New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Legislative Service Number:
LS No. LS 20263
Prime Sponsor:
Council Member Chris Banks
Bill Title:
A Local Law to require the Department of Transportation to conduct annual assessments of pedestrian safety infrastructure near public schools
Submitted by:
Council Member Chris Banks 
Justification
The security of homeownership in New York City is too often jeopardized by insufficient notice before the sale of tax liens. Recent cases — including one in the 42nd Council District where a million-dollar property was lost over a single unpaid water bill — highlight serious gaps in current outreach practices. Without stronger notification requirements, residents, particularly seniors, risk losing their homes due to communication failures rather than an inability to pay.
LS 20263 addresses these gaps by requiring the Department of Finance (DOF) to provide notice through multiple verified channels, including certified mail, email, phone, or in-person outreach, and to document all notification attempts for five years to ensure accountability.
The bill also creates an important safeguard by requiring DOF to notify the relevant Council Member if a return receipt is not received prior to the sale date, providing a final opportunity for intervention. By strengthening due process protections, this legislation balances revenue collection with the need to protect homeowners and preserve housing stability.
For these reasons, I urge my colleagues to support this legislation.
