          1

          2  CITY COUNCIL

          3  CITY OF NEW YORK

             -------------------------------x

          4  THE TRANSCRIPT OF THE MINUTES

          5            of the

          6  COMMITTEE ON COMMITTEE ON FIRE

             And CRIMINAL JUSTICE SERVICES

          7  (Held Jointly With)

             SELECT COMMITTEE ON CIVIL RIGHTS

          8  -------------------------------x

          9                 October 23, 2002

                            Start:  11:15 a.m.

         10                 Recess: 11:50 a.m.

         11                 City Hall

                            Committee Room

         12                 New York, New York

         13       B E F O R E:

         14              YVETTE CLARKE

                              Chairperson, Fire and Criminal

         15                   Justice Services Committee

         16              HIRAM MONSERRATE,

                              Chairperson, Civil Rights Select

         17                   Committee

         18              COUNCIL MEMBERS:   Tracy Boyland

                                            Tony Avella

         19                                 Ruben Diaz

                                            James Sanders

         20                                 James Oddo

                                            Charles Barron

         21                                 Margarita Lopez

         22

         23

         24       LEGAL-EASE COURT REPORTING SERVICES, INC.

                         17 Battery Place -  Suite 1308

         25              New York, New York 10004

                              (800) 756-3410

                                                            2

          1

          2  A P P E A R A N C E S

          3

             Joseph Bostic

          4  Housing Works, Inc.

          5  Derrick Chandler

             Housing Works, Inc.

          6

          7

          8

          9

         10

         11

         12

         13

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

         25

                                                            3

          1  FIRE AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE SERVICES AND CIVIL RIGHTS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON CLARKE: I'd like to say a

          3  pleasant good morning to everyone. We are convening

          4  the Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services

          5  Committee with the Select Committee on Civil Rights

          6  chaired by my colleague Council Member Hiram

          7  Monserrate from Queens. It is our intent today to

          8  vote on Resolution 241-A which calls for the

          9  Governor of the State of New York to adopt

         10  meaningful reform of the Rockefeller Drug laws which

         11  should include among its elements judicial

         12  sentencing discretion, a decrease in the amount of

         13  prison time for certain types of drug offenses, an

         14  increase in the amount of narcotics required to

         15  secure certain convictions, adequate funding of

         16  alternative to incarceration programs and stiffer

         17  penalties for drug trafficking.

         18                 We held a very extensive hearing

         19  yesterday with regard to this resolution, and so

         20  today we are convening to bring this matter to a

         21  vote. It's my understanding that there are two

         22  individuals here wishing to testify on this matter.

         23  We will hear briefly from them and then bring this

         24  matter to a vote.

         25                 Let me acknowledge my colleagues who
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          2  are here at this moment. I see Minority Leader Mr.

          3  Jimmy Oddo, who was here briefly, will be back to

          4  register his vote; Council Member Tony Avella of

          5  Queens; Council Member Charles Barron of Brooklyn;

          6  Council Member/the Reverend Ruben Diaz; Council

          7  Member Tracy Boyland; and Council Member James

          8  Sanders, Jr., who should be in in a moment.

          9                 Let me call our first witness.

         10                 Oh, we're going to do a panel. We're

         11  going to have both of you do your testimony, one

         12  behind the other, so I'd like to call Mr. Derrick

         13  Chandler of Housing Works, and Mr. Joseph Bostic of

         14  Housing Works at this time. Thank you.

         15                 And would you gentlemen please limit

         16  your testimony to no more than three minutes. Thank

         17  you. And please state your name and affiliation for

         18  the record.

         19                 MR. BOSTIC: Good morning to

         20  Chairperson Clarke, Monserrate, and Council members

         21  and community that may be here today.

         22                 My name is Joseph Bostic, and I am a

         23  Community Organizer from the Housing Works

         24  organization. I'm here today to speak about, to

         25  speak briefly about the real issues surrounding the
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          2  Rockefeller Drug law.

          3                 As we know, the implementation of

          4  this law was originally geared to go after those

          5  drug offenses that were kingpins in the drug trade.

          6  Since its inception, the Rockefeller drug law has

          7  incarcerated more non-kingpins than the Federal

          8  Bureau of Investigation has in its federal prisons.

          9                 The issue on reform, reforming this

         10  law, should be the focus on the mandatory life

         11  sentences, and I say that because I'm a product of

         12  the prison system, I spent some 17 years in the New

         13  York State Correctional facility, and at that time

         14  when people were sentenced under the Rockefeller

         15  Drug Law I noticed that there was a disparity in the

         16  sentencing, meaning that you can get anywhere from a

         17  zip, meaning zero to life, to 15 years and life,

         18  depending on the amount of drugs that was aggravated

         19  weight under the law. And from that point I learned

         20  that four grams of cocaine can get you zero to life,

         21  two ounces can get you anywhere from 15 to life, no

         22  matter what form this substance was in.

         23                 So, I'm saying in reference to the

         24  reforming of the law, we should be talking about the

         25  life, the mandatory life sentences that are on the
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          2  end.

          3                 This means that low-level non-violent

          4  offenders are subjected to spending the rest of

          5  their lives behind bars.

          6                 If we speak about giving discretion

          7  to judges, then this should fall on the repeal of

          8  the Rockefeller Drug Laws, that discretion should be

          9  based on the history of the individual and

         10  background information.

         11                 Treatment should be a priority that

         12  those who have substance abuse problems, not

         13  prisons. Sending those individuals to prison also

         14  pose other threats, threats in the form of health.

         15                 We know that most people that take

         16  drugs intravenously pose the dangers of being

         17  exposed to the HIV/HCD antibodies. How many of our

         18  prison populations are getting adequate health care

         19  while in the New York State prisons.

         20                 I just want to venture a little bit

         21  away from my testimony, because I had actually

         22  printed this up this morning but my computer went

         23  down. So, I want to speak to some of the issues that

         24  was posed yesterday by prosecutor Brandon, when she

         25  spoke about the fact that -- excuse me, I'm sorry --
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          2  when she spoke about the fact that the aggregated

          3  weight of two ounces subject the person to a

          4  mandatory 15 to life prison term, we also have to

          5  think about those who are targeted under this drug

          6  law.

          7                 Like I said, it was geared, the

          8  Rockefeller Drug Law was geared basically to go

          9  after those kingpins. What we are finding out in our

         10  communities is that it's the black and Latino youth

         11  that are being targeted going into this prison

         12  system. They're not giving alternatives for

         13  incarceration because the judge doesn't have that

         14  discretion any longer. The prosecutor is both

         15  prosecutor, judge and jury in this manner.

         16                 So, I just wanted to say, I wish she

         17  was here at this particular moment so I can say to

         18  her that as an alternative to incarceration, because

         19  she said also that there was a lack of education and

         20  skills in those communities, that maybe what she

         21  should have thought about if she wanted to prosecute

         22  was to present mandatory education and skills, as

         23  opposed to mandatory prisons with the threat that if

         24  they didn't complete these mandatory education or

         25  vocational skills, that then they may be subjected
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          2  to prison times.

          3                 So, I'm just going to be brief

          4  because we don't have very much time. So, I just

          5  want to turn the mic over to my co-worker Derrick

          6  Chandler, please. Thank you.

          7                 MR. CHANDLER: Good morning, Madam

          8  Chairman -- person, and the rest of the City

          9  Council. Mine is really, really brief.

         10                 My name is Derrick Chandler. I'm an

         11  HIV/AIDS advocacy peer educator for Housing Works,

         12  Incorporated. I've been living with, battling the

         13  HIV virus for the past 15 years. I've also been

         14  battling heroin addiction for that same 15-year

         15  period.

         16                 I'm testifying this morning to ask

         17  you to do your part to reform New York's draconian

         18  Rockefeller Drug Laws, to eliminate the wholesale

         19  incarceration of low-level, non-violent offenders,

         20  and restore complete discretion to the judges, and

         21  to establish transitional planning services for

         22  incarcerated men and women who are HIV infected and

         23  about to return to their respective communities.

         24                 In January of this year, I was

         25  released from an Upstate prison with $40, a bus
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          2  ticket back to New York City, and seven days' worth

          3  of my HIV medications. I had nowhere to live. I was

          4  referred to one of the many disease factories that

          5  go by the name of "New York City shelter system,"

          6  and I had no medical insurance, which I desperately

          7  needed to get my HIV medications.

          8                 Transitional planning services for

          9  soon-to-be-released inmates are almost nonexistent.

         10  Before being released, the parole officer at the

         11  prison was supposed to enroll me in the AIDS Drug

         12  Assistance Program, ADAP, to cover the cost of my

         13  medications.

         14                 I filled out the paperwork and was

         15  supposed to receive an ADAP card on the day of my

         16  release. Due to an oversight mismanagement, or a

         17  combination of both, I never received the card.

         18                 There's a tremendous need for

         19  transitional planning services in the State

         20  Correctional Facilities. There's also a need to do

         21  more to inform and educate the prison population

         22  about the AIDS epidemic. There needs to be a more

         23  rigorous campaign to let the prison population know

         24  that HIV is still a deadly disease and that everyone

         25  must accept the responsibility to do their part to
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          2  stem the tide in new infections.

          3                 According to the New York State

          4  Advisory Council, more than ten percent of the men

          5  and women incarcerated in New York State

          6  Correctional Facilities are infected with HIV. There

          7  is a need for better and more humane treatment for

          8  those still incarcerated and living with HIV. The

          9  only time during my long battle with the virus that

         10  I became sick and had to be hospitalized, I

         11  contracted PCP pneumonia, was while I was

         12  incarcerated in an Upstate prison. By the grace of

         13  God I was able to recover.

         14                 That's basically all I had to say. I

         15  just hope that a rule turns out that it helps toward

         16  getting these laws overturned, because it's the

         17  same. Mostly the majority of people, as you guys

         18  testified yesterday, and all you different people

         19  testified yesterday, are people of color from our

         20  communities, and for a minuscule amount, I know

         21  people that's Upstate right now doing seven to life,

         22  eight to life for having in their possession two

         23  vials of crack cocaine, two vials, and they're

         24  Upstate right now as we speak serving those

         25  sentences.
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          2                 Thank you for your time.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON CLARKE: Thank you, both.

          4  I would like to acknowledge that Margarita Lopez of

          5  Manhattan, Council member, has joined us.

          6                 On just the waiting, we have several

          7  committees going on simultaneously and two of our

          8  members are currently in another hearing, but I

          9  think we're going to get the vote rolling in like

         10  two seconds.

         11                 Council Member Diaz, did you have a

         12  comment?

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: No, Madam

         14  Chairlady, I just want to give my vote. Could I do

         15  that?

         16                 CHAIRPERSON CLARKE: I'm sorry, my

         17  colleague. Is there anyone who has any comments at

         18  this stage?

         19                 James is coming. We're waiting for

         20  our guy who officially logs in the vote.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON CLARKE: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Pass.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Madam Chair,

          3  may I have a few minutes to explain my vote?

          4                 CHAIRPERSON CLARKE: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: You know, as

          6  issues come up before us in the City Council, not

          7  only we are guided by our own experience, but we're

          8  also guided by the testimony and the expertise from

          9  those people that are involved in the process

         10  itself.

         11                 On this particular issue, I weigh

         12  very heavily with the feelings of the District

         13  Attorneys of New York State, and particularly my own

         14  District Attorney Judge Brown, who are opposing some

         15  of the changes in the Rockefeller Drug Law.

         16                 Now, I acknowledge the need to amend

         17  these laws, and I strong support our efforts in that

         18  respect, however, there are just a few things in

         19  this resolution that bother me, and I think we're

         20  not at the compromise yet that we need to be.

         21                 So, while I support the efforts of my

         22  colleagues in this regard, based upon the testimony,

         23  and based upon the advice from the District

         24  Attorneys who feel they still need to have part of

         25  this to effectively prosecute crime in New York City
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          2  and New York State, I vote no.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Diaz.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER DIAZ: Madam Chairlady,

          5  could I explain my vote?

          6                 It saddens me to hear my colleagues

          7  voting no in these resolutions. I respect your

          8  decision but it sticks out on me, because it is our

          9  people, it is the black and Hispanic community

         10  that's suffering from these laws, and we're trying

         11  to live in the City where we could feel that we are

         12  not being discriminated, and that we are being taken

         13  care of and our needs are being considered. When I

         14  hear, every time that I have to do a vote that have

         15  to do with our community, it's always the same group

         16  voting against that. And it saddens me, make me

         17  upset really, because in our community our young men

         18  and women are being thrown to waste because of this

         19  law and there is no second chance. And I

         20  congratulate you, and I congratulate Hiram

         21  Monserrate for bringing this to light, and I proudly

         22  am honored to vote yes.

         23                 Thank you.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Madam
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          2  Chair, may I explain my vote?

          3                 CHAIRPERSON CLARKE: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: As we all

          5  know, we've heard a lot of testimony, there was over

          6  five hours of testimony yesterday. In 1973 the

          7  Rockefeller Drug Laws were enacted and as we know,

          8  thousands upon thousands of people were arrested

          9  under this statute, were imprisoned, many of them

         10  low level, non-violent offenders.

         11                 Now, I'd like to be able to say that

         12  I am very pro law and order and I believe that our

         13  streets should be safe and we should do everything

         14  we can legally within the context of the

         15  constitution to eradicate criminality and drug use,

         16  but I also am a firm believer in equity and what's

         17  right, and that we need to be even-handed in our

         18  application of laws to everyone. The racial

         19  disparities that exist that are a very true reality

         20  that close to 95 percent of those folks incarcerated

         21  under the Rockefeller Drug Law are African-Americans

         22  and Latinos, and predominantly New York City

         23  residents, is truly troubling. It's a clear

         24  disparity that could not be argued against.

         25                 There are rapists and murderers who
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          2  do less time in the State of New York than people

          3  who have been convicted under Rockefeller Drug Laws.

          4  I want to say that again. There are rapists and

          5  murderers who would do less time than people who

          6  have been incarcerated under Rockefeller Drug Laws.

          7  Why is that? I have no idea, but that is a disparity

          8  and it has to change.

          9                 I introduced this bill, and I thank

         10  you, Madam Chair, for your support on this bill, and

         11  your due diligence to ensure that we had a swift

         12  hearing on this and a vote, and clearly, one of the

         13  worst things about Rockefeller Drug Laws is that it

         14  gives the prosecutors too much power. It gives the

         15  prosecutors the power to set the standard and the

         16  penalties.

         17                 That's not the role of the

         18  prosecutor. The prosecutor needs to prosecute,

         19  legislators make laws, this is a bad law, it's been

         20  a bad law, it's time to change it.

         21                 I vote aye, and I urge all my

         22  colleagues to vote aye on this, and on the floor

         23  when we take it to that level, I will also be

         24  beating the drum. We need to do this today. Albany,

         25  State Senate Majority Leader Bruno has indicated
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          2  that they will be dealing with this very soon, I

          3  believe within the next week or so on this and

          4  another issue of the Rockefeller Drug Laws reforms.

          5  I applaud them for finally taking the issue on in a

          6  timely basis, and there is no better message that

          7  this City Council that represents New York City

          8  residents that predominantly who have been arrested

          9  under those draconian laws a clear and decisive

         10  message that there must be reform.

         11                 To argue that there's aspects of

         12  reform that we don't like I think is a flawed

         13  argument. The reality is that there's people in

         14  jail, families broken, 15, 20, 25 years and they

         15  should not be there.

         16                 Let's take a vote of conscience and

         17  let's work towards the reform and not get lost in

         18  the political sway. Thank you very much. I vote aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Madam Chair,

         21  may I be excused to explain my vote?

         22                 Today, as I sat through the hearing

         23  yesterday I found it quite compelling to talk about

         24  the issue of mental health services, drug addiction

         25  services that should be provided as opposed to B
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          2  felony incarceration. I think that when we begin to

          3  look at our society, is incarcerating a person who

          4  is a drug addict or carrying a minimum amount of

          5  drugs on them, is the answer 15 to life? Is the

          6  answer 15 years or more in prison? No, that is not

          7  the answer, and I think we must begin to look for

          8  better solutions. As I listened to our colleagues in

          9  state government talk about how the prison society

         10  and the prison industry, as they call it, as grown

         11  in Upstate New York, based on the numbers of the

         12  City residents that have gone to Upstate facilities.

         13  I begin to wonder what is the motivation behind the

         14  Rockefeller Drug Law, and it begins to become

         15  clearer and clearer as we have more hearings and

         16  begin to talk about what is our role in City

         17  government in enforcing and providing services for

         18  those that need it.

         19                 Again, incarceration is not the

         20  answer. Drug treatment assistance is the answer and

         21  we must begin to effectively look for directions and

         22  look for answers that help our constituencies.

         23                 Now, the second thing that came

         24  across yesterday is that as we incarcerate these

         25  massive number of people into Upstate facilities,
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          2  they also have to return back to the City. Have we

          3  properly prepared them to come back into society

          4  after we've taken away their life-hood (sic), as we

          5  begin to institutionalize them, we have not properly

          6  prepared them to re-enter into society and the

          7  Rockefeller Drug Law is stagnating our communities

          8  because they usually come back to communities of

          9  color, and if they are not properly prepared to

         10  become members of society or working members of

         11  society, then what? We're talking about recidivism

         12  rates going back. They end up also going back into

         13  the prison system.

         14                 So, I think there needs to be a lot

         15  more discussion that should go on about the

         16  Rockefeller Drug Law. As I sit here with my

         17  colleague Margarita Lopez, I'm sure that the mental

         18  health aspect has been discussed over and over

         19  again, and I wish it would continue to be discussed

         20  in terms of what we can do for our people. So,

         21  therefore, I vote aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Madam Chair,

         24  may I be excused to explain my vote?

         25                 CHAIRPERSON CLARKE: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you.

          3                 As a guy who feels that he is tough

          4  on law and order, I have trouble with the

          5  Rockefeller Drug Laws as they have been written.

          6  These laws have not made our society any safer than

          7  they were before, and therefore anything that does

          8  not work you have to continue to look at.

          9                 I really favor what every expert in

         10  the field favors, drug treatment upon demand. We

         11  have addicts in this City as we have in this nation

         12  who go to try to get treatment, and they are told

         13  that they have up to a six-month wait to receive

         14  treatment. Now, addicts are not known for their

         15  patients or for their discipline, so when you say

         16  that to an addict, you're in that case telling them

         17  go back to the life that you left. Go back to

         18  whatever crimes and sins and horrible things you

         19  were doing, go back and do more of these things.

         20                 If we are serious, if we as a society

         21  are serious about dealing with this issue, we have

         22  to start with the question of treatment upon demand.

         23  We also have to embrace the concept of restorative

         24  justice, an idea that restores society. It's not

         25  enough just to send people into prison. We have to
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          2  ensure that on the day that they are released, that

          3  they have skills and their ability has been

          4  heightened so that they can make necessary choices.

          5                 As we continue to get rid of

          6  education programs in prison and education is one of

          7  the best indicators that people will not return to

          8  prison, that they will have options, as we continue

          9  to get rid of these programs, we are in effect

         10  saying that we're not serious about this problem,

         11  we're serious about some vain concept of punishment,

         12  but nothing that will deal with this problem, so we

         13  have to tackle this thing in whole. Restorative

         14  justice also means that people who break the laws of

         15  society should be forced into the opportunity where

         16  they have to do more good than bad, that they should

         17  be working on rebuilding these communities,

         18  rebuilding the streets, doing good in the community,

         19  and by doing so many of them will come to a greater

         20  appreciation of community and the spirit of it. So,

         21  since this law has neither a restorative value, nor

         22  does it have an impact on being successful, I, too,

         23  must vote no, or aye on this particular bill.

         24                 Thank you very much.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: No.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of five in

          4  the affirmative, two negative and no abstentions,

          5  the item is adopted.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON CLARKE: It's not

          7  immediate consideration, it will go on the

          8  resolution calendar and be done by voice vote.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: This is highly

         10  strange for me. I have never seen a resolution that

         11  is voted in that fashion. When it's a resolution

         12  that we pass through this process, that does not

         13  apply into the special process that we have for

         14  immediate consideration resolutions, then I need an

         15  explanation this is a change in the way that we're

         16  operating here, because I suspect that we are having

         17  some changes because the subject is being objected

         18  by some members of the Council, and I want to make

         19  sure that the purity of the process is staying in

         20  place, and it doesn't happen, the same thing that

         21  happened to me with my resolution of Vieques, Puerto

         22  Rico, that was never taken in consideration, it was

         23  never put in the floor, and at the same time three

         24  other resolutions were passed that day and we only

         25  begin to pass my resolution just three weeks ago.
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          2  Then I want clear information right here, right now,

          3  from the part of our lawyers and I need to

          4  understand why we're changing the procedure in which

          5  this resolution should be considered.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON CLARKE: Council Member

          7  Lopez, it's my understanding that this resolution

          8  will be on the floor for a vote today.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes, but when

         10  you said to me advice by your counsel that the way

         11  we're going to vote this resolution is not going to

         12  be by the procedure that we use for other

         13  resolutions, it's similar to the resolutions that we

         14  vote for immediate consideration. That's the

         15  procedure that you just described to me. Then

         16  somebody need to clarify for me why.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON CLARKE: Margarita, I

         18  don't know if this answers your question, but I know

         19  that we were informed not too long ago that going

         20  forward resolutions would be now in the format where

         21  they are put on the floor through a voice vote

         22  procedure.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: But not all of

         24  them. No, I'm sorry.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON CLARKE: I think there
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          2  probably has to be a special request from the Chair

          3  of the Committee, or to be quite honest, I won't

          4  even guess. I think that's something we need to be

          5  informed about. I do recollect, however, that the

          6  format for resolutions now, and I don't remember as

          7  of what date, was that all resolutions that come out

          8  of Committee would now be put on a special

          9  resolution calendar that are dealt with --

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: All of them.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON CLARKE: All of them.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: And when did

         13  this, was adopted? By whose committee?

         14                 CHAIRPERSON CLARKE: Yes, I would say

         15  about a month ago, Margarita.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Okay.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON CLARKE: But I know that

         18  that is something that went through rules and has

         19  now become the practice of the Council.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Okay, I don't

         21  want in any way, shape or form to imply that the

         22  Chair of this Council is doing anything

         23  inappropriate.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON CLARKE: I understand. A

         25  clarification, I understand.
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          1  FIRE AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE SERVICES AND CIVIL RIGHTS

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I just want to

          3  make sure that the procedure that is going to be

          4  followed for this resolution is going to be as all

          5  the procedures are for other resolutions, because I

          6  expect that we are going to be debating this issue

          7  in the floor.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON CLARKE: Yes. Well, we

          9  have an opportunity, there's a specific part of our

         10  calendar where it says "discussion of resolutions"

         11  which happens prior to any voice vote where you're

         12  given the same two minutes to go over your stance on

         13  it. So, we will have, you know, the nobility to

         14  select resolutions within the resolution calendar

         15  that we'd like to advocate for and discuss.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: That I'm aware,

         17  is that I was highly surprised when I had the

         18  conversation with you yesterday about this.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON CLARKE: Right. Right.

         20  Thank you.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: You're welcome.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON CLARKE: I want to thank

         23  everyone for attending. This hearing is now

         24  adjourned.

         25                 (Hearing concluded at 11:50 a.m.)
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