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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Ken Fisher. Ken, on

          3  behalf of the City Council, would like to make a

          4  statement concerning why we deem it appropriate for

          5  you to join from 1625 to now the names of the

          6  distinguished New Yorkers who deserve to be part of

          7  New York City's history.

          8                 Ken.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Thank you, Mr.

         10  Speaker. My colleagues and ladies and gentlemen,

         11  last spring I was walking down Seventh Avenue in the

         12  Park Slope section of Brooklyn in my district with a

         13  fellow by the name of Al Jennings, who is a retired

         14  executive from Brooklyn Union Gas, and we saw the

         15  strength and vitality of the street, the fabulous

         16  brownstones, the families living there, the full

         17  stores on every block, we were just marveling at how

         18  much the neighborhood had changed.

         19                 I remember as a kid growing up on

         20  Grand Army Plaza when there were abandoned buildings

         21  in Park Slope and the neighborhood was red lined,

         22  you couldn't get a mortgage if you wanted to buy a

         23  house there. Today the New York Times reports and

         24  the median price of a house in that same

         25  neighborhood is a million dollars, and it is one of

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            5

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  the most vibrant areas in the City.

          3                 And Al pointed to Berkley Place, one

          4  of the streets, and he said, well, that is where it

          5  all began. Thirty years ago the Brooklyn Union Gas

          6  Company funded the restoration of one of those

          7  brownstones in what became known as the Cinderella

          8  Project. It was headed up by a team including Fred

          9  Reiter, Mike Tetum, the brother of our own Ray

         10  Tetum, and others, and hired a local

         11  preservationist, a woman by the name if Evelyn

         12  Ortner, who is a civic activist, you know, Mr.

         13  Speaker, as the designer for that project, and the

         14  first closing was 30 years ago. Well, since then

         15  they have done 1,000 projects. They have renovated

         16  10,000 units of housing, as well as commercial

         17  strips, not just in Park Slope in Brooklyn, but all

         18  over the City of New York.

         19                 Mr. Speaker, I would suggest to you,

         20  and the members of the Council, that that Cinderella

         21  project really sparked the urban renaissance

         22  movement all over the United States and all over the

         23  world. And I would point at evidence, again a New

         24  York Times article just the other day, that 30 years

         25  ago in 1968, the transportation planners for this
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          2  area projected that the population of the suburbs

          3  would be much greater than it is today and that the

          4  population of the City of New York would be flat,

          5  the growth would be flat, because in those days

          6  people were fleeing the cities as quickly as they

          7  could because it wasn't a livable environment for

          8  people to raise their families. And I believe that

          9  thanks to the notion that these historic districts

         10  to start with, and other commercial strips in

         11  residential neighborhoods and the inner-City could

         12  be made attractive again, that we are able to

         13  stabilize not only Park Slope in Brooklyn but to

         14  create a new urban renaissance movement and that is

         15  the reason why I have requested that the Council

         16  recognize the Brooklyn Union Gas Company, now

         17  KeySpan, and in particular the Cinderella project

         18  for transforming the urban environment in such a

         19  positive way.

         20                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you, Council

         21  member.

         22                 And Bob, on behalf of all of the

         23  people who sit here and we represent, this is your

         24  opportunity to tell us what you really think of us.

         25                 BOB: (Unidentified) thank you, Mr.
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          2  Speaker and Councilman Fisher, thank you for those

          3  very, very kind words. I am very proud to be here

          4  today and accept this recognition on behalf of

          5  Brooklyn Union Gas, and even though where KeySpan is

          6  the holding company, our roots are still here in the

          7  City. We have the pleasure of serving not only

          8  Brooklyn, Staten Island and Queens, the boroughs in

          9  the City and the recognition of the people who were

         10  there before me who had the foresight to start the

         11  Cinderella program, people who believed in this City

         12  and people who still believe in this City.

         13                 So, it's a real pleasure for me to be

         14  here to accept this recognition. I will bring it

         15  back to all of the employees and the other people of

         16  Brooklyn Union so they can take pride in this great

         17  recognition.

         18                 Thank you very much.

         19                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you, Bob. And

         20  God bless you. Thank you on behalf of all of our

         21  colleagues.

         22                 Council Member Jose Rivera. Now we

         23  have a great honor, since our distinguished Council

         24  member from the Bronx has a very important

         25  proclamation to present and will explain it right
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          2  now.

          3                 Council Member Rivera.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: First, Mr.

          5  Speaker, I would like for everyone to look into this

          6  screen, we have a 30-second presentation that we

          7  would like to share with everyone who is in this

          8  chamber today.

          9                 Can we get sound?

         10                 (Transcription of video presentation

         11  shown.)

         12                 MODERATOR: Auschwitz 1943? No. Kosovo

         13  1998. Will we have to say never again, again?

         14                 (End of video presentation.)

         15                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: Mr. Speaker, what

         16  we have just seen on the screen is some of the

         17  atrocities that have been committed against the

         18  people of Kosovo. The time has arrived for this

         19  body, who has always stood up for justice and peace

         20  and in defense of human rights and democracy, as we

         21  have done for Northern Ireland and for South Africa,

         22  where we fought to free the majority from an

         23  oppressive minority, to stand up for the ethnic

         24  Albanians in Kosovo.

         25                 In my 11 years in this body, Mr.
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          2  Speaker, I have been proud to be part of what we

          3  have stood for. I believe that we should not allow

          4  the ethnic Albanians, who make over 90 percent of

          5  the population at Kosovo, to be so ruthlessly

          6  slaughtered by a representative, cruel and ruthless

          7  government.

          8                 Today, Mr. Speaker, we have with us

          9  representatives of the National Albanian American

         10  Council, some of which I know personally. Ischmidt

         11  Sujak. (Names are phonetic).

         12                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Come right up.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Abne

         14  Moustafit. Abne is the president of the National

         15  Albanian American Council.

         16                 Marjin Kube, president of the

         17  Democratic League of Kosovo; and Prustin Ebrage,

         18  former president of the Democratic League of Kosovo.

         19                 The headquarters of the National

         20  Albanian American Council is located in the district

         21  that I represent. This is a community of

         22  approximately over 200,000 in the City of New York

         23  and growing. The Albanians have come to this country

         24  seeking political freedom, much like the pilgrims

         25  who came seeking religious freedom in 1620, and
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          2  landed at Plymouth Rock.

          3                 Mr. Speaker, the Albanian community

          4  is seeking the same right, the self-determination

          5  that our forefathers saw over 200 years ago for this

          6  great nation.

          7                 I believe continuing in this body to

          8  demonstrate and to lend our support to those who are

          9  oppressed by tyranny and violence, that we should

         10  stand up and say never again to what we just

         11  witnessed on the screen.

         12                 This is a very difficult moment, this

         13  whole City, this whole nation is aware of the

         14  opposition that our nation, our president is taking,

         15  but there is a danger because the peace talk has

         16  been put off for another two weeks and we understand

         17  that the Serbian forces are mobilizing their troops,

         18  their armor vehicles and there is a danger that they

         19  will try to do a military push and to try to destroy

         20  the freedom fighters in Kosovo.

         21                 Those are my views, those are my

         22  opinions, which I share with all of you. And I hope

         23  that you, Mr. Speaker, and the rest of our

         24  colleagues, will support a resolution that we have

         25  before this body and a proclamation that is before
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          2  our clerk Carlos Cuevas.

          3                 SPEAKER VALLONE: You have my support

          4  and you have the support of all New Yorkers and I am

          5  going to ask our clerk to read into the record this

          6  proclamation which at least this body, the City

          7  Council, will present to you, with our hope and our

          8  prayers that there really be a just peace in a very

          9  war-torn nation.

         10                 Carlos.

         11                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: The Council, City

         12  of New York, Proclamation.

         13                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         14  New York is pleased and proud to honor the National

         15  Albanian-American Council for their advocacy of

         16  peace for the Albanian people of Kosovo and for the

         17  Albanians living throughout the world; and

         18                 Whereas: The NAC is not a political

         19  action committee, but rather an independent group of

         20  concerned Albanians, and Albanian-Americans who

         21  deeply care for people of their home land, and

         22  struggles that Albanians are facing throughout the

         23  world; and

         24                 Whereas: The NAC has helped to

         25  mobilize ethnic Albanians throughout the world to
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          2  help bring an end to the injustices taking place in

          3  Kosovo and to bring peace to the Albanian people;

          4  now,

          5                 Therefore, let it be known, that the

          6  Council of the City of New York honors the National

          7  Albanian-American Council for its continued advocacy

          8  on behalf of the Albanian-Americans and Albanian

          9  people throughout the world.

         10                 SPEAKER VALLONE: It would be my great

         11  pleasure on behalf of Council Member Rivera, and

         12  those of us who agree with the quest for peace

         13  anywhere in the world to present this proclamation

         14  to you.

         15                 And who would like to be the

         16  spokesperson? Please identify yourself for the

         17  record.

         18                 PARTICIPANT: (Unidentified) Mr.

         19  Speaker, Council Member Rivera, ladies and

         20  gentlemen, we are honored and privileged to stand

         21  before you today and we greatly thank you for the

         22  opportunity to address this group.

         23                 As you all know, as laid out

         24  recently, there are people in Kosovo that are being

         25  slaughtered simply for their ethnic background. As
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          2  to the question of the United States involvement, we

          3  should be conscious of the fact that we are now the

          4  remaining super power and our involvement in Europe

          5  is already there, we are already committed and it is

          6  important that we remain committed before the

          7  atrocities continue.

          8                 So, on behalf of the

          9  Albanian-American community, we thank you very much.

         10  We also would like to thank very much Peter King,

         11  who is also, along with Elliot Angle, they are both

         12  co-chairmen of the Albanian Issues Caucus, and their

         13  support has been very strong throughout the process.

         14                 So, once again, we thank you very

         15  much, and we are particularly honored for Council

         16  Member Rivera's ongoing efforts with us.

         17                 Thank you very much.

         18                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Good speed and good

         19  luck. Let's hope it works out.

         20                 Now may we have Archie Spigner start.

         21  Let's get going with our meeting.

         22                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: The

         23  Stated Meeting of February 25th is called to order.

         24  Mr. Clerk, may we have a roll call?

         25                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Abel.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Berman.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Boyland.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Carrion.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Clarke.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Cruz.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Dear.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: DiBrienza.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Dilan.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Eisland.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Eldridge.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Eristoff.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ERISTOFF: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Espada.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Fiala.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Fisher.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Foster.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Freed.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Golden.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Harrison.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Henry.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Koslowitz.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Lasher.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Leffler.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Linares.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Lopez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Marshall.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: McCaffrey.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Michels.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Miller.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: O'Donovan.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Perkins.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Pinkett.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Povman.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Provenzano.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Reed.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Rivera.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Robinson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Robles.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Rodriguez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Sabini.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Spigner.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Stabile.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Warden.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Watkins.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: White.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Wooten.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Ognibene.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Speaker Mr.

         24  Vallone.

         25                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Here.
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          2                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: There

          3  is a quorum counted and present.

          4                 Members and guests all rise, and

          5  please give your attention to Reverend Joe Parker or

          6  Wayside Baptist Church, in Brooklyn.

          7                 REVEREND PARKER: Let us bow together,

          8  if you will.

          9                 Dear God, we thank you for this

         10  opportunity together again, and we realize the need

         11  of your presence in our meetings and certainly this

         12  meeting today.

         13                 So, dear God, we invoke your presence

         14  here and ask that you would lead and guide the

         15  members as they deliberate the business that is at

         16  hand. We realize that we need your presence in all

         17  of our business as we go forth that we might make

         18  New York City and its boroughs a better place to

         19  dwell.

         20                 We pray that you would direct the

         21  affairs of this august body for we do realize the

         22  importance of the business that they transact here,

         23  and we pray that you would ever guide us and make us

         24  better citizens and make us better people, that we

         25  might have a better community, a better city, a
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          2  better world.

          3                 Thank you, again, for all of your

          4  precious blessings. We grant good health and wealth

          5  to all. We ask this, and amen. We pray.

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Amen.

          7                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: For a

          8  motion to spread the invocation in full upon the

          9  record, I recognize Council Member Povman.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: I so move to

         11  spread the invocation in full upon the record.

         12                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         13  Without objection, so ordered.

         14                 Item number three, adoption of the

         15  minutes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: None, sir.

         17                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         18  Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-500.

         20                 Communication from the Mayor

         21  submitting preliminary management report.

         22                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Governmental

         23  operations.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-501.

         25                 Communication from the Mayor,

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            20

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  returning introductory 502 to the Council.

          3                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Transportation.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-502.

          5                 Communication from the Mayor, Mayor's

          6  veto and disapproval message of Introductory Number

          7  496, base station license renewal, Andrea Car

          8  Service.

          9                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Transportation.

         10                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:

         11  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-503.

         13                 Communication from the Board of

         14  Elections. Submitting the certification of election

         15  of Christine Quinn.

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Received, ordered,

         17  printed and filed.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-504.

         19                 Communication from the Board of

         20  Election. Submitting the certification of election

         21  of Michael Nelson as the new Council Member, 48th

         22  District, Brooklyn.

         23                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Received, ordered,

         24  printed and filed.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-505.
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          2                 Communication from the Board of

          3  Elections, submitting the certification of elections

          4  of James Oddo, as the new Council Member, 50th

          5  Councilmanic District.

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Received, ordered,

          7  printed and filed.

          8                 At this time I am going to ask new

          9  Council Members Christine Quinn, Michael Nelson and

         10  James Oddo to please come forward so we can have our

         11  clerk formally install you as members of our

         12  Council.

         13                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Please raise your

         14  right hand and repeat after me:

         15                 I ...

         16                 MS. QUINN: I...

         17                 MR. NELSON: I...

         18                 MR. ODDO: I...

         19                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Solemnly swear...

         20                 MS. QUINN: Solemnly swear...

         21                 MR. NELSON: Solemnly swear...

         22                 MR. ODDO: Solemnly swear...

         23                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: That I will

         24  support the Constitution...

         25                 MS. QUINN: That I will support the
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          2  Constitution...

          3                 MR. NELSON: That I will support the

          4  Constitution...

          5                 MR. ODDO: That I will support the

          6  Constitution...

          7                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Of the United

          8  States...

          9                 MS. QUINN: Of the United States...

         10                 MR. NELSON: Of the United States...

         11                 MR. ODDO: Of the United States...

         12                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: The Constitution

         13  of the State of New York...

         14                 MS. QUINN: The Constitution of the

         15  State of New York...

         16                 MR. NELSON: The Constitution of the

         17  State of New York...

         18                 MR. ODDO: The Constitution of the

         19  State of New York...

         20                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: And the Charter of

         21  the City of New York...

         22                 MS. QUINN: And the Charter of the

         23  City of New York ...

         24                 MR. NELSON: And the Charter of the

         25  City of New York...
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          2                 MR. ODDO: And the Charter of the City

          3  of New York...

          4                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: And that I will

          5  faithfully discharge...

          6                 MS. QUINN: And that I will faithfully

          7  discharge...

          8                 MR. NELSON: And that I will

          9  faithfully discharge...

         10                 MR. ODDO: And that I will faithfully

         11  discharge...

         12                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: The duties of the

         13  office of...

         14                 MS. QUINN: The duties of the office

         15  of...

         16                 MR. NELSON: The duties of the office

         17  of...

         18                 MR. ODDO: The duties of the office

         19  of...

         20                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Council Member...

         21                 MS. QUINN: Council Member...

         22                 MR. NELSON: Council Member...

         23                 MR. ODDO: Council Member...

         24                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: In the -- and

         25  speak your district.
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          2                 MS. QUINN: In the 3rd Councilmanic

          3  District...

          4                 MR. NELSON: In the 48th Councilmanic

          5  District...

          6                 MR. ODDO: In the 50th Councilmanic

          7  District...

          8                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Of the City of New

          9  York...

         10                 MS. QUINN: Of the City of New York...

         11                 MR. NELSON: Of the City of New

         12  York...

         13                 MR. ODDO: Of the City of New York...

         14                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: According...

         15                 MS. QUINN: According...

         16                 MR. NELSON: According...

         17                 MR. ODDO: According...

         18                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: To the best of my

         19  ability.

         20                 MS. QUINN: To the best of my ability.

         21                 MR. NELSON: To the best of my

         22  ability.

         23                 MR. ODDO: To the best of my ability.

         24                 SPEAKER VALLONE: While we are

         25  escorting our new Council members to their seats,
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          2  let me take this opportunity to introduce some very

          3  distinguished guests who are with us today, because

          4  of the swearing in.

          5                 First of all, from the distant but

          6  very close Borough of Staten Island, our Borough

          7  President Guy Molinari. Please stand up. Thank you

          8  for being here.

          9                 Also, from Staten Island, our

         10  colleague here in this body who is now the Surrogate

         11  of Staten Island and the neighboring boroughs,

         12  Surrogate, his Honor, John Fusco.

         13                 We are very pleased to have three

         14  distinguished State Senators, State Senator Karl

         15  Krueger, State Senator Tom Duane, and State Senator

         16  Serph Maltese.

         17                 Democratic District Leader Mike

         18  Geller.

         19                 District Manager Dorothy Terrano.

         20                 Chief of Staff to Marty Connor,

         21  Christine McLaughlin. And District Leader Arthur

         22  Schwartz.

         23                 At this point, while I know I would

         24  like to hear from our Council members, our new

         25  Council members, that is, to introduce any members
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          2  of their family, starting off with Council Member

          3  Christine Quinn.

          4                 Who would you like to introduce? You

          5  can have the privilege of the speaker for about 30

          6  seconds.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Wow. I am going

          8  to chain myself to it.

          9                 I just want to make a couple of

         10  introductions. I want to introduce my District

         11  Leader from Greenwich Village, Arthur Schwartz. And

         12  I want to introduce my father, Larry Quinn, who is

         13  here. My domestic partner Laura Morrison. Tom was

         14  already introduced. I want to introduce the woman

         15  who was my campaign manager, is now my chief of

         16  staff, Maura Keeney.

         17                 The Speaker just said I could say

         18  something, but I am completely -- I just want to say

         19  that I am thrilled and I am very proud to be here. I

         20  worked obviously with many of the Council members in

         21  this body as a staff member, so I have a great deal

         22  of respect for it and know how much good for the

         23  City of New York the Council can accomplish and I am

         24  just very, very proud to be a part of it and to be

         25  part of all I can to help move the City forward.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Council Member Mike

          3  Nelson. Some day this stand may be one of yours, you

          4  have only been here 11 years, so come on up, Mike.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you. I

          6  would like to introduce some close friends of mine,

          7  Mike Geller, who is here. District Leader of the

          8  45th.

          9                 Barry Cobb, my campaign manager.

         10                 My close dear friend Vincent Neseller

         11  is here.

         12                 My dear close friends, Mr. Bernie

         13  Catcher is here, Cheryl Siegelman, all dear friends.

         14  Courtney Geller, and a dear friend and a man who I

         15  worked for for five years as the Chief of Staff and

         16  we are still talking to each other, Senator Karl

         17  Krueger, and Dotty Terrano. Thank you.

         18                 I am very proud to be a part of this

         19  august body, and it has been 15 years in the making

         20  of the dream that I had, and it is hard to realize I

         21  am actually here. I hope to do this institution as

         22  proud as it has done to the City of New York.

         23                 Thank you very much.

         24                 SPEAKER VALLONE: And, Jim, who knows,

         25  with the Republicans growing and multiplying the way
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          2  they are lately, this could be yours some day.

          3                 Jim Oddo. Come on up, Jim.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you, Mr.

          5  Speaker.

          6                 This is a sort of home coming for me,

          7  and I have to state at the outset, so I don't miss

          8  the opportunity, that the reception I have received

          9  on both sides of the aisle walking into this

         10  building this week has been incredible, from staff

         11  on down to my new colleagues. Thank you so much.

         12  This place has been home for me, a home away from

         13  home, for seven years, and the last time I was

         14  actually on the floor during a Stated Meeting was in

         15  December when my boss and mentor John Fusco said his

         16  farewell remarks. And during that speech he took the

         17  time out to thank me, and he told a funny story that

         18  you may recall that my parents actually supported

         19  his first opponent, and my parents are here and they

         20  will never live that down.

         21                 They were democrats, by the way,

         22  folks. But despite the fact that I came from a

         23  family that supported his opponent, Mr. Fusco took

         24  me in seven years ago and I think he saw a young

         25  attorney who was trying to find himself and I think
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          2  he saw just a little bit of himself in me and he

          3  gave me a wonderful opportunity, and I will forever

          4  be thankful for that. He is an incredible man and

          5  has had a profound impact on my life.

          6                 I am just so proud to be a part of

          7  this body, and I say to my colleagues, we may differ

          8  on issues but please know that my ears and my mind,

          9  and maybe more importantly my heart, is open to each

         10  and every one of you, and I know that we are in a

         11  rough climate right now in the City, but I think

         12  that I want you to know that I look forward to

         13  working with each and every one of you for the

         14  betterment of not only my district but all of the

         15  City of New York. And thank you. Thank you from the

         16  bottom of my heart for everything. Thank you.

         17                 Oh, I am sorry. My leader, my greater

         18  leader, she reminds me of my first mistake, in the

         19  front row is John Oddo, Marge Oddo, my parents. You

         20  already know the Borough President. And if I can

         21  just mention a few other folks. Eddie Burke, Danny

         22  Donovan, Jimmy Reyes, from the BP's office. Gary

         23  Gantland who was John Fusco's Chief of Staff is the

         24  new Public Administrator. Josephine Ferninani,

         25  Analdo Ferrer from the Brooklyn portion of the
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          2  district. Eileen Sacho, who worked and did such a

          3  fantastic job on the campaign. Marie Carmody, new

          4  Director of Constituent Services. Andrey Solei.

          5  Thank you so much for all of your help. Thank you

          6  guys.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: As former Democrats

          8  I certainly would have introduced you, you know

          9  that, Borough President.

         10                 May we return to our agenda, please

         11  thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you, Mr.

         13  Speaker. Thank you, Council Member Spigner, for

         14  sitting in.

         15                 Former Council Member Fusco, welcome

         16  back, however, temporarily. Mr. Borough President

         17  and others.

         18                 And at this time we will go to

         19  Petitions and Communications.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M506.

         21                 Communication from the City Council,

         22  recalling Intro. No. 502 regarding Sam's Car

         23  Service, Staten Island.

         24                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Received, ordered,

         25  printed and filed.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Land Use

          3  Call-Ups.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M507.

          5                 By Council Member Quinn. Pursuant to

          6  rules of the Council and the Administrative Code,

          7  unenclosed sidewalk cafe, 184 Eighth Avenue.

          8                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Land Use Call-Up.

          9                 Roll call, please.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Will the clerk

         11  please call the roll at this time.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Abel.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Boyland.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dilan.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eisland.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eristoff.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ERISTOFF: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Espada.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fiala.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fisher.

          5                 (No response).

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Golden.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fisher.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Henry.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Koslowitz.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lasher.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Leffler.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: McCaffrey.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Miller.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Nelson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Oddo.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: O'Donovan.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Povman.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Provenzano.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Quinn.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reed.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rivera.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robles.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rodriguez.

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Sabini.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Stabile.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Watkins.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Boyland.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Henry.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Council Members,

          9  please return to your seats.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Ognibene.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Speaker Mr.

         13  Vallone.

         14                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Aye.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: By a vote of

         16  29 in the affirmative, nothing in the negative,

         17  adopted and referred to the Committee on Land Use.

         18                 At this time I would like to turn to

         19  the Speaker for any communications.

         20                 SPEAKER VALLONE: I have a

         21  communication from Tom Ognibene, the Minority

         22  Leader, advising us there was a meeting of the

         23  Republican Caucus held on February 25th, 1999,

         24  Council Member Stephen Fiala was designated Minority

         25  Whip of the Caucus.
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          2                 Congratulations, Stephen.

          3                 Council Member Eisland wanted to make

          4  a statement, as we go into general orders, about one

          5  of the items on our agenda today.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: I just wanted

          7  to note that we are naming a street in the Bronx for

          8  a very distinguished jurist, Judge Ben Nolan.

          9  Besides being distinguished in an intellectual way,

         10  anybody who knew Judge Nolan knew that as a

         11  humanitarian, they would be coming in front of a

         12  judge that cared about people more than most people

         13  that I have ever met in politics or in the

         14  judiciary.

         15                 So, it is with a great deal of

         16  pleasure that I note the street naming. And also to

         17  mention that the apple does not fall far from the

         18  tree, and his son, Bob Nolan, who has been in the

         19  Borough President's office for a great many years I

         20  believe is here. Is he here in the chambers?

         21                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Bob, are you still

         22  here?

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Bob, we love

         24  you, your family, and I think we all feel very proud

         25  in this City, particularly as Bronxites, to have
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          2  known your dad and to be doing this action today.

          3                 SPEAKER VALLONE: I don't have to add,

          4  Bob, that your dad was a respected jurist not just

          5  in Bronx County but throughout the City of New York,

          6  and I had the distinction of not only knowing him,

          7  but my later father Judge Charles Vallone was a good

          8  friend of your father, too. So, it is with great

          9  pleasure that I would join in honoring your dad's

         10  memory today.

         11                 Council Member Leffler, on an item on

         12  our agenda today.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Yes. Ladies

         14  and gentlemen, my colleagues, I rise to urge passage

         15  of Intro. 120-A on our agenda today which regulates

         16  charitable solicitations on behalf of police

         17  officers.

         18                 The City has a significant interest

         19  in regulating charitable solicitations done on

         20  behalf of law enforcement personnel. Under the

         21  Administrative Code, all law enforcement

         22  organizations engaged in such solicitations must

         23  register with the Police Commissioner and comply

         24  with certain record keeping and reporting

         25  requirements, including an annual report.
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          2                 In addition, they must refrain from

          3  committing certain prohibited acts, such as

          4  misleading potential donors to believe that any

          5  funds contributed were being raised for the Police

          6  Department or the PBA, and for making false

          7  representations that the person soliciting donations

          8  is a police officer. Persons violating the

          9  provisions may be charged with both civil and

         10  criminal penalties.

         11                 However, the Administrative Code

         12  defines "law enforcement organizations", as those

         13  groups whose members include present or former

         14  police officers.

         15                 As a result, an organization that

         16  solicits contributions for charity toward police

         17  officers and/or their families, and whose members do

         18  not include present or former officers, falls

         19  outside the regulation scheme of the Administrative

         20  Code.

         21                 This bill seeks to incorporate, "any

         22  organization, association or conference established

         23  for the benefit of benevolence towards the support

         24  of present or former members of the force, or the

         25  families of such law enforcement personnel, into the
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          2  regulatory scheme of the Administrative Code.

          3                 The bill also has a provision

          4  requiring that information be made available to the

          5  public about such organizations, including how much

          6  money these organizations collect and how the money

          7  collected is spent.

          8                 The legislation is intended to

          9  protect the public at large from groups whose real

         10  motive is profiteering, by preying on the public's

         11  sympathy of the slain officers' families. It is not

         12  meant to hinder organizations dedicated to helping

         13  the police.

         14                 The Public Safety Committee voted

         15  seven nothing in favor of the bill, which was

         16  introduced at the request of the Mayor, on February

         17  17th of this year.

         18                 I would like to acknowledge the work

         19  of Richard Dachs on this bill and Jim Caras, who has

         20  filled in as interim counsel to our Committee until

         21  the arrival of our new Counsel Ted Bechler today.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you.

         24                 Any other Council members who wish to

         25  speak on any item on today's agenda?
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          2                 Then we will move forward.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you, Mr.

          4  Speaker.

          5                 Discussion of General Orders.

          6                 The Report of Special Committees.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: None, sir.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Report of

          9  Standing Committees.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Report of the

         11  Committee on Housing and Buildings.

         12                 Intro. 198-A. An amended local law in

         13  relation to the installation of sprinkler systems.

         14                 SPEAKER VALLONE: That is amended and

         15  laid over.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Reports of the

         17  Committee on Land Use.

         18                 LU 305 and companion resolution 638.

         19                 UDAAP 19995120 HAX, 547 East 180th

         20  Street, et al., Bronx.

         21                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on general

         22  order.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 319. ULURP

         24  C990032 BPM. City-owned property, Manhattan.

         25                 SPEAKER VALLONE: That's approved with
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          2  modifications and referred to City Planning,

          3  pursuant to Rule 11.20(b) of our rules and 197(d) of

          4  the Charter.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 332 and

          6  companion resolution 639.

          7                 New school construction, PS 69-K,

          8  Brooklyn, Ninth Avenue.

          9                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 333, and

         11  companion resolution 640.

         12                 ULURP 980506 ZMM, property, Canal

         13  Street, Manhattan.

         14                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 334 and

         16  companion resolution 641.

         17                 ULURP C970220 PSK, 34 Barrett Street,

         18  Brooklyn.

         19                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 341 and

         21  companion resolution 642. Sidewalk cafe, 296-300

         22  Third Avenue, Manhattan.

         23                 SPEAKER VALLONE: That's a motion to

         24  disapprove.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 342 and
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          2  companion resolution 643. Sidewalk cafe, 1505 First

          3  Avenue Manhattan.

          4                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on general

          5  order.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 345 and

          7  companion resolution 644. ULURP C980574 ZMR, zoning

          8  changes, Staten Island.

          9                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 360 and

         11  companion resolution 645.

         12                 Preconsidered UDAAP 19995229 HAK, 31

         13  Washington Street, Brooklyn.

         14                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Reports of the

         16  Committee on Parks, Recreation, Cultural Affairs and

         17  International Intergroup Relations.

         18                 Intro. 473-A. An amended local law,

         19  Eileen C. Dugan Boulevard Smith Street, Brooklyn.

         20                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Amended and laid

         21  over.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Intro. 474.

         23                 A local law, West Joice Corner,

         24  Manhattan.

         25                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Intro. 483.

          3                 A local law, Judge Benjamin F. Nolan

          4  Way, Bronx.

          5                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Report of the

          7  Committee on Public Safety. Intro. 120-A.

          8                 An amended local law in relation to

          9  the regulation of charitable solicitation for law

         10  enforce personnel.

         11                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Amended and coupled

         12  on general order.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Reports of the

         14  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         15                 M-467 and companion resolution 646.

         16  Consenting to the appointment of Peter Caliendo,

         17  Standards and Appeals Board.

         18                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         19                 A motion to rules, coupled on general

         20  order.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Report of the

         22  Committee on Transportation.

         23                 Resolution 365-A. An amended

         24  resolution offering employees TransitChek benefits.

         25                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Amended and coupled.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: General order

          3  calendar.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 329 and

          5  companion resolution 647.

          6                 ULURP C990036 PPR, City-owned

          7  property, Staten Island.

          8                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Resolution

         10  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         11                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         12                 At this time I would ask for a roll

         13  call on a coupled general order calendar.

         14                 Anyone who wasn't here for Land Use

         15  could ask for their vote to be included on the roll

         16  call.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Will the clerk

         18  please call the roll.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Abel.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Boyland.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Carrion.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Clarke.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dear.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Yes, and I want

          7  to vote yes on the Land Use.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dilan.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eisland.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eristoff.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ERISTOFF: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Espada.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Yes.

         16                 CONCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fiala.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fisher.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Foster.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye, and aye

         22  on Land Use.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Freed.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Golden.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Henry.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Koslowitz.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lasher.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Leffler.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lopez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

         13                 May I have permission to vote on the

         14  Land Use issues, please?

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Without

         16  hearing objections, please.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes on the

         18  issues.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Marshall.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: May I be

         21  allowed to vote on Land Use issues if there are no

         22  objections?

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: No objection,

         24  so ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: I vote aye
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          2  on all Land Use and all general coupled orders.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: McCaffrey.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Aye on all

          8  general orders and ask to have unanimous consent to

          9  vote on Land Use Call-Up, voting aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Miller.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Nelson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Oddo.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: O'Donovan.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Aye. And

         18  unanimous consent for Rules, Privileges and

         19  Elections, aye on that too.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Povman.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Provenzano.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rivera.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robles.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reed.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robinson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Thank you.

          8                 Yes, hello, I vote yes on Land Use

          9  Call-Ups, if I am permitted to do so, and also on

         10  all general coupled orders. Thank you.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Sabini.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rodriguez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Unanimous

         15  consent to vote on Land Use Call-Ups.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Okay, aye

         18  on that, and aye on all general coupled orders.

         19  Thank you.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Stabile.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Watkins.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Aye.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            48

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 May I please have permission to vote

          3  on the Land Use Call-Ups?

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Without

          5  objection, please.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: I vote aye on

          7  Land Use.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: White.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: May I ask for

         10  permission to vote on all Land Use Call-Ups?

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Hearing no

         12  objections.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: I vote aye on

         14  all Land Use items and I vote aye on all general

         15  coupled orders.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Boyland.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Hello. May I

         18  have permission also to vote on all Land Use

         19  Call-Ups?

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Hearing no

         21  objection, please.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye, and aye

         23  on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fiala.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Golden.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Oddo.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reed.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Linares.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Ognibene.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Speaker Mr.

         15  Vallone.

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reed.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: That will work.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Yes.

         21                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Council Member Reed

         22  asks permission to vote on Land Use too.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: And Council

         24  Member Linares, as well.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eldridge.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Here.

          3                 Aye.

          4                 SPEAKER VALLONE: She asks permission

          5  to vote on Land Use too.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: DiBrienza.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: I vote aye

          8  on all, including Land Use, assuming there is no

          9  objection.

         10                 Thank you very much.

         11                 And before calling the next name,

         12  assuming no objection, I do want people to know that

         13  the bill relating to Homeless Services, which is on

         14  today, essentially amounts to three changes to the

         15  legislation previously passed, vetoed and

         16  overridden, which led to the long, enormous fight

         17  that many of you read about, which has successfully

         18  been concluded, both in terms of the locality and

         19  wonderful programs at stake, and the homeless bill

         20  which actually advocates tell us has become a better

         21  bill, and once again, under the direction of the

         22  Speaker, I believe the Committee has acted on behalf

         23  of all New Yorkers, those concerned with, whether

         24  concerned or not, with the issue of homelessness,

         25  and certainly I think reflects well on the City
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          2  Council as a whole.

          3                 So, it amounts to three amendments

          4  that make it a better law, and I thank you all, and

          5  please record the aye vote.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Ognibene.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Aye.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: All coupled

          9  general orders are adopted, by the same 45 to

         10  nothing vote.

         11                 At this time let's move to

         12  introduction and reading of bills, if any.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: At this time I would

         14  ask the bills be referred to Committees indicated on

         15  the calendar, with the exception of those on for

         16  immediate consideration, starting off with

         17  resolution 633. By Council Members Eisland,

         18  Koslowitz, Dear, Berman, Fisher, Lasher, Freed,

         19  Michels, McCaffrey, Foster, Rivera, O'Donovan,

         20  Warden, Cruz and Nelson.

         21                 Calling upon the Department of

         22  Consumer Affairs to conduct a Passover Kosher Market

         23  Basket Survey, in a timely fashion, and encouraging

         24  consumers to use this information to choose stores

         25  that keep their holiday prices in line with their
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          2  year round prices.

          3                 Council Member Eisland.

          4                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Council Member

          5  Eisland.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Thank you

          7  very much. And I appreciate the consideration

          8  immediately. This is the 20th year that I have done

          9  the Kosher Market Basket shop and I would ask for

         10  immediate consideration.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Are there any

         12  objections to this immediate consideration?

         13                 Hearing none, all in favor please say

         14  aye.

         15                 Opposed, no.

         16                 This immediate consideration is

         17  adopted.

         18                 Congratulations, Council Member, for

         19  the 20th year.

         20                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Resolution 636. By

         21  Council Members Rivera and DiBrienza. Condemning the

         22  brutal campaign of murder employed by Yugoslavian

         23  President Slopbodan Milosevic against ethnic

         24  Albanians in Kosovo and urging President Clinton and

         25  the United States Congress to take direct and
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          2  immediate action to bring peace to Kosovo.

          3                 Council Member Rivera.

          4                 Council Member Rivera waives the

          5  reading and asks for immediate consideration.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Are there any

          7  objections to this immediate consideration?

          8                 Hearing none, all in favor, please

          9  say aye.

         10                 Opposed, no.

         11                 This consideration is also adopted.

         12                 SPEAKER VALLONE: At this time I would

         13  ask that the Council Members who wish to speak on

         14  any matter whatsoever, I am sorry, were there more?

         15  Council Member Leffler.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: One second.

         17                 Council Member Quinn.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: I just wanted

         19  to vote aye on the roll call and also ask if I could

         20  vote aye on Land Use Call-Ups, and 507.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Without

         22  objection, so ordered.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Thanks.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: As the Speaker

         25  indicated, General Discussion, and I see Council
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          2  Member Leffler and DiBrienza and Marshall and

          3  Watkins have asked to be recognized and others will

          4  be after those four. And Council Member Robinson.

          5  Those five, in that order, please.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Thank you

          7  very much, Mr. Public Advocate.

          8                 My colleagues, ladies and gentlemen,

          9  a number of people have asked me what I propose to

         10  do as Chair of the Public Safety Committee in the

         11  aftermath of the killing Amadou Diallo. And having

         12  thought about this over the President's Day weekend

         13  I came to this as a proposal, which I have submitted

         14  and which I am told we will do if it makes sense.

         15                 So let me tell you what I think makes

         16  sense.

         17                 The entire City is saddened by this

         18  loss, but we must penetrate the circumstances behind

         19  this death and identify the policy concerns that

         20  need addressing.

         21                 These concerns have been identified

         22  in a number of deaths over the last several years -

         23  the Louima case, the Anthony Biaz case - where task

         24  force after task force has made recommendations in

         25  the last five years - our own Council Public Safety
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          2  Committee, the Mayor's Task Force following Louima,

          3  the dissenters to the Mayor's Task Force, Amnesty

          4  International, the Mollen Commission and the City

          5  Human Rights Commission five years ago.

          6                 All of them have criticized the

          7  NYPD's failure to reduce tension, improve

          8  communication, with minority communities

          9  particularly, and address institutional problems,

         10  such as inadequate policies, procedures and culture

         11  that encourage or don't discourage misconduct.

         12                 In the light of the Diallo incident,

         13  what I think we should do is revisit these reports

         14  and see the extent to which the recommendations in

         15  them have been carried out, particularly with

         16  respect to the intent to which the NYPD reflects

         17  different communities.

         18                 We made recommendations with respect

         19  to incentives for residents, we have made

         20  recommendations with respect to improved recruitment

         21  and training, we have made recommendations with

         22  respect to increased monitoring and note, the

         23  officers in the Diallo shooting had many CCRB

         24  complaints, a number of shooting incidents, was the

         25  monitoring system sufficient.
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          2                 Similarly we have made

          3  recommendations to improve discipline and increase

          4  accountability with respect to discipline.

          5                 What I think we should do as a Public

          6  Safety Committee and the Council, is have an

          7  oversight hearing, in addition to the one with

          8  respect to the Street Crimes Unit, on the status of

          9  the Department's response to the broad range of

         10  findings and recommendations in the reports I have

         11  mentioned, and assess the Department's progress,

         12  based on the testimony and on additional research

         13  that we would do.

         14                 Last night a number of us went to the

         15  Citizens Budget Commission dinner, which was to me

         16  uplifting, and what I respected about that group is

         17  a certain sustained professional oversight and

         18  attempted accountability, which we can do as well

         19  and that we should do here and that you, Mr. Public

         20  Advocate, are seeking to do with respect to the

         21  accountability with the CCRB, all of these matters

         22  are integrated. It is not just the Street Crimes

         23  Unit which should be looked at, it is the NYPD

         24  response with respect to recommendations for similar

         25  killings.
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          2                 I submit this makes sense, it is

          3  consistent with what we are trying to do as a

          4  Council, I hope we will support it.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

          7  Council Member Leffler.

          8                 And if people could try to keep

          9  within the two minutes.

         10                 Council Member DiBrienza and Council

         11  Member Watkins, in that order.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: I just have

         13  a brief comment to make.

         14                 As tragic as this Diallo shooting has

         15  been, and as upsetting as it has been to virtually

         16  all New Yorkers, I was present today for what I

         17  could only describe reluctantly, have to describe,

         18  as a harrowing and awful press conference. I could

         19  not believe what I was hearing as I stood in the

         20  foreground of the rotunda.

         21                 With all due respect to the Minority

         22  Leader of the Council, I cannot understand how that

         23  expression, however insincerely intended initially,

         24  but nonetheless how it was presented, could in any

         25  way be viewed as something that contributes
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          2  positively to the healing process. I was pretty

          3  shocked and I feel compelled to say that for the

          4  record.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Council Member

          6  Watkins, please.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: I got a call

          8  yesterday from a member of the press giving me an

          9  advance on the press conference that some of my

         10  colleagues were going to have today, giving me some

         11  advance information on the content. I didn't want to

         12  believe it. And I told that reporter that I didn't

         13  believe that colleagues and members who sit in this

         14  body would attempt to trivialize the pain that

         15  people feel.

         16                 I feel compelled to stand here and

         17  say that we, too, regret and mourn the death of

         18  every police officer who perishes in the line of

         19  duty, because we understand that protecting us is

         20  their main duty.

         21                 But make no mistake, you cannot

         22  substitute and use as a mask the death of police

         23  officers for the pain that an entire City feels and

         24  the tears that a mother sheds, looking at the body

         25  of an innocent child riddled with bullets, and if
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          2  this were someone guilty of something, that mother,

          3  that father would still prefer to visit that person

          4  behind the bars of a jail cell. None of us want to

          5  go and put roses on a grave. So, until such time,

          6  and God forbid you should have to go and watch a

          7  child, a brother, a son or an uncle of yours shot

          8  down --

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Ten seconds.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: -- In the

         11  street, where tigers have been used less grievously,

         12  and until such time as you walk in our shoes, how

         13  dare you say that our pain is about politics, how

         14  dare you tell us to be grateful for what God has

         15  given us and that is the ability and the power to

         16  walk free and not to be shot down like animals in

         17  the street.

         18                 How dare you give us statistics as a

         19  mother and a father and indeed a nation now --

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Time has

         21  expired.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: -- Looks with

         23  shock and horror upon a City where such an indignity

         24  can occur. If you have a heart, then I hope you

         25  regret the words that you spoke so cavalierly today.
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          2  And if you don't, all I say is may God have mercy on

          3  your soul.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

          5  Council Member.

          6                 For purposes of voting, I want to go

          7  out of order and call on Council Member Pinkett.

          8                 Are there any objections?

          9                 Hearing none, please.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Thank you,

         11  Mr. Public Advocate.

         12                 I would like to vote aye on all Land

         13  Use orders first, and then aye on all other orders.

         14  Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         16  Council Member Pinkett.

         17                 In order, Council Members Robinson,

         18  Marshall, Boyland, Linares and Miller.

         19                 Council Member Robinson, please.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Thank you

         21  very much, Mr. Public Advocate.

         22                 I rise to express my outrage and

         23  indignation at the press conference that took place

         24  earlier today sponsored by my Republican colleagues.

         25                 It is apparent that we are living a
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          2  tail of two cities here in New York City.

          3                 I don't know how we could all be in

          4  this City together and not see the pain and the

          5  suffering of the people that walk the streets on a

          6  daily basis. Apparently there are no people in the

          7  areas that my colleagues represent that do not have

          8  jobs. There are no people there that are on public

          9  assistance. There are no people there that are

         10  having problems with their children in school, et

         11  cetera, et cetera. And I say this because you would

         12  think that the people of color are the bad people of

         13  this City of New York, who are constantly being shot

         14  down, like they are being used as cannon fodder by

         15  the New York City Police Department. And I am one

         16  who stands to say that I do not prejudge all of the

         17  Police Department, but certainly we have a cancer

         18  somewhere, and at some point in time it needs to be

         19  addressed, and we cannot continue to hold up a

         20  banner on something that is cancerous and wrong. It

         21  is wrong, it is wrong. In our community, if I say it

         22  is wrong, if someone does something, it is wrong.

         23  But you have to know you cannot continue to support

         24  an administration that continues to support wrong

         25  acts.
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          2                 What is happening to the people in

          3  this City is wrong. You cannot have a Mayor of the

          4  City of New York that supports a Police Department

          5  and says it's all right. As soon as someone is shot,

          6  oh, yeah, they were doing their duty. But what about

          7  the rights of that person? What about the young

          8  people who walk these streets on a daily basis that

          9  are harassed and their civil rights are denied.

         10                 Yes, we, too, sing America too, but

         11  our rights are not to be abridged an abused by the

         12  Police Department.

         13                 We are under siege. We recognize

         14  that.  You must recognize it too. Maybe you as a

         15  white male are not under siege as we are in our

         16  communities. You should walk through. As Council

         17  Member Watkins says, change your color and walk

         18  through our communities and see what happens to you.

         19  See what happens to your young people.

         20                 You must change your attitudes and

         21  behavior. We need to end the racism of the racist

         22  policies that are being perpetuated by the City of

         23  New York. When you talk about other people being

         24  racist, they don't have the capacity because they

         25  don't have the resources.
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          2                 The City of New York in the person of

          3  the Mayor has the resources to be racist in their

          4  social and economic policies, and that is what is

          5  happening in the City of New York.

          6                 I ask you to take a look at those

          7  policies and stop always holding up the banner of

          8  things that are wrong.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         11  Council Member Robinson.

         12                 Forgive my microphone, it is not

         13  working well.

         14                 Council Member Marshall. And I would

         15  ask our colleagues to try to stay within two minutes

         16  so we are even-handed.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: This morning

         18  Councilman Sabini and I attended our local police

         19  breakfast that happens once a year. I was a little

         20  shocked to find out that the Mayor has discontinued

         21  these breakfasts around the City, because they give

         22  a real opportunity for the police in the community

         23  to get together, we honor one another and it is a

         24  very important thing about community and police

         25  relations.
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          2                 I was a little shocked to hear that

          3  our colleague on the Republican side of the aisle

          4  today did something that I think was not really

          5  collegic at all. I believe that there isn't a human

          6  being in this City that wasn't touched by what

          7  happened to Amadou Diallo.

          8                 I know that people are concerned

          9  about it, it goes across all color lines, all

         10  nationalities, we are getting comments, we are

         11  getting concerns from people who have never really

         12  even expressed problems before.

         13                 We are reading in the newspaper where

         14  the police are getting very rambunctious, arresting

         15  a man who said to another man you shouldn't really

         16  throw that dirty cup on the street, you should put

         17  it in the litter basket, and when he said that the

         18  man came over and collared him and told him you pick

         19  up the so and so and so on and so forth, and they

         20  got into a little debate there and it turns out the

         21  person who did the littering happened to be a

         22  plainclothes policeman.

         23                 Now, both the man who stopped him and

         24  as a good citizen said don't throw it on the ground,

         25  both of these gentlemen were white, I represent a
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          2  district that, and many of my colleagues also

          3  represents districts that are many, many different

          4  kinds of people, I am getting concerns being brought

          5  up in community board meetings that come from people

          6  of all different persuasions.

          7                 But nonetheless, I am an

          8  African-American, and I raised a son in this City.

          9  My son grew up to be a very fine young man and he is

         10  making a great contribution to the world.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Ten seconds.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Little did I

         13  know that when he was about 21 he told me, when we

         14  were reflecting on police stopping people, young men

         15  driving in cars, that my son had been stopped many

         16  times. He simply answered the policeman and

         17  fortunately he never got into any confrontation. We

         18  have to train our young minority boys. We have to

         19  train them, when a policeman stops you, one thing

         20  you don't do, you don't move your hands in and out

         21  of your pockets, you answer with respect, because

         22  they are vulnerable, and until it happens to you,

         23  you cannot really imagine it. I mean, I was brought

         24  up to praise policemen, but I am a little

         25  disappointed when my colleagues say it is blatant
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          2  politicizing and those who attack the Mayor, we are

          3  attacking what happened, and I think every decent

          4  citizen in our city is attacking what happened. Even

          5  the Mayor later on today, this morning, he had

          6  second thoughts about it and he, too, condemned the

          7  incident, but we had to go through all of this to

          8  get him to do that.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Time has

         10  expired.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: I am going

         12  to end, but I want to express -- where is Mr.

         13  Ognibene? Did he leave the floor? Where are you,

         14  Tom? We are from the same borough and I am really

         15  very, very disappointed in what you did today.

         16                 Tom, I want to say it while you are

         17  here in the room, that I was very, very disappointed

         18  in what happened today, and I am very anxious to

         19  hear what you have to say about all of this.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         21  Council Member Marshall.

         22                 Council Member Boyland.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: What an

         24  interesting day we have had today, Mr. Public

         25  Advocate.
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          2                 So many things have come across our

          3  desks, have come across our minds, in terms of how

          4  we deal with each other as human beings within this

          5  City. I am just hoping that we can learn from this

          6  lesson and we can move forward to say that the

          7  atrocities that have been put on, especially our

          8  youth, meeting with several youth within my

          9  community, they are afraid now, the parents of them

         10  are afraid to send them outside in terms of not

         11  knowing what their rights are, not knowing who is

         12  going to protect them, not knowing who is going to

         13  defend them. So, we are now trying to put a

         14  conscious effort forward to educate our young people

         15  on how to deal with when they are stopped by the

         16  police, how to deal with issues when they are

         17  approached by several people, because I think it is

         18  important how, when their Miranda rights are

         19  supposed to be read to them and how to deal with

         20  them so we don't have atrocities like what happened

         21  with Amadou Diallo, also with Michael Bennett, a

         22  young man that we are now doing a resolution for who

         23  was killed by gang violence, and also for the young

         24  many in Queens that Council Member Spigner spoke

         25  about earlier. So, we don't have to come together to
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          2  these gatherings and these tragedies, but yet we can

          3  come together and focus on some of the positive

          4  things that we should be dealing with within our

          5  City, especially being Black History Month, we need

          6  to begin to look at some of our positive young

          7  people, some of our positive role models and focus

          8  on that. There are too many things going on.

          9                 We also need to make our Mayor aware

         10  that this City is a diverse City and he needs to

         11  also look at there are so many cultures that live

         12  within New York City because we are a great City and

         13  we should start recognizing that we all contribute

         14  to what makes this City great and sit down with some

         15  of our leaders even in the City Council so they can

         16  recognize what makes this City a great place.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you very

         19  much, Council Member Boyland.

         20                 Council Member Linares.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: I, too, would

         22  like to echo some of the remarks that my colleagues

         23  have made.

         24                 I don't feel necessarily outraged at

         25  my colleagues stepping up, it is their
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          2  constitutional right to do so. But what I find

          3  saddening, considering they are part of this body,

          4  of this collective, is that they engaged in not

          5  being constructive, instead being divisive, and in

          6  fact, not just insensitive but incitory in terms of

          7  a very, very serious situation that we face in the

          8  City.

          9                 In trying to step up and be the

         10  defensive of the Mayor, I think that they are

         11  depicting and reflecting a sense of desperation,

         12  which should not be.

         13                 In a moment in which we face a great

         14  obstacle, a sense of pain, a sense of crisis, it is

         15  important that the leadership steps up and extends a

         16  hand and asks for everyone to be part of the

         17  solution. This City Council, legislatively speaking,

         18  and in many other respects needs to be a partner

         19  with the Mayor to try to find the appropriate action

         20  so that this does not happen again. And that is what

         21  is unfortunate in my estimation.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Time has

         23  expired.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: So, what my

         25  colleagues, my Republican colleagues have done this
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          2  morning, and I ask them to reflect on this, and I

          3  ask the Mayor to step up to the plate as the Mayor

          4  of all New Yorkers, the moment requires for that to

          5  happen.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

          7  Council Member Linares.

          8                 Council Member Miller.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Yes, Mr.

         10  Public Advocate. I also rise this afternoon to

         11  express the sadness that I felt in reading the press

         12  release, and I am sorry that I wasn't able to attend

         13  the press conference that my colleagues held, but in

         14  reading the press release that they issued. And

         15  certainly let me just say from the outset that I

         16  think I speak probably for almost every member of

         17  this body, that we -- I certainly don't disagree

         18  with everything that was said in the release,

         19  certainly I think that I share every New Yorker's

         20  disgust with any placard that compares every member

         21  of the Police Department to the KKK. It is not an

         22  appropriate response, it is not a reality, and

         23  certainly I would agree that that is not an

         24  appropriate response to the problem that we are

         25  faced here in the City with either, and the vast
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          2  majority of police officers are honorable and even

          3  heroic public servants, some of whom have given

          4  their lives for us and we owe the, a tremendous and

          5  indescribable debt of gratitude.

          6                 But that fact, the fact that certain

          7  individuals have responded to this tragedy by

          8  putting up a placard or two or three or four like

          9  that. Doesn't change the reality of the situation

         10  that we are faced with here in this City today; and

         11  that is, many people of color, tens of thousands,

         12  hundreds of thousands, if not millions of New

         13  Yorkers, have a great deal of fear and distrust of

         14  the Police Department at this time.

         15                 I was very touched, and my eyes were

         16  opened to a certain degree when I read in the New

         17  York Times a story of the mother who told her son

         18  not to run down the street because she was afraid

         19  that he would be perceived by the police as running

         20  away from them.

         21                 I cannot imagine and I know that it

         22  is not -- or I can't believe that it's the case, I

         23  grew up in the City and my mother never told me

         24  anything like that.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Ten seconds.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: And I can't

          3  believe that most white parents are telling their

          4  children something like that either.

          5                 And that is a reality, and it is

          6  something that we have to come to grips with, and we

          7  cannot and we will not come to grips with it. If we

          8  are to dismiss criticism of the current policies or

          9  procedures or at least acknowledgment of this

         10  program as somehow racist or as somehow saying to

         11  these communities that feel this way you are wrong.

         12  They aren't wrong, they feel.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Time has

         14  expired.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: And what we

         16  need to do is to acknowledge that. And, frankly, the

         17  reason that I am saddened is because I am a

         18  professional politician. We are all professional,

         19  not all of us, but all of the people in here are

         20  professional politicians, we know how to read press

         21  releases, we know what press releases mean and what

         22  they don't. And when I read this, my only reaction

         23  was that when I read this it seemed to me to be an

         24  attempt to divide. And I say that, I acknowledge it

         25  and I feel it, and I was saddened. I hope I am
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          2  wrong, and I hope that we will all be able to work

          3  together in a constructive way to address this

          4  problem and to make this City a greater and stronger

          5  and more united City.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

          8  Council Member Miller.

          9                 Council Member Quinn.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes, thank you,

         11  Mr. Public Advocate.

         12                 You know, I thought today would be a

         13  great and very celebratory day for myself and my

         14  family and friends, my first Stated Council meeting,

         15  and instead one of the first things I found out when

         16  I got to City Hall today was about the press

         17  conference that was held. And as my family and

         18  friends came to the swearing in, they all had

         19  questions about the press conference and why some

         20  members of the City Council were attacking other

         21  members, and why the City Council was not standing

         22  as a whole in response to the murder of Amadou

         23  Diallo and in response to police brutality in this

         24  City. And I didn't really have an answer for them, I

         25  don't have an answer why that happened this morning,
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          2  but I do know that it will forever be my memory of

          3  my first meeting, and I will never forget that seven

          4  members of this body stood on the steps and tried, I

          5  believe, to divide this Council along racial lines.

          6                 And I was proud to stand with other

          7  members in the rotunda a little while ago and send a

          8  clear message that the vast majority of New Yorkers

          9  and the vast majority of City Council members,

         10  regardless of their race or religion or where they

         11  are from or their sexual orientation or anything

         12  else, recognize that police brutality is an enormous

         13  problem in this City, recognize that police

         14  brutality does not discriminate, that everyone can

         15  be the victim of it and that everyone is the victim

         16  of it, and that we will not let any force in this

         17  City divide us in our struggle against police

         18  brutality, and we will not let people divide us

         19  along racial lines.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         22  Council Member Quinn.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Thank you.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: In order,

         25  Council Members Mark Golden, Fiala, Rivera and
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          2  Michels, Council Member Clarke.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you Mr.

          4  Public Advocate.

          5                 I think that more than any other

          6  member of the City Council, I am always when I am

          7  asked how do you get along with your colleagues in

          8  the City Council, I have always said very well

          9  because we work to make sure that the City works for

         10  every New Yorker. No one has felt the pain of police

         11  brutality, police disrespect, police misconduct than

         12  the 40th District that I represent.

         13                 First it was Mr. Brown, a van driver,

         14  who was brutally beaten in the 63rd Precinct, where

         15  his neck and his back was broken, and who forever

         16  will be in a wheelchair, the City, paying $16

         17  million for that damage, will never be able to raise

         18  his child and his wife in a manner that he would

         19  have even being a van driver. So, money does not pay

         20  for that pain.

         21                 Then following that was Oswald

         22  Watson, who took 18 bullets on Church Avenue, and

         23  the story that went out was that he was driving a

         24  stolen car, and that colored everything, and as it

         25  turned out, the man was not driving a stolen car,
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          2  yet he took 18 bullets on Church Avenue, and

          3  everybody said, well, nobody is going to go out for

          4  him because they thought he was an immigrant,

          5  although he came from Virginia.

          6                 Then following that has been Louima.

          7  And I swallowed my pride on everything that my

          8  community wanted me to do to sit on the Task Force

          9  for Police Community Relations because I thought it

         10  would make a different.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Ten seconds.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: I never missed

         13  a single meeting. And people on that task force were

         14  from the extreme right to the extreme left, the way

         15  Americans described people's philosophy.

         16                 We made recommendations and had the

         17  Mayor listened to those recommendations then, we

         18  probably would not be here today saying we want

         19  justice because he would have acted just then --

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Time has

         21  expired.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: And for my

         23  colleagues who today stood up on the steps and said

         24  what they have to say, let me tell you in plain

         25  Jamaican: fish at the bottom of the sea don't know
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          2  when the sun is hot. So, you live comfortable, you

          3  don't know what poor communities, minority

          4  communities, black communities, and especially those

          5  of you who are nativists, feel for those of us who

          6  are recent immigrants in this country, how you act

          7  and how you misbehave.

          8                 So, let me say to you, my colleagues,

          9  you should be helping to solve the problem, not to

         10  create the problem. You saw what happened in

         11  Washington when people acted partisan and what

         12  partisan politics can do, rather than creating an

         13  atmosphere where all Americans work together,

         14  whether you are natural or naturalized like I am.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         16  Council Member Clarke.

         17                 Council Member Golden.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Thank you,

         19  Sir.

         20                 I was at a press conference earlier

         21  today and it is not the press conference that I seem

         22  to hear about in this room. We weren't out there to

         23  divide, we were out there to bring together. We were

         24  not out there to separate, we were out there to

         25  bring the City of New York closer together and to
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          2  point out that there are some people out there that

          3  are making it an issue and politicizing it and

          4  blaming the Police Department and the Mayor of the

          5  City of New York for this isolated tragic incident.

          6  And it is an isolated tragic incident.

          7                 There are 7 million people that live

          8  in the City of New York and we do have,

          9  unfortunately, isolated situations.  And they just

         10  don't happen here in the City of New York, they

         11  happen all over the country and all over the world.

         12  None of us condones what happened, we are all

         13  sympathetic for Mr. Diallo, all of us are

         14  sympathetic towards that cause, but we did try to

         15  point out that the City of New York, the Police

         16  Department, is one of the greatest in this City and

         17  one of the greatest in the country.

         18                 When 1993, when we had almost 800,000

         19  felony index crimes in this City, that is rape,

         20  robbery, murder; in 1998, we had less than 400,000.

         21  There were 225,000 arrests in 1993, and in 1998

         22  there were closer to 400,000.

         23                 In 1993, with a Police Department of

         24  27,000, there were 211 shooting incidents. In 1998

         25  there are 111. This is the most restrained Police
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          2  Department in the world. They have done a great job,

          3  unfortunately, and I say unfortunately, that there

          4  are tragic isolated incidents like this and we

          5  should not divide our City but bring our City closer

          6  together and try to make the City of New York one of

          7  the greatest cities of the world. That is all we

          8  tried to do and that is all we are going to try to

          9  continue to do.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Ten seconds.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         13  Council Member Golden.

         14                 Council Member Fiala is not in

         15  attendance. Council Member Rivera.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you, Mr.

         17  Public Advocate.

         18                 I first would like to take this

         19  opportunity to welcome and congratulate the new

         20  members to the City Council, and especially Jimmy

         21  Oddo. Having listened to Jimmy in his remarks, and

         22  one of the things he said is we are facing difficult

         23  moments of time in this City. I would like to, for

         24  the record, it was 1964 that Solella Rodriguez was

         25  killed under the bridge, 96 and West Side Highway.
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          2  And the Mayor at that time was none other than the

          3  greatest liberal democrat in this City and this

          4  country, Robert Wagner.

          5                 Quickly, in 1979, I marched with

          6  thousands and thousands of African-Americans,

          7  concerned progressive whites, and Latino, when we

          8  marched in Brooklyn when Luis Biaz, the mother

          9  called upon her, because he had mental problems and

         10  the mother needed help, thousands of us marched and

         11  I feel our right to demonstrate, to be heard, to

         12  share the pain were violated. The Mayor at that time

         13  was none other than the great Democrat Ed Koch, who

         14  now is on our side on the issue of Amadou.

         15                 On February the 4th, this young

         16  African man from Guinnea, Amadou Diallo, gets killed

         17  and it happens again. It shouldn't happen anywhere

         18  in the City of New York, but once again it happened

         19  in the Borough of the Bronx.

         20                 It was not too long ago that a young

         21  man playing football right outside his house gets

         22  killed right outside his house, again in the Borough

         23  of the Bronx.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Ten seconds.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: What I am
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          2  trying to say is, that Jimmy Oddo is right, we are

          3  facing difficult moments. In my view it doesn't

          4  matter who the Mayor of the City of New York is,

          5  there is a problem and we should deal with the

          6  problem, and it is with the Police Department.

          7                 For over 25 years this City,

          8  activists in this body, after 25 years felt that

          9  there was a need to come up and put together

         10  something called Civilian Complaint Review Board.

         11  The fact of the matter is, if that Civilian

         12  Complaint Review Board had been doing its job,

         13  Officer Livote would not have been on the force.

         14                 The fact of the matter is --

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Time has

         16  expired.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: The fact of

         18  the matter is these are facts, my friends. The fact

         19  of the matter is, that if the police, the Civilian

         20  Complaint Review Board had been doing its mission,

         21  its job that we legislated it for, one of these

         22  officers involving the killing of Amadou Diallo was

         23  also involved in the killing of an African-American

         24  young man in Brooklyn, and maybe he wouldn't have

         25  been on the force.
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          2                 After Abner Louima's insane and

          3  sadistic attack, not in the street of the City of

          4  New York, and these are facts, I am not attacking

          5  the Police Department, I am not attacking any member

          6  of the Police Department, we are not attacking

          7  anyone. We are reminding this body, number one, that

          8  the policeman's best friend happened to have been in

          9  this body because as the Chair of the Civil Service

         10  and Labor Committee, with the participation of my

         11  colleagues, Walter McCaffrey and our colleague, Mary

         12  Pinkett and others, when the police needed help,

         13  when there was the high numbers of police suicides,

         14  heaven knows why they were committing suicide,

         15  heaven knows, we were there, that was one area where

         16  we got involved, we looked and we identified funding

         17  to help the police officers in whatever kind of

         18  problem they were having inside the Police

         19  Department.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Time has

         21  expired.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: So, I cannot

         23  stand here and be accused that I am not a friend, or

         24  that this body is acting irresponsible.

         25                 My friends, it happened in the Bronx,
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          2  and all of us here, all of us here must ask why is

          3  it that in the Borough of the   Bronx, when you

          4  empanel a jury, people are afraid, and the DAs are

          5  afraid that if it is a policeman, the policeman

          6  feels that he feels better by going before a judge

          7  than a jury in the Bronx.

          8                 What I am trying to say is, that a

          9  lot of people in this City have lost confidence in

         10  many of our police officers and their attitudes,

         11  their disrespectful attitudes.

         12                 Out of the Abner Louima situation

         13  came out something called CPR, Courtesy,

         14  Professionalism and Respect. Well, in my district,

         15  in my community and all of the demonstrations I have

         16  seen, they said that's a joke, that what that stands

         17  for is Cops Practicing Racism, CPR.

         18                 We are not saying that Rudy has not

         19  tried to deal with the issues, we are not saying no

         20  one has not tried, but we are seeing that we try

         21  only when we are under pressure.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Council Member

         23  Rivera, please try to conclude.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: And that is

         25  part of the mistake.
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          2                 We better deal with the issue. I

          3  predict that if these officers are indicted, just

          4  like Livote, his friends, his friends from the force

          5  came out in numbers, in the thousands, and we felt

          6  intimidated in the courts, we feel that that is

          7  going to happen again.

          8                 So we all should be coming together

          9  and not try to imitate Congress and the Senate by

         10  bringing partisan politics into this.

         11                 Let me say in conclusion that this is

         12  not about attacking Rudy Giuliani, because the one

         13  person in the Latino and the Puerto Rican community

         14  leading the demonstration is none other than

         15  Reverend Ruben Diaz, whose ministry, over 100

         16  organizations, has always been a strong supporter of

         17  Rudy Giuliani. And I can go on --

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Please don't.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: People are

         20  angry in our community and we need to deal with the

         21  issues. Bringing in party politics, I don't think

         22  that is the right way to go.

         23                 Thank you very much.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         25  Council Member Rivera.
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          2                 I am sorry to have to cut off people

          3  to stay within their two minutes.

          4                 Council Member Fiala, would you like

          5  to speak at this time?

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I apologize.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: No apology is

          8  needed.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I am upset and

         10  angry.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: I understand.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Thank you, Mr.

         13  Public Advocate.

         14                 Not divide - educate. We did not

         15  divide - educate. So that there is no

         16  misunderstanding as to the intent of my remarks, let

         17  me tell you what was intended, and don't misconstrue

         18  or misinterpret the intended from what you would

         19  have our citizens interpret.

         20                 I said, and I say this again, that in

         21  a democracy as old and vibrant as ours, and somebody

         22  brought up politics, in a two-party system as

         23  vibrant as ours, public discourse, heightened

         24  rhetoric, hyperbole, all the things we are doing

         25  here today and do every meeting is a given. But that
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          2  we run the risk, a serious risk when we cross the

          3  line, and we turn tragedies into opportunities, no

          4  fingers pointed to any individual here, but to

          5  suggest by some of you that there aren't individuals

          6  out there who are using this for their own political

          7  gain and painting with a broad brush, and that that

          8  broad brush and those broad strokes aren't affecting

          9  the psyche of the people we represent toward the

         10  thin blue line, and this is what I said, there is a

         11  thin line that divides a civilized society from one

         12  of anarchy, and in this City that thin line is a

         13  thin blue line of 40,000 men and women who go out

         14  every day and put their lives on the line, their

         15  wives, their husbands, their children don't know if

         16  they are going to come home. The Diallo case was a

         17  tragedy, and our hearts go out to his family, and to

         18  his friends and to his community; however, it is

         19  disingenuous to suggest that there aren't people who

         20  are acting with a lynch mob mentality and suggesting

         21  that actions be taken which run counter to the

         22  principals and the policies and the procedures that

         23  our democracy entails.

         24                 Ladies and gentlemen, the District

         25  Attorney has asked that the Police Department hold
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          2  back, allow him to conduct his investigation.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Time has

          4  expired.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: We have a moral

          6  obligation to draw the line somewhere and the place

          7  to draw the line is here.

          8                 All we wanted to do today, and we are

          9  going to continue to do it, or I know I am, is to

         10  state the facts. Are there bad cops? Yes. But

         11  leaders, politicians, religious leaders, and civic

         12  leaders, have a higher level of responsibility than

         13  those that watch television and read the papers to

         14  make sure the facts get out there. We want the facts

         15  heard. You heard the statistics, read the press

         16  release, I don't need to defend this Mayor, I don't

         17  need to defend this Police Commissioner, they do it

         18  on their own. I am defending the police officers,

         19  and I am trying to make sure that the people that I

         20  represent, and we all represent, realize that this

         21  is a safer city, and realize that the facts are the

         22  facts and no matter how many times the other side,

         23  some of those out there who want to go around

         24  offering opinions, they can say it once, ten times,

         25  it won't alter the facts.
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          2                 So, ladies and gentlemen, apologies

          3  if you misconstrued what was said, but facts don't

          4  lie. It is a time for healing, we want to work with

          5  you. We don't want to divide, to the Council Member

          6  who said divide, we wanted to educate, and we will

          7  work with you to educate.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         10  Council Member Fiala.

         11                 In order, Council Members Michels,

         12  Reed and Foster have sought to be recognized.

         13                 If there are any others, of course

         14  they can speak. And Council Member Stabile and

         15  Pinkett, and then concluding, Council Member

         16  Minority Leader Ognibene.

         17                 Council Member Michels.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Thank you.

         19                 With all due respect to my Republican

         20  colleagues, I think it illbehooves them to question

         21  the motives of those who have been speaking here

         22  today and who spoke here earlier, when they, in

         23  their own statement, questioned the motives of those

         24  of us who have been speaking out on this issue, in

         25  this very media advisory, they said it was done for
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          2  personal political gain, that is questioning the

          3  motives.

          4                 You may not mention names, but it is

          5  very clear who this press release is intended to. We

          6  have a terrible outrage here, everybody agrees to

          7  that. And this is not an isolated situation, there

          8  is no question about that either. It did not happen

          9  in a vacuum. We have a real problem. And those of

         10  you who disagree, you should understand sometimes

         11  even the perception becomes a reality.

         12                 The Republicans in a misguided

         13  attempt to defend this Mayor who is perfectly able

         14  to defend himself, have exacerbated the situation

         15  that we find ourselves in.

         16                 They have diverted the attention from

         17  the real issues that have to be addressed here, and

         18  that is the fault I find with the Republican

         19  Minority. They have caused animosity between

         20  colleagues who need to work together to go to the

         21  roots of this problem. And those roots are adequate

         22  training. Evaluation of new members of the police.

         23  Monitoring of police members who are already there.

         24  Evaluation of street police rules and regulations

         25  and conduct confronting citizens, and trying to get
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          2  people from the City of New York to be members of

          3  the police, residency requirements.

          4                 We must work together, our

          5  constituents expect us to. But it serves no one's

          6  interest to point fingers at each other.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Ten seconds.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: So what I say

          9  to the Republicans, admit you made a mistake. Admit

         10  that and work with us so that we can get to the real

         11  issue of these problems and we have a duty to do

         12  that to our constituents.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         15  Council Member Michels.

         16                 Council Member Reed.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you, Mr.

         18  Public Advocate.

         19                 I am not sure that I have a great

         20  deal more to offer in this, except for my, the

         21  horror that I felt personally at the death of this

         22  young man who was an immigrant. I don't think there

         23  is anybody in this room that doesn't have some roots

         24  to immigrants. The difference, it seems to me, is

         25  the color of this immigrant's skin, and the fact
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          2  that we have found an opportunity to now look at

          3  ourselves in the mirror and say what has happened.

          4                 If we, as elected officials, and we

          5  as members of the City and the country don't realize

          6  that racism is the elephant in the room, in our

          7  conscience and in our culture, then we are not doing

          8  ourselves or our country or our elected or our

          9  constituents any service, because until we finally

         10  get it, that this is an issue that permeates every

         11  intersection of public policy, we are not going to

         12  be able to have a fair and equal conversation.

         13                 Every time someone speaks out against

         14  a Jew, the first thing I can expect is for the media

         15  to run to me on the phone or in person and put a

         16  microphone in my face and have me denounce that

         17  person, particularly if they are African-American.

         18  Every time somebody speaks out about something that

         19  happens to a white person and it is racial, I am

         20  asked to speak out because I am supposed to be the

         21  good colored representative.

         22                 That is how they see us. They don't

         23  see us as human beings. So, it becomes difficult

         24  from time to time to me because obviously I am

         25  outraged at the ridiculous behavior and rhetoric of
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          2  people who want to have marches and call themselves

          3  youth rallies, and obviously the people who hate

          4  people and people who kill people down in Texas who

          5  go and murder -- it is easy to do that, but I don't

          6  find it very easy for my colleagues to understand

          7  the pain in my community, and that pain has no

          8  color. It is a pain of racism in this country, that

          9  if we were finally able to let go of it, you can't

         10  let go of something until you recognize it.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Time has

         12  expired.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: And if you let

         14  go of it, we could all have a much more civil

         15  discourse, but before that happens, you, my

         16  Republican colleagues, have to acknowledge that is a

         17  reality in this country.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         19  Council Member Reed.

         20                 Council Members Foster, Stabile,

         21  Pinkett and Spigner have sought to be recognized.

         22                 Council Member Foster.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Thank you, Mr.

         24  Public Advocate.

         25                 I seldom speak on the floor, but the
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          2  sick, sick press release I saw today compels me to

          3  say something.

          4                 I may be the second senior person

          5  down here chronologically, I have lived long enough

          6  to have witnessed with my own eyes actual lynching

          7  of people because of the color of their skin. Some

          8  years ago when Elinor Bumpers was murdered in the

          9  Bronx, I protested that, not because a white person

         10  was responsible, but because a black man was Police

         11  Commissioner and tried to defend the murderer. Right

         12  is right and wrong is wrong, regardless to whom they

         13  committed.

         14                 I have been through it all, I have

         15  seen it all. I have heard and seen in the 21 years I

         16  have been down here some sick statements, but the

         17  lead on that statement today was the sickest thing I

         18  have seen since I have been down here.

         19                 I am a part of those people that are

         20  protesting. I protested and marched when the Jews

         21  were seeking independence for Israel. I am old

         22  enough to have been a part of that group that

         23  marched when India was seeking independence and when

         24  Africa was seeking independence.

         25                 I am opposed to any type of bigotry,
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          2  or racisms, but I also have the right to speak out

          3  when I see something that is deliberately geared to

          4  hurt and destroy.

          5                 My colleagues, I am not only

          6  disappointed in you, but I respected you and I am

          7  hurt that you could not see that in more than 40

          8  years, not one black or Latino policeman has ever

          9  killed a white person by accident, and yet it

         10  happens to us all the time.

         11                 This is not an isolated incident. You

         12  don't know what it means for me as a black man when

         13  my wife and daughter leave the house, for me to pray

         14  that they will return before some policeman hurts

         15  them. Now, that is an actual fact.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Your time has

         17  expired.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: You don't know

         19  what it means to me as a pastor for me to say to my

         20  young men every Sunday, when you see a policeman,

         21  just raise your hands, even before they speak to

         22  you. That is what we are living through here in this

         23  city now.

         24                 I am old enough, and I will close by

         25  saying I remember when I was locked in here, when
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          2  10,000 drunken policemen were outside trying to get

          3  in here, calling David Dinkins a wash, and I

          4  remember who was out there with that group, and that

          5  man was not trying to stop them. And if you think I

          6  am lying, get the videotape, if you want to talk

          7  about facts, look at that fact.

          8                 I am sorry that I have to stand and

          9  say this, but I am saying this:  As a black man at

         10  my age I don't have so much to lose because I have

         11  never been supporting poor citizenship, this country

         12  has never lived up to its promise to me, one nation

         13  under God. So, you who are white, or Caucasian, you

         14  have more to lose than I have.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Time has

         16  expired.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: I understand

         18  you, sir.

         19                 Let me just tell you something: It

         20  happened in Germany when they picked on one group,

         21  it will happen over here unless we are careful.

         22  People will continue to allow their children to be

         23  killed and demonstrate. I am out there with the

         24  demonstrators, I have never heard one yet call the

         25  Mayor a racist, I will stay there until justice is
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          2  done. I am sorry to say that. But I am not angry,

          3  just hurt and humiliated that my colleagues would

          4  put out such a vicious lie in the beginning of that

          5  press conference.

          6                 Thank you, Sir.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

          8  Council Member Foster.

          9                 Council Member Stabile.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: I am also

         11  hurt and upset that another party, in a two, or

         12  three or four-party system, doesn't have the right

         13  to have a press conference and to say the facts

         14  about some of the statistics that have been out

         15  there, that the media who so conveniently is not

         16  here today, my colleagues, look around, the media is

         17  not here, have not had the opportunity to print. The

         18  media had some of these facts that were coming out

         19  about the high rate of crime dropping in minority

         20  areas, about the high rate of crime dropping in

         21  other areas of the City, that the amount of police

         22  officers under Howard Safir have been fired, almost

         23  300, that none of the predecessors ever did.

         24                 But that wasn't mentioned. This was

         25  not a press conference to preach hate, but
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          2  unfortunately, if you look around this room, I don't

          3  know if the camera really does, look how many

          4  colleagues of ours have left. They said their piece

          5  and they left. Quite a few. Quite a few of the

          6  leadership have decided to leave this Council. And

          7  if that is fair, I am addressing the remarks I made,

          8  and the remarks I made I feel very strongly about.

          9                 And let me tell you all something

         10  else, I hate to even say it, but I am going to say

         11  it, because a staff member told me not to say it. I

         12  lost a son, and if Juanita Watkins didn't leave

         13  already, I would address her, and I put roses on his

         14  grave once a week, because of an accident that was

         15  caused by the police, and he is dead at the age of

         16  18 years old. Never, ever was in trouble. Nothing

         17  was done with intent. He was a victim because the

         18  police were chasing a car back in 1990, ladies in

         19  gentlemen. Chasing a car that was stolen and he was

         20  killed by the car that was stolen.

         21                 So, when you talk about tragedy, I

         22  understand tragedy. What I am saying as a Republican

         23  or a Democrat or a liberal or conservative, we also

         24  have a right to express our feelings, and for the

         25  outrage, everyone else can say what they want to day
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          2  and not even look at the issue of the facts that we

          3  were trying to bring out. And you want to know

          4  something, there is hate in this City, and there is

          5  bigotry in this City, and it is all over the world,

          6  and as leaders responsible, we should not condone

          7  someone out there with KKK sign saying that about

          8  the New York City Police Department.  And we should

          9  not condone people who are protesting. And I will

         10  say it again. It wasn't Rudolph Giuliani, or Howard

         11  Safir raising a flag and saying fire. It was an

         12  accident that has to be investigated. And if these

         13  police officers are guilty, they should get the

         14  fullest extent of the law.

         15                 And you want to know something? I am

         16  scared too. You know why I am scared? I am going to

         17  tell you why I am scared. Because several years ago

         18  I made a stink in one of my precincts, and I heard a

         19  police officer say it is very easy to drop a bag of

         20  cocaine in Al Stabile's daughter's car, but I

         21  addressed it. I went to the Borough Commander, who

         22  was black, who helped address it and solved the

         23  problem and worked on it.

         24                 So when you talk about your children

         25  being in the street and being scared, I am also,
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          2  because the minute we do something, we are also

          3  victims and can be victims, but the facts speak for

          4  themselves. Why doesn't someone read that report and

          5  read some of the stuff that is out there and see the

          6  difference in our streets, in the safety of our

          7  streets from 1993 to the present time.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         10  Council Member Stabile.

         11                 Council Member Pinkett, please.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Thank you,

         13  Mr. Public Advocate.

         14                 I am outraged about the report

         15  because it is an attempt to confuse us by making a

         16  statement that is not the issue at all.

         17                 We are wise enough not to attack the

         18  Police Department and all of the Police Officers.

         19  Why do people call the name of the Mayor? Because

         20  the Mayor is the chief officer of the City of New

         21  York.

         22                 We have heard what the District

         23  Attorney said. We understand that this is a City and

         24  that there is a rule of law, but the Mayor has the

         25  option of saying we can't make judgments, but he
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          2  also could have said, we are sorry, these officers

          3  indeed must be removed from their place of business,

          4  and we are going to take every necessary step to see

          5  that justice is done.

          6                 That was not said to that community.

          7  It was one more black man that was dead. One more

          8  black man killed. Four officers and one small man

          9  with 19 bullets. Forty-one bullets, one man and 19

         10  wounds. It was the fact that it was so horrible.

         11                 The other thing that I object to is

         12  this marvelous crime versus property report. I

         13  believe that crime has gone down statistically as

         14  you present it. I knew a man who used to say, they

         15  say liars -- that figures don't lie, but he also did

         16  say that liars can figure. So, statistics can say

         17  many things, it says what sometimes you want it to

         18  say.

         19                 Is crime indeed the squeegie people

         20  who have been taken off the street? Is crime indeed

         21  the kid who can't afford a lawyer and who is in

         22  jail? Is that crime also? Is that part of what is

         23  this statistic? Are we talking about real crime? Are

         24  we talking about inflated crime?

         25                 I believe that crime has gone down in
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          2  New York City, Chicago, Detroit, Boise Idaho, all

          3  over the United States, but they have not had to

          4  give up their rights, their dignity and their lives.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Time has

          6  expired.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: And, so, what

          8  I am saying is that we as an elected body, and I

          9  must say this, we as elected officials have a

         10  responsibility to establish the right to the people

         11  of the City of New York that your lives are

         12  important, and we as governmental officials regard

         13  you as important, because you are the people who

         14  chose us, you are the people who pay our salaries

         15  and we are not more important than you are. You make

         16  it possible for us to be here.

         17                 My last reminder, if this report had

         18  been published 25 years ago, the names would have

         19  been Colombo, the names would have been other than

         20  the black community. Because all of those prisons

         21  were not built for me, they were built for you. Just

         22  my turn. And before that they were built for

         23  somebody else. So, please don't impress me, I can't

         24  stand the excitement.

         25                 Thank you.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

          3  Council Member Pinkett.

          4                 Council Member Spigner.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Can't we all

          6  get along?

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: No.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: I did not see

          9  the press release, or I didn't have an opportunity

         10  to read it, to understand it, someone passed it to

         11  me and this is the first time I am having it given

         12  to me. But I just would want to say, though, that I

         13  trust the intellect and the integrity of the outrage

         14  of my African-American sisters and brothers that

         15  they have expressed. They are able to interpret and

         16  to give their opinions.

         17                 What is troubling to me, though, is

         18  that here we are a City Council, representing the

         19  various interests and the various communities and

         20  parts of our City economically, socially and

         21  otherwise, and if this City is to provide the

         22  provide the opportunities and the good life for all

         23  of us, then this City Council must work together.

         24  This City Council must work together.

         25                 We are going to have to put forth the
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          2  effort because if we don't do it, what are we going

          3  to expect from our children and from our

          4  communities? It serves no purpose, there will be no

          5  winners. We will all be losers. We will all be

          6  losers.

          7                 I will read this document, until I

          8  do, though, I must tell you I share fully the

          9  concerns, because I know, and I come from a similar

         10  background. I am going to suggest to the Speaker,

         11  maybe we need a retreat, I don't know, maybe we need

         12  to sit down, this Council needs to come together.

         13  This Council needs to come together and have an

         14  honest exchange, and I believe that if we can come

         15  to some common priorities and agenda items as to how

         16  to work together as a legislative body, it can be

         17  transferred to the City, respecting the rights of

         18  all. It is an opportunity that we should not let

         19  pass and just say this is another horrendous

         20  occurrence, another tragedy, these speeches become

         21  more predictable at every meeting, the lines are

         22  hardening and we don't need that, we don't want

         23  that. We have got to live together and we have got

         24  to get along.

         25                 Thank you.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

          3  Council Member Spigner.

          4                 I think the final remarks before

          5  Minority Leader Ognibene speakers, is Council Member

          6  Fisher.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: I think one of

          8  the things that I have been the proudest of in the

          9  years that I have been in the Council is the fact

         10  that we have worked so hard as an institution to

         11  repeal the fear tax that so many New Yorkers use to

         12  pay every time we stepped out of our homes.  One of

         13  the elements in that campaign that we all shared

         14  together was to build a new sense of trust and

         15  relationship between the New York City Police

         16  Department and the residents of New York. That, in a

         17  vacuum, against the backdrop of the periodic

         18  corruption or brutality scandals that would rock the

         19  Police Department, I remember when Michael Dowd was

         20  arrested in the 94th Precinct in Greenpoint and

         21  every police officer I talked to was ashamed of what

         22  had happened because they felt as they walked the

         23  streets that they were all Michael Dowds, and I

         24  suspect that every police officer today is ashamed

         25  at the notion that they are looked at as one of the
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          2  people who fired those 41 bullets.

          3                 But I think my colleagues across the

          4  aisle under-estimate the fear tax that is being paid

          5  in some communities. Maybe not in my neighborhood,

          6  maybe not in your neighborhood, but it is real, it

          7  is palpable, and unfortunately, with all due

          8  respect, you demean the citizens of good well who

          9  feel that way when you tell them that if they simply

         10  knew how well off they were, they would be grateful

         11  instead of angry. And I suggest to you that that is

         12  not a constructive approach.

         13                 I also want to tell you that I

         14  remember when Ed Koch was pilloried over race

         15  relations in Brooklyn. I remember when David Dinkins

         16  was pilloried over race relationships also in

         17  Brooklyn in a different neighborhood under different

         18  circumstances. I don't remember anyone standing up

         19  and saying it is because they were democrats. That

         20  is not what the issue was about.

         21                 And I would suggest to you again that

         22  it was unfortunate that you chose to come together

         23  as Republicans, instead of coming together as New

         24  Yorkers.

         25                 There may be some legitimacy to your
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          2  view, but by presenting it in the fashion that you

          3  did, you built walls, rather than taking them down.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

          5  Council Member Fisher.

          6                 Council Member Minority Leader

          7  Ognibene.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Thank you,

          9  Mr. Public Advocate.

         10                 I am glad I have the opportunity to

         11  go last because I think to some extent I was the one

         12  who provoked this discussion. And I remember an old

         13  saying of Mark Twain that nothing shocked him more

         14  than the outrage he received when he told the truth,

         15  and people may not want to hear that but I do want

         16  to talk about it. And please remain -- I didn't

         17  criticize you when you spoke, and please give me an

         18  opportunity to speak, please, I ask that. We are

         19  here to debate and we are here to get angry.

         20                 I suppose what I said outraged you.

         21  Did it? If it did, good. Were you angered? Even

         22  better. And I am going to tell you why. I have been

         23  a Council Member now for some seven years and I

         24  anticipate that I will be a Council Member for

         25  another three years. I had an opportunity to serve
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          2  in this City since 1991, the exception '92. I was

          3  born and raised here. I was born in 1943, and it's a

          4  great City, and it is a City that I love and

          5  respect. And I was born on 139th Street and

          6  Amsterdam Avenue, it's a wonderful neighborhood.

          7  It's a neighborhood more diverse. We like to use the

          8  word diversity, we didn't use it then, we just lived

          9  it, and this is a good City and a wonderful City,

         10  and I saw that deteriorate. I saw it deteriorate.

         11  Maybe in the seventies I didn't notice it too much,

         12  but certainly in the eighties and the beginning of

         13  the nineties, and I was as depressed as anyone else.

         14  And I was pleased when that man across the hall,

         15  Rudy Giuliani, was elected Mayor of the City of New

         16  York. Certainly some of the pleasure I took out of

         17  it was political, but some of it also was because

         18  that I thought that he was going to do a better job

         19  for the citizens of New York City. And we have had a

         20  lot of ups and downs, but one thing that has been

         21  constant, absolutely constant, under his leadership,

         22  whether you like it or not, whether you believe it

         23  or not, whether you think it's statistics or not,

         24  and most people don't think it's statistics, this

         25  City has gotten safer. It has gotten better, too,

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            108

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  although you may want to dispute the meaning of the

          3  word "better" from your own view, but certainly

          4  crime is down, certainly the statistics that we

          5  presented in the letter were accurate.

          6                 Now, why did we really present them?

          7  Did we present them so that you could ratify them

          8  and be happy in that ratification? No. I will tell

          9  you why, because just as you are outraged and just

         10  as you are angry, I was angry too. This was not

         11  about the death of Amadou Diallo, that is a tragedy

         12  that is going to be resolved by our judicial system.

         13  I have my own opinions about it but I am not going

         14  to speak to them here. To say that it was a shocking

         15  event would be putting it mildly. But it is not

         16  about that, it is about what came afterwards that

         17  bothered me, and I watched for a long time. I didn't

         18  speak out, because I knew if you spoke out it would

         19  be mischaracterized. But I watched the TV, and I

         20  picked up the newspapers every day, and I saw the

         21  characterization of the police, the Police

         22  Commissioner and the Mayor across the hall. They

         23  weren't mild accusations. Clearly the import of all

         24  of the accusations was that somehow this man had

         25  complicity in some conspiratorial conduct and that
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          2  Mr. Diallo's death was a product of that

          3  conspiratorial conduct.

          4                 To me that was an outrage. To me,

          5  that angered me. People talk about police conduct

          6  and the death and destruction that is on our

          7  streets. I pointed out in my release that 8,000

          8  people died on the streets under the Administration

          9  of David Dinkins. I did not hear an outrage about

         10  that. I didn't hear it concerted, I didn't see press

         11  releases, I didn't see people standing around on the

         12  steps of City Hall, I didn't see accusations, but

         13  8,000 human beings were left on our streets. It was

         14  the use of violence by the police, with the

         15  27,000-man force under the previous Mayor gun

         16  violence by the police was at its highest. As a

         17  matter of fact, in 1993 there were 212 shooting

         18  incidents by police under the previous Mayor. Didn't

         19  see any outrage, didn't hear any outrage, didn't

         20  even read about it in the newspapers.

         21                 Under the present Mayor claims of

         22  abuse and charges of abuse are down now almost 50

         23  percent. Shooting incidents by police officers have

         24  steadily declined to a low of 111, never before have

         25  the police in the City of New York discharged their
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          2  guns less than they did in 1998. Did I hear anybody

          3  applaud the Mayor? Anybody applaud the Police

          4  Commissioner and the police for showing restraint?

          5  Thirty-eight thousand police officers, up 35.7

          6  percent from under the previous Mayor, and yet there

          7  is a 50 percent cut in the use of firearms on the

          8  streets of this City.

          9                 As a matter of fact, statistics now

         10  show that New York City is the safest police force

         11  in the world.

         12                 Now, are there problems that exist

         13  between certain communities? Absolutely. Should we

         14  address them? Absolutely. And I want to do that. But

         15  it was impossible to have a dialogue. There could be

         16  no discussion. There could be no discussion for the

         17  same reason that we heard what went on here, even by

         18  some of the people who didn't take the time to stay

         19  to listen to my remarks.

         20                 Unless we can have an open

         21  discussion, unless it is with anger, unless it is

         22  with outrage, unless we are willing to look at both

         23  sides and look at the facts, unless we are willing

         24  to look at the fairness on both sides, we are not

         25  going to have a resolution, we are just going to
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          2  continue and promote the anger.

          3                 Yes, I put out that press release

          4  today, and I knew exactly what the reaction was

          5  going to be, and I wasn't surprised by it. And I was

          6  glad it happened, because it is good for people to

          7  take the anger they hold inside and put it on the

          8  table. You can't have a solid discussion on any

          9  issue unless you are willing to do that.

         10                 So, you are angry? So you are

         11  outraged? Then let's talk about it. But when I see

         12  people trying to hide their outrage and anger by

         13  burying it on the shoulders of a man over there who

         14  made this City safer than it has been in the last 30

         15  years, who hasn't made it safer in any particularly

         16  community, he has made it safe around the City of

         17  New York, and he has made it more safe in minority

         18  communities than he has in any other community, I

         19  think that you have to acknowledge that. I think

         20  that you do have to go over there and say, yes, Mr.

         21  Mayor, we think you did a great job, but we think

         22  you have to do more, and that's okay. But nobody is

         23  willing to do that. I didn't see anybody on TV doing

         24  that. I don't see the rabble-rousers doing that, the

         25  so-called civic leaders and community leaders, they
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          2  are not doing that. They are trying to use this

          3  tragic death to uplift themselves politically. And I

          4  see it on television and I am sick of it.

          5                 So, when I have a press release that

          6  is an outrage, and you get outraged about it and you

          7  get angry, then good, because you can understand the

          8  outrage and the anger that I feel when I see Al

          9  Sharpton and his ilk on television painting a story

         10  about the Mayor that simply isn't true. So, let's

         11  have that debate now. Both of us now have a level of

         12  anger and outrage that is appropriate to have an

         13  open discussion.

         14                 I am not insensitive. People who know

         15  me here know I am probably one of the most sensitive

         16  Council members in this body. And I will listen. I

         17  will listen to everybody here, and you should listen

         18  to me. But let's bury the idea that the police are

         19  more violent than they were under the previous

         20  administration, because they are not, and nobody

         21  complained under the previous administration, and

         22  let's bury the idea that people in minority

         23  communities aren't as safe as they were under the

         24  previous administration, because the fact is they

         25  are a lot safer and nobody protested under the
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          2  previous administration and you have a particular

          3  peak, let's talk about it and let's address it. I

          4  understand your concerns, but understand mine, and

          5  understand my anger that provoked that press

          6  release.

          7                 Thank you very much.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: To the 19

          9  members who spoke on this point, thank you for your

         10  passion and your eloquence, and to the 22 members

         11  who stayed until the end, we all collectively

         12  appreciate it.

         13                 With that, this Stated Meeting is

         14  adjourned.

         15                 (Hearing concluded at 3:45 p.m.)
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