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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Purely based upon

          3  gender and not seniority, Council Member Provenzano

          4  will go first.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Okay. It

          6  is a terrific honor for me today to be able to

          7  present two proclamations to two real heroes.

          8  Firefighter Matt Barnes, and Firefighter Steve

          9  Johnson.

         10                 When I first --

         11                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Commissioner, can

         12  you join us, please?

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: I didn't

         14  get to mention him yet, I will.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Okay.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO:

         17  Commissioner Tom Von Essen and Chief Noram and Mrs.

         18  Johnson. I have to say that when I first read the

         19  account in the newspaper of the heroic rescue, I was

         20  really -- I am the grandmother of twins, so when I

         21  saw that story it kind of did a little double

         22  pitter-patter to my heart and I said, you know, we

         23  have to do something for these guys. I mean, anybody

         24  that wakes up in the morning and knows that there is

         25  a possibility of that day going into a fire, has to
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          2  be made of some really special stuff, and I am going

          3  to tell you just a little story that was told to me

          4  by a firefighter friend.

          5                 There is an elderly gentleman and a

          6  little boy, and the elderly gentleman says to the

          7  little boy, well, what do you want to be when you

          8  grow up? And the little boy says, when I grow up I

          9  want to be a firefighter. And the elderly gentleman

         10  looks at him and says, well, you know you can't be

         11  both. And I think that is probably the essence of

         12  the spirit of our firefighters and that is what

         13  makes them so wonderful. So, again, I am really

         14  honored to do this today.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: We will have both

         16  proclamations read into the record, using the names

         17  of both firemen.

         18                 This record is going into the

         19  permanent history of the City. This is being

         20  recorded right now.

         21                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: The Council, City

         22  of New York, Proclamation.

         23                 Whereas; the Council of the City of

         24  New York is pleased and proud to honor firefighters

         25  Steve Johnson and Matt Barnes for bravery attending
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          2  to the eight-alarm fire on the Upper West Side on

          3  Thursday, March 12th, 1999; and

          4                 Whereas; while over 300 firefighters

          5  were called to the scene of the biggest fire in

          6  almost four years and should be commended for saving

          7  lives, minimizing injuries and containing the

          8  dangerous blaze; and

          9                 Whereas; although all of New York's

         10  bravest that worked together to help the residents

         11  of 300 West 109th Street are worthy of our utmost

         12  praise and recognition, Firemen Matt Barnes and

         13  Steve Johnson, should be particularly commended for

         14  their successful and heroic efforts in rescuing a

         15  pair of six-week-old twins and their mother from the

         16  ninth-floor window; and

         17                 Whereas; as a result of the fire, 30

         18  people were taken to the hospital with mostly minor

         19  injuries, including the twins, who suffered minor

         20  smoke inhalation; now,.

         21                 Therefore, let it be known, that the

         22  Council of the City of New York commends New York

         23  City fighters Steve Johnson and Matt Barnes for

         24  outstanding bravery and courage.

         25                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Fire Officers Matt
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          2  Barnes and Steve Johnson, on behalf of not only

          3  Madeline Provenzano, Annette Robinson and myself and

          4  all of the Council members here, but all of the

          5  people of the City of New York, we want to thank you

          6  very, very much, because what you do every day is

          7  what the story of life is about, and that is to

          8  preserve life.

          9                 So, thank you, and would you care to

         10  say something for our record?

         11                 FIRE OFFICER: Oh, no, thank you.

         12                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Commissioner, it

         13  looks like you are elected.

         14                 COMMISSIONER VON ESSEN: Sure, just

         15  that we are very proud of them, too. You know that.

         16  It is something, that day was an unbelievable

         17  operation. I don't think I have ever seen so many

         18  hand lines stretched into one building. I don't even

         19  think Chief Noram, who has seen a lot more fires

         20  than I have, has ever seen anything like it. The

         21  firefighters went from floor to floor just putting

         22  out fire after fire. What was going on inside was

         23  unbelievable, you really couldn't see it from the

         24  street. What we did get to see, though, was the

         25  unbelievable rescue of those two babies, and it made
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          2  the City feel good that day, it made the Department

          3  proud, and it certainly made those parents very,

          4  very grateful to a terrific group of firefighters

          5  and a terrific department. So, we are very thankful

          6  and proud of what they accomplished that day.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Let's hear it. Thank

          8  you very, very much, on behalf of the whole City of

          9  New York. Congratulations and God bless.

         10                 Okay, Council Member Robles.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Thank you, Mr.

         12  Speaker.

         13                 I am using this side, Mr. Speaker,

         14  because I would like to remind my colleagues on the

         15  other side of the aisle, when good things happen,

         16  especially because I have my friends behind me. Last

         17  meeting I remind my colleagues that there were two

         18  names among the three prisoner of war, one was

         19  Ramirez, one was Gonzalez. Today I want to again

         20  single out a New Yorker, one that we are all proud

         21  of, but before I do that, Mr. Speaker, let me also

         22  say to my colleagues that today, not because I am a

         23  Council Member, not because you, Mr. Speaker, asked

         24  me to join your team, and my colleagues electing me

         25  as Majority Whip, but before I was elected to any
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          2  public office, I was an auxiliary police officer and

          3  I went up to the rank of Captain before I got

          4  elected to the State Assembly and then of course I

          5  resigned because I didn't want people to say I was

          6  using the position for politicing. But I served in

          7  the New York's finest and that is why sometimes when

          8  you see me get up and I get upset with some of the

          9  things that I hear, is because we love the City and

         10  we love the men and women, not only in the Police

         11  Department, but our uniformed services.

         12                 And before I get to why I am doing

         13  this, let me first perhaps acknowledge and ask you,

         14  Mr. Speaker, and for them to join you, first I want

         15  to say that the commanding officer, what we call

         16  SATCOM Brooklyn North, is on vacation, but his

         17  executive officer is here, so Deputy Chief Thomas

         18  Lawless, would you join the Speaker?

         19                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Come on up.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Also, Una

         21  Clarke stole someone that we cherished to her

         22  precinct, Raymond Diaz, but we got somebody just as

         23  good that we are very happy and proud to be our

         24  Precinct Commander, Inspector Tom Dale of the 90th

         25  Police Precinct. The Coordinator -- and I must tell

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            10

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  you that the 90th Precinct Auxiliary Police Unit,

          3  Mr. Speaker, my colleagues, Citywide, gives to this

          4  City more voluntary time than any other unit in the

          5  City of New York. So, I am very proud that they

          6  happen to be physically in my district, but the

          7  person who is the backbone of that is a police

          8  officer who gives that kind of personal one to one

          9  relationship is the coordinator of the 90th Precinct

         10  Auxiliary Police Unit, Police Officer Torres.

         11                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Officer Torres.

         12  Thank you.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: And I would

         14  ask that Sergeant Morales, Auxiliary Sergeant

         15  Morales, Auxiliary Police Officer Lopez and

         16  Auxiliary Police Torres joins us.

         17                 Now, Mr. Speaker, my colleagues, I

         18  was asked to go to a ceremony where we were honoring

         19  these volunteers who are the people that live and

         20  work and give of themselves to help New York's

         21  finest in making what you, Mr. Speaker, because you

         22  are one of the last around when Safe City - Safe

         23  Street, and today everybody boasts about how safe

         24  the City is, and they forget that the only one who

         25  was around, still around in power that signed that
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          2  piece of paper is Speaker Peter Vallone and this

          3  Council.

          4                 Let me say that I was asked to join

          5  because we honor the men and women of our Auxiliary

          6  Police Unit, and I go and I give them honors. That

          7  day this individual person got a special recognition

          8  because, Mr. Speaker, this individual that we are

          9  honoring today has given 21 years of voluntary time

         10  to be an Auxiliary Police Office, and after 21 years

         11  he is going to retire, let me just say to my

         12  colleagues that Auxiliary Police Officer Valentine,

         13  his name is Jose Luis Valentine -- let me say it

         14  again: Jose Luis Valentine -- after 21 years of

         15  dedicated service to the people of New York City,

         16  will retire from the Auxiliary Police. But let me

         17  just share with my colleagues the history.

         18                 Auxiliary Police Officer Valentine

         19  was not born in New York City, he was born in Puerto

         20  Rico, and he migrated here with his family. Today,

         21  Mr. Speaker, besides his lovely wife that he married

         22  back in 1961, he raised five children, and today has

         23  seven grandchildren, with two more expected. One of

         24  his sons, which is the oldest, Jose Valentine, Jr.,

         25  is a New York City Police Officer.
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          2                 So, for those of you who say that we

          3  do not respect, that we do not appreciate, that we

          4  do not love our finest and our bravest or our

          5  uniformed services, then I don't know what City you

          6  life, but today I stand proud to honor the men and

          7  women in the Auxiliary Police Unit, especially for

          8  the 90th Precinct. So, Mr. Speaker, would you join

          9  us in honoring Police Officer Jose Luis Valentine.

         10                 SPEAKER VALLONE: And we will have the

         11  proclamation read into the record, so you will

         12  become part of our permanent history here which goes

         13  back to 1625.

         14                 Mr. Clerk, would you kindly read it

         15  into the record?

         16                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: The Council, City

         17  of New York, Proclamation.

         18                 Whereas; the Council of the City of

         19  New York is pleased and proud to honor Auxiliary

         20  Police Officer Jose Luis Valentine, who retires this

         21  year after 21 years of dedicated service to the City

         22  of New York; and

         23                 Whereas; APO Valentine joined the

         24  Auxiliary Program on June 15th, 1979, and was issued

         25  Shield Number 2621. He was assigned to the 90th
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          2  Precinct Auxiliary Unit, where, for the past 21

          3  years, he has served with the utmost pride and

          4  distinction; and

          5                 Whereas; APO Valentine and his family

          6  has lived in the Williamsburg section of Brooklyn

          7  for 39 years and is well known in the community, not

          8  only as a model officer, but as an outstanding

          9  member and supporter of residential community; now,

         10                 Therefore, let it be known, that the

         11  Council of the City of New York honors Auxiliary

         12  Police Officer Jose Luis Valentine on the occasion

         13  of his retirement and wishes him well in all of his

         14  future endeavors.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Jose,

         16  congratulations. And Jose, I wish we could give you

         17  something else other than a voluntary pension after

         18  21 years, but on behalf of all of us here at the

         19  City Council, we want to thank you very much for

         20  those years of volunteering, and ask if you would

         21  like to say anything? This is one of the few times

         22  you will have an opportunity to tell the City.

         23                 MR. VALENTINE: (Indiscernible due to

         24  dialect of language.) What Mr. Robles, he say, I got

         25  a big family. Five children. My big son, Jose
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          2  Valentine, is working for the prison. This is

          3  something he give it to me, Mr. Robles, he don't

          4  give it to me, he give it to my son and my family,

          5  my heart and Mr. Torres.

          6                 Everybody got in my heart. Thank you

          7  very much.

          8                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you, Jose.

          9                 Chief Lawless, would you like to say

         10  anything?

         11                 CHIEF LAWLESS: Okay.

         12                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Chief Lawless.

         13                 CHIEF LAWLESS: I just would like to

         14  add the thanks of the Police Department from the

         15  Commissioner on down and to state that the great

         16  history of this City that we have all been a part of

         17  has been made up by the acts of many people that

         18  have worked for the City. But a lot of times we tend

         19  to forget the acts of those people who volunteered

         20  over the years and make their community a better

         21  place and a safer place, and certainly being an

         22  Auxiliary Officer, wearing that uniform, is

         23  something you can be proud of, your family can be

         24  proud of and knowing the difference that you have

         25  made in your community is something that happens all
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          2  over the City, and if it wasn't for that, this

          3  wouldn't be the great City it is today. I want to

          4  thank you very much.

          5                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you, Chief.

          6                 And we have Inspector Dale here.

          7  Inspector?

          8                 INSPECTOR DALE: No.

          9                 SPEAKER VALLONE: No, okay.

         10                 Jose, Victor wants me to tell you

         11  that we are also going to have this proclamation

         12  done in Spanish so that the people in Puerto Rico

         13  will be able to read it too.

         14                 So, congratulations. Thank you,

         15  again, and you and your family, and all of the

         16  members of the PD who make it possible for the

         17  Auxiliary Police Officer to operate and all of the

         18  members of the Auxiliary who are a vital part of

         19  what makes our City so great.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 Adolpho Carrion, do you have a

         22  proclamation?

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Yes, sir. I

         24  have two.

         25                 SPEAKER VALLONE: And I thank my
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          2  Republican counterparts here for joining in this.

          3                 Adolpho Carrion will have two

          4  proclamations to present.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Mr. Speaker

          6  and colleagues, I am very delighted today to be able

          7  to pause for a moment as a City, as elected

          8  officials, in our proceedings, to honor two

          9  outstanding, outstanding City University of New York

         10  Professors, and the distinction that they enjoy is

         11  that they are Pulitzer Prize winners for their work

         12  in the voluminous, voluminous Gothem, a history of

         13  New York City up to 1898.

         14                 And as I understand it, they are

         15  working on the second part, which will lead us up to

         16  today, which we are all very interested and anxious

         17  to see.

         18                 I would like to call up Professor

         19  Edward G. Burroughs from Brooklyn College, Professor

         20  of History.

         21                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Professor Burroughs.

         22  Thank you very much, Professor.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: And Professor

         24  Mike Wallace, from John Jay College of Criminal

         25  Justice.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Two great City

          3  colleges.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: And let me

          5  just say very briefly, as we get joined by our

          6  colleagues, I am also joined by the Chair of the

          7  Higher Education Committee, that has been fighting

          8  the good fight on behalf of the City University of

          9  New York's system that has been under severe attack

         10  by a number of quarters in our City and State, a

         11  number of interests that we think don't necessarily

         12  have the interest of the City University system at

         13  heart. And the irony of today is that while the

         14  system is under attack, we celebrate Pulitzer Prize

         15  winners, we celebrate academicians, we celebrate

         16  teachers in our system that are stars and that

         17  really, really truly represent what the City

         18  University of New York is all about. And I am very

         19  glad to be joined by the Speaker of the City Council

         20  and my colleagues, and certainly my colleague Helen

         21  Marshall, the Chair of the Higher Education

         22  Committee.

         23                 Helen.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Yes. Dr.

         25  Burroughs and Dr. Wallace represent the thousands of
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          2  New Yorkers who have gone on to great fame and who

          3  have made great achievements in our City, you are a

          4  tribute to our City public educational system, which

          5  right now is very much under attack. But what you

          6  represent for us is most important and reassuring

          7  and we wish that we could bring more of that out.

          8                 Our Speaker has worked hard. He

          9  created this Committee on Higher Education because

         10  he felt the need to stress the importance of our

         11  City University. The Council is behind the City

         12  University 100 percent. We see it as a real true

         13  resource of our City, our people and investments of

         14  their developing their minds and skill to add to the

         15  great humanity of our City.

         16                 Thank you very much.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you, Helen.

         18  Could we have you join us while we have the

         19  Proclamation read into the record for the two

         20  doctors?

         21                 Mr. Clerk.

         22                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: The Council, City

         23  of New York, Proclamation.

         24                 Whereas; the Council of the City of

         25  New York is proud and pleased to honor professors
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          2  Mike Wallace and Edwin G. Burroughs, who in their

          3  extraordinary and expansive book Gothem, A History

          4  of New York City to 1989, has earned them a Pulitzer

          5  Prize for history; and

          6                 Whereas; Professors Wallace and

          7  Brown, two of CUNY's finest, spent two decades

          8  researching and writing Gothem, which covers

          9  everything from geography to politics to

         10  immigration; and

         11                 Whereas; at nearly 1,400 pages long

         12  Gothem is an epic saga of New York and a story that

         13  is told with great humor and passion, significance

         14  to historians, educators and academics of all sorts,

         15  as well as New Yorkers, with its all kinds of

         16  questions and curiosity is tremendous, and where

         17  Gothem, A History of New York City to 1989, which

         18  chronicles the development and rise of this great

         19  modern City, has captured the attention of the

         20  academic world and peeked the interest of the

         21  general public; now,

         22                 Therefore, let it be known, that the

         23  Council of the City of New York honors Professor

         24  Mike Wallace and Professor Edwin G. Burroughs and

         25  congratulates them on receiving the Pulitzer Prize
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          2  for history for their Book Gothem, A History of New

          3  York City to 1989.

          4                 SPEAKER VALLONE: That's wonderful.

          5  Dr. Wallace and Dr. Burroughs, we proudly present

          6  this to you. And as you can see, since we have been

          7  joined by virtually all of the Council, how much --

          8  we have one for each, we don't want you fighting

          9  over this, we want our schools to be united -- we

         10  are very, very proud of you, the City is proud of

         11  you. Winning Pulitzer Prizes is something that is a

         12  worldwide, demands worldwide attention, as our

         13  university system does. And this is an opportunity

         14  now, since as you know, since your history probably

         15  starts with our flag up there at 1625 or 1614,

         16  depending upon whether you take Paul's advice, but

         17  this is your opportunity to say something.

         18                 MR. BURROUGHS: Thank you so much,

         19  Speaker Vallone, and members of the Council. This is

         20  a wonderful opportunity I think for us not only to

         21  celebrate the book that celebrates New York, but to

         22  remind ourselves perhaps of a couple of things about

         23  the City University.

         24                 One of them is that we have at the

         25  City University a world class faculty. We are not

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            21

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  the first people to win Pulitzer Prizes, and we are

          3  not going to be the last people, with your help, to

          4  win Pulitzer Prizes.

          5                 The second thing that we need to

          6  remember is that we have at the City University a

          7  first class student body, and Mike and I both

          8  believe that Gothem could not have been written had

          9  it not been for our students. Their struggles to

         10  obtain an education have galvanized us, they have

         11  inspired us, they have provided us with the

         12  opportunity to teach them about the history of New

         13  York City, and I think it is a safe assumption that

         14  we could not have written this book had we not been

         15  employees, professors, at the City University, and

         16  we are both very grateful for that opportunity.

         17                 I hope that you will join with us in

         18  the future in making it possible for the young men

         19  and women of this City to obtain a higher education.

         20  It is a poor place indeed that cannot reward the

         21  aspirations of people to education and this is an

         22  opportunity for us to push on that front.

         23                 Thank you very much.

         24                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you, Dr.

         25  Burroughs.
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          2                 And Dr. Wallace?

          3                 DR. WALLACE: One of the things that

          4  struck me is that there is a correlation between

          5  what Joseph Pulitzer was about in establishing this

          6  prize for excellence in journalism, history and

          7  other areas, and the institution that we in fact are

          8  all so intimately associated with, the City

          9  University of New York.

         10                 When Pulitzer took over the New York

         11  world in 1883, he announced to his reporters the

         12  ones that had been held over from the previous

         13  administration, gentlemen, you have all been living

         14  in the parlor and taking baths every day and now you

         15  are all going to be walking down the Bowery, which

         16  in fact created some considerable alarm amongst the

         17  reporters as that was the working class immigrant,

         18  Irish, German and Jewish area, and a lot of people

         19  resigned on the spot.

         20                 But soon he had a new crowd in place

         21  and the world was transformed, and it was

         22  transformed because Pulitzer insisted that they walk

         23  down the Bowery, that they talk to the people of the

         24  City, that they include the people of the City in

         25  that colossal newspaper, that it be written in
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          2  short, condensed, sharp, vivid prose so that

          3  immigrants in fact could read it. Also so that it

          4  was small enough so that you could read it on the

          5  elevator without in fact bumping your neighbor too

          6  much. And I came to the City University of New York

          7  in 1971 because I wanted, metaphorically speaking,

          8  to be walking down the Bowery. I, in fact, was

          9  talking to Harvard that year, my only other job

         10  option, and I chose John Jay College because in fact

         11  John Jay offered not only the possibility of

         12  excellence, it's easy enough to develop excellent

         13  study body if you impose high tuition, and you in

         14  fact also provide, you know, make very extremely

         15  high standards, but what you don't have is access,

         16  and what I wanted was a school that combined

         17  excellence with access, and I got it. When I teach

         18  this to New York City, the first thing I do each

         19  semester is to do an ethic survey. I ask the

         20  students who in their family, in all of the branches

         21  of their family, first came to New York and why? And

         22  we do a poll, and at the end of each class,

         23  virtually every semester there are people there who

         24  are Indians. Not Dutch, the Dutch have had a hard

         25  time, they haven't made through the memory hole, but
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          2  English, French, Africans, Germans, Italians, Polls,

          3  Salvadorians, Indians, Filipinos, people from every

          4  part of the planet, and I say to them, if you want

          5  to know what the history of New York City is all

          6  about, look around this room and look at yourself -

          7  you are the history of New York City.

          8                 So, I have had a wonderful time

          9  teaching here and my only concern is that as I work

         10  on the second volume of the history of New York

         11  City, I am extremely concerned that the University

         12  in fact maintained its standing into the future. It

         13  is a little odd business. I live in a split-screen

         14  world, by day I write about building great water

         15  mains and bridges and railroads, tunnels and so

         16  forth, and by night I listen to the radio and I hear

         17  that, you know, one of those bridges has fallen down

         18  or a water main exploded in my neighborhood because

         19  we haven't been taking care of the infrastructure. I

         20  am concerned that I might be hearing about CUNY

         21  being in fact closed down, severely impaired, that

         22  we are not taking care of our social infrastructure,

         23  our human infrastructure.

         24                 CUNY is not a perfect institution,

         25  but if a knife gets dull in spots, then you sharpen
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          2  it, you don't break the blade. And I am concerned

          3  that all of us here do our best work together to

          4  preserve that long condition that combines

          5  excellence with access.

          6                 Thank you very much.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you very much,

          8  Doctors, Dr. Wallace and Dr. Burroughs. And I also

          9  understand that virtually all of your research was

         10  done at the New York Public Library?

         11                 MR. BURROUGHS: Yes, indeed.

         12                 SPEAKER VALLONE: I think that is a

         13  plug for the libraries, and I assure you, as long as

         14  you have a representative Council here in the City

         15  of New York, you will always have a University

         16  system which if it was up to us would be entirely

         17  free. But you will always have a university system

         18  which you are pledged to make as excellent as you

         19  both are in your dedication to it.

         20                 So, thank you very, very much.

         21                 MR. WALLACE: Thank you very much.

         22                 SPEAKER VALLONE: One formal

         23  photograph coming up.

         24                 Thank you very much.

         25                 Okay, let's transfer the power over
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          2  here and get the meeting started. Take your seats,

          3  please.

          4                 Roll call, please.

          5                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Abel.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Berman.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Boyland.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Carrion.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Clarke.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Cruz.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Dear.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: DiBrienza.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Dilan.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Eisland.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Eldridge.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Eristoff.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ERISTOFF: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Espada.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Fiala.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Fisher.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Foster.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Freed.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Golden.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Harrison.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Henry.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Koslowitz.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Lasher.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Leffler.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Linares.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Lopez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Marshall.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: McCaffrey.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Michels.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Miller.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Nelson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Oddo.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: O'Donovan.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Perkins.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Pinkett.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Povman.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Provenzano.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Quinn.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Reed.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Rivera.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Robinson.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Robles.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Rodriguez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Sabini.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Spigner.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Stabile.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Warden.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Watkins.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: White.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Wooten.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Ognibene.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Speaker Mr.

         10  Vallone.

         11                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Here.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: A quorum

         13  counted and present, I would ask everyone at this

         14  time to please stand for the Invocation by Rabbi

         15  Jonathan Glass of the Civic Center Synagogue.

         16                 Rabbi Glass.

         17                 RABBI GLASS: Thank you, Mr. Public

         18  Advocate.

         19                 Men and women of the City Council, as

         20  the modern era marches on the world becomes an ever

         21  more complicated geopolitical entity. We recognize

         22  that its problems and conflicts are also

         23  increasingly difficult to resolve. We pray for the

         24  wisdom and guidance from above to help us know how

         25  to proceed in these difficult times and for peace to
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          2  become speedily in our days.

          3                 Amen.

          4                 SPEAKER VALLONE: My colleagues who

          5  are standing -- thank you very much, Rabbi Glass --

          6  but I would also ask that we stand for a few seconds

          7  in silence in memory of the 12 students and the one

          8  teacher that were tragically killed in Littleton,

          9  Colorado, and the number of children that were

         10  injured and the number of families who are shattered

         11  for their well-being, spiritual and physical and

         12  mental and also in the hope that we can all learn

         13  from this horrible incident and take steps to try to

         14  avoid these kind of things from happening in the

         15  future.

         16                 I would ask us to stand in silence.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you for

         18  that observance.

         19                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you very much.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you, Mr.

         21  Speaker.

         22                 Please be seated.

         23                 To begin the Stated Meeting, is

         24  Council Member Freed here, to spread the Invocation

         25  upon the record?
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Yes. Thank you,

          3  Rabbi Glass. I move to spread the Invocation in full

          4  upon the record.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

          6  Council Member Freed. So ordered.

          7                 Adoption of minutes?

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: None, sir.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Messages and

         10  Papers from the Mayor?

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: M540. Communication

         12  from the Mayor - submitting the name of Donald J.

         13  Walsh to the City Council for its advice and consent

         14  for his appointment as member of the New York City

         15  Arts Commission.

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Rules, Privileges,

         17  Elections.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: M541. Communication

         19  from the Mayor - submitting the Executive Budget.

         20                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Finance.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: M542. Communication

         22  from the Mayor - submitting the Expense Revenue

         23  Contract.

         24                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Finance.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: M543. Communication
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          2  from the Mayor - submitting the Capital Commitment

          3  Plan.

          4                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Finance.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: M544. Communication

          6  from the Mayor - submitting the Executive Capital

          7  Budget.

          8                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Finance.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: M545. Communication

         10  from the Mayor - submitting the Executive Budget.

         11                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Finance.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: M546. Communication

         13  from the Mayor - submitting the Executive Capital

         14  Budget.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Finance.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: M547. Communication

         17  from the Mayor - submitting the budget summary.

         18                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Finance.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: M548. Communication

         20  from the Mayor - submitting the proposed City Fiscal

         21  Year 2000 Community Development Program.

         22                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Finance.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Communication

         24  from City, County and Borough Offices.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Petitions and

          3  Communications.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: None, sir.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Land Use

          6  Call-Ups.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: M549.  By Council

          8  Member Eisland. Application number 990101 PPM,

          9  disposition City-owned property, Manhattan.

         10                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on a Call-Up

         11  vote.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: M550. By Council

         13  Member Eisland. Application number 990099 ZSM.

         14                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: M551. By Council

         16  Member Eisland, number 990100 ZSM, ULURP, Manhattan.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: M552. By Council

         19  Member Eisland. Application number 980699 MMM, ULURP

         20  procedure, Manhattan.

         21                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: M553. By Council

         23  Member Fisher. Application number N990530 PXX.

         24                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: M554. By Council
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          2  Member Marshall. Number N980654 PQQ, Queens.

          3                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: M555. By Council

          5  Members Robinson, Robles and Robinson. Application

          6  number N980712 PPK, Brooklyn.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: M556. By Council

          9  Member Watkins. N970218 PQQ, Queens.

         10                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         11                 At this time I would ask for a roll

         12  call on only the coupled Land Use matters as they

         13  appear on the agenda.

         14                 Roll call, please.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Will the clerk

         16  please call the roll.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Abel.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Boyland.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Carrion.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Clarke.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: DiBrienza.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Aye on Land

          5  Use Call-Ups.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dilan.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eisland.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eldridge.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Espada.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fiala.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fisher.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Foster.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Freed.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Golden.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Harrison.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Henry.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Koslowitz.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Leffler.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Linares.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lopez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Marshall.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: McCaffrey.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Miller.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Nelson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Oddo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: O'Donovan.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Perkins.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Pinkett.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Povman.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Provenzano.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Quinn.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reed.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robinson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robles.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rodriguez.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Sabini.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Stabile.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Warden.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Boyland.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rivera.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rodriguez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Ognibene.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Speaker, Mr.

         13  Vallone.

         14                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Aye.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: By a similar

         16  vote of 43 in the affirmative to none in the

         17  negative, all coupled Land Use items are adopted and

         18  referred to the Committee on Land Use.

         19                 At this time, Mr. Speaker, do you

         20  have a communication, or communications?

         21                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Okay, the only

         22  announcement now, as far as we approach the

         23  conclusion of our budgetary adoption process, which

         24  will happen on or before June 5th, is that the

         25  hearings on the final proposed budget begin on
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          2  Thursday, May 6th, and that is all attached to your

          3  calendar, as indicated, so please make sure you are

          4  present at the time that your individual committees

          5  are called upon, and that the various agency heads

          6  come up.

          7                 In addition, this is -- next week

          8  will be May, in a few days it will be May, since the

          9  budget process will be in full swing, starting

         10  Thursday I need everyone again to make sure that you

         11  are within one hour's notice of City Hall. The

         12  budgetary committees will be meeting and the Borough

         13  Delegations will be meeting, so that you take care

         14  of not only the individual items that are pending,

         15  but also the Citywide concerns. So, we will have to

         16  make sure that we have up-to-date telephone numbers

         17  between now and June 5th and that every member can

         18  return to City Hall at any time within one hour.

         19                 Also, at this time, I am very sorry

         20  that I advised her to go to law school, but one of

         21  our top Finance people, who has been with the

         22  Council since 1987, first with the Council Services

         23  Bureau, and then with Finance, has now completed her

         24  New York Law School at night and has been offered a

         25  position as a court attorney in the Brooklyn Supreme
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          2  Court, meaning that Eileen McKenna no longer will be

          3  serving with us as she takes this position.

          4                 So, Eileen, can you come up so we can

          5  appropriately thank you.

          6                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Council, City of

          7  New York, Proclamation.

          8                 Whereas; the Council of the City of

          9  New York is pleased and proud to honor Eileen M.

         10  McKenna, a life-long friend, dedicated employee of

         11  the New York City Council Finance Division, who this

         12  year departs our company after nearly 12 years with

         13  the Council; and

         14                 Whereas, Eileen McKenna is known

         15  throughout the Council as a pillar of stress,

         16  determination and success, displaying the highest

         17  degree of professionalism and intelligence; and

         18                 Whereas; Eileen moved to the

         19  Council's Finance Division in April 1990 and served

         20  in the capacity of legislative financial analyst

         21  until September 1994 when she was promoted to

         22  supervising legislative financial analyst; and

         23                 Whereas; in April 1998, Eileen was

         24  admitted to the New York State Bar and she assumed

         25  the position of legislative counsel for the Finance
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          2  Division where for the past year she has played a

          3  significant role in the budget process and worked on

          4  a number of Finance issues; and

          5                 Now, therefore, let it be known, that

          6  Eileen McKenna has earned the respect and admiration

          7  of her peers and superiors alike, and her departure

          8  is truly a great loss for the Finance Division and

          9  the entire Council.

         10                 SPEAKER VALLONE: And Eileen, my

         11  colleagues, would anyone like to get in this group

         12  picture?

         13                 We have been telling you what to do

         14  and where to go for the last, more than a decade,

         15  you can now tell us what to do and where to go.

         16                 MS. McKENNA: I just want to take this

         17  opportunity to thank the Speaker for all the many

         18  opportunities that he has afforded me here at the

         19  Council. As it said in the Proclamation, I started

         20  here in '87 in a clerical position, and I worked my

         21  way up to become an attorney and I have really

         22  learned a lot while I have been here, and I have had

         23  the privilege to work with great people in the

         24  Finance Division, and it has been an honor to work

         25  with the Queens Delegation over the past few years,
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          2  they are really the Fabulous 14, and I just want to

          3  thank all of the many chairs that I have been able

          4  to work with, Council Member Pinkett, Council Member

          5  Michels, Council Member Freed, Council Member

          6  Malave-Dilan and all the great staff to the

          7  Committees and their staff who it has been a real

          8  honor to work with.

          9                 And most importantly, I want to thank

         10  Council Member McCaffrey who introduced me to

         11  government service.

         12                 Thank you all.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Walter strikes

         14  again.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: God bless you, we

         16  love you.

         17                 Okay, I will ask my colleagues to

         18  take their seats.

         19                 There is one item on today's calendar

         20  that is causing some confusion, so the Chair of the

         21  Finance Committee, on my time, since this is also on

         22  the agenda, it would be appropriate to speak at this

         23  time.

         24                 Council Member Berman.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Thank you, Mr.
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          2  Speaker, Mr. Public Advocate and my colleagues.

          3                 Regarding the Pension Bill that is on

          4  today, I just want to set the record straight

          5  because there have been all kinds of statements made

          6  as to the potential cost and I think it is important

          7  for everybody to note that there have been very

          8  clear representations made to the Speaker and to the

          9  City Council that the cost for this legislation will

         10  be zero dollars this coming year, $6 million the

         11  following year, $12 million the year after that, and

         12  $18 million the year after that. And that is a

         13  representation that has been made. And I suggest to

         14  you that in the event it turns out that that

         15  representation is not accurate, then certainly we

         16  would take steps to ask the State Legislature not to

         17  go along with it, but we have no reason to believe

         18  that these representations are inaccurate.

         19                 I may further explain and cause

         20  everybody to understand that the actuary -- the

         21  problem that has been generating this discussion is

         22  that the Actuary has made some recommendations as to

         23  change. This is one of a number of recommendations

         24  that has to ultimately go before the NYCERS Board,

         25  so it is problematic as to whether or not this
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          2  calculation will change.

          3                 Now, we have no reason to believe

          4  that the calculation will change, and it is all very

          5  problematic. So, I suggest to everybody that you

          6  look at this thing with the sense of accuracy, you

          7  look at this proposal with the truer sense of what

          8  the actual cost will be, and just remember that it

          9  effectively is being proposed in order to grant

         10  parity for Correction Officers who have always

         11  needed the required and sought out help in obtaining

         12  this type of fairness.

         13                 So, this is a question of parity, it

         14  is a question of fairness, that the Correction

         15  Officers are entitled to.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: There

         18  being no other speaker at this point in the agenda,

         19  we move to --

         20                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you. And now

         21  anyone can say anything they wish on any matter that

         22  is on this agenda.

         23                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         24  Discussion of General Orders, Council Member Rivera.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you, Mr.
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          2  Acting Public Advocate.

          3                 I rise to join my colleague, Herb

          4  Berman, I join him in some of the comments he makes.

          5                 I will start by saying that I

          6  understand that this has been distributed right in

          7  here in our Council Chambers by those who work for

          8  the other side of this building. And I am looking at

          9  it, it seems like the editorial, the New York Times,

         10  who traditionally prints the news that is fit to

         11  print, has chosen to not only print but to take a

         12  position against not what we did yesterday in this

         13  body but with men and women who work in the

         14  Correction Department of the City of New York.

         15                 I am coming upon the members of this

         16  body to listen carefully to what is happening. We

         17  have been accused of playing politics. There are no

         18  politics involved here. If I recall, it was just the

         19  other day, last year, that my leader, Peter Vallone,

         20  was running for Governor of the State of New York.

         21  The body that we are doing this for, the leadership

         22  of that body, did not endorse Peter, they endorsed

         23  Governor Pataki, so what are we talking about

         24  playing politics? No politics played a role in our

         25  Committee Public Hearing yesterday. I mean, you can
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          2  ask our colleague, Mr. Stabile. He voted for this

          3  proposal. And they only call this at a time when

          4  this City is upset as to what is happening in and

          5  around us, since February the 4th, at a time when we

          6  have a blueprint as to what the Police Department

          7  should look like in this City, what we are doing in

          8  this body is providing the right kind of leadership.

          9                 The New York Times is wrong, they did

         10  not print the news that is fit to be printed. They

         11  are wrong. They don't know what they are talking

         12  about.

         13                 The men and women in the Correction

         14  Department need parity, that is all we are asking

         15  for here in some of the benefits that they should be

         16  entitled to. And is it just a coincidence that they

         17  do not have parity in our system because they make

         18  up over 80 percent of the members of black and

         19  Latino Correction Officers? I wonder. I would like

         20  to hear from the New York Times. I hope my

         21  colleagues look into this issue very closely.

         22                 I vote yes. Thank you very much.

         23                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Any

         24  other requests to speak at this portion of our

         25  agenda? Seeing none, moving now to the Report of
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          2  Special Committees.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: None, sir.

          4                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          5  Report of Standing Committees.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

          7  Committee on Consumer Affairs.

          8                 Resolution 650. Calling upon New

          9  Yorkers to express their unhappiness with ticket

         10  price increases.

         11                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on general

         12  order.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Resolution 651.

         14  Calling upon the United States Department of Justice

         15  and the New York State Attorney General to seek to

         16  reopen the consent decree.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on general

         18  order.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         20  Committee on Finance.

         21                 LU 303 and companion resolution 747.

         22  UDAAP 1995118 HAM --

         23                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: -- 416 West 129th

         25  Street, Manhattan.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 348 and companion

          4  resolution 748. 1995233 HAX, UDAAP, Bronx.

          5                 SPEAKER VALLONE: This, together with

          6  the next four items, LU 361, 371, 376 and 348 all

          7  coupled, all UDAAPs coupled on general order.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 377 and companion

          9  resolution 752, 1995339 HAX, UDAAP, Bronx.

         10                 SPEAKER VALLONE: This, together with

         11  the next four items, LU 378, 379. 406 and 407, all

         12  UDAAPs, coupled on general order.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 409 and companion

         14  resolution 757. UDAAP 1995376 HAX, Bronx.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 414 and companion

         17  resolution 719. And number 1995381 HAX, UDAAP,

         18  Bronx.

         19                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 415 and companion

         21  resolution 759. Number 19995382 HAK, UDAAP,

         22  Brooklyn.

         23                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         25  Committee on General Welfare.
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          2                 Intro. 521-A. An amended local law

          3  creating a Department of Homeless Services.

          4                 SPEAKER VALLONE: This is amended and

          5  coupled on general order.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

          7  Committee on Housing and Buildings.

          8                 Resolution 657. A resolution calling

          9  upon the appropriate committee of the Council of the

         10  City of New York to conduct hearings on the

         11  Neighborhood Entrepreneurs Program.

         12                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled to be filed.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         14  Committee on Land Use.

         15                 LU 288 and companion resolution 760,

         16  ULURP 980598 ZMM, Manhattan.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 303. Application

         19  19995118 HAM, UDAAP, Manhattan.

         20                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Approved and

         21  referred to the Committee on Finance pursuant to

         22  Rule 6.50 of the Council.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 348. Application

         24  number 19995233 HAX, UDAAP, Bronx.

         25                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Approved and
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          2  referred to Finance pursuant to 6.50.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 359 and companion

          4  resolution 761. ULURP, application number 980680

          5  ZMK, Brooklyn.

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 361. Application

          8  199995230 HAX, UDAAP, Bronx.

          9                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Approved and

         10  referred to Finance pursuant to 6.50.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 363 and companion

         12  resolution 762. Application number N990404 HAX.

         13  UDAAP, Bronx.

         14                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 371. Application

         16  number 19995324 HAK, UDAAP, Brooklyn.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: This, together with

         18  the next three items, LU 376, 377, 378, all approved

         19  and referred to the Committee on Finance, pursuant

         20  to Rule 6.50 of the Council.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 379. Application

         22  number 19995341 HAK. UDAAP, Brooklyn.

         23                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Approved and

         24  referred, pursuant to 6.50.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 403 and resolution,
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          2  companion resolution 763. ULURP C990040 PPM,

          3  Manhattan.

          4                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 406. Application

          6  number 19995373 HAM, UDAAP, Manhattan.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: This, together with

          8  the next two items on this page. LU 407 and LU 409,

          9  all approved and referred to the Committee on

         10  Finance, pursuant to rule 6.50.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 414. Application

         12  number 19995381 HAX. UDAAP, Bronx.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: This, together with

         14  the next item, LU 415, both approved and referred to

         15  the Committee on Finance, pursuant to Rule 6.50.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         17  Committee on Parks, Recreation, Cultural Affairs and

         18  International Intergroup Relations.

         19                 Intro. 323. A local law, street name

         20  change, Florence Semple Way, Staten Island.

         21                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on general

         22  order.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 356. A local

         24  law, a square named, Commissioner Lin Ze Xu Square,

         25  Manhattan.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 397. A local

          4  law, a street named Reverend Wesley G. Janzen Place,

          5  Bronx.

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Resolution 631.

          8  Calling upon the State of New York to amend the City

          9  Charter in relation to disposal of real property

         10  owned by the City of New York.

         11                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         13  Committee on State and Federal Legislation.

         14                 SLR 10, in rem, Brooklyn.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled to be filed.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: SLR 11. In rem, Bronx.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: This is requesting

         18  certain real property acquired by in rem tax

         19  foreclosure in the Borough of the Bronx, coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: SLR 17. Correction

         21  Officers supplements funds.

         22                 SPEAKER VALLONE: This is the

         23  Correction Officers, coupled on general order.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: SLR 26. In rem, Staten

         25  Island.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: SLR 37. Real property

          4  transfer.

          5                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: SLR 40. In rem,

          7  Brooklyn.

          8                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: SLR 57. In rem, Bronx.

         10                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: SLR 62. In rem,

         12  Brooklyn.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         15  Committee on Transportation.

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Amended and coupled

         17  on general order.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Okay.

         19                 Report of the Committee on

         20  Transportation.

         21                 Resolution 654-A. An amended

         22  resolution calling upon the President of the United

         23  States, United States Secretary of Transportation

         24  and Congress, not to authorize an increase in the

         25  number of flights at New York City airports.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Laid over again.

          3                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          4  General order calendar.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 472-B. An

          6  amended local law to amend the Administrative Code

          7  of the City of New York in relation to standards of

          8  conduct for drivers of taxicabs.

          9                 SPEAKER VALLONE: That is laid over

         10  again.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Resolution appointing

         12  various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on general

         14  order.

         15                 At this time I would ask for a roll

         16  call on the entire coupled general order calendar,

         17  please.

         18                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Roll

         19  call, please.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Abel.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: No on Reso 631.

         22  Aye on all the others.

         23                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Just to make sure

         24  there is no confusion because something was read

         25  twice.
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          2                 Resolution 654-A on the Committee on

          3  Transportation, which is the last item on page 13,

          4  calls upon Secretary of Transportation and Congress

          5  not to authorize an increase in the number of

          6  flights at New York City airports, that is amended

          7  and coupled. That is on general order calendar.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Boyland.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Carrion.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Clarke.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dear.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: May I be

         18  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         19                 First of all, I want to be recorded

         20  yes on the Land Use Call-Ups.

         21                 And also, I want my colleagues to

         22  note that we are voting on a resolution today 654-A,

         23  which calls upon the President and the Secretary of

         24  Transportation and Congress not to authorize an

         25  increase in the number of flights at New York City
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          2  airports.

          3                 As a result of not only the people

          4  who live in Queens at the Rockaways and near

          5  LaGuardia Airport, this is really a Citywide issue

          6  because of the congestion that is taking place and

          7  increase of flights in the City airports, and we

          8  have become, thank God, a main hub for tourism and

          9  business and people just like to use our airports,

         10  and bless them, and continue using it, but the

         11  problem is that it is having a terrible effect on

         12  the people who live near the airports, and then when

         13  it gets too congested and when there is a wind

         14  blowing in a different direction, it can affect

         15  people living in the other boroughs as well. And it

         16  is important that before they dump more pollution on

         17  our City and more of these flights on our City, that

         18  they make sure to do a study, an impact study, how

         19  it will affect our communities and how it will

         20  affect the City of New York. Because the FAA has

         21  continuously ignored our plea, has ignored to listen

         22  to us and has ignored coming to our committees when

         23  we invite them to come to speak to us. And all they

         24  want is to increase the flights without any care or

         25  concern for the local residents and for the people
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          2  living in the City of New York.

          3                 So, this is important to us that we

          4  send a strong message that we don't care if you live

          5  in Queens or if you live in Brooklyn or in the

          6  Bronx, Staten Island or Manhattan, wherever it may

          7  be, with speaking as a united voice that before you

          8  continue sending more planes into the City of New

          9  York, you must do some impact study to see how to

         10  control the noise level and the congestion that

         11  takes place in the City of New York.

         12                 I vote aye on all coupled general

         13  orders.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         16  Continue the roll call.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: DiBrienza.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Mr. Acting

         19  Public Advocate, may I be temporarily excused to

         20  explain my vote?

         21                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         22  Certainly, Council Member DiBrienza.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Thank you.

         24                 I just wanted to point out for the

         25  benefit of each of my colleagues, Intro. 521-A is on
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          2  today's coupled general order. This is an amendment

          3  essentially to the bill passed overwhelmingly by the

          4  General Welfare Committee, then this full Council,

          5  then vetoed by the Mayor and ultimately overridden

          6  by this Council on December 18th, 1998, which made

          7  permanent the Department of Homeless Services, which

          8  engaged in the very difficult balancing act of

          9  trying to provide services to those who are

         10  homeless, while at the same time protecting

         11  communities they find themselves in.

         12                 The Committee was given the support

         13  of the Central staff, as is usually the case, our

         14  lawyers, our researchers and the like, the expertise

         15  of advocates from throughout the community,

         16  including a very dedicated and well known attorney,

         17  Steve Banks, a Legal Aid Attorney, we had the

         18  support of the Speaker's Office, guided by that

         19  principle to do what is right for as many as

         20  possible. And that bill passed.

         21                 I won't go into what happened

         22  subsequent to the bill, but suffice it to say there

         23  was no need for communities, and wonderfully

         24  successful programs to be held hostage, the programs

         25  happen to be in my district, neighbored by
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          2  Councilman Fisher and Council Member Rodriguez, but

          3  basically that entire community, its political and

          4  social leadership came together to fight for those

          5  programs, including the clinic for the mentally ill,

          6  a wonderful clinic for the mentally ill. Well, that

          7  was saved, but as an outgrowth of that battle, the

          8  Committee turned its attention to doing what we said

          9  we would always do, find balance and create the best

         10  possible legislation.

         11                 So, Intro. 521-A essentially is three

         12  amendments to that original law, and the key, one is

         13  structure of the agency, one is flexibility, for

         14  existing shelters, but the key, the essence of

         15  521-A, is our attempt to prevent children and

         16  families from sleeping on the floors of an office

         17  building called the EAU in the Bronx. That travesty

         18  has been occurring for the last three

         19  administrations, lawsuits, fines, public outrage,

         20  public exposure via the media and the concern of

         21  this Council. And under the leadership of the

         22  Speaker and the work of the Committee and now the

         23  full Council, we take a dramatic step with the

         24  cooperation -- I have to say this even though I am

         25  over time, because it is a fairly unique statement,
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          2  with the cooperation of the Administration who fully

          3  supports these three amendments, we will together

          4  take the step of eliminating that horror, and

          5  creating a system where families not yet processed

          6  will be taken from the EAU and put up essentially

          7  for the night, returned, if necessary, to complete

          8  it.

          9                 Once again, finding balance -

         10  services to the homeless who are in need, protecting

         11  communities they find themselves in.

         12                 With that I want to just thank the

         13  Speaker as always for the opportunity to chair this

         14  Committee and commend all of my colleagues, the

         15  entire general orders, but in particular, 521-A.

         16                 Thank you, Mr. Acting Public

         17  Advocate.

         18                 Having said that I remove my request

         19  and vote aye on all coupled general orders.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dilan.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Yes on

         23  all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eldridge.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eisland.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Espada.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fiala.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Mr. Acting

          8  Public Advocate, may I be temporarily excused to

          9  explain my vote?

         10                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: You

         11  may. Council Member Fiala.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: I am going to

         13  vote no on Reso 631, aye on all others.

         14                 And with respect to the variable

         15  supplements bill, let me just say that I am proud to

         16  be a co-sponsor of and to vote for SLR 17, which I

         17  believe gives the Correction Officers and officials

         18  the same recognition afforded to New York's bravest

         19  and New York's finest.

         20                 This is about recognition, it is

         21  about parity, it is about equality, so I am happy to

         22  cast an affirmative vote. Likewise, I would hope

         23  that we would do a similar measure with SLR 4, which

         24  continues to be pending in the Committee.

         25                 I vote aye on all others.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fisher.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: If I can be

          4  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

          5                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          6  Certainly.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: I vote aye on

          8  all of the coupled items and encourage my colleagues

          9  who have not yet voted to join in supporting

         10  Resolution 631 by Council Member Carrion and myself.

         11  In essence what this resolution does is place the

         12  Council on record in support of the concept of

         13  community gardening in New York, taking lots that

         14  were garbage strewn, rubble strewn, taken by the

         15  City because the owners were unable to use them in

         16  any type of economic way and turn them into small

         17  oases through volunteer efforts with the support of

         18  the City of New York for in some cases as long as

         19  15, 20 years.

         20                 Through some misguided initiative,

         21  the Mayor has determined that these lots, if put up

         22  for public auction, could be used more productively

         23  for housing or economic development, but a study by

         24  the Brooklyn Borough President of similarly situated

         25  gardens which were in fact sold in public auction
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          2  demonstrated that in the overwhelming majority of

          3  cases it simply doesn't happen, and within a short

          4  period of time we are back to where we were with

          5  illegal parking lots and chop-shops and junkyards in

          6  our neighborhoods, instead of these open spaces and

          7  green areas.

          8                 Most importantly, it seems to me, is

          9  the message that this initiative sends to the

         10  residents of New York - volunteerism is in even

         11  shorter supply than open space in our City.

         12                 For people to come out to devote

         13  themselves to sprucing up their neighborhood sends a

         14  very important message, a very important message

         15  about what we want in the City of New York and a bad

         16  message, it seems to me, if we disregard those

         17  efforts.

         18                 The Mayor is justifiably proud of the

         19  efforts that he has made on policing on the broken

         20  window theory, that you can't let a small problem

         21  spoil an entire block or neighborhood. Part of that

         22  theory, though, is you have to fix the window, and

         23  these gardens in effect have become a window into

         24  New York City's heart, and I think the Council

         25  should be on record as saying let's revisit this
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          2  initiative by the Mayor and save the gardens.

          3                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          4  Continue the roll call.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Foster.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Freed.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: If I may be

          9  excused to explain my vote.

         10                 I would just like to call everyone's

         11  attention to and urge my colleagues who haven't

         12  voted yet to vote for a street name change for Lin

         13  Ze Xu Square.

         14                 Many people are not aware of this,

         15  but Commissioner Lin Ze Xu was a national hero of

         16  China because he was fighting against narcotics

         17  during the Xing Dynasty. And it is one of those eras

         18  of history we don't hear a lot about, but it has to

         19  do with the opium wars in China where essentially

         20  the British government sought to dump a lot of the

         21  poppies that they were growing in India after the

         22  conquest of India on China and Commissioner Lin Ze

         23  Xu was opposed to this, and in effect that is why

         24  they got into the opium wars.

         25                 So, anyway, he is a national hero in
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          2  China and I think it is appropriate that we dedicate

          3  the street name to him.

          4                 I would also urge my colleagues, and

          5  be associated with the comments of Council Member

          6  Fisher who spoke before, about the question of the

          7  community gardens, I can tell you in my own district

          8  I have been fighting to keep a number of these very

          9  small lots as gardens. Many of the lots that have

         10  been targeted for auction are totally inappropriate

         11  to being built on and these were, as Council Member

         12  Fisher said, these were lots that were once garbage

         13  strewn, that the community moved in and put their

         14  own hard work and sweat and blood into it to turn it

         15  into gardens, and yet if we reverse this and sell

         16  off these plots, they will not go to housing, they

         17  will overwhelmingly just revert to what they were

         18  before, and I think that would be a real shame in

         19  our entire City and I urge you to vote for Reso 631

         20  as well.

         21                 Thank you. And I vote aye on all

         22  coupled general orders.

         23                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         24  Continue the roll call.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Golden.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            67

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: May I be

          3  excused to explain my vote?

          4                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Yes,

          5  Council Member Golden.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: No on

          7  Resolution 650, 651 and 631. And I have a family

          8  member in the Correction, although I applaud the

          9  bill, the Correction bill, I will abstain on SLR 17.

         10  Thank you. And aye on all others.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Harrison.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Henry.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Koslowitz.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Leffler.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Yes, Mr.

         19  Acting Public Advocate, may I please be temporarily

         20  excused to explain my vote?

         21                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Yes,

         22  Council Member Leffler.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: I would like

         24  to comment particularly on SLR 17. This seems to me

         25  to be a good test of the motto do the right thing,
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          2  and my view of, you know, holding this office is

          3  what trust is really all about.

          4                 Our general principle is that

          5  compensation for services should be determined by

          6  collective bargaining, and there are very few

          7  departures from that rule, very, very few.

          8                 This use of the excess of stock

          9  market earnings over what would be earned by fixed

         10  rate securities as payment to the employees, to the

         11  Correction Officers in this case, is a departure

         12  from that general principle.

         13                 Compensation should be bargained and

         14  what we should seek to do is try to get productivity

         15  increases in exchange for additional compensation.

         16  There shouldn't be give-aways. This sets a bad

         17  precedent.

         18                 My basic philosophy in how I decide

         19  things is utilitarianism, what is the greatest good

         20  for the greatest numbers? Here the taxpayers as a

         21  whole are going to have to make up the deficit. So,

         22  whether Councilman Berman is correct on 36 million,

         23  or the City Actuary is correct on 100 million, and I

         24  would venture to think that it may well be closer to

         25  the 100 million of the City Actuary than Mr. Berman,
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          2  but somewhere in between. The point is that

          3  somewhere between 36 and 100 million dollars is

          4  going to be made up by the taxpayers as a whole.

          5                 This strikes me as one of those

          6  instances where there is a small group that stands

          7  to benefit that has a good case. Having chaired the

          8  Public Safety Committee for many years, I have

          9  worked with Correction Officers, I respect them,

         10  they have a touch job, a dangerous job, a risky job,

         11  they have a good case for more compensation, but

         12  this is not the way to do it, the City Council

         13  establishing compensation.

         14                 So on that I vote no, with

         15  conviction, I vote aye on all others.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         18  Continue the roll call.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Linares.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: I vote yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lopez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Permission to

         23  explain my vote? Can I? Or can I not?

         24                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         25  Certainly, Council Member Lopez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: A couple of

          3  months ago this body confronted a very serious issue

          4  that had to do with the way the homeless population

          5  is handled in this City. And at the time this body

          6  stood up and decided to make very clear to the Mayor

          7  of this City that we will not be part of a group of

          8  people that treat the homeless population in an

          9  inhumane way. And we vetoed his law at the time.

         10                 Today I am very proud to vote to fix

         11  what the Mayor tried to do wrong. I am very proud to

         12  fix that because the only way to treat human beings,

         13  be it homeless, or be it with a home, is treating in

         14  a humane manner.

         15                 And the bill that we are approving

         16  today is about treating people in a humane manner.

         17                 Yesterday 15 families in my district

         18  got evicted from a building that was abandoned by a

         19  landlord who possessed that building. A building

         20  that he let for 20 years to be dilapidated and used

         21  for drug dealers and drug traffickers.

         22                 That landlord has not been put in

         23  jail yet. That landlord has not been given a summons

         24  yet. That landlord was not given a ticket yet. But

         25  the 15 families that took over that building, to
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          2  make sure that my community was protected, that 15

          3  families yesterday were evicted and thrown on the

          4  street by the Mayor of this City and by the system

          5  of this City that had not put in place a policy for

          6  affordable housing in this City.

          7                 We do not have for the last six years

          8  affordable housing that can be provided for low and

          9  moderate income people, and the Mayor of this City

         10  is guilty of it, and we will be approving more and

         11  more laws in this place that have to do with

         12  homelessness but not with laws that provide funding

         13  for affordable housing. When are we going to wake

         14  up, Mr. Mayor? When are you going to put a proposal

         15  on the table speaking of our affordable housing and

         16  not throwing my 15 families to the street, as was

         17  done yesterday?

         18                 Yes on all.

         19                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         20  Continue the roll call.

         21                 Yes on all general orders?

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I said yes on

         23  all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Marshall.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: May I be
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          2  excused to explain my vote?

          3                 I first of all strongly support

          4  resolution 631 which calls on the State Legislature

          5  to allow -- in other words to stop the sale of our

          6  community gardens? I have three of them in my

          7  district and each of them have been contributed to

          8  and worked on by so many groups and by groups in the

          9  community who have invested their time and effort,

         10  and I think the antiquated language of that bill, as

         11  it is in Albany, is one that needs to be corrected

         12  for our Council. We are fully qualified and

         13  legitimate legislative body of our City and this

         14  would help to continue to clarify that issue.

         15                 And also on the federal legislation,

         16  654-A, which speaks about the increased slots at

         17  LaGuardia Airport, I live only about four blocks

         18  from LaGuardia Airport. The noise presently is

         19  unbearable. When flights take off from runway 421-A

         20  over Jackson Heights or Highway 3113 over the

         21  eastern end of the airport. Even though the Port

         22  Authority has stopped any planes from coming in into

         23  the airport after 12 midnight and has really pushed

         24  for nearly all the planes to be retrofitted with

         25  stage three engines, it still is very noisy, and we
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          2  need to get more planes in there that are built

          3  properly with stage three engines which are quieter.

          4                 But we also will experience a great

          5  deal of congestion if these additional slots are

          6  placed at that airport. We can no longer take the

          7  kind of pressure that the airport has presented to

          8  the community.

          9                 Standing in the 77th Street Mall in

         10  Jackson Heights you can practically look and wave at

         11  the people in the jets that ride over your head. The

         12  sound is deafening and unbearable. And of course, at

         13  the airport, as it goes over the community, the jet

         14  fumes are sprayed all over the people below them and

         15  it is too close to them to be absorbed up in the sky

         16  and the clouds. So therefore I strongly support not

         17  only these two pieces of legislation but all coupled

         18  general orders.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: McCaffrey.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Mr. Acting

         22  Public Advocate, could I ask to be excused to

         23  explain my vote?

         24                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Yes,

         25  Council Member McCaffrey.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: On three

          3  items, first let me just say I wish to associate

          4  myself with the comments with Chairman Rivera on SLR

          5  17. I believe that this is a matter of fairness and

          6  justice for our Correction Officers. Every day those

          7  officers are in extraordinarily difficult

          8  circumstances and I believe that it is only fair and

          9  right that we take this action today for those

         10  individuals.

         11                 On the second issue in the resolution

         12  for the Transportation Committee, as it applies to

         13  the airports, as someone who lives within the flight

         14  path, someone whose office is within the flight

         15  path, someone who is educated within the flight

         16  path, let me just say that the airports have not

         17  over the years had the benefits of the public

         18  involved, those who surround the airports itself.

         19  And it is important to understand that increasingly

         20  this is a health hazard and it is a potential safety

         21  disaster as we increase the amounts of congestion

         22  coming in and out of LaGuardia Airport.

         23                 LaGuardia, and certainly in terms of

         24  where the doppler radar is being placed, for

         25  political reasons, in less than a most advantageous
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          2  location, ends up presenting the potential for

          3  disaster some day. And it is important to recognize

          4  that the Port Authority operations of the airport

          5  have not kept up to their word, because at 3:00 in

          6  the morning flights are still coming in and landing

          7  at LaGuardia Airport, and so we must see to it that

          8  we not increase the amount of congestion in terms of

          9  the flight path.

         10                 And lastly, in my last 30 seconds,

         11  let me just say we are celebrating the

         12  accomplishments of Eileen McKenna today, as Speaker

         13  in his proclamation indicated the great respect that

         14  we have for her, we have seen her particularly in

         15  the Queens Delegation grow and to develop in terms

         16  of civil service, she is the personification of what

         17  we want those who are in civil service and public

         18  service to do, to be out there every day giving

         19  their best, giving their most creative talent, on

         20  behalf of the people of the City of New York.

         21                 Eileen, thank you. You did that every

         22  day. Thank you.

         23                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         24  Continue the roll call.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Miller.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Nelson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Yes on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Oddo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Mr. Acting

          9  Public Advocate, may I be temporarily excused to

         10  explain my vote?

         11                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I vote no on

         13  Reso 631 and yes on all other coupled general

         14  orders, including SLR 17.

         15                 And if I may I would like to follow

         16  up on a comment made by my colleague, Council Member

         17  Steve Fiala, in requesting that this body take up

         18  SLR 4. As a member of the State and Federal

         19  Legislation Committee yesterday I was deeply

         20  disappointed that that item was not on the agenda,

         21  and what that item does is ask for a variable

         22  supplement for retirees from the Parks, Sanitation

         23  and Transit Authority. And I say to my colleague,

         24  Chairman Rivera, that constituency, those retirees

         25  are black and they are white and they are Hispanic,
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          2  and this body made a commitment to pass that

          3  legislation --

          4                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          5  Council Member, your remarks have to be limited to

          6  items on today's general order calendar.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Well, I think

          8  with all due respect, Mr. Acting Public Advocate, it

          9  certainly is related to it.

         10                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         11  Related is one thing, but on is another by

         12  definition.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you.

         14                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         15  Continue the roll call, please.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: O'Donovan.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Perkins.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Pinkett.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: May I be

         22  excused to explain my vote?

         23                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         24  Certainly.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: With the
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          2  acquiescence of my colleague sitting to my right.

          3                 I would like to, for the record,

          4  indicate my support for SLR 17, and I would like to

          5  differ with my colleague who states that he thinks

          6  that this is just a matter for collective

          7  bargaining.

          8                 It does seem to me that it is rather

          9  strange that we must always ask people who work for

         10  this City to go one more step, one more mile, prove

         11  themselves over and over and over again in order to

         12  receive that which they have earned previously and

         13  that which they were entitled to, and yet we do not

         14  ask of those who bring us contracts prove that you

         15  are worthy of this contract for the City of New

         16  York, even though your past records and your past

         17  performance does not indicate indeed that you are

         18  worthy of this gift that we bestow upon you.

         19                 I would suggest that Correction

         20  proves each day by the fact that those we commit to

         21  their care are indeed kept safely within the

         22  constraints and confines that we give to them.

         23                 Secondly, I would suggest that the

         24  City of New York is investing in part the monies

         25  that they commit to them in that portion of that
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          2  money comes from their own dollars that they earn.

          3  Most importantly, they are citizens and residents of

          4  this City and the monies that they spend are dollars

          5  that are spent within this City and that has indeed

          6  a tremendous value for all of us.

          7                 So, I think they have indeed a great

          8  call upon us as legislators in New York City.

          9                 On 631, Reso 631, I am pleased to

         10  speak in support of that resolution because I think

         11  no matter what anyone else thinks, I walk through

         12  Manhattan and I see that they find it wonderful to

         13  cut out areas of the City and have a fountain and a

         14  bench and a piece of statue and say this adds to the

         15  ambience of the City.

         16                 But in other places other than

         17  Manhattan, obviously we cannot have plants and trees

         18  and flowers or anything that adds to the or enhances

         19  the ambience of the City.

         20                 I would suggest that if you come into

         21  my district, you will see a community garden that

         22  was planted by school children who are what we would

         23  call physically challenged, but they could sit in

         24  their wheelchairs and plant in a garden.

         25                 I also know that the City of New York
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          2  has added unnecessarily gardens to properties in

          3  order to destroy that beauty that exists, and they

          4  build housing without any thought of landscaping.

          5  So, I would suggest we fight for this land because

          6  its beauty within the City and they need and we need

          7  every bit of beauty we can find.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         10  Continue the roll call.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Povman.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Provenzano.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes on

         15  all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Quinn.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reed.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rivera.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robinson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Mr. Chairman

         24  Pro-Tem, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         25                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:
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          2  Certainly.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: I rise to

          4  speak on behalf of Resolution 631 as well, because I

          5  certainly recognize the beauty of a garden in the

          6  community, and I don't believe that we need to have

          7  always a building, a building put into those places,

          8  I think open spaces provide for a different kind of

          9  quality of life within the communities.

         10                 Yesterday I had the opportunity to go

         11  to Staten Island and to see the vast expanse of land

         12  and also the greenery that our young people are

         13  exposed to. And there has been research done that

         14  says that where there is greenery, people respond to

         15  it, they feel more calm about their environment,

         16  they feel more comfortable in that environment. And

         17  so I am suggesting to my colleagues who perhaps

         18  don't recognize what open spaces do for other

         19  communities, because we don't always want to see

         20  someone come in and buy a lot and then leave the

         21  lot. What happens is debris accumulates in that lot

         22  because they do not take care of it.

         23                 I have seen it firsthand. I have seen

         24  what beautification programs can do in the

         25  community, as Council Member Pinkett has said, I
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          2  concur with those remarks, and I would like to ask

          3  my colleagues to vote in the affirmative on that

          4  item as well.

          5                 And additionally, of course, I would

          6  like to support SLR 17 so that everybody can have

          7  equity in the process in terms of ensuring that they

          8  have a decent, a decent pension benefits so that

          9  when they get to their golden years, that they may

         10  be able to have a good quality of life. And so,

         11  therefore, I vote aye on all coupled general orders.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         14  Continue the roll call.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robles.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Mr. Public

         17  Advocate, may I be temporarily excused to explain my

         18  vote?

         19                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         20  Certainly.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Mr. Acting

         22  Public Advocate, I vote aye on all.

         23                 But with respect to SLR 17, for the

         24  record, I am a proud brother of a member of the

         25  Department of Correction and having said that I
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          2  still vote aye on all.

          3                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          4  Continue the roll call.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rodriguez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Sabini.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Mr. Acting

          9  Presiding Officer, may I be excused to explain my

         10  vote?

         11                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         12  Certainly, Council Member Sabini.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: With regard to

         14  the fine work the Transportation Committee has done

         15  on the potential for increased slots at Queens'

         16  Kennedy and LaGuardia Airports, I fully support the

         17  resolution and commend Chairman Dear on the work.

         18                 You know, we know the airports are

         19  economic engines for Queens County, we are aware of

         20  that. But we also know that the specter of unlimited

         21  flights, which this opening of slots will do, based

         22  on testimony we heard at that hearing, that

         23  unlimited flights into and out of Kennedy and

         24  LaGuardia would be a disaster for neighborhoods that

         25  abut those airports.
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          2                 LaGuardia Airport was really built as

          3  a small plane airport, long before jet planes were

          4  imagined, and it is right next to neighborhoods. You

          5  can walk there from parts of my district and Council

          6  Member Marshall's district, and yet the idea of

          7  having scores of more flights a day in and out of

          8  that airport is one that really would quite

          9  adversely affect the quality of life of

         10  neighborhoods like Jackson Heights and Corona and

         11  East Elmhurst and Woodside and Flushing and even

         12  places in the Bronx that are in the flight path of

         13  LaGuardia, places like Morris Park and Pelham

         14  Parkway, and I want to commend the Transportation

         15  Committee on their work on this issue and case an

         16  aye vote on all.

         17                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         18  Continue the roll call.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

         20                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Stabile.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Thank you. I

         23  would like to first have permission to vote on Land

         24  Use.

         25                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:
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          2  Without objections.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: I vote aye.

          4                 I would like to start with SLR 17. I

          5  think SLR 17 definitely deserves a yes vote. These

          6  are the men and women who not only eat the food that

          7  the inmates prepare, but are living in a prison like

          8  they are sentenced to a prison sentence. They

          9  deserve, and anyone here who does not believe they

         10  deserve really should look at it and take a walk up

         11  to Rikers Island, the Houses of Detention.

         12                 I believe the Correction Officers

         13  Association brought their case very strongly to the

         14  Council yesterday and did a very good job in

         15  explaining why and I think they deserve that.

         16                 I also agree with my colleague on SLR

         17  4, even though it is not on the agenda, Archie, but

         18  it is a long time overdue.

         19                 On 654-A, when are we going to wake

         20  up to the fact that the almighty FAA doesn't have

         21  the power over everyone. They are the problem. Not

         22  the Port Authority, it is the federal government

         23  that just does whatever they want. We have two major

         24  airports in Queens, and to be very honest it is

         25  getting worse and worse as the days go by. So, I
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          2  don't even want to see one more flight coming over.

          3                 Our community gardens, and to answer

          4  one of my colleague's, you would think Rudy Giuliani

          5  invented homelessness. You sit in this Council and

          6  anything negative that happens with the homeless, it

          7  is Rudolph Giuliani. Well, I think homelessness

          8  started way before this Mayor took office and I

          9  think it is going to be around way after this Mayor.

         10                 When they start talking about some of

         11  these vacant lots that were turned into community

         12  gardens, I will also do a tour with some of my

         13  colleagues that think they are so positive, and I

         14  will show you some of them that started out very

         15  well for the first two years and now are back to

         16  empty lots.

         17                 So, I vote no on 631 and aye on all

         18  others.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         21  Continue the roll call.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Warden.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Watkins.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Mr. President
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          2  Pro-Tem, may I please be excused to explain my vote?

          3                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          4  Certainly. Without objections.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: First I would

          6  like to ask consent to vote on Land Use issues.

          7                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          8  Without objections so ordered.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: I vote aye on

         10  all Land Use issues.

         11                 I would like to lend my voice to

         12  those supporting the preservation of the community

         13  gardens, crowding and lack of open space and lack of

         14  being able to plant and work in the earth is harmful

         15  to many people.

         16                 I would also like to express my

         17  pleasure at the bill which many of us worked so hard

         18  on in General Welfare which is being voted upon

         19  today, having to do with the homeless shelters.

         20                 I would also like to lend my voice to

         21  the support of the Correction Officers, who as

         22  Councilman Stabile just stated, work under very

         23  adverse conditions and are certainly part of the

         24  uniformed forces that we have to be concerned with.

         25                 I vote aye on all coupled general
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          2  orders.

          3                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          4  Continue the roll call.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Clarke.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: May I be

          7  excused to explain my vote?

          8                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Yes,

          9  Council Member Clarke.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: I just would

         11  like to add my voice to those who support the

         12  community gardens and to thank Council Member Fisher

         13  and Carrion for advancing legislation to protect

         14  those gardens.

         15                 And on SLR 17, I know Correction

         16  officers like to say that they patrol the City's

         17  toughest prisons and those who have had an

         18  opportunity to go to Rikers Island, or even in the

         19  courts and to see the work that they do, know that

         20  they deserve to have both the equity, as well as the

         21  ability in their retirement to enjoy the fruits of

         22  their labor.

         23                 So, I am extremely pleased to extend

         24  my voice and to vote on both of those and to say aye

         25  on all coupled general items.
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          2                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Roll

          3  call.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: White.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Mr. President,

          6  may I currently be excused to be granted permission

          7  to vote on all Land Use items?

          8                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: On

          9  Land Use items, without objection, so ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: I vote aye on

         11  all Land Use items, and I vote aye on all coupled

         12  general orders.

         13                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         14  Continue the roll call, please.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Ognibene.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: May I be

         17  excused to explain my vote?

         18                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Yes,

         19  Council Member Ognibene.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: One issue I

         21  just wanted to raise, I know Council Member Oddo had

         22  referred to SLR 4, and I think our rule is that in

         23  the discussion of general orders, you can only refer

         24  to matters that are on the calendar, but I think in

         25  a person's two minutes when they are speaking about
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          2  why they should explain their -- explaining their

          3  vote, they can refer to any rationale that they use

          4  to determine why they voted yes or no, and that they

          5  shouldn't be cut off because it may refer to other

          6  matters that are not on the calendar.

          7                 I vote no on 631 and aye on all

          8  others.

          9                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         10  Continue the roll call.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Speaker, Mr.

         12  Vallone.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Aye.

         14                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         15  Council Member Freed, do you want to be recognized?

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: While you are

         17  counting that, yes. I just wanted to remind everyone

         18  they should have gotten a letter today from myself

         19  and I think prior to this time they got a letter

         20  from the Museum of Jewish Heritage, reminding people

         21  that directly after this meeting there will be a

         22  special viewing of the exhibit in the Museum of

         23  Jewish Heritage, there will be a reception after

         24  that. It is a very moving exhibit and for people who

         25  haven't seen it, this is an excellent chance to take
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          2  an opportunity to do so, and I would encourage you

          3  all to do so. The buses should be parked on Park Row

          4  to take us there.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: So

          7  noted.

          8                 There are some requests to speak but

          9  let's get the vote tally.

         10                 Has everyone voted? Has everyone had

         11  an opportunity to vote? Okay.

         12                 All of today's coupled general order

         13  items are adopted, 47 in the affirmative, no

         14  negative, no abstention, with the exception of

         15  Resolution 631, 41 affirmative, six negatives and no

         16  abstentions.

         17                 Resolution 650, 46 in the

         18  affirmative, one in the negative, no abstentions.

         19                 Resolution 651, 46 affirmative, and

         20  one negative, no abstention.

         21                 SLR 17, 45 affirmative, one negative,

         22  one abstention.

         23                 Land Use, all Land Use were adopted

         24  47 affirmative votes and no objections.

         25                 Now we move to the portion of our
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          2  calendar, Introduction and Reading of Bills.

          3                 SPEAKER VALLONE: At this time I ask

          4  that all the bills be referred to the Committee as

          5  indicated with the exception of those on for

          6  immediate consideration, starting off with Council

          7  Member Linares, declaring April 30th, 1999, to be

          8  "El Dia de los Ninos: Celebrating Young Americans"

          9  in the City of New York and urging all New Yorkers

         10  to focus their attention on the children of our

         11  city, nation and world.

         12                 Council Member Linares.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Thank you,

         14  Mr. Speaker. I would like --

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Council Members

         16  Linares and Rodriguez, I am sorry.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Yes, thank

         18  you. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

         19                 I would like to ask the Clerk to read

         20  into the record the content of the resolution given

         21  the nature of how we are attempting through this

         22  resolution to embrace all children in the City of

         23  New York.

         24                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Mr.

         25  Clerk, will you read the resolution, please.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            93

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: By Council Member

          3  Linares.

          4                 Whereas; every year on April 30th

          5  nations from around the world, particularly in Latin

          6  America, celebrate El Dia de los Ninos, in

          7  recognition and celebration of children; and

          8                 Whereas; the purpose of El Dia de los

          9  Ninos is to focus our attention on children and to

         10  come together to try to make our world safer,

         11  healthier and filled with as many educational

         12  opportunities and cultural advantages as possible;

         13  and

         14                 Whereas; in Latin American countries

         15  El Dia de los Ninos has traditionally been a day

         16  when people take time to appreciate the great joy,

         17  hope and promise that children bring to our lives;

         18  and

         19                 Whereas; during this special day,

         20  parents, children, educators and all members of

         21  society are encouraged to work together to focus on

         22  the focus on the future of our children and towards

         23  helping them realize their goals aspirations; and

         24                 Whereas; children are indeed the

         25  future of our communities and by designating April
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          2  30th, 1999, El Dia de los Ninos, we accept the

          3  challenge of providing them with the resources they

          4  need to grow and succeed;

          5                 Now, therefore, let it be resolved,

          6  that the Council of the City of New York declares

          7  April 30th, 1999, to be El Dia los Ninos,

          8  celebrating Young Americans in the City of New York

          9  and urges New Yorkers to focus their attention on

         10  children of our City, nation and world.

         11                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: There

         12  has been a reading of Resolution number 741 and a

         13  request for immediate consideration; are there any

         14  objections?

         15                 All in favor of the resolution say

         16  aye.

         17                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

         18                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         19  Opposed?

         20                 The resolution is adopted.

         21                 There being no other immediate

         22  considerations, so we move now to the general

         23  discussion where any item that a member wants to

         24  discuss upwards of two minutes can now be

         25  recognized, and we begin with Council Member
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          2  Boyland.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you,

          4  Mr. Acting Public Advocate.

          5                 My colleagues, I stand here today to

          6  inform the Council on the work of prostate cancer.

          7                 As you know, last Stated Meeting we

          8  passed a resolution declaring Saturday, April 24th,

          9  as Prostate Cancer Screening Day in the Borough of

         10  Brooklyn.

         11                 I am pleased to report that 376 men

         12  were screened at six major hospitals in Central

         13  Brooklyn. Of these 376 men, 108 were diagnosed with

         14  evaluated prostate specific antigen counts. In fact,

         15  one of the constituents, one of my constituents,

         16  told me that he found out about the prostate cancer

         17  screening information through my office and I was

         18  very pleased.

         19                 As you know, widespread dissemination

         20  of information is vital to the detection and

         21  treatment of this condition before it can cause

         22  lasting damage.

         23                 Preventative education is also a

         24  counter effect, an effective way in our communities

         25  to meet our health care crisis that we have and to
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          2  meet our financial responsibility in order to take

          3  care of this issue.

          4                 My colleagues, please join me in

          5  placing continued attention to this silent killer

          6  and I thank you for your attention.

          7                 Thank you, Mr. Public Advocate.

          8                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          9  Council Member Robinson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Thank you

         11  very much, Mr. Chairman Pro-Tem and to the Speaker

         12  and my colleagues.

         13                 As we prepare to review and analyze

         14  the Mayor's budget proposals, we must be aware that

         15  nothing happens in a vacuum. The schools and

         16  community are intertwined. You cannot focus on the

         17  quality of life in particular areas and then neglect

         18  the schools, the hospitals, and fail to provide jobs

         19  with dignity for families, and failure to provide

         20  adequate housing and youth programs and services

         21  except detention.

         22                 My colleagues, let us be more

         23  holistic in our approach, as we review and discuss

         24  and debate the structure of the New York City Board

         25  of Education.
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          2                 The New York City Board of Education

          3  does not need to be blown up, for lack of a better

          4  word, but it needs to be restructured. It needs to

          5  be fixed up so that all of the children of the City

          6  of New York will be able to benefit from it.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          9  Council Member Oddo.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:  Thank you.

         11                 If I could just complete the thought

         12  that I started perhaps inappropriately earlier in

         13  the session. SLR 17, that we voted on, addressed not

         14  only the active Correction Officers, but the

         15  retirees. But there is another group of retirees

         16  from the Parks Department, from the Transit

         17  Authority, who are in need of a variable supplement,

         18  and that is SLR 4, and as a member of the State and

         19  Fed Leg Committee, it is my sincere hope that this

         20  body will take that piece of legislation up as soon

         21  as possible.

         22                 Lastly, yesterday I had the pleasure

         23  of attending a Speakout that our colleague Ken

         24  Fisher and the Youth Services Committee held at New

         25  Dorp High School in my district, and I just want to
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          2  thank my colleagues, Council Member Fisher, Council

          3  Member

          4  Robinson, Council Member Perkins, Council Member

          5  Quinn, for coming out to Staten Island and to listen

          6  to the kids, and hopefully realizing that the youth

          7  of Staten Island have just the same issues and

          8  concerns and problems of the youths in the rest of

          9  the boroughs. So, to my colleagues, I say thank you.

         10                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         11  Council Member Pinkett.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Thank you. I

         13  rise in a way to salute Eileen McKenna. I am of

         14  course among those of us, or all of us, I believe,

         15  who are rather saddened that she is leaving, and yet

         16  I also understand that one must go where one has a

         17  bright future and I know that she will have a bright

         18  future.

         19                 I was nonplused to learn that

         20  unfortunately she was from Queens, but she will

         21  compensate for that by working at least in Brooklyn.

         22  So, life has its variables and there are pluses and

         23  minuses in all things.

         24                 The thing, though, that gave me

         25  greatest pleasure was the fact that I learned
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          2  something that is of great interest to me, and that

          3  is that there is a career ladder in the City

          4  Council, that people can rise in the City Council,

          5  that you can be someone who came in, she said, as a

          6  clerical employee, and then moved up and became an

          7  analyst and then and attorney and now she is going

          8  on, and the next thing I know I will be reading

          9  about Judge McKenna.

         10                 But it has been a pleasure to work

         11  with her, to know her, and I know I speak for all of

         12  the members of Governmental Operations, that she was

         13  indeed a great pleasure to work with and to have

         14  enlightened us about those horrible figures that

         15  come from Finance and to make them clear and plain

         16  for us. And I would like to suggest that we give her

         17  a good standing ovation and say go for it, Eileen.

         18                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         19  Council Member Linares.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Mr. Acting

         21  Public Advocate, I just want to rise to share with

         22  my colleagues and with everyone listening to this

         23  voice, the series of activities that have been

         24  organized in celebrating El Dia de los Ninos,

         25  celebrating Young Americans.
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          2                 On Friday the 30th we are going to

          3  have an activity sponsored by the Office of

          4  Bilingual Education, Board of Education, involving

          5  students, parents and teachers at the Brookdale

          6  Center at 425 West 25th Street in Manhattan in

          7  celebrating of El Dia de los Ninos, followed by Ford

          8  Motor Company Festival for Children, sponsored at

          9  Columbia University, and the Latino students at

         10  Columbia University, the philosophy lawn at the

         11  campus, will sponsor this event from 11:00 in the

         12  morning to 3:00 p.m. There will be a children

         13  carnival celebrated there, followed by an extension

         14  of a carnival that will take place on an open space

         15  at High Bridge Play Center in Northern Manhattan

         16  sponsored by the Community Association of

         17  Progressive Dominicans in conjunction with the

         18  Department of Parks. There will be an extension of

         19  this carnival up in Washington Heights, 174th Street

         20  and Amsterdam Avenue.

         21                 On Saturday, May 1st, Bell Atlantic

         22  and the Girls Council of Greater New York will

         23  sponsor PS 5 in Inwood of Manhattan, 10th Avenue and

         24  Dyckman, again a celebration of our children. And

         25  Saturday, all day, Lectorum Publication (phonetic),
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          2  which is a leading Spanish language book

          3  distributor, on 137 West 14th Street, will be

          4  donating to each child that comes to this store a

          5  free book as part of the celebration, and this is

          6  just the beginning of celebrating our children.

          7                 For next year we expect to have every

          8  Council member celebrating in their district the

          9  entire school system and all of our communities

         10  celebrating our children for the Year 2000. This is

         11  part of not just New York but there are 20 other

         12  cities throughout the United States celebrating

         13  children, and hopefully we will have a date, April

         14  30th, in which the entire nation will celebrate our

         15  children.

         16                 Thank you for your support.

         17                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         18  Council Member McCaffrey.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Mr.

         20  Presiding Officer, let me just indicate that Queens

         21  members and Queens Civic leaders are particularly

         22  concerned by the allocation of police manpower, the

         23  new class that has just come out of the 1,370, less

         24  than 200 are coming to the Borough of Queens,

         25  despite the fact that we are a City of 2 million,
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          2  despite the fact that we have such a large

          3  geographic area, despite the fact that we are

          4  considerably below the City average on 911 response

          5  and that the allocation of manpower certainly, as

          6  had been originally indicated to us, has not come to

          7  pass as something which is a great disappointment.

          8  Borough President Shulman has joined us in

          9  expressing this concern, it is our hope that the

         10  Department will address this even at this 11th hour.

         11                 Thank you very much.

         12                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         13  Council Member Marshall.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: I am sorry

         15  that Councilwoman Pinkett left, but we are very,

         16  very proud to have Eileen McKenna from the great

         17  Borough of Queens.

         18                 Today we honor two Pulitzer Prize

         19  winners who are professors at the City University, I

         20  want everyone to know that we have a crowning star

         21  from the City University, Eileen McKenna went to

         22  Queens College, part of our City University. Another

         23  great attribute to a great institution of learning

         24  when we can produce young people like this, we can

         25  produce people like this, giving them the

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            103

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  opportunities that an urban university uniquely

          3  offers, and that is the opportunity to work and to

          4  go to school in the evenings or how ever it takes to

          5  get to graduate. We must maintain this institution

          6  for Eileen.

          7                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          8  Council Member Fisher.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Thank you.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Thank you very

         11  much, Mr. Presiding Officer Pro-Tem.

         12                 The Speaker already expressed the

         13  condolences of the Council to the families and

         14  victims of the terrible tragedy in Colorado that

         15  recently occurred, I wanted to add a couple of notes

         16  to his comments.

         17                 I have been to Littleton, Colorado.

         18  By coincidence my college roommate was from there

         19  and I had the occasion to visit him. I know the kind

         20  of environment it is. It is the kind of place where

         21  you wouldn't expect anything terrible to happen.

         22                 There is a lesson, though, that I

         23  think we ought not to overlook, and that is that

         24  because these school shootings have happened in

         25  places like Jonesboro and Littleton and other small
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          2  suburban and rural environments, there is a tendency

          3  to think that our children are not at risk also.

          4  Well, I would say to you, my colleagues, that our

          5  young people are at risk in New York City every day,

          6  from gun violence and from violence unfortunately in

          7  the schools and on the streets.

          8                 In the Speakouts that we have been

          9  conducting, the one in Staten Island yesterday was

         10  the most recent, we have had the young people come

         11  towards us and share their concerns about gang

         12  violence and about the easy availability of weapons.

         13                 We will be taking up the budget

         14  pretty soon and one of the items we will be asked to

         15  consider is proposed cuts to the Delinquency

         16  Prevention Programs of this City and almost complete

         17  gutting of those programs.

         18                 I think we need to think twice about

         19  what our priorities are. But I also think that we

         20  need to give some serious thought and some prayer to

         21  the questions or alienation of young people in this

         22  City what causes it, where the responsibilities lie,

         23  and what each of us can do to address that before

         24  these types of incidents come home here in our City,

         25  instead of the way they manifest themselves now. And
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          2  I think that is what I want to make sure that we

          3  understand is, that young people are at risk in New

          4  York City right now, and we have to deal with this

          5  here and as well as nationally.

          6                 Thank you very much.

          7                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: There

          8  being no other requests to speak at this time, and

          9  no other business to be brought before this body,

         10  this meeting is adjourned.

         11                 (Hearing concluded at 3:25 p.m.)
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