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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Good evening.

          3  I will now be opening up the recessed meeting of

          4  June 7, 2004, held on June 22nd, 2004. The meeting

          5  is called to order.

          6                 Roll call.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Always here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Present.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: I am here.

         13                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: We have a

         14  quorum.

         15                 Supplemental Messages and Papers from

         16  the Mayor.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         18  184.

         19                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Supplemental

         20  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         22                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Supplemental

         23  Petitions and Communications.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         25                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Supplemental
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          2  Land Use Call-Ups.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          4                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Supplemental

          5  Communication from the Speaker.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Let me just thank my

          7  colleagues for hanging in there. I know it's been a

          8  long day. We are very pleased to be able to send up

          9  this home rule to Albany, in order to advance this

         10  budget that we believe is in the best interest of

         11  the people of the City of New York.

         12                 I just want to note again that I

         13  think this is sort of an historic moment for this

         14  City, that we will be enacting for the first time an

         15  earned income tax credit, which will help lift

         16  700,000 working New Yorkers out of poverty;

         17                 - to join with the State and, first

         18  of all, the federal government, for the most

         19  successful anti-poverty program that this country

         20  has ever seen;

         21                 - to make sure that work works;

         22                 - to make sure that our tax system is

         23  in line with the 21st century;

         24                 - to make sure that we're giving

         25  relief first to those who need it most.
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          2                 This is the right thing to do. I'm

          3  proud of my colleagues for supporting it, and I look

          4  forward to supporting this entire package, and the

          5  entire budget because it is in the best interest of

          6  the people of the City of New York.

          7                 Thank you for your patience.

          8                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Supplemental

          9  Discussion of General Orders.

         10                 Seeing nobody, we'll move on.

         11                 Supplemental Report of Special

         12  Committees.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         14                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Supplemental

         15  Report of Standing Committees.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         17  Committee on Education.

         18                 Reso 152-A.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

         20  over.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         22  Committee on Public Safety.

         23                 Intro. 142-B.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

         25  over.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          3  Committee on State and Federal Leg.

          4                 Preconsidered SLR 147.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          6  General Order Calendar.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          8  SLR 148.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         10  General Order Calendar.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         12  SLR 184.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: It's M 184.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: I'm sorry. M

         15  184.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         17  General Order Calendar.

         18                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Supplemental

         19  General Order Calendar.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 188-A.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 261-A.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso 389-A.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.
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          2                 At this point I'd ask the clerk to

          3  call the roll on all the items coupled on the

          4  General Order Calendar.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: May I pleased

         13  be excused to explain my vote?

         14                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So moved.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I'd like to

         16  say to the City Council I'm certainly going to vote

         17  aye on this, but I am concerned about the outer

         18  years and the continuation of give-backs. I question

         19  the fiscal feasibility and responsibility of that.

         20                 I also am concerned about some of the

         21  enhancements that did not come forth, particularly

         22  for the youth of our City and employment

         23  opportunities for the youth and several other

         24  programs in the City.

         25                 So, while I vote aye, I think that we

                                                            13

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  should be very, very concerned about ways that we

          3  can address those serious issues.

          4                 Our youth is a very serious issue,

          5  our libraries is a very serious issue, so we got

          6  restorations, but enhancements would have been

          7  something that I think this City really needed, and

          8  I'm concerned about the outer years with this kind

          9  of fiscal thinking.

         10                 So, with that, I vote aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye. And

         15  congratulations on the earned income tax credit for

         16  New York.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: I vote aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Mr. President

         23  Pro-Tem, may I have a moment to explain my vote?

         24                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So moved.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Mr. President,
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          2  I'd just like to say that I'm very pleased to be

          3  passing the earned income tax credit home rule in

          4  districts, well in my district in particular, it

          5  means $1,100,000 on an annual basis for the

          6  residents of my district and for districts that are

          7  similar as well. So, I'm very pleased to be voting

          8  on this today. And I'd like to thank Speaker Miller

          9  for his leadership on this issue on behalf of the

         10  constituents of my district.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 And I vote aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Pass.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: May I be

          3  excused to explain my vote?

          4                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Mr. President,

          6  thank you very much. We will be voting aye in part

          7  of in support of the package which we have reached,

          8  and I thank and congratulate our leadership.

          9                 The EITC, the Earned Income Tax

         10  Credit, is an important step forward in a quest

         11  toward a more just, more sensible tax policy and as

         12  part of efforts to root out poverty.

         13                 The property tax rebate unfortunately

         14  is limited in its reach and its scope and raised

         15  numerous questions which we have discussed as a

         16  result of its limitations. It brings out the need

         17  for reform of the underlying property tax code to

         18  make it simpler, to make it more equitable across

         19  the board, and to make it more fair in that it not

         20  discriminate against those who are still paying too

         21  high property tax.

         22                 So, I vote aye, but I remind my

         23  colleagues that we have a lot of work to do with

         24  respect to reforming the property tax code, and I

         25  hope that will be on the agenda for this Council in
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          2  the upcoming weeks and months, starting with the

          3  appointment of the long overdue property tax

          4  simplification commission.

          5                 Thank you very much. I vote aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Pass.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: May I be

         14  excused to explain my vote?

         15                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         17  very much.

         18                 As long as I've been in this Council,

         19  I have struggled with my colleagues to do something

         20  with regard to the earned income tax credit, a

         21  credit which is available to working poor families

         22  on a federal and a state level, but which we could

         23  never get done on the local level.

         24                 And this moment that we're at now, as

         25  was pointed out by others, is a great moment for the
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          2  Council and for the City, because we are now

          3  embracing the reality that working families that are

          4  poor deserve a tax break too. And what we're doing

          5  now in terms of sending a home rule message up to

          6  Albany to get the authorization for that, is

          7  something that we can all feel proud of because we

          8  are doing the right thing by citizens, all citizens

          9  of New York, and we will go on record as being the

         10  progressive City that we're supposed to be.

         11                 So, I'm very proud that we have come

         12  to this historic moment. It's a crowning moment in

         13  my career, and I want to thank each and every one of

         14  you for being a part of it.

         15                 Thank you. I vote aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: May I be excused

         24  to explain my vote?

         25                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you.

          3                 Those of us who have served in the

          4  Council for two terms now remember the debate about

          5  this, and after 9/11 I think there were still just a

          6  very few of us that were remembering that this was a

          7  good tax policy, before 9/11 and maybe even more so

          8  after 9/11, the earned income tax credit.

          9                 So I'm delighted that our colleagues

         10  in this Council took it up and recognized it, and as

         11  we looked at it and looked at it, we began to see

         12  just how profound the impact was going to be in each

         13  one of our districts.

         14                 I think we also owe the staff credit

         15  for doing the analysis that showed us just how many

         16  people are poor in this City, just how many people

         17  are poor in Manhattan.

         18                 Even in the richest Council district

         19  here in this City, over $800,000 is going to be

         20  distributed locally because of the earned income tax

         21  credit.

         22                 I'm proud to have been one of those

         23  voices that were out there in the early days, and I

         24  appreciate my colleagues understanding it. We all

         25  can be proud.
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          2                 I vote aye.

          3                 Thank you very much.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: I vote aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Can I be

          8  excused to explain my vote?

          9                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I want to

         11  thank all of my colleagues for also wrestling and

         12  the great patience that we all have shown in this

         13  endeavor.

         14                 Indeed the patience has only made

         15  more warm by knowing that we have done the right

         16  thing for the citizens of New York, keeping

         17  libraries open, meeting the needs of people who have

         18  incomes so small that the federal and state did not

         19  tax them, but this City did, and this was the

         20  Council that did something about it under the

         21  direction, of course, of our Speaker.

         22                 This is also the Council that

         23  recognized that there were lots and lots of people

         24  unemployed who would not go quietly into the night

         25  on that issue, and we did something on that issue
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          2  that needs to go out also.

          3                 So, I'm very proud to vote yes. I

          4  vote aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Permission to

          9  explain my vote?

         10                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you.

         12                 I just, I vote aye on all, but I just

         13  wish to say that the earned income tax credit, it's

         14  very amazing that we're really passing it today.

         15                 We forget that we have the working

         16  poor in this City, people who work very, very hard,

         17  long hours, and seven days a week, and they still

         18  are below the poverty level.

         19                 And this certainly recognizes their

         20  efforts, and is a humane and decent thing to do and

         21  I thank all of my colleagues for supporting that,

         22  and I vote aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Stewart votes

          3  yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Pass.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes. Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Mr. President,

         12  I persist in believing that Speaker Miller's

         13  proposal for an across the board tax cut was a

         14  superior proposal, both in terms of tax policy,

         15  fairness, and in terms of the precedent that we set

         16  for the future, but I understand that budgets are

         17  compromised, and so I vote aye on all. Thank you.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Permission to

         20  explain my vote?

         21                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you.

         23                 I want to congratulate all of the

         24  members on the Council for the hard work and the

         25  diligence they put into the budget process to ensure

                                                            23

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  that we came up with the compromise that we came up

          3  with today, to enhance libraries, to do the

          4  initiative for long-term unemployment, to start to

          5  address the meth amphetamine problem, and to also

          6  address the under five initiative for HIV/AIDS.

          7  We've done some very historic work. Among no less

          8  than the EIT, Earned Income Tax Credit, we've done

          9  some real opportunities here to provide real service

         10  and really utilize government to help people.

         11                 I'm proud of this body. I think that

         12  this body deserves a round of applause. Not now, but

         13  at another time after Jimmy Oddo puts away his

         14  baseball bat. I vote aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: May I be

         17  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         18                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Thank you.

         20  I think this is a great day, as we move one step

         21  closer to providing tax relief in the form of a

         22  rebate to the hard-working middle class taxpayers

         23  and the working families of this great City. So, I

         24  am absolutely proud to vote aye on all coupled

         25  general orders. Thank you.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

          4  all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I be

          9  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         10                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

         11                 You make a promise and you keep a

         12  promise. I vote yes on the tax rebate home rule.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye on

         15  all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Miller.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         18                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: All items on

         19  today's general order calendar were adopted by a

         20  vote of 48 in the affirmative, zero in the negative

         21  and zero abstentions.

         22                 Supplemental Introduction and Reading

         23  of the Bills.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: All bills are

         25  referred to the Committee as indicated on the
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          2  schedule.

          3                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Supplemental

          4  Discussion of Resolutions.

          5                 Seeing none -- we have Council Member

          6  Yvette Clarke.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: My colleagues,

          8  I am so honored and pleased that the Committee on

          9  Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International

         10  Intergroup Relations has put forth a resolution

         11  honoring and commemorating the bicentennial

         12  anniversary of Haiti, and today I ask, as the first

         13  black republic in the western hemisphere, who was

         14  instrumental in helping the United States become the

         15  United States by fighting the war that essentially

         16  bought us the Louisiana Purchase that today we send

         17  a resounding yes vote in honor of the commemoration

         18  of the bicentennial anniversary of Haiti.

         19                 Thank you, my colleagues.

         20                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         21  very much.

         22                 Seeing no others, Supplemental

         23  Resolutions.

         24                 We'll be voting on Resolution 14.

         25                 All in favor say aye.
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          2                 All opposed say nay.

          3                 Any abstentions?

          4                 Seeing none, it is adopted.

          5                 Next we'll be voting on Resolution

          6  231.

          7                 All in favor say aye.

          8                 All opposed say nay.

          9                 Any abstentions?

         10                 Seeing none, the Resolution passes.

         11                 Supplemental General Discussion.

         12                 Mr. Speaker.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Mr.

         14  Chairman.

         15                 I just want to take this opportunity

         16  to remind my colleagues of the schedule coming up

         17  for the next two days.

         18                 Wednesday, tomorrow, will be a

         19  regular day, in terms of Committee hearings. Any

         20  hearings that were previously scheduled will go on

         21  exactly as scheduled, and there will be no meetings

         22  of the caucus, the budget negotiating team. In fact,

         23  there are no more further meetings of the Caucus of

         24  the negotiating team for purposes of discussing the

         25  budget, because we've done that. So, tomorrow is a
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          2  regular day, with all hearings that were on schedule

          3  for before will continue exactly as planned.

          4                 On Thursday, the Committee on Finance

          5  will meet at 9:30 a.m. It will begin, that will be

          6  for the purpose of considering the budget. So, a

          7  9:30 meeting of Finance. Committee on Health will

          8  also meet briefly on Thursday morning at 10:00 a.m.,

          9  for consideration of Intro. 127-A resolution.

         10                 Then the Stated Council will meet at

         11  12:00 on Thursday. So, there still will be a Health

         12  Committee meeting on Thursday morning. The Finance

         13  Committee will be meeting at 9:30 a.m., and the full

         14  Council will be meeting at 12:00 in order to

         15  consider and pass the budget agreement.

         16                 So, the Committee on General Welfare,

         17  the Committee on Mental Health, the Committee on

         18  Small Business, which had had meetings previously

         19  scheduled for that Thursday afternoon, and will have

         20  meetings deferred.

         21                 And let me just note that the hearing

         22  on the Contracts Committee that was supposed to have

         23  been Thursday morning, which will be for considering

         24  the override of the Equal Employment Benefits Bill,

         25  will be moved to Monday morning before the Stated
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          2  Council Meeting, and we will have a Stated Council

          3  Meeting on Monday, June 28th at its regular time and

          4  its regular schedule.

          5                 So, any other changes, you can check

          6  with the office, but tomorrow will be a regular

          7  schedule, Thursday morning will be a Finance

          8  Committee, 9:30 a.m., Stated Council at 12:00, and I

          9  thank all my colleagues for their patience and their

         10  support during this process. I know it's been a long

         11  evening. Thank you, all, very much.

         12                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Seeing nobody

         13  else, this meeting is now in recess.

         14                 (Hearing recessed at 9:30 p.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )
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          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.
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         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 22nd day of June 2004.
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