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          1  COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

          2                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: We're going to get

          3  started. Just as everybody gets seated, I'm going to

          4  distribute copies of 13-A so people have it.

          5                 Judith MacFarlane is on her way over,

          6  as are folks from the Administration, but I just

          7  thought we could start going through it.

          8                 First, just for the record, let me

          9  say we've been joined by Minority Leader Jimmy Oddo,

         10  Council Member Helen Sears, Council Member Kendall

         11  Stewart. Council Member Al Vann and Council Member

         12  Yvette Clarke are on their way.

         13                 I want to thank everybody for their

         14  flexibility in having the meeting called at the last

         15  minute, and then also for having the time changed.

         16  We had been in negotiations with the Administration

         17  about the bill, and they were evolving and taking

         18  longer, but hopefully, I think we have reached a

         19  position on the bill that makes the bill actually

         20  much better after a lot of input.

         21                 Just before I go into the changes on

         22  13 -- oh, actually, let me go right into the

         23  changes. If you go through the bill, and Peter, you

         24  should help me with this, there were no changes on

         25  page one, as it relates to the original 13.
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          2                 The one change on the first page is

          3  that programs, in the second line it had "programs

          4  such as", Medicare was in there before, we've taken

          5  that out. It's not the same kind of a thing, you

          6  either are or you aren't, you know, for obvious

          7  reasons, so that was taken out.

          8                 On page two, the changes that

          9  occurred as a result of the negotiations are having

         10  to do with the languages.

         11                 If you look at paragraph 17-183, the

         12  original version of the bills says that the

         13  pamphlets would be printed in multiple languages. At

         14  the hearings, concerns were raised that that was not

         15  specific enough. We now list that they will be

         16  printed in, minimally but not limited to, English,

         17  Spanish, Chinese, Russian, Yiddish, Korean and

         18  Haitian-Creole. There was concern that with Chinese

         19  there is the issue of the dialects, Mandarin and

         20  Cantonese, but that's more how one speaks, not how

         21  it's written. The reason we picked that these are

         22  the languages included in the bill, these are the

         23  languages that the Medicare Consumer Assistance

         24  Program that we had the breakfast with that the

         25  Council funds, these are the languages that they use
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          2  in their enrollment efforts, and this seems to be

          3  the languages that are most, the most prevalent

          4  amongst who are in the uninsured populations that we

          5  are trying to target.

          6                 If you go on further in the bill,

          7  some of the other changes are, there were changes in

          8  some of the agencies that we listed. We had

          9  originally listed, in addition to the ones that are

         10  on there, the community boards and the Civilian

         11  Complaint Review Boards, the Administration felt

         12  like those agencies were not necessarily ones where

         13  the populations and questions were most and asked us

         14  to delete those. We did.

         15                 And then there were concerns raised

         16  about the Workfare Investment Act offices, which

         17  you'll see how that was dealt with later on in the

         18  bill.

         19                 Further, if we go on into the

         20  changes, the Administration and -- oh, I'm sorry. We

         21  also added in, which is in addition from 13-A, we

         22  added in the Board of Education. They weren't part

         23  of the negotiations that we were in this morning,

         24  but we did send the bill to the Board of Education

         25  to Burt Sachs, the person over there. He discussed
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          2  it with the Chancellor. They had no problem and were

          3  happy to be included, which is obviously why they

          4  were not part of the ongoing negotiations.

          5                 We've also added a provision. The

          6  bill now -- prior the bill had spoken about CBOs

          7  that were engaged with the agencies. We had the

          8  language around the small purchase limit, we now

          9  specifically say contracts at or in excess of

         10  $250,000.

         11                 We also in the bill have added -- at

         12  the first hearing you'll remember there were

         13  concerns raised by the Administration that the law

         14  didn't give the agencies the latitude that they

         15  needed, and we were requiring agencies to, you know,

         16  promulgate regulations, et cetera, et cetera. So, in

         17  the bill now a commissioner can make a written

         18  determination that X part of his agency does not

         19  target the communities who are uninsured. Therefore,

         20  that part of the agency, if they were to distribute

         21  this information, that such distribution would not

         22  really meet the intent of this law, they can make a

         23  written determination of that to the Department of

         24  Health Commissioner. The Commissioner has to agree

         25  to that.  And then that request from the agency and
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          2  the agreement by the Health Commissioner has to then

          3  be submitted to the Mayor and to the Council within

          4  30 days.

          5                 So, if we'll then be able to monitor

          6  whether the agencies are opting out in ways that are

          7  actually running counter to the intent of the law.

          8  Obviously, there's some places where it just doesn't

          9  make sense, we want to allow that to happen, but we

         10  also want to be able to make sure that they're not

         11  using this part of the bill to get out of the

         12  requirement all together.

         13                 Also, the Administration, which I

         14  think seemed reasonable, requested that we put a

         15  sunset provision in the bill, so we reevaluate

         16  whether or not this was working.

         17                 We offered, instead of sunsetting the

         18  entire bill, not have the requirement that the

         19  Department of Health have these pamphlets and

         20  distribute them, that that would not sunset, but

         21  that the requirement of other agencies to distribute

         22  it would sunset, and also the Administration had

         23  some concern initially about the languages we

         24  included, the sunsetting provision for other

         25  agencies would allow us to revisit whether this was
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          2  being effective, and also give us the opportunity to

          3  revisit some of the languages, they would have

          4  preferred we use census data to trigger the

          5  language, we felt we didn't have time to really go

          6  and see whether the cross tabs on the census would

          7  be accurate enough around the uninsured so we can do

          8  that again in the Sunset provision. And it sunsets

          9  in three years.

         10                 The Administration also asked that

         11  instead of 90 days, they be given 180 days for the

         12  law to go into effect, which seemed reasonable,

         13  since we want to make sure they print, you know,

         14  effective pamphlets that are very user-friendly.

         15                 Peter, are there any other changes

         16  that I'm forgetting?

         17                 MR. REUTER: Peter Reuter, Council

         18  Member Quinn's Chief of Staff. One additional minor

         19  change was that a clarification for the point of

         20  contact that it be when written applications are

         21  made, as opposed to any kind of just oral

         22  application, and that clarification tracks with the

         23  Voter Registration Bill.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: I don't know if

         25  members have any questions?
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          2                 Just speak into the mic.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Yes, I was just

          4  looking at if someone on the Internet, the Board of

          5  Health, that they could have a pamphlet sent to

          6  them?

          7                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Just tell me what

          8  page you're on?

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: On page three.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: All right?

         12                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Did the Board

         14  of Health, in your conversations with them, would

         15  they make such a person possible to do this?

         16                 I mean, because the Internet, I don't

         17  know how many that has, I really don't know.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: For the passage of

         19  this the Administration is agreeing to do what's in

         20  the bill.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: All right.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: They're now

         23  supportive of this draft.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: So which means

         25  that there would be --
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: -- Something

          4  there.

          5                 On another note, I just have to say,

          6  I think the bill is great, because when we had the

          7  living wage caucus and the meeting on that, one of

          8  the proposals that I had was that a pamphlet such as

          9  this --

         10                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Right.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: -- Would be

         12  distributed. So, this could be perfect in the

         13  coordination of the agency. So, I think it works

         14  very well.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Good.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Thank you.

         18                 I just want to say, we're joined here

         19  today by Scott, from Council Member Moskowitz'

         20  office. This bill, I want to remind everyone, is

         21  actually Council Member Moskowitz' idea, which we

         22  then, you know, as the Chair and the rest of us as

         23  Committee members have worked on -- Council Member

         24  Moskowitz is not able to be here at this time, but

         25  she and her staff have been part of the negotiations
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          2  the whole way, so anything we've agreed to, in case

          3  people have any concerns is something that's been

          4  approved an accepted by Council Member Moskowitz as

          5  well.

          6                 Any other questions from any

          7  Committee members?

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Could these be

          9  made available to community-based organizations who

         10  might have contracts with the City?

         11                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: The law requires

         12  that they be distributed by agencies with contracts

         13  which are $250,000 or greater. I'm sure if there are

         14  groups who have lesser contracts and would like

         15  them, to get copies of pamphlets from the

         16  Administration, that they would be able to, but it's

         17  a requirement that they be distributed by those

         18  groups that make -- whose contract is $250,000 or

         19  greater.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Okay.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: And with some of

         22  the agencies, for example, Department of Probation,

         23  it's really almost all done through, you know, the

         24  real work of the agency is actually done through the

         25  community-based organization, not the agency.
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          2                 Any other questions?

          3                 Let me just get an ETA with Judith

          4  and the Administration.

          5                 Just while we're all here, I want to

          6  just give folks a quick update on the dental clinic

          7  hearing that we had in January.

          8                 You might recall at that hearing the

          9  Health and Hospitals Corporation said that there was

         10  not in fact $700,000 in the budget to rehabilitate,

         11  reopen the Williamsburg Dental Clinic, and there was

         12  a lot of confusion about was that true, was that not

         13  true, we believed, and certainly former Chair Victor

         14  Robles believed the money was in there. The staff,

         15  the Finance staff actually found a copy of a letter

         16  from OMB Commissioner to Victor Robles confirming

         17  that there was $700,000 in the budget. We met

         18  yesterday with OMB Health and Hospitals Corporation,

         19  Department of Health, Council Member Reyna and

         20  myself, that money is in the budget. Everyone is now

         21  clear it's in the budget, and we are looking at the

         22  clinic will reopen.

         23                 It may reopen in the space that it

         24  was in. As you might remember, they moved day care

         25  inspectors in there. There is actually other spaces
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          2  now available, some NYCHA ones, and some in a youth

          3  center that might be better spaces. So, it's going

          4  to reopen, it might be in the old space, it might

          5  not. They'll end up being in the space that's best.

          6                 And we're having a meeting today at

          7  4:00 to follow up on the fact that the Jamaica

          8  Dental Clinic was something, that it's closure was

          9  something that came out in the course of the

         10  hearing, so just to keep folks up to date.

         11                 And Judith is on her way over, so we

         12  should then be able to vote.

         13                 If we could give Council Member

         14  Clarke a ring, she's over in Land Use, and ask her

         15  to come over, because then we'll be ready to vote.

         16                 Just also so folks know, on April 2nd

         17  we're going to be having, which is -- kind of tracks

         18  with the Committee focus for this bill, about

         19  getting more people insured, we're going to be

         20  having on April 2nd, jointly with the General

         21  Welfare Committee, a hearing on disaster relief

         22  Medicaid, the fact that it's expiring, what are the

         23  City's plans to get these folks onto other coverage,

         24  and also seeing if there's anything we can do on a

         25  City level to make the process of signing up easier,
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          2  though a lot of that is state. Anyway, it's at 1:00,

          3  on the second.

          4                 So, if you have any constituents who

          5  you know are DRM recipients may have any particular

          6  problems that they have had, if their DRM expired in

          7  the early phase, you should let Judith MacFarlane

          8  know so we could, you know, incorporate them into

          9  the hearing.

         10                 And we're in the process of

         11  scheduling public hearings in each of the boroughs

         12  on the budget cuts. The first one has been scheduled

         13  for April 10th in the Bronx at Lincoln Hospital, so

         14  as we have them in the boroughs that you represent,

         15  we will be asking you for extra help, too, in doing

         16  that outreach. So, I believe it's at 6:00 on the

         17  10th at Lincoln Hospital. But don't take my word on

         18  that, we should check.

         19                 Just for the record, we're going to

         20  add the Minority Leader, Council Member Oddo, as a

         21  co-prime sponsor of the bill. And this is just for

         22  folks to sign. And we will also, for the record, add

         23  Council Member Al Vann as an additional prime

         24  sponsor, as well. And we're also going to add

         25  Council Member Sears and Stewart as co-prime
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          2  sponsors.

          3                 Prior to you folks coming across the

          4  street, we went through the changes, so just before

          5  we vote on the bill, we just wanted to -- I just

          6  wanted to get one thing confirmed on the record from

          7  Allison Sachs --

          8                 MS. ROSEN: Allison Rosen. I got

          9  married.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Oh, I'm sorry. You

         11  know, for some of us it's not a concept we can wrap

         12  our minds around, if you know what I'm saying. But I

         13  apologize.

         14                 I just wanted to get one thing

         15  confirmed by Allison Rosen on the record, which is

         16  that if need be procedurally, the Mayor is willing

         17  to send a Message of Necessity to make sure this

         18  bill can move at our -- I was going to say August,

         19  but March 25th Stated Meeting?

         20                 MS. ROSEN: Yes, he will.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Identify yourself.

         22                 MS. ROSEN: Allison Rosen, Mayor's

         23  Office.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Thank you.

         25                 And just before we call the roll I
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          2  want to thank very much Peter Reuter and Judith

          3  MacFarlane for their work negotiating the bill

          4  today. I also want to thank Scott.

          5                 What's your last name?

          6                 MR. FREISHAT: Freishat (phonetic).

          7                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Scott Freishat,

          8  from Council Member Moskowitz' office, Cathy Torres

          9  from the Speaker's Office, Gil Valdez and Diane

         10  Blanc, for their work negotiating the bill, and

         11  thank everyone from the Mayor's Office who -- Linda,

         12  from the Office of Health Stat, whose last name I

         13  don't remember, and  --

         14                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Ashley.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Ashley, from the

         16  Department of Health?

         17                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Law Department.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Law Department.

         19                 And just also perfect timing, the

         20  Chair of our Education Committee, who is going to be

         21  using the room next, stepped in.

         22                 And Eva, I don't know if you want to

         23  say anything before we vote on your bill?

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: I just want

         25  to thank everyone for their work.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: So, before we call

          3  the roll, again I want to thank everyone from the

          4  Mayor's Office, from the Department of Health, the

          5  Law Department, the Health Stat Office and all of

          6  our staff, and for Council Member Moskowitz for this

          7  great idea. I think passing this bill today and then

          8  passing it on the 25th is going to be -- obviously,

          9  it's a multi-pronged plan across the City to make

         10  sure those who are eligible get insured, but I think

         11  13-A is certainly going to help and be something

         12  very useful that will help get the word out that

         13  there are programs that many, many, many thousands

         14  of New Yorkers are eligible for and getting those

         15  folks insured will keep them healthy and make the

         16  City a better place.

         17                 So, with all of that said, and,

         18  again, thanking Peter and Judith and Scott and

         19  everyone, let's call the roll.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: I vote aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: I vote aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of six in

          9  the affirmative, none in the negative, zero

         10  abstentions, the item is adopted.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Great. And just

         12  for the record, we would like to add Council Members

         13  Vann, Sears, Stewart and Oddo onto the bill, and

         14  Clarke, as prime sponsors of the bill.

         15                 So, it is actually sponsored by the

         16  entire Health Committee.

         17                 So, that's it. Thank you, and the

         18  Health Committee is adjourned.

         19                 (Hearing concluded at 2:02 p.m.)
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