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Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring that the Department of Homeless Services (DHS) count toward its total shelter census figure and post on its website certain enumerated categories of information.
On December 9, 2010, the Committee on General Welfare, chaired by Council Member Annabel Palma, will conduct an oversight hearing to examine the Department of Homeless Services’ (“DHS’”) Homebase study.  The Committee will also consider Introduction 395 of 2010 (“Int. 395”), a local law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring DHS and the Human Resources Administration (“HRA”) to track and report to the Council certain data regarding rental assistance programs for the homeless.  Additionally, the Committee will consider Int. 444 of 2010, a local law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring that DHS count toward its total shelter census figure and post on its website certain enumerated categories of information. Those expected to testify include representatives from DHS, HRA, advocates for the homeless, and other interested parties.
The Homebase Program and DHS’ Study
The Homebase program (“Homebase”) is a community-based homelessness prevention program designed to help New York City residents overcome immediate housing problems that can result in homelessness.
  Homebase assists individuals with such problems in developing plans for long-term housing stability.  Services are designed to meet the unique needs of each individual or family and to help them meet the demands of maintaining their household.  Some examples of the services that Homebase provides include:  (i) landlord/tenant mediation; (ii) household budgeting; (iii) emergency rental assistance; (iv) job training and placement; and (v) assistance in obtaining public benefits like child care assistance, food stamps, tax credits and health insurance.
  Homebase clients are assigned a case manager who coordinates services.  There are a number of Homebase offices located in all five boroughs.  Since the program began in 2004 as a pilot project in six communities, Homebase has expanded to provide services citywide and also now provides after care services for clients who have left shelter.

DHS characterizes the Homebase program as a success.  At an April 2010 General Welfare Committee hearing, former DHS commissioner Robert Hess testified that from July 2009 until the end of March 2010, Homebase provided over 5,000 households with case management, housing advice and referrals to community and public resources.
  Commissioner Hess further testified that well over 90 percent of the Homebase clients were successful in avoiding homelessness and remained in their communities.  Every fiscal year since 2006, DHS has claimed that Homebase yielded a success rate of 90% and above.

There is national as well as local support for Homebase.  In fact, Homebase informed some of President Obama’s Homelessness Prevention and Rapid Re-housing Program standards
 and, in 2009, Homebase received the U.S. Housing and Urban Development Secretary’s Opportunity and Empowerment Award.
 Community based organizations believe that the program serves an important function.  According to one advocate, “…if we were to lose Homebase…, we will no longer have any credible capacity to prevent low-income families in the Bronx from becoming homeless.”
  In addition, in 2008, the Independent Budget Office reported that although the number of homeless families in shelter increased across the city, the increase occurred at a lower rate in communities that Homebase served.

Despite testimony and statistics lauding Homebase’s success rates, DHS recently began a controversial new study to examine the program.  The study is following 400 participants who are at risk of homelessness and who sought Homebase services.  Upon contacting Homebase, those 400 individuals were randomly assigned to two groups: one group that would receive the full range of services Homebase provides and another group that would not receive any Homebase services for a period of 18-24 months (the control group).  DHS intends to track all participants for the 18-24 month period in order to determine whether the interventions that Homebase provides are successful at preventing homelessness.  Specifically, researchers will track participants by their social security numbers to see how they utilize City services such as shelter, public assistance and foster care.
  The families who are assigned to the control group were given a list of community based organizations that provide other preventive services.

There is much public outcry concerning DHS’ Homebase study.  Though critics support evaluating the effectiveness of Homebase, they criticize the methodology of the current study.  Specifically, the critics question the denial of preventive services to people who are at risk of homelessness.  People seeking Homebase services are vulnerable adults and children.  According to critics, denying them the help they need may result in the loss of their homes and the further destabilization of their lives.  Deliberately denying preventive services to the 200 households in the control group not only runs counter to DHS’ mission, advocates argue, but it also callously toys with the lives of the vulnerable, especially when there may be other evaluation methods that the City could have utilized to measure the program’s effectiveness.  Critics also question whether participants were adequately informed when they consented to participate in the Homebase study.  Individuals trying to access preventive services are under extreme stress and therefore may not have fully understood that they had agreed to possibly forego all assistance that might prevent the loss of their home for up to two years.

The Bloomberg administration supports evaluating Homebase in order to determine its effectiveness.  DHS Commissioner Seth Diamond stated, "Not doing it [the study] would risk putting the city in a position where it's building shelters and condemning communities to building shelter when there's a better way to serve people."
  In his weekly radio show, Mayor Bloomberg commented, "In the end, we are only going to spend money on things that work, so we have to find out what works."
  In support of this study, DHS claims that though participants are denied Homebase services, those in the control group have access to preventive services available through other City agencies and community based organizations.  DHS also claims that all participants were well informed, willing to participate in the study and that they signed informed consent documents.
  DHS also defended the study by claiming that the low number of participants in the control group represents only a fraction of the 7,700 households DHS served in fiscal year 2009.

While the Committee supports endeavors that seek to determine whether any social services program is effective in order to ensure that public funds are being properly spent, especially during difficult economic times, it remains very concerned over the denial of services to 200 families at risk of homelessness and it seeks to obtain more information from DHS concerning the planning, design and implementation of the Homebase study.  The study raises a number of questions that the Committee hopes DHS can answer at today’s hearing, some of which include:  As DHS previously claimed that Homebase was extremely successful and routinely published statistics showing an over 90% success rate, what information were those statistics based on?  Were those claims wrong?  When designing the parameters of the study, were other methodologies considered?  If not, why not?  Homebase has been in existence for over seven years and DHS has access to a large amount of data.  Why not use the data DHS already has to determine the effectiveness of the program?  Why not evaluate individuals who never received preventive services prior to entering shelter instead of denying such services to people who attempted to access them?  As the Homebase study denies services to the participants in the control group, was there any evaluation to determine if there were any ethics violations?  If so, what were they?  How did DHS determine that participants were truly informed of the potential for receiving no services for up to two years?  What measures were put in place to ensure actual informed consent given that the people who access Homebase services are extremely vulnerable?  The Committee looks forward to hearing DHS’ answers to these and many other questions at today’s hearing.

Int. 395 of 2010

The Advantage Program
In 2007, DHS announced a set of housing subsidy programs designed to help homeless clients move to permanent housing.
  The reforms included the creation of Advantage New York, a number of rental assistance programs to help homeless clients transition from emergency shelter to permanent housing.  Advantage New York had a number of components that included Work Advantage, Children's Advantage, and Fixed- Income Advantage programs.  

According to DHS, the centerpiece of the 2007 reforms was Work Advantage, which replaced the rental subsidy program known as Housing Stability Plus (“HSP”).
  Work Advantage aimed to assist shelter residents in securing permanent housing and achieving self-sufficiency by providing incentives for employment.  To be eligible for the Work Advantage program, clients must have worked at least 20 hours per week, and have had income below 150% of the federal poverty level.
  Families must have been in shelter for 90 days, and single adults for 9 months.
  Once a participant moved into an Advantage apartment, DHS subsidized their rent and participants paid only $50 per month in rent directly to the landlord.  A client was able to participate in the Work Advantage program for a second year, if he or she qualified for an extension.
  
In addition to the Work Advantage program, there were other rental assistance programs for special needs populations: people who were on a fixed income such as Social Security Disability Insurance (“SSDI”); families in shelter with open Administration for Children’s Services (“ACS”) cases; and domestic violence survivors.  As long as they were on a fixed income, families who were in shelter for at least 60 days and single adults who were in shelter for nine months qualified for the Fixed-Income Advantage Program.
  DHS paid a rental subsidy for one year and because they were designated as a special needs population, clients would be prioritized for federal Section 8 vouchers.  
Households in the Children’s Advantage Program had open child welfare cases with ACS.  Clients must have been in shelter for at least 60 days to be eligible, and identified by ACS.  As with the Fixed-Income Advantage Program, clients received a one year rent subsidy from DHS. Once Children’s Advantage clients moved into an Advantage apartment, DHS forwarded a Section 8 application to NYCHA on the clients’ behalf for priority designation because they were also considered a special needs population.     
HRA administered the Domestic Violence Advantage program, which assisted domestic violence survivors who were in HRA-operated shelters with finding permanent and safe housing.
  Participants received the rental subsidy but they were eligible for it after 42 days in shelter and had somewhat different requirements for employment.  Participants were required to get full time jobs within six months of signing a lease which reflected the unique challenges that domestic violence survivors face in finding employment (for example, recovering from trauma and ensuring that they and their children reside in a safe location).
  Once they found a job, participants were required to pay the $50 toward their rent directly to the landlord. 
Beginning on August 1, 2010, the Bloomberg administration ended the Children, the Fixed-Income and the Domestic Violence Advantage programs.  The Advantage Program now consists of one program that incorporates most of the rules in the Work Advantage program described above, with more stringent work and income contribution requirements.  Specifically, to be eligible for the new Advantage New York Program, households must: (i) have at least one adult that works at least 20 hours per week, earning minimum wage or above and engaged in HRA-approved activities for a total of 35 hours weekly; (ii) have any other adults either comply with the above-mentioned work requirement, receive SSI, SSDI, or other federal benefits or be certified by HRA as “Needed at Home” to care for a disabled family member who is in receipt of federal disability benefits; (iii) have an active or single issue public assistance case, remain compliant with all requirements, and be free of sanctions for 30 days before certification; (iv) have been determined eligible and resided in shelter for at least 60 days (except for domestic violence survivors, who must be in shelter for 42 days to be eligible); and (v) have a total household income that does not exceed 200% of the federal poverty level.
  Households where members cannot work are eligible for Advantage New York if all adult members of the household are: (i) in receipt of SSI, SSDI or other federal disability benefits; or (ii) certified by HRA as "Needed at Home."
  Families with child welfare cases are now required to be employed to receive a subsidy under the new program, and domestic violence victims are no longer be temporarily exempted from the work requirement.  Clients will receive one year of rental assistance and can renew for a second year if they meet additional requirements.
  Advantage New York requires that participants contribute 30% of their gross monthly income toward rent in the first year (a substantial increase from the previous program) and 40% in the second year if they qualify.
  
DHS and HRA claimed that Advantage was successful in keeping people out of shelter and in permanent housing.  At an April 2010 hearing before the General Welfare Committee, former DHS Commissioner Hess testified that since the program’s inception, Advantage helped more than 18,000 households exit shelter.
  While both agencies claim that data collected from those that participated in one year of the Advantage program suggests that participants in the new Advantage New York Program will be able to meet the heightened work and income contribution requirements, the Committee is concerned that there is not enough public data to determine its likely effectiveness.  Accordingly, Int. 395 requires DHS and HRA to routinely report information concerning all Advantage programs, including: Advantage NY, Work Advantage, Children's Advantage, and Fixed Income Advantage.  This information is required to be disaggregated by families, families with children, adult families, and single adults.  Int. 395 additionally requires DHS and HRA to report to the Council:  (i) the number of households that applied for shelter after participating in the Advantage program, including those that were subsequently found ineligible for shelter; (ii) the number of households that returned to the shelter system after participating in the Advantage program; (iii) for households that returned to the shelter system after participating in the Advantage program, the length of time between the end of the Advantage program and the household's return to shelter; (iv) the number of households that returned to the shelter system after participating in the Advantage program that received other rental assistance in addition to Advantage, broken down by the type of rental assistance; and  (v) for households that returned to shelter after participating in the Advantage program, the length of time they resided in their Advantage apartment.

In order to determine the long-term success of Advantage, Int. 395 also requires DHS and HRA to establish a procedure to collect information from former Advantage participants.  The bill requires information to be collected on a number of indicators for former Advantage participants, some of which include: (i) the average and median monthly wages of the household; (ii) the average and median monthly employment hours of the household; (iii) the number of households that are still residing in the housing unit they resided in upon the termination of their enrollment in the Advantage program; (iv) the number of households that are receiving cash assistance; and (v) the number of households that receive any other type of rental assistance from HRA.  Such information will be used to determine whether participation in Advantage actually resulted in long-term self-sufficiency.
As the Administration views the new Advantage New York program as an improvement on other rental assistance programs, Int. 395 also requires DHS and HRA to report on data concerning other non-Advantage programs.  The bill requires DHS and HRA to report information concerning HSP and the Federal Eviction Prevention Supplement including, but not limited to the number of households that: (i) were previously enrolled in the program; (ii) no longer receive the subsidy, (iii) no longer receive the subsidy and completed at least five years of the program, (iv) are still residing in the housing unit into which they were placed upon the start of their enrollment in the program, (v) have applied for shelter, (vi) have returned to shelter after having been enrolled for any length of time; and (vii) have returned to shelter after having been enrolled in the program for at least five years.  The data concerning non-Advantage programs would assist in determining what rental assistance programs are most successful.

Int.  444 of 2010

DHS produces a daily census on its website that details the number of families with children, adult families and single adults that stayed overnight in homeless shelters.
  DHS also issues a daily census report that provides additional information concerning the number of people in the daily census, including the number of adults and children in shelter as well as the number of men and women in single adult shelters.  The daily census report also contains information concerning families (including the number of families requesting temporary housing at the Prevention Assistance and Temporary Housing Office (“PATH”) and the Adult Family Intake Center (“AFIC”)) and single adults (including but not limited to the number of adults who utilized faith based beds and safe haven beds).
  Int. 444 codifies a requirement that a daily census report be produced and requires a weekly report that disaggregates the numbers of people accessing shelter according to all shelter types.


Though DHS provides daily information concerning the number of people accessing shelter, advocates contend that the daily census figures are not accurate because they do not include a number of other types of shelter utilized by homeless individuals and families.  For example, DHS’ total daily census figure does not include the number of individuals who spent the night in safe havens, stabilization beds or faith-based beds.  Int. 444 requires DHS to include in the daily census figures the number of individuals who spent the previous night in: HPD facilities; overnight accommodations; the PATH office; drop-in centers; faith-based facilities; safe haven facilities; stabilization beds; and in short-term veterans housing.
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A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the Department of Homeless Services and the Human Resources Administration to track and report to the Council certain data regarding rental assistance programs for the homeless.
 

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 

Section 1.  Declaration of legislative findings and intent.  In 2004, the Department of Homeless Services ("DHS") implemented the Housing Stability Plus ("HSP") rental subsidy program, which was intended to help homeless people move out of shelter and into permanent housing.  In 2007, DHS discontinued HSP and began the Advantage New York ("Advantage") rental assistance programs, which included the Work Advantage, Children's Advantage, and Fixed Income Advantage programs.  The Work Advantage program replaced HSP and aimed to assist shelter residents in securing permanent housing and achieving self-sufficiency by rewarding work, while Children's Advantage was specifically targeted toward families in shelter with child welfare cases and Fixed Income Advantage helped shelter residents on a fixed income who were unable to work.  As of August 1, 2010, DHS will no longer offer the Children's and Fixed Income Advantage programs, and instead there will be only one Advantage NY program.  In addition, participants in the new Advantage NY program will be subject to more stringent work and income contribution requirements than under the previous version of the program.
DHS and the Human Resources Administration ("HRA"), which assists DHS with administering the Advantage program, maintain that the Advantage program was successful in keeping people permanently housed and out of the shelter system because to date few Advantage participants returned to shelter.  Moreover, according to both agencies, data collected from those who participated in one year of the Advantage program suggests that new participants will be able to meet the heightened work and income contribution requirements.  The Council finds, however, that additional data is necessary to truly evaluate whether the new Advantage NY program will be successful in reducing homelessness, and to inform whether additional changes to rental assistance programs in the future are well-advised.
      §2.  Chapter 3 of title 21 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 21-316 to read as follows:
      §21-316.  a.  Definitions.  For the purposes of this section, the following terms shall have the following meanings pursuant to federal, state and local laws and such rules and regulations as may be promulgated pursuant thereto:
1.  "Advantage apartment" shall mean an apartment that is certified as an Advantage apartment by DHS and is at least partially funded by rental payments provided by DHS to landlords on behalf of tenants who are enrolled in any of the Advantage programs.
2.  "Advantage NY program" shall mean the rental assistance program for eligible homeless individuals and families in shelter that became effective on August 1, 2010.
3.  "Advantage program" shall mean the Advantage NY program, the Children's Advantage program, the Fixed Income Advantage program, the Work Advantage program, and any other rental subsidy program that DHS and/or HRA designates as an Advantage program now or in the future.
      
4.  "Children's Advantage" shall mean the rental assistance program for eligible homeless families in shelter who have open cases with the Administration for Children's Services ("ACS") that was in effect until August 1, 2010.
      
5.  "Federal Eviction Prevention Supplement (FEPS)" shall mean the housing subsidy that is provided to eligible homeless families who are facing eviction for non-payment of rent.
6.  "Fixed Income Advantage" shall mean the rental assistance program for eligible homeless families and individuals in shelter who are receiving a fixed income benefit or who cannot work that was in effect until August 1, 2010.
      
7. "Fixed income benefit" shall include social security disability insurance (SSDI) or supplemental security income (SSI) benefits under the federal social security act or disability pension or disability compensation benefits  provided by the United States department of veterans affairs.  
      
8.  "Household" shall mean a single individual or family, including couples
without dependent children who, or which, are eligible to receive transitional housing or services from the department of homeless services or the human resources administration pursuant to federal, state and local laws and such rules and regulations as may be promulgated pursuant thereto.
      
9. "Housing Stability Plus" shall mean the five-year rental assistance program for eligible homeless families and individuals in shelter that began in 2004 and was replaced by the Work Advantage program in 2007.  
      
10.  "Section 8" shall mean a housing assistance payment that is made pursuant to section eight of the United States housing act of nineteen-hundred thirty-seven, as it may be amended from time to time.
      
11. "Work Advantage" shall mean the rental assistance program for eligible homeless families and individuals who work full or part-time that was in effect until August 1, 2010.  
      
b.  Quarterly Reports Regarding Rental Assistance Programs.  Beginning no later than January 1, 2011 and no later than the last day of the month following each calendar quarter thereafter, the commissioner, in consultation with the commissioner of the human resources administration/department of social services, shall submit to the speaker of the city council, and shall make available to the public free of charge on the internet, a report in writing that includes, at a minimum, the following information, disaggregated by families, families with children, adult families, and single adults:
      
1. Housing Stability Plus.  The following information regarding the HSP program shall be included in the quarterly report:
(a) the number of households that were previously enrolled in the program, including the number that (i) no longer receive the subsidy, (ii) no longer receive the subsidy and completed at least five years of the program, (iii) are still residing in the housing unit into which they were placed upon the start of their enrollment in the program, (iv) have applied for shelter, (v) have returned to shelter after having been enrolled for any length of time, (vi) have returned to shelter after having been enrolled in the program for at least five years;
(b) the number of households that are currently enrolled in the program, including (i) the number that receive public assistance, (ii) the number that have employment income, as well as their average and median incomes and average and median number of hours worked per week, (iii) their average and median monthly rent, (iv) the average and median monthly rent subsidy provided by the program, (v) the number still residing in the housing unit into which they were placed upon the start of their enrollment in the program, (vi) the number that have a head of household receiving a federal disability benefit, as well as their average and median household income, (vii) the number who are needed at home to care for another household member receiving a federal disability benefit, as well as their average and median household income;
      
2.  Federal Eviction Prevention Supplement.  The following information regarding the FEPS program shall be included in the quarterly report:
      
(a) the number of households that were previously enrolled in the program, including the number that (i) no longer receive the subsidy, (ii) no longer receive the subsidy and completed at least five years of the program, (iii) are still residing in the housing unit in which they were living upon the start of their enrollment in the program, (iv) have applied for shelter, (v) have returned to shelter after having been enrolled for any length of time, (vi) have returned to shelter after having been enrolled in the program for at least five years;
(b) the number of households that are currently enrolled in the program, including (i) the number that receive public assistance, (ii) the number that have employment income, as well as their average and median incomes and average and median number of hours worked per week, (iii) their average and median monthly rent, (iv) the average and median monthly subsidy provided by the program, (v) the number still residing in the housing unit in which they were living upon the start of their enrollment in the program, (vi) the number that have a head of household receiving a federal disability benefit, as well as their average and median household income, (vii) the number who are needed at home to care for another household member receiving a federal disability benefit, as well as their average and median household income;
      
3.  Advantage.  The following information regarding the Advantage program shall be included in the quarterly report, disaggregated by Advantage NY program, Work Advantage program, Children's Advantage program, and Fixed Income Advantage program:
(a) the number of households that applied for shelter after participating in the Advantage program, including those that were subsequently found ineligible for shelter;
      
(b) the number of households that returned to the shelter system after participating in the Advantage program, broken down by the length of time the household participated in the program as follows:  less than one year; one year; between one and two years; two years;
      
(c) for households that returned to the shelter system after participating in the Advantage program, the length of time between the end of the Advantage program and the household's return to shelter, broken down as follows:  less than one year; one to two years; more than two years;
      
(d) the number of households that returned to the shelter system after participating in the Advantage program that received rental assistance in addition to Advantage, broken down by the type of rental assistance, including:  FEPS; Section 8 voucher; and any other rental assistance provided by HRA;  
      
(e) for households that returned to shelter after participating in the Advantage program, the length of time they resided in their Advantage apartment, broken down as follows:  less than one year, one to two years, more than two years;
      
(f) the average and median wages earned by households that returned to shelter after participating in the Advantage program during the time they were not participating in the Advantage program;
      
(g) the average and median number of hours worked by households that returned to shelter after participating in the Advantage program during the time they were not participating in the Advantage program;
      
(h) the number of households newly enrolled each quarter into each Advantage program;
      
(i) the number of households currently enrolled in each Advantage program;
      
(j) the number of households previously enrolled in the Advantage program that no longer receive the subsidy;
      
(k) the number of households that no longer receive the Advantage subsidy and completed at least two years of the Advantage program;
      
(l) the number of households that transitioned to Section 8 from the Advantage program;
      
(m) the number of households that transitioned to the Advantage program from the HSP program;
      
(n) the number of households enrolled in the Advantage program that are also receiving public assistance;
      
(o) the number of households enrolled in the Advantage program that have employment income;
      
(p) the average and median income of households enrolled in the Advantage program that have employment income;
      
(q) the average and median number of hours worked per week of households enrolled in the Advantage program that have employment income;
      
(r) the number of households enrolled in the Advantage program that have a head of household receiving a federal disability benefit;
      
(s) the number of households enrolled in the Advantage program that have an adult residing in the household who is needed at home to care for another household member receiving a federal disability benefit;
      
(t) the average and median monthly rent of households enrolled in the Advantage program;
      
(u) the average and median monthly rent subsidy provided by DHS or HRA to households enrolled in the Advantage program;
      
(v) the number of households enrolled in the Advantage program that are still residing in the housing unit into which they were placed upon the start of their enrollment in the Advantage program;
      
(w) for households that previously participated in the Advantage program but are no longer enrolled, the number still residing in the housing unit into which they were placed upon the start of their enrollment in the Advantage program;
      
(x) the number of households that participated in the Advantage program for one year and sought renewal for an additional year of the subsidy; and
      
(y) the number of households that participated in the Advantage program for one year and sought renewal for an additional year of the subsidy and were not approved for an additional year of the subsidy.
c.  Long Term Outcomes of Advantage NY Participants.  The commissioner, in consultation with the commissioner of the human resources administration/department of social services, shall establish a procedure, to be implemented within ninety days of the effective date of the local law that added this section, to determine the following information regarding former Advantage NY program households that have not been enrolled in the program for at least one year:   (a) the average and median monthly wages of the household; (b) the average and median monthly employment hours of the household; (c) the number of households that are still residing in the housing unit they resided in upon the termination of their enrollment in the Advantage NY program; (d) the number of households that are receiving cash assistance; (e) the number of households that are receiving FEPS; (f) the number of households that have a Section 8 voucher; and (g) the number of households that receive any other type of rental assistance from HRA.  
§3.  This local law shall take effect immediately.
LS 1313
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By Council Member Palma 

..Title

A LOCAL LAW

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring that the Department of Homeless Services (DHS) count toward its total shelter census figure and post on its website certain enumerated categories of information.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

Section 1. Findings and Intent. The Department of Homeless Services (“DHS”) provides, on the internet, a report detailing the number of people receiving shelter from DHS. The Council finds, however, that these reports should be codified and that additional data should be included in what DHS represents as the total shelter census figures so that accurate and comprehensive shelter census figures are communicated to the public.  

Section 2. Chapter 3 of title 21 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 21-316 to read as follows: 

§21-316. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following terms shall have the following meanings:  

1. “Drop-in center facility” means a facility that provides homeless single adults with hot meals, showers, laundry facilities, clothing, medical care, recreational space, employment referrals and also assists homeless single adults with housing placement services.    

2. “Drop-in center overnight census” means the total number of individuals who receive overnight lodging in all drop-in center facilities in New York City.   

3. “Faith-based facility” means a facility that provides shelter to homeless individuals that is funded by one or more religious organizations.        

4. “HPD facility” means a facility owned or operated by the Department of Housing Preservation and Development (“HPD”).   

5. “Outreach placements” means shelter or temporary housing provided to individuals who were living in public spaces and, as a result of the department’s outreach efforts, were persuaded to access the department’s services. 

6. “Safe Haven facility” means a facility that provides shelter placement to chronic street homeless individuals who are historically unwilling to enter the traditional shelter system.   

7. “Stabilization bed” means a bed that is provided to a homeless individual on a temporary basis to allow an otherwise service resistant street homeless client to stabilize while service providers or outreach workers assist in locating permanent housing options. 

8. “Veteran in shelter or short-term housing” means a person who served in the active military of the United States and who was released from such service otherwise than by dishonorable discharge, to whom the department is providing placement in a shelter or in short-term housing.    

b. Reports of Shelter Census Figures. Beginning no later than February 1, 2011, and no later than the last day of the week for each week thereafter, the commissioner shall make available to the public free of charge on the internet a report that includes, at a minimum, the following information: 

1.  the number of adult families receiving shelter, including the aggregate number of individuals, disaggregated by zip code; 

2. the number of families with children receiving shelter, including the aggregate number of individuals, disaggregated by the number of adults and children that make up such number, disaggregated by zip code;  

3. the number of single adults receiving shelter, disaggregated by gender and zip code; 

4. the total number of individuals receiving shelter, disaggregated by the number of adults and children, disaggregated by zip code;  

5. the number of single adults served in drop-in centers, disaggregated by zip code; 

6. the number of single adults represented in the drop-in center overnight census, disaggregated by zip code; 

7. the number of single adults receiving shelter in faith-based facilities, disaggregated by zip code; 

8. the number of single adults receiving outreach placements, disaggregated by zip code; 

9. the number of single adults receiving shelter in safe haven facilities, disaggregated by zip code; 

10. the number of single adults receiving shelter in stabilization beds, disaggregated by zip code;  

11. the number of single adult veterans receiving shelter or short-term housing, disaggregated by zip code; 

12. the number of adult families and families with children receiving shelter in HPD facilities, including the aggregate number of individuals, disaggregated by zip code; 

13. the number of adult families and families with children requesting temporary housing at a Prevention Assistance and Temporary Housing (“PATH”) office, disaggregated by zip code; 

14. the number of adult families requesting temporary housing at an Adult Family Intake Center (“AFIC”), disaggregated by zip code; 

15. the number of adult families and families with children placed in overnight accommodations, disaggregated by zip code; and 

16. the number of adult families and families with children who have stayed overnight at a Prevention Assistance and Temporary Housing (“PATH”) office, disaggregated by zip code. 

c. Daily Census Figures on Department’s Homepage. Beginning no later than February 2, 2011, and no later than the last day of the week for each week thereafter, the commissioner shall prominently display on the department’s homepage the following figures: 

1. the total number of families with children receiving shelter, including such families with children receiving shelter in HPD facilities, placed in overnight accommodations, or who have stayed overnight at a Prevention Assistance and Temporary Housing (“PATH”) office; 

2. the total number of adult families receiving shelter, including such adult families receiving shelter in HPD facilities, placed in overnight accommodations, or who have stayed overnight at a Prevention Assistance and Temporary Housing (“PATH”) office; 

3. the total number of single adults receiving shelter, including such single adults represented in the drop-in center overnight census, receiving shelter in faith-based facilities,  receiving shelter in safe haven facilities, or receiving shelter in stabilization beds, and single adult veterans receiving shelter in short-term housing; and 

4. the aggregate number of individuals receiving shelter, including such individuals who are members of adult families receiving shelter, single adults receiving shelter, members of families with children receiving shelter, single adults represented in the drop-in center overnight census, single adults receiving shelter in faith-based facilities, single adults receiving shelter in safe haven facilities, single adults receiving shelter in stabilization beds, single adult veterans receiving shelter or short-term housing, members of adult families or families with children receiving shelter in HPD facilities, members of adult families or families with children placed in overnight accommodations, or members of adult families or families with children who have stayed overnight at a Prevention Assistance and Temporary Housing (“PATH”) office.     

Section 3. This local law shall take effect immediately.
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