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          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: The meeting of

          3  the Finance Committee is called to order.

          4                 Good morning, and welcome to today's

          5  City Council Finance Committee hearing.

          6                 Today the Committee will consider and

          7  approve the estimate for the operating budget of the

          8  City Council for Fiscal Year 2003.

          9                 Under the City Charter, the Council

         10  has until March 10th, normally, to submit to the

         11  Mayor its own operating budget for the next fiscal

         12  year. That date has been extended until today, March

         13  25th, 2002.

         14                 Under the Charter, the Mayor can

         15  comment on our budget, but he cannot change it. The

         16  proposed budget shows a 12 percent cut in headcount

         17  for the Council's central staff and a dollar

         18  reduction of almost $1.9 million for central staff.

         19                 This large cut in central staff is

         20  offset to a significant extent by an increase of

         21  about 1.1 million for Council members, specifically

         22  Committee chairs, for purposes of hiring staff

         23  members to work with their committees.

         24                 This was done to implement the policy

         25  established by the members of this body in January,
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          2  many of whom came together in the Fresh Democracy

          3  Council to formulate ideas for democratizing the new

          4  Council.

          5                 The goal was to decentralize certain

          6  functions of the central Council staff by empowering

          7  Committee chairs to be more active in the operations

          8  of and issues for their committees.

          9                 The budget also calls for a six

         10  percent reduction in the entire Council's OTPS

         11  budget. Overall the Council's budget for 2003 will

         12  be about 1.5 million less than its current budget.

         13                 Joyce Singerman of the Council

         14  Administrative Services Division, our Fiscal

         15  Officer, is here to provide any additional details

         16  that I might not have covered, and I, Joyce, or any

         17  of the Finance staff is available to answer any

         18  questions.

         19                 Any questions?

         20                 MS. SINGERMAN: Excuse me. At this

         21  time I would like you to note that the Council no

         22  longer has the Subcommittee on Federal Affairs, as

         23  stated in the description for the Committee on State

         24  and Federal Legislation on page 16 of the document

         25  before you. Provided this subcommittee is not
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          2  reestablished, this will be changed in next year's

          3  submission.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Thank you, Joyce.

          6                 Any questions? Comments?

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Factual. I see

          8  that on page 7 it says that Council Members are

          9  currently elected through districts of approximately

         10  139,000; is that the new number, the current number,

         11  or the number that is post-census?

         12                 MS. SINGERMAN: That's actually a

         13  number that's been over the last several years. It

         14  might change.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN:  Actually, the

         16  number I though we were operating on was 144,000.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: And I thought

         18  it was 151. But I'm not sure if it's the new number

         19  or the old number.

         20                 MS. SINGERMAN: We'll have to look at

         21  it for next year.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I realize it's

         23  not wholly relevant to the question, but I believe

         24  we're going to be representing more people in our

         25  districts.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: You know what?

          3  I'll take a friendly amendment to make it

          4  approximately 140,000, because that's probably

          5  closer to 139,000, and it's approximate anyway. So

          6  can we do that amendment?

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Sure.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Make it

          9  approximately 140,000.

         10                 Any other comments, amendments?

         11                 Seeing none, do I hear a motion to

         12  approve?

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Yes.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: A motion to

         15  approve by Council Member DeBlasio.

         16                 Any second?

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Yes.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Seconded by

         19  Council Member Fidler.

         20                 All in favor?

         21                 Okay, roll call.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rodriguez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK Comrie.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote stands at ten

         19  in the affirmative, no in the negative and no

         20  abstentions. The items are adopted, please sign the

         21  reports.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Okay, I'm going

         23  to leave the record open for those members of the

         24  Committee that are attending the hearing across the

         25  hall or are on their way to allow them to vote.
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          2                 We have a comment by Council Member

          3  Lopez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I just wanted

          5  to make a comment about the good work that Joyce

          6  Singerman does all the time, particularly I am one

          7  of those Council Members who bother her the most

          8  through the whole year. Then I just want to make for

          9  the record how much I appreciate the work that she

         10  does in this Council.

         11                 MS. SINGERMAN: Thank you.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: You're welcome.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: We're now

         14  adjourned.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Golden.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote now stands at

         18  11 in the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         19  abstentions.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: I vote aye.

         22                 (Hearing concluded at 10:55 a.m.)

         23

         24
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