New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Legislative Service Number:
LS 21885
Prime Sponsor:
Council Member Susan Zhuang
Bill Title:
A Local Law in relation to requiring a study on how language access needs, income, and geographic location affect access to special education programs and services.
Submitted by:
Council Member Susan Zhuang
Justification
Special needs students, especially children with disabilities, have a lot of difficulty accessing the programs they need. This is due to issues such as distance from the children's home to the school and limited bus transportation (https://comptroller.nyc.gov/newsroom/press-releases/comptroller-landers-survey-of-over-600-school-principals-reveals-major-gaps-in-afterschool-access-for-students-with-disabilities/) and just a third of public schools being ADA-compliant (https://www.cityandstateny.com/policy/2023/08/report-just-third-nyc-schools-are-ada-compliant/389640/).
This bill would call for a study to better understand the obstacles children with special needs face in accessing their educational programs, including if there are greater difficulties based on geographic location (e.g., the outer boroughs), language spoken at home, and income. The goal would be to identify the best, most effective strategies for closing these gaps and fixing these issues.
For these reasons, I urge my colleagues to support this legislation.
