MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT

TITLE: A LOCAL LAW to amend the Charter of the City of New York in relation to requiring actual notice be given to the owners of real property affected by applications to rezone pursuant to Section 197-c (b)(3) of the Charter.

SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS: The legislation would require that any applicant for a rezoning pursuant to Section 197-b(c)(3) of the Charter provide written notice to all owners of property that would be affected.  Notice shall be by first class mail and the owners would be those recorded in the real property tax records of the Department of Finance.  The documentation that the applicant submits to the Department of City Planning for certification shall include the list of persons notified and a verification that such notification was made.  Upon certification, the Department of City Planning shall notify all affected owners of same.

REASON FOR SUPPORT:  Zoning changes affect the value of property as well as the owner’s ability to enlarge or alter the structures on the property.  Fundamental fairness requires that owners be informed of governmental actions that may so affect their properties and that they be informed in a timely fashion so that they have the opportunity to be heard.  Such notice will encourage more residents to be involved in the Uniform Land Use Review Procedure.  

