for the year 2022 also expanded liability to include not only individuals, but institutions. In 2025, the Appellate Division found that the expanded liability to include institutions did not apply retroactively.[footnoteRef:88]  [88:  S.S. v. Rockefeller Univ. Hosp., 236 N.Y.S.3d 145 (2025).] 

Bill analysis
This bill would reopen the lookback window to the GMVA, commencing on March 1, 2026 and closing on March 1, 2027, thereby extending the statute of limitations and giving survivors of gender-motivated acts of violence more time to pursue civil actions. In addition to allowing for claim revival under the existing GMVA, the bill addresses retroactivity during the lookback window, as claims may be brought against any individual or entity for acts committed before the GMVA’s substantive amendment in 2022, including before the passage of the GMVA in 2000. The bill would take effect immediately after it becomes law.
d. Int. No. 0459
This bill would require the Department of Information and Technology to create a policy that requires all domestic violence-related 311 complaints to be automatically transferred to the NYC Domestic Violence Hotline (DV hotline), and to add a menu option to the 311 telephone menu to allow callers to be automatically connected to the DV hotline. The bill would take effect immediately after it becomes law.
e. Int. No. 1188
This bill would require ENDGBV to create an informational resource for newly married individuals that details their legal rights as it pertains to divorce and annulment of such marriage as well as available domestic violence resources. The bill requires ENDGBV to provide this resource to the Office of the City Clerk and for the City Clerk to distribute this resource when issuing a marriage certificate and post on its website. The bill would take effect 90 days after it becomes law.
VI. Conclusion
At this hearing, the Committee plans to examine gaps in domestic and gender-based violence data in NYC. The Committee seeks to understand how various City agencies are collecting, analyzing, and sharing data around gender-based violence. In particular, the Committee is interested in learning more about the ongoing analysis ENDGBV has been conducting on domestic and gender-based violence data in the context of race and ethnicity. Furthermore, the Committee is seeking to understand how to support better data systems around domestic and gender-based violence. Additionally, the Committee is interested in hearing from ENDGBV about the proposed legislation which includes: Int. No. 1416, Int. No. 1216, Int. No. 1297, Int. No. 459, Int. No. 1188, Res. No. 889, and Preconsidered Res. No. T2025-4297. 	Comment by Moazami, Sahar [2]: Please add in a sentence here about hearing from the administration about the legislation. 


Int. No. 1416

By Council Members Louis, Menin, Farías, De La Rosa, Restler, Brannan and Nurse

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to increasing access to data around gender-based violence 
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


1

1

Section 1. Section 3-180 of the administrative cost of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 112 for the year 2022, is amended by adding a new definition of “screening for gender-based violence” in alphabetical to read as follows:
Screening for gender-based violence. The term “screening for gender-based violence” means an assessment of whether an individual is experiencing gender-based violence, including using open-ended questions, forms, or other assessment tools.
§ 2. Subchapter 8 of chapter 1 of title 3 of the administrative cost of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 3-181.1 to read as follows:
§ 3-181.1 Data on gender-based violence. a. Evaluation of existing data on gender-based violence. No later than 1 year after the effective date of the local law that added this section, the office, in consultation with the department of health and mental hygiene, shall compile and review all existing data related to gender-based violence, including domestic violence, in the city collected by agencies and relevant organizations. The office, in consultation with the department of health and mental hygiene, shall submit a report to the mayor and the speaker of the council, and post conspicuously on the website of the office and the department of health and mental hygiene, based on such review. Such report shall include:
1. An assessment of existing data sources and whether they are accessible to the public;
2. Recommendations to strengthen data collection around gender-based violence;
3. Recommendations for the collection of demographic information of individuals experiencing gender-based violence;
4. Recommendations for the standardization of collection and integration of data on gender-based violence across agencies and data sources;
5. Recommendations for publishing data on gender-based violence publicly; and
6. Recommendations for following the recommendations in paragraphs 2 through 5 of this subdivision while maintaining anonymity for the individuals experiencing gender-based violence.
b. Outreach program to survey screenings for gender-based violence, including domestic violence, by healthcare providers. 1. The office, in consultation with the department of health and mental hygiene, shall develop an outreach program to facilities operated by the New York city health and hospitals corporation and to facilities operated by healthcare providers that are not affiliated with the city that provide healthcare services. The outreach program shall:
(a) Survey such healthcare providers on how they conduct screenings for gender-based violence and their policy for treatment and referral of confirmed or suspected cases of gender-based violence;
(b) Survey such healthcare providers for any obstacles in conducting such screenings; and
(c) Provide information to integrate trauma-informed practice into screenings for gender-based violence to improve both identification and assessment of gender-based violence and treatment and referrals to relevant organizations. 
2. No later than 2 years after the effective date of the local law that added this section, the office, in consultation with the department of health and mental hygiene, shall submit to the mayor and the speaker of the council, and post conspicuously on the website of the office and the department of health and mental hygiene, a report on the outreach program. The report shall include the following information:
(a) The survey methodology and design of the outreach program;
(b) The number of facilities operated by the New York city health and hospitals corporation and facilities operated by healthcare providers that are not affiliated with the city that provide healthcare services surveyed by the outreach program;
(c) A description of the responses received in the survey; 
(d) A description of the information provided to improve such healthcare providers screenings and responses to identifications of gender-based violence; and
(e) Any additional information the office deems appropriate.
c. Gender-based violence dashboard. The office shall, in consultation with the police department, the department of social services, the administration of child services, the New York city health and hospitals corporation, the New York state office of victim services, the New York state office for the prevention of domestic violence, and  any other relevant city or state agency, create an interactive dashboard to share information and materials related to gender-based violence. Such dashboard shall include data provided by agencies on how individuals who interacted with the agency have experienced gender-based violence, including, but not limited to, domestic violence. The data shall be in a format that is exportable and filterable by demographic information or geography.
§ 3. Chapter 1 of title 21 of the administrative cost of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 21-130.1 to read as follows:
§ 21-130.1 Reporting on gender-based violence screenings. a. Definitions. As used in this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Domestic violence. The term “domestic violence” has the same meaning as set forth in section 3-180.
Gender-based violence. The term “gender-based violence” has the same meaning as set forth in section 3-180.
Intake facility. The term “intake facility” means the prevention assistance and temporary housing center or the adult family intake center, or any successor entities.
Relevant organization. The term “relevant organization” has the same meaning as set forth in section 3-180.
Screening for gender-based violence. The term “screening for gender-based violence” has the same meaning as set forth in section 3-180.
Shelter. The term “shelter” means any temporary emergency housing provided to homeless adults, adult families, and families with children by the department or by a provider under contract or similar agreement with the department.
b. No later than 6 months after the effective date of the local law that added this section and annually thereafter, the commissioner shall submit to the mayor and the speaker of the council, and shall post conspicuously on the website, an annual report on how the department conducts screenings for gender-based violence, including domestic violence. The report shall be disaggregated by the location type where the screening occurred, including but not limited to intake facility and shelter. Such report shall include the following information:
1. A description of the method for the screening for gender-based violence, including questions, form, or assessment tool used;
2. The number of individuals served at the location type;
3. The number of screenings for gender-based violence; 
4. The number of screenings for gender-based violence with confirmed or suspected cases of gender-based violence;
5. The number of referrals to services and relevant organizations disaggregated by type of service and relevant organization; and
6. Any additional information the commissioner deems appropriate.
§ 4. Subdivision 5 of section 21-902 of the administrative, as amended by local number 134 for the year 2021, is amended to read as follows:
5. [ACS may use preliminary data to prepare the report required by this chapter to be delivered no later than July 31, 2006 and may include an acknowledgement that any preliminary data used in the report is non-final and subject to change] Gender-based violence screenings. a. Definitions. As used in this subdivision, the following terms have the following meanings:
Domestic violence. The term “domestic violence” has the same meaning as set forth in section 3-180.
Gender-based violence. The term “gender-based violence” has the same meaning as set forth in section 3-180.
Relevant organization. The term “relevant organization” has the same meaning as set forth in section 3-180.
Screening for gender-based violence. The term “screening for gender-based violence” has the same meaning as set forth in section 3-180.
b. The following information regarding screenings for gender-based violence, including domestic violence, shall be included in the quarterly report and shall be disaggregated by the location type where the screening occurred: 
1. A description of the method for the screening for gender-based violence, including questions, form, or assessment tool used;
2. The number of individuals served at the location type;
3. The number of screenings for gender-based violence; 
4. The number of screenings for gender-based violence with confirmed or suspected cases of gender-based violence; and
5. The number of referrals to services and relevant organizations disaggregated by type of service and relevant organization.
 § 4. Section 21-902 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding subdivision 6 to read as follows:
6. ACS may use preliminary data to prepare the report required by this chapter to be delivered no later than July 31, 2006 and may include an acknowledgement that any preliminary data used in the report is non-final and subject to change.
§ 5. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law.JGP
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Int. No. 1216

By Council Members Lee, Hanif, Narcisse, Cabán, Banks, Ossé, Nurse, Krishnan, Restler, Won, Brewer, Joseph, Brooks-Powers, Menin, Williams, Brannan, Avilés, Hanks, Louis, Salamanca, Ung, Farías, Moya, Gennaro, Hudson and Gutiérrez

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring cosmetology establishments to display a poster about gender-based violence 
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1. Subchapter 8 of chapter 1 of title 3 of the administrative cost of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 3-182.1 to read as follows:
§ 3-182.1 Gender-based violence poster. a. Definition. For the purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Cosmetology. The term “cosmetology” has the same meaning as defined in subdivision 7 of section 400 of the general business law. 
b. The office shall create a poster that includes information regarding how to identify signs of gender-based violence and information about gender-based violence services available in the city, including, but not limited to, free hotline services. Such posters shall be provided to cosmetology establishments at no cost and be made available in each of the designated citywide languages, as such term is defined in section 23-1101. The office shall provide minimum poster requirements for cosmetology establishments that choose to design and print their own poster. 
c. Every cosmetology establishment shall post in a conspicuous place, easily visible to all customers, a poster created pursuant to subdivision b of this section in a language of their choice. 
§ 2. This local law takes effect 90 days after it becomes law. 
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Int. No. 1297

By Council Members Brooks-Powers, Louis, Hanif, Banks, Restler, Brewer, Avilés, Stevens, Joseph, De La Rosa, Sanchez, Krishnan, Abreu, Farías, Hudson, Powers, Cabán, Nurse, Schulman, Hanks, Brannan, Riley, Gutiérrez, Moya, Ayala, Marte, Won, Narcisse, Salaam, Lee, Bottcher, Ung, Ossé, Williams, Menin, Gennaro, Feliz, Salamanca, Dinowitz, Holden and the Public Advocate (Mr. Williams)

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to reopening the lookback window to the victims of gender-motivated violence protection law
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


2

2

Section 1. Subdivision a of section 10-1105 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 21 for the year 2022, is amended to read as follows:
a. A civil action under this chapter shall be commenced within seven years after the alleged crime of violence motivated by gender occurred. If, however, due to injury or disability resulting from an act or acts giving rise to a cause of action under this chapter, or due to infancy as defined in the civil procedure law and rules, a person entitled to commence an action under this chapter is unable to do so at the time such cause of action accrues, then the time within which the action must be commenced shall be extended to nine years after the inability to commence the action ceases. Notwithstanding any provision of law that imposes a period of limitation to the contrary, any civil claim or cause of action [brought] under this chapter that is barred because the applicable period of limitation has expired is hereby revived; and any claim or cause of action under this chapter, regardless of whether such claim or cause of action is against an individual or any other party, that would have accrued after December 19, 2000 and before January 9, 2022, and any claim or cause of action under this chapter, regardless of whether such claim or cause of action is against an individual or any other party, that would have accrued on or before December 19, 2000, is hereby actionable. Such revived and actionable claims or causes of action may be commenced not earlier than six months after, and not later than [two years] one year and six months after, September 1, [2022] 2025, provided that any such claim or cause of action that was brought on or after March 1, 2023 but on or before March 1, 2025 and that was pending on or before the effective date of the local law that added this sentence need not be recommenced in court.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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Int. No. 459

By Council Members Ung, Restler, Gennaro, Schulman, Krishnan and Louis

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to domestic violence related calls to 311
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


2

2

Section 1. Chapter 3 of title 23 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 23-308 to read as follows:
§ 23-308 Domestic violence related 311 calls. a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings: 
Department. The term “department” means the department of information technology and telecommunications.
Domestic violence. The term “domestic violence” means any crime or violation, as defined in the penal law, alleged to have been committed by any family or household member against any member of the same family or household, as the term family or household member is defined in the social services law.
New York city domestic violence hotline. The term “New York city domestic violence hotline” means the hotline coordinated by the office to end domestic and gender based violence, to connect survivors of domestic violence and gender based violence with resources.
b. The department shall implement on its 311 citizen service center website, telephone and mobile device platforms a policy whereby complaints related to domestic violence are immediately transferred to the New York city domestic violence hotline.
c. The department shall also implement on its 311 citizen service center telephone platform the capability for callers to directly connect with the New York city domestic violence hotline from the menu.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately after it becomes law.
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Int. No. 1188

By Council Members Louis, Menin, Cabán, Banks, Brooks-Powers, Joseph, Farías, Ung, Brannan, Schulman, Feliz, Narcisse, Williams, Gutiérrez, De La Rosa and Nurse

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to informational resource for newly married individuals
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


1

1

Section 1. Subchapter 8 of chapter 1 of title 3 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to add a new section 3-188 to read as follows: 
§ 3-188 Informational resource for newly married individuals. a. The office shall create an informational resource for newly married individuals that includes, but is not limited to, information about the legal requirements of divorce and annulment of a marriage, and available domestic violence resources, such as safety planning and housing support. 
b. The office shall provide the informational resource required by subdivision a of this section to the office of the city clerk for distribution to newly married individuals.
§ 2. Subchapter 1 of chapter 2 of title 3 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to add a new section 3-207.2 to read as follows:
§ 3-207.2 Distribution of informational resource for newly married individuals. The office of the city clerk shall distribute the informational resource as described in subdivision a of section 3-188 when issuing marriage certificates to newly married individuals. The office of the city clerk shall also prominently post the informational resource on the webpage of the office of the city clerk’s that relates to marriage. 
§ 3. This local law takes effect 90 days after it becomes law. 
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Res. No.

..Title
Resolution calling upon the New York State legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, S.2280-A/A.4899-A, which would require law enforcement officers to conduct a lethality assessment in incidents of domestic violence.
..Body

By Council Member Ung

Whereas, A lethality assessment is a resource that uses an evidence-based questionnaire to identify the risk of serious injury or homicide by an intimate partner and are a useful tool for law enforcement when responding to a domestic dispute; and
Whereas, When a victim is deemed high-risk, the assessment protocol connects them immediately with a domestic violence service provider via a hotline for safety planning and immediate resources; and
Whereas, This collaborative police and social service intervention has its roots in Maryland, but other states including Utah and Florida have recently codified lethality assessments into law to ensure all police departments are able to utilize this tool aimed at fully assessing a domestic situation; and
Whereas, Studies have shown that the combination of questioning a victim while immediately providing resources is a powerful mechanism in reducing deadly outcomes for victims; and
Whereas, Through the lethality assessment and resource sharing, law enforcement empowers victims with information, potentially saving their lives; and 
Whereas, According to a 2024 study, the use of lethality assessments has been found to reduce homicide rates in domestic violence situations by almost 40 percent; and 
Whereas, From 2010 through 2022 in New York City (NYC), there were 793 domestic violence homicide incidents involving 854 victims, accounting for 16.7 percent of all homicides that occurred in NYC during that time; and 
Whereas, Homicides, the most extreme outcome of domestic violence, made up only a small fraction of all reported domestic violence incidents across NYC; and 
Whereas, The New York City Police Department respond to approximately 230,000 domestic incidents annually, or nearly six-hundred calls a day; and 
Whereas, S.2280-A/A.4899-A will codify uniform lethality assessment requirements into law to provide consistency across the state in the application and reporting of facts during a domestic dispute; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the New York State legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, S.2280-A/A.4899-A, which would require law enforcement officers to conduct a lethality assessment in incidents of domestic violence. 
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