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Preconsidered Int. No.    
By Council Members Dickens, Gonzalez, Jackson, Mark-Viverito and Nelson
Title:                            
A Local Law in relation to the naming of six thoroughfares and public places, Hermena Rowe Street, Borough of Manhattan, Captain Dennis Morales Way, Borough of Brooklyn, Subhi Widdi Way, Borough of Brooklyn, Pat Jones Way, Borough of Manhattan, Ariel Russo Place (4 Years Old), Borough of Manhattan and John E. Nikas Way, Borough of Brooklyn.
Comment:

On December 19, 2013, the Committee on Parks and Recreation held a hearing to consider a bill co-naming six (6) thoroughfares and public places.  At this hearing the Committee voted 6 in favor, 0 opposed and 0 abstentions on the bill.  The Council acts upon the authority granted in subdivision (b) of section 25-102.1 of the New York City Administrative Code which states:


    Unless the local law specifically provides otherwise, any local law

  
    changing the name of a street, park, playground or portion thereof, or

  
    any facility or structure, located and laid out on the city map, that

 
    bears a name indicated on the city map shall not be construed to require

  
    a change in such name as it is indicated on the city map; provided,

 
    however, that in the case of a local law changing the name of a street

  
    or portion thereof, the name added by such local law shall be posted on

  
    a sign placed adjacent to or near a sign bearing the name of such street

  
    or portion thereof indicated on the city map.

 


The following street name changes are not to be construed as a change in the City 

Map, but as additional names to be posted near or adjacent to the street or location indicated on the City Map.

Section 1. Hermena Rowe Street
Introduced by Council Member Dickens
Hermena Rowe (1929 – 2005), was a resident of Harlem for 62 years.  She was born December 29, 1929 in Bamberg, South Carolina and moved to New York City at the age of 14 and began attending public schools, where she graduated from Washington Irving High School. In 1946, she married the late Clarence Rowe and had a family of nine children.  As a concerned parent, Ms. Rowe became engaged as a community activist in order to bring about much needed improvements in conditions in her children’s’ schools.  In the late 1950’s and early 1960’s Ms. Rowe served as Secretary of the PS 144 Parent-Teacher Association (PTA) and became an active member of the Wadleigh Junior High School PTA where she was integral in planning and implementing innovative programs, as well as in selecting qualified educators and administrators.  Through her work as a community activist, Ms. Rowe collaborated with such leaders as Ennis Francis, Bernice Bolar, Bea Ellis, Vivian Waller, Noreen Clark and Percy Sutton and helped to bring about positive changes to the social and political climate of the community.  Ms. Rowe also worked for a time at the Center for Early Childhood Program and with the East Harlem Scholarship Program, where she was instrumental in awarding scholarships to many deserving minority college students.  Ms. Rowe also served as a member of several Harlem Community organizations, including Harlem Youth Opportunities Unlimited (HARYOU-ACT), Neighborhood Board #4, Planning Board #10, The Board of Family Planning and Addicts Rehabilitation Center (ARC).  Ms. Rowe was also a devoted and active member of Christian Parish for Spiritual Renewal since 1955. 

Section 2. Captain Dennis Morales Way 
Introduced by Council Member Gonzalez
Captain Dennis Morales joined the New York City Police Department in January 1992, where he began his career on patrol in the 7th Precinct. He was promoted to Sergeant in 1997, Lieutenant in August 2000 and Captain in March 2004. His career spanned 18 years during which time, he graduated from St. Joseph’s College, made 93 arrests, was recognized six times for Excellent Police Duty and two times for Meritorious Police Duty. As part of the Emergency Service Unit, he participated in rescue and recovery efforts following the 9/11 terrorist attacks. He retired on July 30, 2010 and died on July 2012 at the age of 50 from illnesses contracted from rescue and recovery work performed at the World Trade Center site.

Section 3. Subhi Widdi Way
Introduced by Council Member Gonzalez
Subhi Widdi was born in Jerusalem on January 5, 1933.  Though he dropped out of school due to poverty, he began working in construction at age 16.  Through his construction work, he learned the skills necessary to becoming an architect.  He then started his own company and built many buildings in Jerusalem and nearby towns.  He immigrated to the United States in 1960 where he went into the food business, eventually establishing Widdi Catering Hall in Sunset Park.  He provided use of the hall, free of charge, to non-profit organizations such as local churches, synagogues, mosques and schools and oftentimes forgave the debts of those who could not afford to pay the entire cost for events at the Hall.  Subhi Widdi earned a reputation in his community for being extremely charitable and helpful to anyone who was in need.  He helped fund the construction of the Saint Nicholas Home for the Aged, where he sat as a board member and also founded the New York Chapter of The Red Crescent and was one of the founders of the Arab American Association of New York.  He received numerous accolades throughout his life, including the “Merchant of the Year” award from White Rose Food, and being honored numerous times by the 77th Precinct Community Council for his contributions to the community and being honored by the Tri State Arab American Association of Architects and Engineers in 2010.  

Section 4. Pat Jones Way
Introduced by Council Member Jackson
Pat Jones joined Community Board 9 in 2001 and served as chair for two terms from 2008 to 2010.  She co-authored the Community Benefits Agreement, a legal document outlining $76 million in funding and benefits for the neighborhood from Columbia University, and chaired the board committee whose work led to the plan.  She advocated for an alternative to the University’s plan, which included more affordable housing, landmark preservation, and increased accessibility to University facilities.  She also served on the board of the West Harlem Development Corporation.  After serving as CB9 chair, she served as co-chair of the board’s land use and zoning committee.  Throughout her tenure as board and committee chair, she had an instrumental role in several local rezoning efforts, including the Manhattanville and West Harlem rezonings. 
Section 5. Ariel Russo Place (4 Years Old)
Introduced by Council Member Mark-Viverito 

Ariel Russo was 4 years-old when she was killed on a sidewalk in June 2013 when an unlicensed teen driver in an SUV jumped the curb while fleeing from the police and struck her.  Records indicated that there was a four-minute delay between the time EMS received the 9-1-1 call and the time an ambulance was dispatched. In response to her death, the City Council passed the Ariel Russo Emergency 9-1-1 Response Time Reporting Act, which requires the Fire Department to count and report complete response times starting from the moment a 911 call is taken, rather than when a vehicle is dispatched in order to help best determine how to best deploy limited resources and facilitate swift emergency response.
Section 6. John E. Nikas Way 
Introduced by Council Member Nelson
John Nikas worked for New York State for a number of years.  He was very involved with the Three Hierarchs Greek Orthodox Church where he helped set up a youth program under the auspices of HANAC, a Hellenic Greek organization which oversaw its operations.  He helped found the 61st Precinct Youth Council, which helped to bring troubled youth into programs working with the NYPD.  The Youth Council flourished and eventually became self-sustaining operation under the name Youth Dares which helped young kids.  He later represented the 61st Precincts new program called The Citizens’ Police Academy.  He was a graduate of the programs first class.  He was a member of the Board of Directors of Community Hospital no known as New York Community Hospital.  He was also the chairperson of Planning Board No. 15 for many years.  

Preconsidered Int. No.

By Council Members Dickens, Gonzalez, Jackson, Mark-Viverito and Nelson
A Local Law
In relation to the naming of six thoroughfares and public places, Hermena Rowe Street, Borough of Manhattan, Captain Dennis Morales Way, Borough of Brooklyn, Subhi Widdi Way, Borough of Brooklyn, Pat Jones Way, Borough of Manhattan, Ariel Russo Place (4 Years Old), Borough of Manhattan and John E. Nikas Way, Borough of Brooklyn.          

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. The following intersection name, in the Borough of Manhattan, is hereby designated as hereafter indicated.

	New Name
	Present Name
	Limits

	Hermena Rowe Street
	None
	At the southwest corner of Adam Clayton Powell, Jr. Boulevard and 122nd Street


§2. The following intersection name, in the Borough of Brooklyn, is hereby designated as hereafter indicated.

	New Name
	Present Name
	Limits

	Captain Dennis Morales Way
	None
	At the intersection of 4th Avenue and 36th Street


§3. The following intersection name, in the Borough of Brooklyn, is hereby designated as hereafter indicated.

	New Name
	Present Name
	Limits

	Subhi Widdi Way
	None
	At the intersection of 6th Avenue and 56th Street


§4. The following street name, in the Borough of Manhattan, is hereby designated as hereafter indicated.

	New Name
	Present Name
	Limits

	Pat Jones Way
	144th Street
	Between Hamilton Terrace and Convent Avenue


§5. The following street name, in the Borough of Manhattan, is hereby designated as hereafter indicated.

	New Name
	Present Name
	Limits

	Ariel Russo Place

(4 Years Old)
	West 97th Street
	Between Amsterdam Avenue and Broadway


§6. The following intersection name, in the Borough of Brooklyn, is hereby designated as hereafter indicated.

	New Name
	Present Name
	Limits

	John E. Nikas Way
	None
	At the intersection of East 12th Street and Gravesend Neck Road


§7. This local law shall take effect immediately.
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