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Dear Council Member,

My name is Jennifer Gelb and I am a New York City paraprofessional. I am writing to urge you to support and pass the
RESPECT bill.

Paraprofessionals are essential members of the school community. Every day we work directly with students who need
additional support, including students with disabilities, behavioral challenges, and academic needs. We assist with instruction,
help manage classrooms, provide emotional support, and ensure that students are safe and able to learn.

Many paraprofessionals go far beyond the basic responsibilities of the job. We help students regulate their emotions, assist
with personal care when needed, support teachers throughout the day, and often serve as a consistent and trusted support
system for students who depend on us.

Despite the importance of this work, paraprofessionals remain among the lowest-paid employees in the school system. With
the rising cost of living in New York City, many paraprofessionals struggle financially while working full time in our schools.

Many paraprofessionals are forced to take second jobs or work additional hours just to afford basic living expenses in New
York City. Despite dedicating ourselves to supporting students every day, many of us still struggle to keep up with rent,
transportation, food, and other essential costs. Paraprofessionals should not have to worry about financial survival while
working full time in our schools.

Low wages are also causing many paraprofessionals to leave the profession, which creates staffing shortages and makes it
harder for schools to provide students with the consistent support they need. When paraprofessionals leave, students—
especially those with the greatest needs—are the ones most affected.

The RESPECT bill would provide long-overdue recognition and financial stability for paraprofessionals. Increasing
paraprofessional pay would help schools retain experienced staff, support students more effectively, and strengthen the school
communities we serve.

I respectfully ask that you support and vote in favor of the RESPECT bill. Paraprofessionals deserve fair pay and recognition
for the critical work we do for New York City’s students every day.
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Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Jennifer Gelb
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