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THE COUNCIL

REPORT OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE DIVISION

MARY MASTROPAOLO, DIRECTOR

COMMITTEE ON PARKS, RECREATION, CULTURAL AFFAIRS AND

INTERNATIONAL INTERGROUP RELATIONS

Council Member Wendell Foster, Chairman

July 23, 2001

INT. NO. 622:
By: Council Member Quinn; also Council Member O’Donovan

TITLE:
In relation to an intersection name, John Bigelow Plaza, Borough of Manhattan.

INTENT:
This legislation would add, through the posting of an additional sign, the name “John Bigelow Plaza” to the intersection of 41st Street and Fifth Avenue.

COMMENT:

The following biographical material was supplied by Council Member Quinn and City Finance Department Commissioner Andrew Eristoff.  

John Bigelow was born on November 25, 1817 at Malden-on-Hudson, New York.  He attended Union College from 1834 to 1835 and was a lawyer in private practice from 1835 through 1848.  

John Bigelow was part owner and editor, with William Cullen Bryant, of the New York Evening Post from 1848 through 1861.  During his tenure at the Post, John Bigelow wrote many editorials supporting free trade and denouncing slavery.  He was active in the formation of the new anti-slavery Republican Party (1854) and author of a campaign biography for the Party’s first presidential nominee, Col. John C. Fremont (1856).

In 1850, John Bigelow married Jane Tunis Poultney with whom he had eight children.  

In 1861, John Bigelow was appointed by President Abraham Lincoln to be Consul at Paris and, from 1864 through 1865, he served as Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to the Court of Napoleon III.  As a diplomat, he was instrumental in blocking the Confederate States’ shipbuilding efforts and diplomatic initiatives and in discouraging Napoleon III from undertaking an expedition to Mexico in support of Maximillian.

John Bigelow was elected New York State’s Secretary of State in 1875, running as a Democrat on a ticket with Governor Samuel Tilden.  As a staunch supporter of the Panama Canal, he played an important role in resolving the dispute over the final route of the Canal.  

As Executor of Governor Tilden’s estate, and Trustee of the Tilden Trust, John Bigelow brought the private Astor and Lenox libraries together under the auspices of a new New York Public Library, which he served as its’ first president.

John Bigelow authored or edited over 88 works and manuscripts, including: Life of Franklin (1874), The Works of Benjamin Franklin, in ten volumes (ed. 1887-88), France and The Confederate Navy (1888), biographies of Eduard Laboulaye {with Fredric Auguste-Bartholdi designed The Statute of Liberty} (1889) and Samuel Tilden (1895) and Retrospections of an Active Life, a five-volume autobiography (1909 and 1913).  

John Bigelow also served as the First President of the Board of Trustees of the New York Law School.

He died on December 19, 1911 in New York City.

Manhattan Community Board No. 5 supports this intersection designation.

It is particularly fitting, in light of John Bigelow’s role in the creation of the New York Public Library, that the location to be designated through this proposed local law is an intersection outside the main branch of the New York Public Library. 
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