New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced herein, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int. No. 1196

Prime Sponsors:
Council Member Williams

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to prohibiting the unauthorized depiction of public officials by artificial intelligence.

Submitted by:
Council Member Williams

Justification:
Just before the 2024 New Hampshire Democratic primary election, voters received robocalls from an AI-generated voice of President Biden urging them not to vote in the primary. After this incident, the Federal Communications Commission ruled robocalls using AI-generated voices illegal under federal telecoms law, opening the door to fines and lawsuits against violators.
This legislation seeks to solidify what the FCC ruling already ruled: that the use of unauthorized AI depictions of public officials and political candidates erodes the fabric of the democratic process. By prohibiting such AI depictions, including AI-generated robocalls, “deep fakes,” etc., we will prevent exposure to disinformation and ensure that electeds’ voices remain their own.
