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Preconsidered SLR 7:


S.5484-A (Golden)






A.7185-A (DenDekker)
 
TITLE:
AN ACT to amend the retirement and social security law and the general municipal law, in relation to pension benefits of widows or widowers of sanitation workers. 
BACKGROUND:


Several members of the Department of Sanitation of New York (DSNY) have died as a result of accidents sustained in the line of duty. Most recently, in 2014 sanitation worker Steven Frosh, a 15-year DSNY veteran died in the line of duty when a street sweeper struck him at a Sanitation Department garage in Queens. Frosh was the 17th sanitation worker to die in the line of duty since 2000
. Family members of DSNY sanitation workers that die in the line of duty are not eligible to receive special accidental death benefits that are afforded to the other uniform services of New York City which include the New York Police Department, Fire Department of New York and the City of New York’s Department of Corrections. 
PROPOSED LEGISLATION:


 Section one of this bill amends subdivision 7 of section 501 of the retirement and social security law, as amended by chapter 18 of the laws of 2012 by adding subsection (f) which provides that the “eligible beneficiary” of a New York City uniformed sanitation member will include: a surviving spouse who has not renounced survivorship in a separation agreement; surviving children until age 25; dependent parents; and any other person who qualified as a dependent on the final federal income tax return of the member. 

Section two of this bill amends subdivision d of section 601 of the retirement and social security law by adding a new paragraph (6) to hold that the “eligible beneficiary” of a New York City uniformed sanitation member will include: a surviving spouse who has not renounced survivorship in a separation agreement; surviving children until age 25; dependent parents; and any other person who qualified as a dependent on the final federal income tax return of the member. 


Section three amends subdivision a of section 208-f of the general municipal law, as separately amended by chapters 583 and 742 of the laws of 2004 to include subsection (viii) which holds that special accidental death benefits provided in this section are available to a deceased paid member of the uniformed force of the New York City department of sanitation. 


Section four is the effective date for this bill. It states that the bill is effective immediately, provided that section three of this bill will be deemed to have been in full force and effect on or after November 1, 1996. 
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:

See Council Finance Division fiscal impact statement.
EFFECTIVE DATE:

Immediately and shall be deemed in effect on or after November 1, 1996. 
Preconsidered State Legislation Resolution No. 
State Legislation Resolution requesting the New York State Legislature to pass bills introduced by Senator Golden, S.5484-A, and Assembly Member DenDekker, A.7185-A, “AN ACT to amend the retirement and social security law and the general municipal law, in relation to pension benefits of widows or widowers of sanitation workers.”

By Council Member Koslowitz


Whereas, Bills have been introduced in the New York State Legislature by Senator Golden, S.5484-A, and Assembly Member DenDekker, A.7185-A, “AN ACT to amend the retirement and social security law and the general municipal law, in relation to pension benefits of widows or widowers of sanitation workers.”; and

Whereas, The enactment of the above State Legislation requires the concurrence of the Council of the City of New York as the local legislative body; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York, in accordance with the provisions of Section 2 of Article 9 of the Constitution of the State of New York, does hereby request the New York State Legislature to enact into law the aforesaid pending bills.

Referred to the Committee on State and Federal Legislation.

� See Matthew Hennessey, Sanitation Workers, in Harm’s Way, N.Y. Daily News, June 27, 2014 available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.nydailynews.com/opinion/sanitation-workers-harm-article-1.1845753" �http://www.nydailynews.com/opinion/sanitation-workers-harm-article-1.1845753� 






