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INT. NO. 548
By: Council Members Gentile, Brewer, Comrie, Dilan, Gonzalez, Katz, Koppell, Martinez, Nelson, Weprin and Oddo.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends Section 16-324.

TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to improper disposal of recyclable material at one- and two-family dwellings.

OVERVIEW:    

On June 7, 2005, the Committee on Sanitation and Solid Waste Management, chaired by Council Member Michael E. McMahon, will conduct a hearing on Int. No. 548.  Int. No. 548 would amend Section 16-324 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York, as added by local law 19 of the year 1989, to mandate that, for one- and two-family dwellings, a minimum of five incorrectly sorted items must be present in a recycling receptacle before an enforcement agent may issue a violation.

INT. NO 548


Int. No. 548 would amend Section 16-324 as follows:


A new subdivision (c) would be added to require recycling enforcement personnel to find at least five missorted items in a recycling receptacle prior to issuing a violation to the owner of a one- or two-family premises.
BACKGROUND


In 1989, Local Law 19 was passed to establish a recycling program, including rules for issuing violations to homeowners who did not properly sort their recycling.  Violations could be issued if any missorted items were found in a recycling container.  Int. No. 548 would create an exception to the rules governing the issuance of violations by mandating that, for a violation to be issued to the owner of a one- or two-family dwelling for the improper disposal of household waste, a minimum of five items of recyclable, non-recyclable or missorted recyclable material must be identified in the incorrect receptacle at the site by an enforcement agent.

ANALYSIS


The purpose of Int. No. 548 is to protect one- and two-family homeowners who are trying to recycle in good faith, but whose efforts are thwarted by passersby who improperly dispose of trash or recyclables in the homeowner’s recycling receptacles, or who themselves make a minor mistake in following recycling procedures.  The intent of the law is to maintain reasonable enforcement measures to punish those who do not make good-faith efforts to comply with recycling rules while protecting those who are trying to recycle but who have minor violations due to their own or other people’s actions, which may have the unwanted effect of turning people against recycling.  To balance the needs of enforcement and fairness, a minimum of five incorrectly sorted items must be found prior to issuing a violation under the provisions of this bill.


This local law would take effect immediately.
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