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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I just wanted

          3  to introduce myself. My name is Council Member

          4  Charles Barron, and we have a very, very special

          5  ceremonial today. We are going to ask Deidre Farmer

          6  Pearlman, Mary Lacy Madison and Andre Carrington to

          7  come forward at this time, and these are plaintiffs

          8  in a historic suit for reparation. So, please give

          9  them a round of applause as we welcome them to the

         10  City Council.

         11                 And we're going to ask that the

         12  lawyers, Roger Wareham, and we also would like

         13  Robert Barber to come, also a plaintiff in a New

         14  Jersey suit. Viola Plummer, from the December 12th

         15  movement, to join us and all members that they think

         16  should be here from the legal team, to come forward.

         17                 This is a lawsuit that calls Aetna

         18  and Fleet Bank of Boston and CSX, the Railroad, to

         19  pay reparations for the unjust profiting during that

         20  crime against humanity slavery, both for the

         21  ancestors and this county. And these three

         22  plaintiffs were bold enough to come forward and file

         23  a suit, and we just want to congratulate you for

         24  that, honor you for that, and we'll have Victor

         25  Robles read the resolution, or proclamation.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          3  of New York, Proclamation.

          4                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          5  New York recognizes Deidre Farmer Pearlman, Mary

          6  Lacy Madison, Andre Carrington, and all others

          7  similarly situated for their courage in challenging

          8  the enduring injury of enslavement in their lawsuit

          9  against Fleet Boston, CSX and Aetna, Incorporated,;

         10  and

         11                 Whereas: Over 8 million Africans and

         12  their descendants were enslaved in the United States

         13  from 1619 to 1865, and by the end of the

         14  Transatlantic Slave Trade, somewhere between eight

         15  and 12 million Africans had arrived in the new world

         16  to be sold off as slaves; and

         17                 Whereas: As many as 12 million my

         18  have perished in the journey;

         19                 In addition to those who lived only

         20  to lead the deadly life of a slave, and to endure

         21  the wholesale destruction of their culture and

         22  families resulting from their captivity, wounds that

         23  have been devastating consequences reaching to this

         24  very day;

         25                 Whereas: The horror of enslavement
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          2  was not confined to the south, but also encompasses

          3  the Dutch Colony City of New Amsterdam that later

          4  became New York City, where slaves were integral in

          5  building structures, such as Trinity Church, the

          6  City streets, the wall for which Wall Street takes

          7  its name;

          8                 Whereas: Slavery viewed the

          9  prosperity of the young nation by providing as much

         10  as $40 million in unpaid labor which some estimate

         11  to have appreciated to a common value of more than

         12  $1 trillion;

         13                 Whereas: The Defendants in the action

         14  are incorporated entities that have allegedly used

         15  and/or profited from slave labor and have retained

         16  the benefits and use of these profits and products

         17  derived from that slave labor, and which allegedly

         18  know that the Plaintiff class was subject to

         19  physical and mental abuse and inhumane treatment;

         20                 Whereas: Deidre Farmer Pearlman, Mary

         21  Lacy Madison, Andre Carrington has brought a class

         22  action suit against Fleet Boston, CSX and Aetna,

         23  Incorporated in the United States District Court for

         24  Eastern District of New York, on behalf of all the

         25  defendants of African-American slaves seeking for
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          2  the ancestries of slavery and the cruelty aftermath

          3  it has engendered; and

          4                 Be it known, that the Council

          5  recognize Deidre Farmer Pearlman, Mary Lacy Madison,

          6  Andre Carrington for their courage and conviction.

          7                 Signed this 24th day of April in the

          8  Year of 2002, Leroy Comrie, Majority Whip, 27th

          9  District, Queens; Charles Barron, 42nd Council

         10  District, Brooklyn; Bill Perkins, Deputy Majority

         11  Leader, 9th Council District, Manhattan.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you.

         13                 We just want to take another quick

         14  minute. Can I have your attention just for another

         15  quick minute? Miss Madison is 91 years old, and

         16  certainly it is a delight for her to address you

         17  very briefly.

         18                 MS. MADISON: Well, I'm glad that so

         19  many of you are here today, and I hope this happens

         20  in our time, it could be next year, right now, we

         21  should not have to wait any longer.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: And Miss

         24  Pearlman, who has done so much research on this to

         25  make a lot of this possible.
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          2                 MS. PEARLMAN: On behalf of our

          3  ancestors who have become us, who were enslaved in

          4  the City, I thank you. It is indeed an honor to be

          5  recognized at this point. The first salvo I would

          6  say in this struggle to end the struggle for

          7  reparations. I thank you very much for this

          8  recognition and I also thank Councilman Charles

          9  Barron, who has been a tremendous force in this

         10  struggle for reparation, and in fighting the

         11  vestiges of slavery in New York City and around the

         12  country. Thank you very much, Council Member Barron.

         13                 MR. CARRINGTON: I'd just like to say

         14  I'm honored to be a part of this momentous and

         15  historical event, and as she said, I'd like to hope

         16  it takes place this year, not in the future.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

         18  much.

         19                 A special acknowledgment to the

         20  December 12th Movement, Miss Viola Plummer went to

         21  Africa to all of the conferences to make sure that

         22  the Transatlantic Slave Trade is considered a crime

         23  against humanity which makes these legal suits

         24  possible, and to attorney Roger Wareham, for all the

         25  work that they've done around the world. We
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          2  acknowledge you and we thank you 100 percent for

          3  your cooperation.

          4                 And Attorney Eagen, we thank you for

          5  the assistance, the courage for telling us what

          6  happened with the Holocaust suit and now he is here

          7  to support us in our suit, our legal, navigating the

          8  legal waters of that, we thank you also for your

          9  support and your contribution. Thank you very much.

         10                 Okay, the next will be Minority

         11  Leader, Council Member Oddo.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Council Member

         13  Oddo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you, Mr.

         15  Clerk.

         16                 My colleagues, the definition of a

         17  hero has certainly changed after September 11th. I

         18  think there was a point in time in this culture that

         19  we thought athletes and rock stars and maybe even

         20  politicians were heroes, some politicians at least,

         21  and that certainly was displaced by the

         22  firefighters, by the police officers, by the EMS

         23  workers, by the construction workers, all the folks

         24  that really demonstrate that they're our every day

         25  heroes.
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          2                 Today I want to hopefully amend that

          3  definition of hero in your mind to include a

          4  ten-year-old girl from Staten Island, and I want to

          5  tell you about her story. But before I do that I

          6  want to tell you one other quick story.

          7                 When Ronald Reagan was Governor, he

          8  was in a meeting with Michael Deaver and they were

          9  discussing something and Regan got up and out of

         10  nowhere said to, stand behind me, I want to explain

         11  to you what the Heimlich Maneuver is, and Deaver was

         12  a little bit taken aback by it because he didn't

         13  want anyone walking in and seeing him doing the

         14  Heimlich to the Governor who was then a presidential

         15  candidate. And Reagan explained it to him. Two

         16  months later Reagan was on a jet flying across the

         17  country campaigning, and he had the same routine

         18  that he would do when he would get on the jet. He

         19  would get a Diet Coke and he would get a bag of

         20  peanuts and he would literally pop the peanuts in

         21  his mouth. Well, one day he was popping a peanut in

         22  his mouth as the jet was taking off and a peanut was

         23  lodged in his throat and he started turning all

         24  different shades and Nancy freaked out and Secret

         25  Service folks freaked out and Reagan kind of brushed
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          2  them all away and looked at Deaver and Deaver

          3  realized that Reagan was choking and Deaver turned

          4  him around and did the Heimlich Maneuver.

          5                 Well, there is a little girl on

          6  Staten Island who is a student at a school in my

          7  district, PS 41, a school that has another unsung

          8  hero, one of our great principals, Mrs. Muradas, and

          9  there are some other unsung heroes, some great

         10  teachers, and last year Shannon Price was taught how

         11  to do the Heimlich Maneuver. Now, I asked Shannon

         12  earlier if she ever thought that she would have to

         13  use it, and she said, quite confidently, she thought

         14  she would. I don't think Deaver actually thought he

         15  would ever need it, and I don't know if Sharon ever

         16  thought she would actually ever need it, but a

         17  couple of weeks ago, Shannon, who was upstairs in

         18  her parents' house and her little brother Tommy was

         19  playing, and Tommy had a piece of candy in his

         20  mouth, I guess equivalent to a gummy bear, and Tommy

         21  started crying, and Shannon realized that her

         22  younger brother was choking, and this wonderful

         23  ten-year-old girl turned her brother around, did her

         24  version of the Heimlich and that gummy bear shot out

         25  of this kid's mouth and she literally saved her
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          2  brother.

          3                 And what I wanted to do today was

          4  certainly pay tribute to her, but also pay tribute

          5  to some other folks.

          6                 And, you know, when we criticize a

          7  bureaucracy, the Board of Education, we don't mean

          8  to criticize the people that make it up. Every day

          9  heroes, our teachers and our principals. And I just

         10  want, I brought together some folks, and I just want

         11  to pay tribute to them, and I also want to pay

         12  tribute to the nurse who was at the school, who

         13  taught Shannon how to do the Heimlich.

         14                 So, if I may ask the following folks

         15  to come up, certainly Terry Price, Shannon's mom,

         16  Bob Price, Shannon's dad, Shannon's brother

         17  Alexander, Tommy, of course, with no gummy bears.

         18  Robert Price, Sr., who was Shannon's proud

         19  grandfather, Shannon's friend Nicole, Ms. Muradas,

         20  the Principal at PS 41, Shannon's fifth grade

         21  teacher Diane Toomey, Shannon's fourth grade teacher

         22  Susan Alvarez, and Nancy Allert -- I hope I

         23  pronounced that correctly, Nancy -- who was the

         24  nurse who taught Shannon the Heimlich Maneuver. And

         25  I think there are some other folks from DOH who are
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          2  here. Are they in fact here? Linda Mae, Christine

          3  Roche, Suzanne Shea, Joan Rondon and Linda Fury. If

          4  all you folks could come up, and we'll have the

          5  clerk read this wonderful proclamation.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          7  of New York, Proclamation.

          8                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          9  New York is proud and pleased to honor Shannon Price

         10  for her heroism and presence of mind in rescuing the

         11  young life of her brother and commend her for her

         12  timely and life-saving intervention;

         13                 Whereas: The saving of a life is

         14  always worthy of recognition, and the lifesaver

         15  always worthy of honor and accolade; and

         16                 Whereas: It is even more remarkable

         17  when that lifesaver is of such a young age - a

         18  ten-year-old girl, who had only presence of mind and

         19  quickness of wit to draw from; and

         20                 Whereas: Shannon Price is just such a

         21  lifesaver, a very special person, who saved the life

         22  of her choking brother using the Heimlich Maneuver;

         23  and

         24                 Whereas: Shannon Price received

         25  training in how to utilize the Heimlich maneuver,
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          2  thanks to the efforts of Nancy Allert, RN, an

          3  employee of the Department of Health, Principal

          4  Muradas and Shannon's teachers, Ms. Alvarez and Ms.

          5  Toomey; and

          6                 Whereas: Without her timely

          7  intervention, the consequences of young Tommy Price

          8  could have been terrible; and

          9                 Whereas: This Council recognizes

         10  those individuals whose actions have saved lives;

         11  now, therefore

         12                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         13  City of New York honors Shannon Price for her

         14  courage, compassion and quick-wittedness.

         15                 Signed this 19th day of April in the

         16  year Two Thousand and Two, Gifford Miller, Speaker

         17  For The Entire Council; James Oddo, Minority Leader,

         18  Council Member, 50th District, Staten Island;

         19  Michael E. McMahon, Council Member, 49th District,

         20  Staten Island; and Andrew J. Lanza, Council Member,

         21  51st District, Staten Island.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Mr. Clerk.

         23                 Shannon, we're so glad that you and

         24  your family are here today, and we want to hear from

         25  you for just one second. But before we hear from
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          2  you, we want to hear from Nancy Allert, who is a

          3  Registered Nurse, just to say a few words, because,

          4  you know, we in the Council have long been

          5  supporters of Registered Nurses being in the school

          6  system in order to be able to provide critical

          7  services, and we just think it's fabulous that our

          8  confidence in that program is so obviously displayed

          9  in saving a life here and so many others elsewhere.

         10                 MS. ALLERT: I just wanted to

         11  congratulate Shannon again. We've made a big deal

         12  out of it at our school, as rightfully should be,

         13  and I'm just very glad that she was able to put into

         14  use what I taught her last year.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Shannon, do you want

         16  to say a few words?

         17                 MS. PRICE: Thank you.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Well, thank you.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Thank you,

         20  all.

         21                 Could Council Member Felder come

         22  forward, and Mayor Pindrus.

         23                 My colleagues, it's with great

         24  pleasure that we are being visited today by the

         25  Mayor of Beitar Illit, Mayor Yitzchak Pindrus, and
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          2  we in the Council are particularly pleased that the

          3  Mayor has felt that his town City is safe enough

          4  that he could join us in New York during this very,

          5  very difficult time, and we're very honored to have

          6  his presence here. I know that Council Member Felder

          7  arranged for his visit here to the Council Chambers

          8  and would like to say a few words. But let me just

          9  say on behalf of the Council that we welcome you and

         10  we are thrilled that you're here and understand that

         11  the work that you do every day in protecting the

         12  citizens of your City is critically important to the

         13  peace in the Middle East and to us here in New York,

         14  and we're so grateful that you're here to share with

         15  many of the other families, family members who, I

         16  understand almost ten percent of your City comes

         17  from New York City, and that's a tremendous number

         18  and creates the sorts of ties that binds our

         19  communities together, and I want to thank you for

         20  being here and allow Council Member Felder to say a

         21  few words as well.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I'll say a few

         23  words because we're behind schedule.

         24                 This is an honor having Mayor Pindrus

         25  here with us. Just to give you a brief summary,
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          2  Beitar is a City of more than 25,000 people,

          3  Comptroller McCall was there recently, and was

          4  amazed by what he saw, and it's an honor having the

          5  Mayor here with the Deputy Mayor at this time, as we

          6  tell everybody that we are with you in spirit, not

          7  physically, and we pray that things will be safe

          8  with you everywhere in the world and that God should

          9  bring peace to everyone.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Thank you. If the

         11  clerk could read the resolution -- proclamation,

         12  rather.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         14  of New York, Proclamation.

         15                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         16  New York is proud and pleased to welcome to our City

         17  the honorable Yitzchak Pindrus, Mayor of Beitar

         18  Illit; and

         19                 Whereas: A former New Yorker, the

         20  Honorable Yitzchak Pindrus is now Mayor of Beitar

         21  Illit; and

         22                 Whereas: Hundreds of New Yorkers and

         23  thousands of families now call Beitar Illit their

         24  home, and Mayor Pindrus has been a committed

         25  advocate on their behalf; and
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          2                 Whereas: At such a tumultuous and

          3  dangerous time, it is important to stand together;

          4  and

          5                 Whereas: There is a strong bond of

          6  fellowship between our communities; now, therefore

          7                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          8  City of New York recognizes the Honorable Yitzchak

          9  Pindrus Mayor of Beitar Illit.

         10                 Signed this 24th day of April in the

         11  year Two Thousand and Two.  Simcha Felder, Council

         12  Member, 44th District, Brooklyn; Gifford Miller,

         13  Speaker For The Entire Council; David Weprin,

         14  Council Member, 23rd District, Queens; Bill

         15  DeBlasio, Council Member, 39th District, Brooklyn;

         16  Michael C. Nelson, Council Member, 48th District,

         17  Brooklyn.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Mr. Mayor, if you

         19  would like to say a few words we would be honored.

         20                 MAYOR PINDRUS: I would like to thank

         21  the Speaker of the City Council for having us over

         22  here in the City Hall and for the support he gave us

         23  in the City of New York, the members of the City

         24  Hall of New York are giving in their hard times now

         25  when they are standing under terror in these times,
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          2  and it gives us a lot of spirit to stand in these

          3  times, as you know from your experience how hard it

          4  is to stand in these times, and I want to thank him,

          5  and I want to think the Member Simcha for having me

          6  over here and getting me as guest of the Speaker of

          7  the City.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you very much.

          9  Thank you for being here. We hope you'll come again

         10  soon.

         11                 If Council Members Martinez and Reyna

         12  could come forward.

         13                 Council Member Martinez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Right here,

         15  sir.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Okay, the next

         17  ceremonial is to honor the El Colegio Dominicano

         18  DePeriodistas, and we'll ask Council Member Martinez

         19  to say a few words first.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here on this

         21  day the El Colegio Dominicano DePeriodistas is

         22  celebrating their anniversary week, and on this

         23  occasion we see it properly to bring them to the

         24  City Council and award them with a City Council

         25  Proclamation for their work and dedication in the
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          2  Dominican Community, for not only the Dominican

          3  Community but the Latino Community. They are

          4  newspaper men and women by trade and who come to the

          5  Dominican Republic and continue to work in the

          6  newspaper and the media in the City of New York to

          7  promote the arts and the culture of the various

          8  Latino community, and also to keep our community

          9  up-to-date with the issues that are important to us.

         10                 I'm going to have Council Member

         11  Reyna say a few words, if I can, Speaker?

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Well, I just

         13  wanted to take a moment to congratulate my people,

         14  as far as not having to give down as far as what

         15  they've given up for so many years studying to

         16  become professionals in their own country, and once

         17  they come here they have to give it all up because

         18  they have to provide for their families.

         19                 This is a tribute to those of you who

         20  continue to believe that you can stand by your

         21  beliefs of being a true professionalism, once you

         22  get to this country. Thank you for not having given

         23  that up, and I hope many of our other Dominicans do

         24  learn from you to continue their career here in the

         25  United States.
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          2                 I commend you, I salute you for all

          3  the work you do, and I hope it continues for years

          4  on end.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: If the Clerk could

          7  read the resolution -- proclamation.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          9  of New York, Proclamation.

         10                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         11  New York is proud and pleased to honor El Colegio

         12  Dominicano dePeriodistas, for its many contributions

         13  to the civic life of this community and to the City

         14  of New York; and

         15                 Whereas, El Colegio Dominicano

         16  dePeriodistas is a professional organization

         17  dedicated to the advancing the professional

         18  development of its members and for preserving the

         19  inviolable principle of freedom of expression; and

         20                 Whereas: El Colegio Dominicano

         21  dePeriodistas has approximately 100 affiliates in

         22  the New York/New Jersey area, and was incorporated

         23  by the home office in the Dominican Republic as a

         24  branch chapter on February 27, 1997, with 2,346

         25  members; and
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          2                 Whereas: In New York, El Colegio

          3  works to promote networking among its members and

          4  serves as both forum and advocate for their needs

          5  and interests; and

          6                 Whereas: El Colegio contributes to

          7  the community thorugh a variety of communications

          8  workshops, as well as conferences and fora on

          9  community and professional issues; and

         10                 Whereas: The Board of the New York

         11  Branch Office of El Colegio Dominicano dePeriodistas

         12  is composed of President Adalberto Dominguez,

         13  Vice-President Nita Adams, Organizational Secretary

         14  Maya LaPaz, Financial Secretary Anibal Paradis and

         15  Corresponding Secretary Manuel Amadis; and

         16                 Whereas: El Colegio Dominicano

         17  dePeriodistas is an asset to the community and to

         18  the journalistic life of the City of New York; now,

         19  therefore,

         20                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         21  City of New York honors El Colegio Dominicano

         22  DePeriodistas for its many achievements.

         23                 Signed this 24th day of April in the

         24  year Two Thousand and Two. Gifford Miller, Speaker

         25  For the Entire Council; Miguel Martinez, Council
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          2  Member, 10th District, Manhattan; Diana Reyna,

          3  Council Member, 34th District, Brooklyn.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

          5                 We'd like to ask President Adalberto

          6  Dominguez to say a few words.

          7                 PRESIDENT DOMINGUEZ: Thank you very

          8  much, the President and Council Member. (In

          9  Spanish.)

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Let's call

         12  the meeting to order. Can we have the roll call,

         13  please.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Present.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Davis.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Present.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Diaz.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Present.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Present.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Golden.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Presente'.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rodriguez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: We have a

         21  quorum. Please rise for today's invocation given by

         22  Rabbi Alan Blaine of Temple Beth-El.

         23                 RABBI BLAINE: Mr. Speaker, members of

         24  the City Council, guests, my own Councilman Joseph

         25  Addabbo: We gather here at this City Council session

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            28

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  in the shadow of the massive terrorism against our

          3  City not yet one year old, and at a time of great

          4  change and upheaval in our City, in our nation, and

          5  in the world;

          6                 We ask God's blessings and God's

          7  guidance. May we learn well and wisely to use both

          8  the gifts of men and God to further citizenship and

          9  service, and to pursue the purposes of democratic

         10  living and freedom for all human kind;

         11                 We thank God for the inspiration of

         12  our nation and our City's history for the courage

         13  that sustained it's builders, the heroism that

         14  inspired its fighters for freedom, the enterprise

         15  which built its cities, the arts which express the

         16  beauty and meaning of our way of life, the just laws

         17  and free institutions which this City Council

         18  deliberates and which enable us to work together in

         19  peace and in harmony;

         20                 May the task of the City Council be

         21  based on justice, and illuminated by truth, marked

         22  by idealism and faithful service to community, to

         23  city, to God and to nation;

         24                 Grant us strength in our

         25  deliberations, that we may neither despair nor

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            29

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  surrender in an age in which our City's problems are

          3  so many, and endow us with humility to know that our

          4  solutions may be uncertain and fallible with

          5  setbacks and resistance, yet justice will prevail,

          6  and out of justice will come a better New York;

          7                 Through these deliberations, may we

          8  be granted the ability to unite our fellow New

          9  Yorkers with the will to build a better tomorrow;

         10                 God bless our nation and God bless

         11  the City of New York, amen.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Addabbo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Thank you,

         15  Madam Public Advocate.

         16                 I want to thank Rabbi Blaine for

         17  coming all the way across the water, from the

         18  Rockaway Peninsula.

         19                 The Rockaway Peninsula is going

         20  through a time of healing, suffering not only from

         21  the 9/11 loss that they witnessed, but also

         22  witnessing, the crash of Flight 587, American

         23  Airlines, and I want to thank Rabbi Blaine for

         24  aiding that area in its time of healing, and I make

         25  a motion to spread the invocation in full upon the
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          2  record.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: If there are

          5  no objections, it is so ordered.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 Council Member Katz.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Madam Public

          9  Advocate, my colleagues, many of you have seen two

         10  children with me today. They have won a contest at

         11  my old alma mater at PS 144 in Forest Hills, Queens.

         12  I graduated many eons ago it seems, but Charles and

         13  Julia Mackey, who are sitting next to me here today,

         14  and their mother, Dorothy Hettinger -- their mother,

         15  Doris Mackey, and grandmother, Dorothy Hettinger,

         16  are up there in the balcony, and they donated money

         17  to the public school system in order to follow a

         18  Council Member around for the day and I would just

         19  like Public Advocate and my colleagues to welcome

         20  them, and give them the privileges of the House.

         21                 Thank you very much.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Adoption of

         23  Minutes?

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Messages and
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          2  Papers from the Mayor.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 63.

          4  Communication from the Mayor. Expense revenue

          5  contract.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 64.

          8  Communication from the Mayor. Executive capital

          9  budget.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 65.

         12  Communication from the Mayor. Proposed community

         13  development program.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 66.

         16  Communication from the Mayor, Executive Budget

         17  supporting schedules.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 67.

         20  Communication from the Mayor. Capital commitment

         21  plan, Executive Budget.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 68.

         24  Communication from the Mayor. Executive budget,

         25  geographic reports.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER CHERRY: M 69.

          4  Communication from the Mayor, Executive Capital

          5  budget.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 70.

          8  Communication from the Mayor. Budget summary and

          9  message of the Mayor in relation to Executive

         10  Budget.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         13  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         16  and Communications.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land use

         19  Call-ups.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 71. By

         21  Council Member Koppell. Application number 020013

         22  PPX.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on call-up

         24  vote.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 72. By

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            33

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Council Member Sanders.

          3                 Applications number 20020078 ZSQ; and

          4  020079 PSQ.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on Call-Up

          6  Vote.

          7                 At this point I'd ask the Clerk to

          8  call the roll on the Call-Up votes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Diaz.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Si'.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Aye on

          9  all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Yes on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes to all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Golden.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         22  all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rodriguez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Yes on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         22  Communication from the Speaker.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Madam Public Advocate

         24  --

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use is
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          2  adopted by 50 in the affirmative, no in the

          3  negative.

          4                 Mr. Speaker.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Madam

          6  Public Advocate.

          7                 I'd like to make a couple of notes

          8  and then allow Chairman Vallone to say a few words

          9  on the subject of the Resolution that is coming out

         10  of the Public Safety Committee.

         11                 But, first, let me just note for my

         12  colleagues and for the public that the budget

         13  hearings will begin on May 9th, and that the

         14  schedule is attached to the agenda for today and is

         15  also available on our website, or by calling our

         16  office. May 9th we will begin another round of

         17  hearings on the Mayor's Executive Budget, and we

         18  certainly encourage members of the public to come

         19  and to testify and to be a part of that process.

         20                 In addition, I want to note there is

         21  a new date for Stated Councils in May. They have

         22  been amended to May 8th and May 21st. So, those are

         23  the new dates for the Stated Council schedule for

         24  the month of May.

         25                 And, finally, I would like to call on
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          2  Council Member, or rather Chairman Vallone, to say a

          3  few words about the resolution that are part of the

          4  general order calendar coming out of his committee.

          5                 Council Member Vallone.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you,

          7  Mr. Speaker.

          8                 I'd like to briefly say how proud I

          9  am of the members of the Public Safety Committee for

         10  acting so quickly and unanimously on these two

         11  resolutions. The first calls for the Department of

         12  Justice to extend the funding for the COPS Program,

         13  which provides needed federal funds right now, while

         14  the second calls on the federal government to change

         15  the FEMA guidelines to completely reimburse New York

         16  City for the costs that we've expended as a direct

         17  result of 9/11.

         18                 As I said before, the federal

         19  government has failed in its responsibility to

         20  protect New York and now we must not let it fail in

         21  its responsibility to make us whole.

         22                 The City Council Public Safety

         23  Committee has determined that there is over $500

         24  million in costs that have not yet been reimbursed,

         25  almost 200 million of that comes from police regular
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          2  straight time, which means we've had police officers

          3  on the street since 9/11 working nine to five which

          4  are not covered.

          5                 Testimony revealed that 500 officers

          6  of the day are doing duty at Fresh Kills or at the

          7  morgue or at the site, which right now presently is

          8  not covered by the FEMA guidelines.

          9                 This resolution has the full support

         10  of Senator Schumer, Clinton and all of our

         11  representatives, and I look to the full support of

         12  the body today.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: I just also would

         15  like to bring to the attention of my colleagues that

         16  we are voting on an important piece of legislation,

         17  civil rights legislation, Intro. 24. It was the

         18  product of a great deal of work, of a number of

         19  Council members and also the Committee on General

         20  Welfare which will amend the Administrative

         21  Code in order to make it completely clear the

         22  transgendered individuals are covered by our city's

         23  human rights law, and also amending the

         24  Administrative Code in the City of New York in

         25  relation to the annual disclosure of financial
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          2  interests to make clear the intention of the law,

          3  that those who are not in management positions, such

          4  as sergeants in the Police Department, and others,

          5  are not intended to have to fill out financial

          6  disclosure forms, and a couple of other items.

          7                 So, I recommend these items to my

          8  colleagues and urge a yes vote and thank all of you

          9  for your support.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         11  of General Orders.

         12                 None.

         13                 Report of Special Committees.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Report of

         16  Standing Committees.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

         18  Committee on General Welfare.

         19                 Intro. 24, gender-based

         20  discrimination.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         22  order.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         24  Committee on Public Safety.

         25                 Reso 144-A. Officer salaries for
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          2  Fiscal Years 2003, 2004, under the COP program.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

          4  under general order.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso 145-A.

          6  Reimbursement of NYPD for all expenses incurred

          7  during the attack on the World Trade Towers.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

          9  under general order.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER CHERRY: Reports of the

         11  Committee on Standard and Ethics.

         12                 Preconsidered Intro. 181, annual

         13  disclosure.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         15  Order Calendar, with Message of Necessity.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports on the

         17  Committee of State and Federal Leg.

         18                 SLR 33. Requesting New York State

         19  Legislature to pass bills S.5842-A and A.10357.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

         21  order.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         23  Order Calendar.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

         25  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on general

          3  order.

          4                 At this point I'd ask for the clerk

          5  to call the roll.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Pass.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Yes to all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Davis.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Yes on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: May I be
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          2  excused to explain my vote?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member DeBlasio.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you.

          6                 As Chairman of the General Welfare

          7  Committee, I rise in support of Intro. 24, which

          8  passed out of the Committee yesterday.

          9                 Now, I want to assure everyone in

         10  this room, in this era of fiscal constraint, and we

         11  hear somewhat from Mayor Bloomberg and Deputy Mayor

         12  Doctoroff about the financial concerns facing the

         13  City, let me say that this bill, Intro. 24, will

         14  have zero negative financial impact on New York

         15  City. So, let's start with that.

         16                 But let me say on a more serious note

         17  that this is a matter of fundamental human rights,

         18  and supporting the transgender rights bill will

         19  allow us to clarify the New York City Human Rights

         20  Law in a profoundly important manner.

         21                 I had the honor of being involved

         22  during the Dinkins' Administration in the effort to

         23  create a domestic partnership executive order, and I

         24  had the honor to work with this City Council when it

         25  passed the domestic partnership law, and those were

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            45

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  both fundamental steps forward in favor of human

          3  rights.

          4                 We have the opportunity to do that

          5  again today with Intro. 24 and I urge all my

          6  colleagues to support it.

          7                 On another equally important matter

          8  of basic human rights, I want to commend Council

          9  Member Oddo for his introduction today related to

         10  continuing the effort to protect our public health,

         11  and I'll speak to that later.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 That's aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Diaz.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Pass.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTIN-DILAN: Aye on

         18  all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye on all,

         21  except Intro. 24 I vote no.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Yes on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Madam

          4  Public Advocate, may I be temporarily excused to

          5  explain my vote?

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOTBAUM: I vote aye on

          8  all coupled general orders, except no on Intro. 24.

          9                 I think the human rights law already

         10  provides protection based on actual or perceived

         11  gender or sexual orientation, so, therefore, I think

         12  that this is redundant legislation and doesn't need

         13  to be before this body.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: May I be

         20  excused to explain my vote?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you,

         23  Madam Public Advocate.

         24                 I am proud to rise to support Intro.

         25  24, which will clarify our City Human Rights law
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          2  prohibiting discrimination on the basis of gender,

          3  including gender identity, self-image appearance

          4  behavior and expression.

          5                 Madam Public Advocate and fellow

          6  colleagues, we all know that one of the vicious of

          7  forms of discrimination still in our society and our

          8  City is that on the basis of how one comports

          9  oneself, how one manifests one's identity. We know

         10  this takes place in schools with taunting and

         11  teasing and we know it takes place in the workplace

         12  and in other modes of social interaction,

         13  unfortunately.

         14                 By passing this legislation, we will

         15  make a significant step forward in our progress

         16  towards full and universal civil rights, and for a

         17  community which includes and respects the

         18  individuality of each member of our society.

         19                 I, therefore, am proud to support

         20  this introduction and I call upon my colleagues to

         21  join me in doing so. And my vote is aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes to all, and

         24  very proudly to Intro. 24.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Golden.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: No on Intro.

          3  24; aye on all others.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye on all,

         14  except no on Intro. 24.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes on Intro. 24,

         17  and yes on the others as well.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Pass.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on
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          2  all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Pass.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Pass.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: May I be excused

         17  to explain my vote --

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: -- Madam Public

         20  Advocate? Thank you very much.

         21                 I want to vote aye on all. I want to

         22  applaud our Speaker and the majority of my

         23  colleagues in government who have recognized a very

         24  simple fact, that justice should never be denied to

         25  anybody, because if it's denied to anybody, it is
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          2  denied to all. It is a plain and simple fact.

          3                 I want to thank the transgendered

          4  community for not only having had the courage to

          5  sustain the vollies of ignorance and the accusations

          6  of it doesn't matter, to put their dignity and

          7  integrity on the line over and over again, in spite

          8  of the fact that many of us as elected officials

          9  didn't have to demonstrate the same dignity to them.

         10                 So, I want to thank them for that,

         11  and I want to thank them for the courage that

         12  they've demonstrated in living their lives proudly,

         13  in spite of the ridicule that so many people in this

         14  society want to give them.

         15                 And, so, whenever we say to people

         16  why don't you just change, remember the parts of our

         17  own lives that people have tried to say to us,

         18  shouldn't be out there, should be extinguished, the

         19  heart and soul of who we are and, therefore, it's

         20  the heart and soul of what we are as government to

         21  recognize and to lay claim to the right of every

         22  individual and to recognize and identify themselves

         23  as who they are.

         24                 Thank you very much.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I very proudly

          5  vote aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rodriguez.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Madam

         12  Publice Advocate, may I be excused temporarily to

         13  explain my vote?

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes. Yes,

         15  Mr. Seabrook.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you,

         17  Madam President.

         18                 I think it's important for us to look

         19  at this piece of legislation today to see what human

         20  rights is about.

         21                 Some 37 years ago we, as black people

         22  in America, were legalized second-class citizens by

         23  the laws of states and this nation, until there was

         24  a civil rights bill.

         25                 Remember, the first civil rights bill
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          2  was not in 1965, but in 1867 and it was 100 years of

          3  incorrectness that went on before the second civil

          4  rights bill that actually took place.

          5                 It is important for us to understand

          6  that this is America, and America affords everyone

          7  the right and opportunity to do and be whatever it

          8  is that they want to do and be, as long as it does

          9  not affect others.

         10                 It is important for us to understand

         11  that many, as Council Member Reed said, that wanted

         12  us to change, for we could not or did not have the

         13  right to use all of the ingredients to make us lily

         14  white, it didn't happen in this society. But we

         15  understood for fighting for justice, and this is the

         16  ability for us to live under one creed to say what

         17  is right and what is just, and this is America. So,

         18  as Sly Stone would say, "Different strokes for

         19  different folks." And we need to understand that we

         20  might not like everything, but we must understand in

         21  America that we must respect everything, and that's

         22  the importance of what this bill is all about. It

         23  gives us an opportunity to deal with a problem that

         24  America has lived with too long and done too little

         25  about. It is time, and the time is now, let's
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          2  correct this injustice and justice for all.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          4  Council member.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: And Madam

          6  Chairman, Madam President, I vote aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Permission to

          9  explain my vote, Madam Public Advocate?

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you.

         12                 I wish to commend the members of my

         13  Committee and our Speaker for acting as quickly as

         14  they did from the message of necessity from our

         15  Mayor, and I'm referring to Intro. 181 and I urge

         16  everyone to support that.

         17                 It has to do with raising the level

         18  of the financial disclosure from 72 to 83,000 for

         19  those who do financial disclosure. It eliminates

         20  those unnecessary disclosures that people have been

         21  filing and hopefully this will pass and reduce the

         22  numbers that the Conflict of Interest Board has to

         23  work with.

         24                 I say aye on all, end especially for

         25  Intro. 24, it is about time.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Thank you. I

          5  very enthusiastically and proudly vote aye on all.

          6  And I'd like to congratulate Council Member Seabrook

          7  on his wonderful words. Thank you.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Diaz.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: May I have the

         22  time to explain my vote, please?

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes, Council

         24  Member.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Thank you.
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          2                 On Intro. 24, I'm abstaining, and I

          3  vote yes on all the others.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: I'd like to

          6  explain my vote.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes, Council

          8  member.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Those who

         10  know me know my strong feelings on family values,

         11  and my strong feelings on the institution of

         12  marriage. And I have, throughout my life, many, many

         13  times, been discriminated against, and I don't like

         14  the feeling.  I don't like the feeling of people not

         15  treating me equal in this place or any place, in any

         16  street at any time. So, I sympathize with those who

         17  have their personal habits and their personal

         18  beliefs, and I don't think anyone, because of their

         19  personal beliefs or personal differences from

         20  others, should suffer any form of discrimination.

         21  So, I vote aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Permission to

         24  explain my vote.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes, Council
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          2  Member.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I have been in

          4  this Chambers for four years and some months, and I

          5  have seen a lot of pieces of legislation come

          6  through, be approved are the ones never to get to

          7  the floor of the City Council. And I want to take

          8  the opportunity to do a couple of things now that

          9  I'm going to cast my vote on Intro. 24.

         10                 The number, I want to acknowledge the

         11  commitment that the Speaker of this body has shown

         12  on this issue. And I want to make very clear, I want

         13  to make very clear to the gay, lesbian,

         14  transgendered, bisexual community, that this is what

         15  a human being is made of when they commit to do

         16  themselves good and something that is humane, and

         17  they go through with it.

         18                 The second thing that I want to

         19  emphasize in my vote, it has to do with the black

         20  and Latino community in this body.

         21                 It was a commitment from the

         22  composition of that beautiful people in this

         23  Council, from day number one, to support our sisters

         24  and brothers in the transgender community.

         25                 It was a belief out there that the
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          2  black and Latino community would not support the

          3  transgender community and today we have proven the

          4  opposite. Today we have shown, we have shown to New

          5  York City that believe of color believe in equality

          6  for all. And that means all independently of how

          7  they look like.

          8                 I feel very proud today to be a

          9  Latino woman who is openly gay and that served in

         10  this body today in the Year 2002.

         11                 I thank all my colleagues for voting

         12  in favor of this   bill, and I especially,

         13  especially want to thank Reverend Ruben Diaz for

         14  keeping his word. Thank you, and I love you.

         15                 I vote aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I'd like to

         18  be excused to explain my vote.

         19                 I want to stand here today very happy

         20  and proud, as one who was chosen to be the prime

         21  sponsor of this legislation, and as one who was

         22  openly honorary lesbian, I want to tell you how

         23  proud I am because that's the first piece of

         24  legislation that I have sponsored and which has

         25  become successful.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            58

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 And I want to thank the leaders in

          3  this Council of this movement. First and foremost,

          4  our Speaker Gifford Miller, who has shown his

          5  humanity and therefore has shown his leadership. I

          6  want to thank Phil Reed, Chris Quinn and my good

          7  friend Margarita Lopez, who began this effort to

          8  bring dignity and respect to the transgender

          9  community in the fact of very outrageous opposition,

         10  very difficult opposition, and I want to thank them

         11  for appointing me to be prime sponsor of this

         12  legislation, I will take it as a sign of honor, as a

         13  sign of respect for the work that I do and for my

         14  commitment to these type of civil rights issues. I

         15  want to thank the transgender community who stood so

         16  tall and strong, who were abused and abused and

         17  abused and nevertheless found moments of faith in

         18  this institution, in this institution to bring their

         19  plight to get some justice to get recognized to go

         20  from being marginalized, criminalized and abused to

         21  being respected and being treated as human beings.

         22                 So, I'm very proud to, as I said, be

         23  a sponsor of this legislation, and, of course, with

         24  that in mind, I vote aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            59

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: If I could be

          3  excused to explain my vote.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Thank you.

          6                 I'm going to try to hold myself

          7  together. Anyone who was at General Welfare, I got a

          8  little faklempt (phonetic), as we say in the

          9  Irish-American community yesterday, so bear with me.

         10                 On Intro. 24, I want to echo the

         11  comments of Council Member Perkins. I, too, want to

         12  thank my colleagues on the Council, the other

         13  members of the Lesbian and Gay Caucus, which has the

         14  intelligence of never needing to meet, we just chat

         15  amongst ourselves; my colleagues, Council Member

         16  Reed and Council Member Lopez, without whom this

         17  bill would never have seen the light of day, nor

         18  seen this wonderful moment where it will become a

         19  law.

         20                 I also want to thank Council Member

         21  Perkins. He jokes a lot about being an "honorary

         22  lesbian," but there are not many Council members who

         23  would (a) want that designation, but (b) have gone

         24  really the distance for the lesbian, gay, bisexual

         25  and transgender community in their district.
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          2                 Bill is really a standout, both on

          3  Citywide issues like this, but on district issues

          4  like when African-American gay men were being

          5  victimized by bias crimes. So, I want to really

          6  salute him for that.

          7                 I also want to recognize the work of

          8  former Council Members Ronnie Eldridge and Steve

          9  DiBrienza, who were part of the original working

         10  group which brought this bill forward.

         11                 I also want to thank Rob Newman, the

         12  Counsel to the General Welfare Committee, who has

         13  worked long and hard to see this bill get voted on

         14  and become law, and I want to thank Council Member

         15  DeBlasio for moving so quickly on the bill.

         16                 Perhaps most significantly I want to

         17  thank my friend Gifford Miller for making sure that

         18  this bill got a vote and got a hearing.

         19                 This bill was not able to move

         20  forward at other points in the City Council, and I

         21  think it is a credit to Gifford -- I'm going to take

         22  more time -- that the bill moved so quickly after

         23  one hearing.

         24                 You're just going to have to live

         25  with it, Betsy.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I usually do

          3  if you don't tell me.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: To my

          5  colleagues on the Council who voted for this, many

          6  of you I know it was not the easiest vote to make,

          7  and perhaps not as easy a vote for some of you to

          8  make as it might be for me, you know, an out-lesbian

          9  from the west side of Manhattan. I want to thank you

         10  on behalf of the lesbian, gay, bisexual and

         11  transgender community.

         12                 You may never really, really know how

         13  much each one of your votes means to every single

         14  member of the LGBT community.

         15                 You may never know how significant a

         16  yes vote on behalf of civil rights for transgender

         17  people is, unless you have been a member of the LGBT

         18  community and for years so many of society's

         19  institutions have said so aggressively, as we saw

         20  even on Sunday tragically at St. Patrick's

         21  Cathedral, that we are not full human beings and

         22  that, in fact, we are ill and to blame for so many

         23  of society's wrongdoings.

         24                 So, I thank each of you and want you

         25  to know the real significance of your votes and how
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          2  every member of the LGBT community in New York City

          3  will carry your votes with us in our hearts forever,

          4  because each one of your votes empowers every one of

          5  your votes empowers every one of us, as we move

          6  forward in our lives, in our struggle, to be full

          7  and accepted members of this society and this

          8  country.

          9                 So, with that said, and thank you for

         10  the extra time, I vote aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rodriguez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I have

         15  consent to vote on all Land Use matters?

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: With no

         17  objection.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: So, I vote yes.

         19                 May I be temporarily excused to

         20  explain my vote?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes, Council

         22  Member.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you.

         24                 Yesterday someone rang my office and

         25  anonymously called me a fascist because of my
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          2  smoking bill, so since I'm on a role, let's have a

          3  little fun with it.

          4                 I think that there is some good news

          5  and some bad news with reference to Intro. 24.

          6                 The bad news is that I think that

          7  we've made the language of the Human Rights Law so

          8  vague that we may render it susceptible and

          9  vulnerable to legal challenge.

         10                 The good news is that by carving out

         11  yet another special interest, we have moving a step

         12  closer to the day where a skinny, balding, partially

         13  neurotic, partially obsessive, partially compulsive,

         14  semi-good looking, witty Mets' fan Italian from

         15  Staten Island is a protected class, and that's a

         16  good thing.

         17                 I vote aye on all, with the exception

         18  of Intro. 24, I vote no.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         22  today's general order calendar were adopted by a

         23  vote of 51 in the affirmative, zero in the negative,

         24  with the exception of Intro. 24, you have 45 in the

         25  affirmative, five in the negative.
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          2                 Sorry, everybody, there was one

          3  abstention.

          4                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are

          6  referred to the Committees as referenced on the

          7  agenda.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

          9  Discussion.

         10                 Council Member Barron.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

         12  Madam Advocate.

         13                 I rise to seek support of my Intro.

         14  on the Middle East. I think it is time for the City

         15  Council to have a more even-handed fair policy as it

         16  relates to the Middle East.

         17                 A Palestinian life, an innocent

         18  Palestinian child, an innocent Palestinian woman or

         19  man, is just as precious as any other in the region,

         20  and I rise to say that we have a more even-handed

         21  policy in the Middle East. Just as there's

         22  recognition as an Israeli state, we must recognize

         23  the right to Palestinians to self-determination and

         24  the creation of a Palestinian state. Any form of

         25  terror is wrong. Any form of the killing of innocent
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          2  life is wrong, and like Martin Luther King said, all

          3  life is precious, be it a Palestinian life, or

          4  Israeli life, we cannot continue these uneven-handed

          5  policies and resolutions that recognizes one side

          6  and gives no acknowledgment, no recognition, for the

          7  plight of the Palestinian people.

          8                 I call for an even-handed policy in

          9  the Middle East. Just as we recognize Israel and its

         10  state and safe and secure borders, we must recognize

         11  the right to Palestinians a state of their own, and

         12  we must call for the withdrawal and the immediate

         13  cease of any aggression against the Palestinian

         14  people in the Middle East.

         15                 And also rise to ask for support for

         16  reparations, those who have come forward to sue

         17  these companies for the unjust profiting for during

         18  the slavery period in America, and we honored them

         19  earlier today, so we ask that you support us on

         20  that, and I thank you for the time, Madam Chair.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         22  Council Member.

         23                 Council Member Fidler.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: With great

         25  restraints I'm going to resist a response to Council
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          2  Member Barron's comment, and talk about an issue, an

          3  intro that's on the agenda that is much more germane

          4  to the government of the City of New York, and many

          5  members have probably passed over in looking at the

          6  bills that are being introduced today, because it's

          7  not quite as sexy as the Middle East, but, in fact,

          8  it's something that those of us who worked in

          9  community boards and in neighborhoods and

         10  institutions have probably been confronted with, and

         11  that's Intro. 161, which I've introduced together

         12  with Council Member McMahon.

         13                 The sum and substance of this bill is

         14  as follows:

         15                 Many of us have had properties in our

         16  districts that are abandoned, boarded up, weeds

         17  start to grow in front, they become a hang-out for

         18  people using drugs, and when our constituents come

         19  to us, we find out that they're in rem, we've had to

         20  tell them that it takes three years for the City of

         21  New York to be able to acquire that property, and

         22  remove the hazards.

         23                 Intro. 161 defines a property as

         24  abandoned, based upon the criteria that are obvious,

         25  and it cuts the time in half before the City of New
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          2  York could take that property in foreclosure, and

          3  thereby removing a blight upon the community, and

          4  returning the real property to the tax rolls.

          5                 In fact, this Intro. Which is a law

          6  and not a resolution, is something we have the power

          7  to do, has a positive economic effect on the budget

          8  and the fact that it returns the property to the tax

          9  rolls early.

         10                 I'm asking the Speaker, I'm asking

         11  Finance Committee Chairman Weprin to put this one on

         12  the fast track as something we can do that will not

         13  only help communities, but help our budget, and I

         14  invite any and all of my colleagues to join in

         15  co-sponsoring Intro. 161. Thank you.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         17                 Council Member Oddo.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you, Madam

         19  Public Advocate.

         20                 I simply would like to extend a word

         21  of thanks to two of our colleagues. The new Chair of

         22  the Council's Economic Development Committee James

         23  Sanders, and our colleague Yvette Clarke, came out

         24  to Staten Island yesterday and went on a tour

         25  looking at various businesses on Staten Island that

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            68

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  are retaining jobs here in the City of New York,

          3  growing jobs here in the City of New York, and I

          4  truly appreciate these two new members to this body

          5  who have an incredibly hectic schedule like the rest

          6  of us, taking time out to come to Staten Island.

          7                 Our chair has been very clear that

          8  the engine that is New York City consists of five

          9  boroughs, and I really appreciate him coming out to

         10  our borough and taking the time.

         11                 I also, if I may spend a minute or so

         12  on a piece of legislation that I'm introducing

         13  today.

         14                 One of the great, great legacies of a

         15  great man by the name of Peter Vallone was the fact

         16  that Peter Vallone made New York City on the cutting

         17  edge in terms of providing smoke-free environment.

         18                 And I mentioned tongue and cheek

         19  earlier about someone calling my office and calling

         20  me a fascist for this bill. I know that we balanced

         21  it properly because I'm getting yelled at by the

         22  advocates and the restaurant smoking industry.

         23                 Second-hand smoke kills. And to me,

         24  it makes no sense to afford protections to some

         25  diners and some restaurant workers in bigger
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          2  restaurants and not in smaller ones. And this is an

          3  issue clearly that this Council will have to wrestle

          4  with because there is a huge universe here in the

          5  City of New York of people who want to be able to

          6  dine without having to endure the dangerous and

          7  harmful affect of second-hand smoke. And he's not

          8  here, but I wanted -- oh, there he is. I wanted to

          9  just say that in doing this, we live up to the

         10  legacy not only of Peter Vallone, but of the great

         11  Victor Robles, as well, so I ask for your

         12  consideration of that bill. Thank you.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         14  Council Member.

         15                 Council Member Monserrate.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Thank you,

         17  Madam Advocate.

         18                 I'd like to turn the attention to my

         19  colleagues to resolution number 241, introduced

         20  today by myself and my colleague Yvette Clarke.

         21                 This resolution will show the City

         22  Council's support for reforming the state

         23  ineffective and discriminatory Rockefeller drug

         24  laws. Year after year our Governor has paid lip

         25  service to reforming the Rockefeller drug laws.
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          2  While he turns a blind eye, we lose generations upon

          3  generations of people of color who are filling our

          4  jails, disproportionately people from the City of

          5  New York.

          6                 Therefore, I ask my colleagues,

          7  please sign onto this Resolution 241, and let us

          8  support our members of the Assembly who are fighting

          9  to reform these laws.

         10                 Ladies and gentlemen, let's drop the

         11  rock. Thank you very much.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         13  Council member.

         14                 Council Member Martinez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         16  Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 Madam Public Advocate, I rise to

         18  speak on resolution 240 and ask the support of my

         19  colleagues.

         20                 The Resolution calls for the Assembly

         21  bill 07082, which will amend the Criminal Procedure

         22  Law to require that prior to accepting a guilt plea,

         23  the New York State Court advise individuals who are

         24  legal residents and not citizens of the United

         25  States of the consequences of a guilty plea which
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          2  could result in deportation, not allowing the

          3  individual to become a citizen of the United States

          4  or preventing the individual to enter the United

          5  States as a result of that guilt plea.

          6                 As you know, Madam Public Advocate

          7  and my colleagues, many immigrant families are being

          8  divided as we speak because they were not aware or

          9  told that by pleading guilty they were putting in

         10  jeopardy their legal status in the United States,

         11  and I think it's time that the Court of the State of

         12  New York, just as we advise individuals of their

         13  rights, we advise those legal residents of the

         14  consequences of pleading guilty and losing their

         15  legal status.

         16                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         18  Council member.

         19                 Council Member DeBlasio.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         21  Madam Chair.

         22                 First, again, as I said earlier, I

         23  want to commend Council Member Oddo. You know, we

         24  are in a very special moment here in New York City

         25  where the effort against smoking has taken on a kind
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          2  of momentum we've never seen before.

          3                 Mayor Bloomberg and Commissioner Tom

          4  Frieden deserve great credit, have been in the

          5  forefront, our own Health Committee, and now today

          6  with this introduction by Council Member Oddo, we

          7  take another necessary step.

          8                 I happen to be an asthma sufferer, as

          9  are members of my immediate family, and we have gone

         10  to all manner of public places. By the way indoor

         11  and outdoor, because if you suffer from respiratory

         12  illness, you feel the effect even outside the office

         13  buildings and in the playground. But especially in

         14  the so-called smoking section, non-smoking section

         15  restaurant, and that's just a matter of short-term

         16  health and comfort, the longer term impact is on the

         17  health of our children. Every single time we allow

         18  smoking to invade their lives, we're putting another

         19  nail in their coffin.

         20                 So, I think it is crucial that

         21  Council Member Oddo has introduced this legislation.

         22  It's also crucial that it happens to be coming from

         23  someone who is a republican, because it sends a

         24  bipartisan message about the fact that smoking, the

         25  days of smoking are now up. It's time for us to call
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          2  it what it is and act together against it. So, I

          3  thank him.

          4                 I also want to say I had the

          5  unfortunate displeasure of dealing with the Daily

          6  News a few days ago on the question of job training

          7  for people on public assistance, and I just want to

          8  say to my brothers and sisters of the Daily News,

          9  perhaps you misunderstood, what this General Welfare

         10  Committee seeks to do is to ensure that all people

         11  on public assistance have the best path to long-term

         12  employment.

         13                 For many that will mean computer

         14  training and other types of training and education,

         15  our goal is to get people good, long-term living

         16  wage jobs.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         19  Councilman.

         20                 Councilman Weprin.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Yes, I'd like

         22  to rise in support of Resolution Number 214, in

         23  support of the State of Israel and condemning brutal

         24  Palestinian suicide bomb attacks. I want to commend

         25  Speaker Miller for his outstanding leadership on
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          2  this issue. And I just want to make it clear, the

          3  resolution expresses regret for any civilians that

          4  are killed, any innocent civilians that are killed

          5  in the process, no matter what sides they're on, but

          6  make no mistake about it, there is no moral

          7  equivalent to it targeting innocent victims,

          8  civilians, targeting them by Palestinian bombers,

          9  and Israeli military going in to root out terrorism

         10  on a military effort very similar to what the United

         11  States did in Afghanistan and there is no moral

         12  equivalent by any means, and I want to thank Speaker

         13  Miller for his leadership in this area, and urge

         14  support of Resolution Number 214. Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Jackson.

         17                 Council Member Davis.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DAVIS: Thank you,

         19  Madam Public Advocate.

         20                 Today on the front page of the Daily

         21  News the Pope said that priests who commit terrible

         22  acts on children is a crime, pedophiles, it's a

         23  crime. I, being a retired police officer, I say that

         24  anyone who comes in the name of a uniform that

         25  commits a terrible act on a child, I agree with the
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          2  pope, it's a crime, and criminals should be behind

          3  bars and not practicing priests.

          4                 I, along with Reverend Ruben Diaz,

          5  Margarita Lopez, Councilman Seabrook, we introduced

          6  a resolution last Stated Meeting that agrees with

          7  the Pope, it's a crime. We must protect our little

          8  children and send a message to individuals who

          9  commit these terrible acts, it's a crime. We

         10  understand that there are wolves in sheep's

         11  clothing. It's a crime to take out this terrible act

         12  on a child.

         13                 As City Councilman of the 35th

         14  Councilmanic District, I assured the persons that

         15  voted for me, the gay, lesbian, transgendered,

         16  queer, bisexual community, that I would stand with

         17  you, and I have, by supporting the transgender bill.

         18  And I will continue to stand up for all people's

         19  rights to choose and I will continue to stand up for

         20  what is right, not going left, not going right, but

         21  standing up for what's right. And in this particular

         22  case, any individual who takes advantage of a little

         23  child, and pedophiles a little child, be he priest,

         24  be he police officer, be he or she teacher, it's a

         25  crime.
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          2                 Thank you very much.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          4  Council Member Boyland.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you,

          6  Madam Public Advocate.

          7                 Today I rise to ask for support of

          8  Resolution 218, it's discussing pay equity for

          9  women.

         10                 Pay equity means eliminating sex and

         11  race discrimination and a wage-setting system.

         12                 Many women are still segregated in

         13  small numbers and jobs as clerical service workers,

         14  nurses, and teachers. These jobs have been

         15  historically undervalued and continue to be

         16  underpaid to a large extent because of the gender

         17  and/or race of the people who hold them. Earning

         18  significantly less than men do is what we're talking

         19  about.

         20                 For example, according to the Women's

         21  Censor, women earn 77 cents for every dollar that a

         22  man earns. African-Americans are paid 78 cents and

         23  Latinos only 67 cents for every dollar that is paid

         24  out.

         25                 For a country that is prosperous and
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          2  pioneering as our wages, these wage gaps are

          3  horrific.

          4                 Between men and women it is totally a

          5  disgrace, and for women of color it is definitely a

          6  dismal calling.

          7                 We are calling on New Yorkers and all

          8  Americans to come together and take a close look at

          9  the discriminatory practices that continue to keep

         10  women from reaching our full potential in the

         11  workplace.

         12                 In saying all that, I ask your

         13  support of resolution 218.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE RIVERA:

         16  Council Member Nelson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you, Mr.

         18  Acting Public Advocate.

         19                 I just wanted to praise Speaker Giff

         20  Miller for the resolution condemning violence per

         21  se, and homicide bombing.

         22                 I just want to mention, too, I do not

         23  believe it's analogous to equate anything Israel has

         24  been doing to the bombing, putting, strapping

         25  yourself up with bombs, and with the intention of
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          2  murdering innocent children.

          3                 I agree that Palestinian are just as

          4  precious as any other children. This is certainly

          5  not the issue, it's what the sole intention of what

          6  is being done, is being done for it.

          7                 Now, having said that, I'd like to

          8  draw my colleagues' attention to Reso. 243, the

          9  Small Business Administration, I'm imploring them to

         10  loosen up on their requirements on the criteria.

         11  Manhattan, of course, was the center of the attack,

         12  we know that. The ripple effect, however, has gone

         13  beyond those borders, and we have, in some cases,

         14  small businesses which are in danger of closing up,

         15  and many have already, which would only heighten the

         16  unemployment rate rolls, would only heighten a lot

         17  of hardships, would only send more people packing

         18  and leaving this City.

         19                 Some of you may know of a restaurant

         20  in my neck of the woods called "Lundy's," they're

         21  one of the institutions that are in danger at this

         22  point. And they do not meet the requirement at

         23  present for a Small Business Administration loan. We

         24  don't need these type of facilities to close up and

         25  have some of the other people on the welfare lines,
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          2  on the unemployment lines on the unemployment lines.

          3  So, look at 243 and sign on, that should get 51

          4  signatures to implore the SBA to change their tune.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE RIVER: Thank

          7  you very much.

          8                 Next we call upon Councilwoman

          9  Foster.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Good

         11  afternoon.

         12                 I rise today in support of Resolution

         13  227 and 228. As a Council that has committed to

         14  education first, putting children first, I also urge

         15  all of you to sign on so that we can really review

         16  what ACS does in terms of taking children out of the

         17  home, especially when it comes to black and Latino

         18  children, because the number is proportionately

         19  high. So, I urge you to support these resolutions

         20  and sign on so that we can get to the bottom of what

         21  is going on with ACS and how they treat children in

         22  taking them out of the home so we can understand

         23  what the procedure is so that it's a consistent

         24  across the board, because like I said, when the

         25  majority of children are being ripped out of homes
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          2  are black and Latino, there's a problem.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE RIVERA: Thank

          5  you very much.

          6                 Next we'll call on Council Member

          7  Perkins.

          8                 Thank you very much. I just want to

          9  be brief. I forgot to mention Bill DeBlasio in my

         10  remarks concerning the transgender bill. You know

         11  that the role of the Chairpersons with regard to the

         12  movement of legislation and resolutions is very

         13  important and I want to take a moment to publicly

         14  thank him for how expeditiously he moved this

         15  particular piece of legislation that couldn't get a

         16  hearing when it was first introduced, and so I want

         17  to make sure that I publicly acknowledge his

         18  leadership in this regard and his commitment and

         19  living up to the commitment that he made early on

         20  that he would make sure that this piece of

         21  legislation came out.

         22                 Then I want to take a quick moment to

         23  call your attention to the New York Post, one of New

         24  York's finest dailies, and to an article that's

         25  featured in the Post, a very important article, and
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          2  I want to commend them for this article, because

          3  it's an article titled "Rags and Riches: New York's

          4  Money Gap - Nation's Biggest." And the first

          5  sentence of that article says the gap between New

          6  York's richest and poorest residents grew more than

          7  in any other state during the 1980s and '90s and is

          8  now the widest in the nation according to a study

          9  released yesterday. And the reason I am raising this

         10  is because yesterday we had the first hearing on our

         11  Living Wage Bill, and I dare say that that gap, to a

         12  large extent, represents those workers that have

         13  been identified in the living wage bill that are

         14  suffering from what one might call slave wages,

         15  people who are working very hard and getting very

         16  little pay, but on the other side you are finding

         17  others who I dare say may also be working very hard

         18  but whose pay is jumping forward in larger and

         19  larger leaps.

         20                 And, so, I urge you, (a) to take a

         21  look at this article, because it shows you what's

         22  going on in our City, it shows you how urgent it is

         23  that we have a living wage, that we provide a living

         24  wage for those women, especially who are with

         25  families who are being paid less than $8.10 an hour,
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          2  and they are living in one of the most expensive

          3  cities in the world and their wages are not going up

          4  and they are cited, not by name but by the facts of

          5  their income, in this particular study.

          6                 The Living Wage bill had its first

          7  hearing yesterday, was a wonderful hearing. The

          8  Administration made its presentation, and our

          9  Finance staff and our legal staff is now going to be

         10  reviewing their testimony and I'm confident that the

         11  $100 million tag that they claim this bill will cost

         12  will be nowhere near $100 million, and, in fact, I'm

         13  more confident that it will be closer to the 7.9

         14  that we projected as we began to look at the details

         15  of the study that is supposedly the Office of

         16  Management and Budget made, we're beginning to see

         17  that chunks of that money are already accounted for

         18  in different legislation and negotiation.

         19                 So, stay tuned. We look forward to

         20  your continued support and we're confident that the

         21  Living Wage bill will make a significant difference

         22  in the lives of New Yorkers.

         23                 Thank you.

         24                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE RIVERA: Thank

         25  you very much.
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          2                 Next we'll call on Councilwoman Katz.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you, Mr.

          4  Majority Leader.

          5                 I would like to support Speaker

          6  Miller's resolution condemning suicide bombings and

          7  supporting the state of Israel.

          8                 I think in a time that we live in

          9  today, this just seems logical, it seems like the

         10  right thing to do, and to me it seems like a

         11  no-brainer. By definition, anyone who is committing

         12  suicide bombing sole purpose is to go in to some

         13  place where the residents of that area entrust a

         14  cafe, a pizzeria, a discoteque, or simply a shopping

         15  mall on Chavas, and just go. And by definition, a

         16  suicide bomber is there 100 percent to ruin the

         17  trust of the people who live in that neighborhood

         18  and live in that country and make the citizens, the

         19  children, the women, the men, and everyone in that

         20  country simply afraid to go on with their every day

         21  lives, simply afraid to go shopping, simply afraid

         22  to go to cafes, afraid to go to discos, afraid to

         23  leave their every day life, and by doing that, those

         24  terrorists are winning, and that, to me, is

         25  unacceptable.
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          2                 And New York City needs to have a

          3  clear message for the rest of the world, that even

          4  if they are not willing to stand against suicide

          5  bombing, the City of New York is.

          6                 So, I would like to thank Speaker

          7  Miller for bringing this to the floor. He held a

          8  press conference last week, I believe in support, in

          9  showing great support for our sisters and brothers

         10  in Israel, and our sisters and brothers everywhere

         11  who have experienced homicide bombings in the world,

         12  and I would like to thank the City Council for

         13  passing a resolution like this.

         14                 In addition, for those of you who may

         15  not have seen it on the agenda, rent regulations is

         16  due to expire in one year.

         17                 Many people in this room know how

         18  crucial their districts will be affected if rent

         19  regulations expire.

         20                 That fight is not for another year,

         21  granted. But the fact of the matter is next year is

         22  not an election year, this year is for the State

         23  Legislature.

         24                 This City Council needs to send a

         25  clear message to the State Legislature, the State

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            85

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Senate and to the Governor that we expect this issue

          3  to be resolved in a 1.1 million tenants in the City

          4  of New York, who have apartments in the City of New

          5  York are going to be protected.

          6                 We expect them to do that before the

          7  election.

          8                 Thank you very much.

          9                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE RIVERA: Thank

         10  you very much.

         11                 Next we'll hear from Council Member

         12  Recchia.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Yes, I'm here

         14  to speak on Reso 243, that my colleague Mike Nelson

         15  and I are sponsoring.

         16                 Today the SBA has to learn that in

         17  order to help the small businesses in New York City,

         18  they have to make some accommodations, especially

         19  for Lower Manhattan.

         20                 Too many businesses need a loan, but

         21  they can't get it because they don't have the right

         22  collateral, or the criteria is just such that they

         23  can't apply for the loan.

         24                 So, I'm asking that we push this

         25  through and meet with the SBA and make them realize
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          2  that the criteria has to be changed and congress

          3  helps us out with that, and we'll be speaking to the

          4  Congressman from New York.

          5                 Thank you very much.

          6                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: Thank you

          7  very much.

          8                 Next we'll hear from Council Member

          9  Jennings.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: In my

         11  district and around this City young children have

         12  been constantly preyed upon by child molesters, and

         13  this usually happens when they're on their way home

         14  from school.

         15                 I would like to rise in support and I

         16  would like to thank all 44 Council members who have

         17  supported me on this bill, who have signed and are

         18  sponsoring Resolution 229.

         19                 Resolution 229 is calling upon the

         20  Board of Education to immediately mandate a rule

         21  allowing children and fifth graders to stay in the

         22  school building until a parent or person of

         23  responsible age can come and pick them up from

         24  school.

         25                 In this day and age there are so many
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          2  people preying upon our children, there's no reason

          3  for a seven-year-old child or a nine-year-old child

          4  or a ten-year-old child to go home by themselves

          5  unaccompanied without an adult by their side

          6  protecting them.

          7                 Again, I just want to thank all 44 of

          8  my colleagues for supporting me on this resolution.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE RIVERA: Thank

         11  you very much.

         12                 Next you will hear from Councilwoman

         13  Reyna.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Thank you.

         15                 I just wanted to call upon my

         16  colleagues to support two items. One is Resolution

         17  Number 247. It's a resolution asking the Council to

         18  call upon the State Legislature and the Governor to

         19  annually set aside funding to CAPs in the AIDP

         20  budget protecting this valuable program.

         21                 Now, the AIDP program is the

         22  Attendance improvement dropout prevention, and it

         23  has aided in educating and preventing our youth from

         24  dropping out of high schools.

         25                 As well as the AIDP program, we have
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          2  CAPs, which is the Community Achievement Project, in

          3  the schools.  Both these programs need money set

          4  aside, to be exact, $14.5 million, were set aside

          5  last year, to contribute to decreasing the dropout

          6  rate that has been figured at from 28.3 to 19.3

          7  since 1990, so we know this program works in our

          8  schools, and we're considering, we're trying to be

          9  the education advocates, I'd like to call upon

         10  everyone to take a look at this and support it.

         11                 In addition to that, the Intro. No.

         12  178, it's the livery cars that are being summoned

         13  because of their broken trouble lights. Now, the

         14  broken trouble lights are a distress signaling light

         15  system to alert anyone, as well as the police, that

         16  a driver is in danger, and these drivers are being

         17  summoned if that light is broken.

         18                 They're not given a grace period. I'm

         19  asking everyone to take a look at that because we

         20  want to protect our drivers, not fine them, and they

         21  need a certain amount of days in order to correct

         22  their trouble light.

         23                 Sometimes these broken lights aren't

         24  even aware that they're out of commission, and all

         25  they need is 24 hours to be corrected.
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          2                 So, I thank you for this time, and

          3  anyone who would like to sign on, please see me.

          4                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE RIVERA: Thank

          5  you very much.

          6                 Next we'll hear from Council Member

          7  Yassky.

          8                 Okay, next we'll hear from Council

          9  Member Gerson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you.

         11  Thank you, Mr. Leader.

         12                 Colleagues, today is "International

         13  Noise Awareness Day," and it is the day sponsored by

         14  the League for the Hard of Hearing, and

         15  environmentalists to draw attention to the very

         16  significant problem of excessive noise and noise

         17  pollution in our City and the world over.

         18                 Noise and excessive noise is not only

         19  a quality of life problem, it's a health problem,

         20  it's a learning problem that interferes with

         21  education of our young people, it's a very human

         22  problem when a person cannot get a good night sleep,

         23  or have a basic level of peace and quiet in their

         24  own home and apartment.

         25                 I understand the Department of

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            90

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Environmental Protection is in the process of

          3  revising the City's noise code. I hope that this

          4  Council will lead that effort and propel that

          5  effort, so while New York should never be the

          6  quietest spot on earth, it could be a lot quieter

          7  than it currently is.

          8                 Mr. Leader, also I rise in support of

          9  Resolution 214, the resolution condemning suicide

         10  bombing and expressing solidarity with the people of

         11  the State of Israel.

         12                 Mr. Leader, my district, and indeed

         13  our entire City this year share a very special,

         14  albeit tragic bond with the people of the state of

         15  Israel. It is a bond born of our sharing the

         16  devastation of being victims of terrorism, and

         17  specifically suicide terrorism.

         18                 The way to uphold and promote the

         19  sanctity of every human life, of every human being,

         20  of every background, is rarely Palestinian, and from

         21  every corner of this world is to stand firmly

         22  against the perpetrators of terror and specifically

         23  the perpetrators of sending young men and women,

         24  impressionable young men and women to their death in

         25  the form of suicide bombing and to express
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          2  solidarity with all victims of such attack,

          3  including, of course, the people of the state of

          4  Israel.

          5                 Thank you, Mr. Leader.

          6                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE RIVERA: Thank

          7  you very much.

          8                 Next we'll hear from Council Member

          9  Sanders.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you,

         11  sir. I appreciate you giving me a few extra seconds

         12  to get to my desk. I especially want to rise, of

         13  course, to support the living wage bill that is

         14  before here. We have to continue, all New Yorkers

         15  have to make sure that they can afford to live here,

         16  if we're doing the work here we need to live here.

         17                 I want to draw the Council's

         18  attention to ways of expanding this. In Resolution

         19  248, we are calling, of course, upon the Lower

         20  Manhattan Development Corporation to put, to

         21  allocate discretionary funds to provide income

         22  support for low-income workers.

         23                 We, of course, know about our hero

         24  policemen and our hero fire people, but I also want

         25  to draw attention that there were many heroes in the
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          2  World Trade, many of these people are our low-paid

          3  workers, and many of these people may be immigrants

          4  or people of color and they are not receiving

          5  adequate funds to live on in this City.

          6                 So, we call upon the Lower Manhattan

          7  Development Corporation, Empire State Development

          8  Corporation, to allocate the money to do something

          9  about that.

         10                 We also, in Resolution 249, are

         11  calling upon the New York State Legislature to enact

         12  a further extension of the unemployment insurance.

         13  Unemployment insurance for many of these workers is

         14  about to go out, and that will put people onto

         15  welfare and to other places that they don't want to

         16  be and we should not want them to be.

         17                 These people want to work, and

         18  they're looking for jobs and the unemployment

         19  insurance exists to do something about that and we

         20  call upon them to do it.

         21                 I thank my colleagues for their

         22  consideration, and again I beat the clock.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: Thank you very

         24  much.

         25                 Next we'll hear from Council Member
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          2  Clarke.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you, Mr.

          4  Majority Leader.

          5                 I rise to ask my colleagues, and draw

          6  their attention to Reso 240, which is a Resolution

          7  that would amend the Criminal Procedure Law to

          8  require that before there's an acceptance of a

          9  guilty plea, that defendants be advised that that

         10  plea may result in their deportation or exclusion

         11  from admission to the United States or denial of

         12  naturalization.

         13                 This, I believe, is something that we

         14  as residents of the City of New York, the largest

         15  port of entry for immigrants from around the world

         16  is something that we all need to support. I have

         17  seen what just a simple -- this simple little change

         18  in the law could make a difference in our

         19  communities where families are being separated

         20  because individuals are being sort of encouraged to

         21  take a guilty plea in their haste in the criminal

         22  justice system.

         23                 This really is a destabilizing force

         24  for many of our communities, and, so, I ask for your

         25  support there.
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          2                 Resolution 241 is a resolution

          3  calling on the New York State Legislature to adopt

          4  the reforming of the New York State Criminal

          5  Procedure Law in relation to the Rockefeller Drug

          6  laws.

          7                 I think that my colleague, Hiram

          8  Monserrate, has stated very eloquently the adverse

          9  effect that this law has had for several years on

         10  our communities. The way in which our communities

         11  have been really devastated, and our folks being

         12  sent to prison for long terms over minor criminal

         13  offenses, we could use our tax dollars better by

         14  alternatives to incarceration for folks who are

         15  obviously in need of some support with respect to

         16  substance abuse issues.

         17                 And then, finally, two things I'd

         18  like to mention, Resolution 215, on a lighter note,

         19  Bring Your Child To Work Day is tomorrow and I am a

         20  product of bring your child to work, my mother used

         21  to bring me to work with her all the time, and I

         22  tell you, it's a really enriching experience.

         23                 And, finally, my colleague Charles

         24  Barron has his brother here visiting, and I'd like

         25  to introduce Mr. Satu Barron from Sacramento,
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          2  California.

          3                 Thank you, Mr. Majority Leader.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I didn't know

          5  this was bring your brother to work day.

          6                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE RIVERA: Next

          7  we will hear from Council Member Vann.

          8                 And welcome, Sir Barron, from

          9  California. Welcome.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Thank you,

         11  Majority Leader.

         12                 And to our Speaker, colleagues, I

         13  rise in support of Resolution 250. You may recall at

         14  our last Stated Meeting I had the honor of

         15  presenting a proclamation representing this

         16  Council's recognition in Honoring Regent Adalade

         17  Sanford.

         18                 Dr. Sanford, you may recall, is the

         19  Vice Chancellor of SUNY's Board of Regents. And we

         20  honored her because of her life's work. She started

         21  as a teacher in 1950 in our public school system,

         22  and she made progress as a guidance counselor,

         23  assistant to principal, and became a principal of PS

         24  21 and received Citywide recognition for outstanding

         25  achievements of that inner-City school, and a lot of
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          2  other awards, perhaps too many to indicate, to

          3  recite here this afternoon. But there are a lot of

          4  other Citywide and national acclamation that she

          5  received.

          6                 For instance, she received Westley's

          7  College recognition for a lifetime achievement; she

          8  received a humanitarian award from the Congressional

          9  Black Caucus; she received the Ellen Rury Award of

         10  Community Award Society, to mention only a few.

         11                 Currently, my colleagues, Dr. Sanford

         12  is the senior member of the Board of Regents, having

         13  been elected in 1986 and re-elected twice subsequent

         14  to that.

         15                 As a senior member, she has

         16  demonstrated a lot of leadership. Let me indicate

         17  one example. During her tenure as Vice Chancellor,

         18  she reduced a report "Reform or Perish," which was

         19  published by the State Education Department, that

         20  examines the impact of failing schools in New York

         21  State and helped to set the foundation for the

         22  formulation of new educational policies, as one

         23  example.

         24                 Suffice it to say, Dr. Sanford is an

         25  intellect, she's a visionary, she's innovative,
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          2  she's an advocate, she's an educational leader

          3  extraordinaire, and despite the fact that she has

          4  received national acclaim, the Board of Regents

          5  broke tradition, broke tradition, and she was not

          6  elected as their Chancellor.

          7                 For the 40 years that minutes had

          8  been recorded of public meetings, they have always

          9  elected the Vice Chancellor to become the Chancellor

         10  when the former Chancellor was not seeking office.

         11                 In so doing, as I begin to summarize,

         12  in so doing, they denied the opportunity to

         13  demonstrate to the world and to the City that a

         14  woman to become the Chancellor of the State

         15  University of New York.

         16                 They denied the opportunity, in the

         17  history of this country and this City, to

         18  demonstrate that a person of color could become

         19  Chancellor. And what is even worse, what is a

         20  tragedy, they could have had both those attributes

         21  in a person who was most and best qualified among

         22  them, and they denied us that opportunity.

         23                 Because of that, because of that this

         24  resolution admonishes the Board of Regents. I wish

         25  we could do more. We admonish them, and we ask them
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          2  to explain to the Legislature, and to explain to all

          3  of the statewide education organizations, and to

          4  explain to us why they denied our children, why they

          5  betrayed our children, why they affronted the

          6  democratic process, and I urge your support of 250

          7  Resolution.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE RIVERA: Thank

         10  you very much.

         11                 Next we'll hear from Council Member

         12  Stewart.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Thank you,

         14  Majority Speaker.

         15                 Today I want to bring the attention

         16  to our children, children of color, and I stand and

         17  rise of Reso 228.

         18                 Did you know that 98 percent of the

         19  people, the children in the foster care system are

         20  children of color?

         21                 Did you know basically that it's very

         22  difficult for someone to get help before they end up

         23  in foster care, however, $65,000 is being paid per

         24  year per child in the foster care system.

         25                 Did you know that the sole decision
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          2  is being made by an appointed judge with the advice

          3  of the investigator from ACS and the parent has very

          4  little say and even that child will have very little

          5  say.

          6                 It is basically a difficult

          7  situation, if a relative wants to adopt or even take

          8  that child, it's very difficult, and the system will

          9  not allow them to have any or part of that money

         10  that they paid.

         11                 So, brothers and sisters, colleagues,

         12  I want you to understand that this seems to me that

         13  something is wrong. It seems to me that our children

         14  are for sale, and I ask you to support Reso 228.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE RIVERA: Thank

         17  you very much. And if there's no more speakers for

         18  the day, I will adjourn the meeting.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 (Hearing concluded at 3:35 p.m.)
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