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I would like to thank Chair Jackson and the Education Committee for holding this hearing today.
Very often these oversight hearings are one of the few places that the public and our elecrted representatives can question the DoE’s failed policies.

As the recent testing debacle makes clear under Mayoral control there is no accountability, for the systemic failure over the last 8 years by this administration to provide a quality education to all kids.

Today we have learned that furthermore, the DoE has NO PLAN!

No plan to create equitable access to quality schools

No plan to close the achievement gap.

No plan to support the students, their families and schools that have been failed by the education system.

No plan to create and assessment that measures real teaching and learning.

The only plan we heard was the usual passing of the Accountability Buck- back to schools, teachers, students and their families at the same time we increase class size and cut their budgets and resources.

For this reason I am submitting to you a s ample resolution  that I would hope the City Council might consider, that Will also be sent around to CECs P(T)As and SLTs.

Unless we change the carrots and the sticks nothing will change for our children.

In the resolution I ask that 

1. DoE provide immediate academic interventions to students labeled failing ;

2. DoE support struggling schools measure of teaching and learning based on multiple measures, and with the approval of parents, teachers, administrators and education experts with the resources they need to serve the students most in need

3. Lower class sizes

4. Suspend all high stakes standardized tests- based decisions and policies 

5. Create a holistic and comprehensive schools measure of teaching and learning based on multiple measures, and with the approval of parents, teachers, administrators and education experts.

See attached sample resolution

