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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Council Members,

          3  kindly take your seats.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: At this time

          5  we will begin the Recessed Meeting of May 26th, I

          6  would ask the Clerk to please call the roll.

          7                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Abel.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Berman.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Boyland.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Carrion.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Clarke.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Cruz.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Dear.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: DiBrienza.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Dilan.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Eisland.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Eldridge.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Eristoff.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ERISTOFF: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Espada.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Fiala.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Fisher.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Foster.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Freed.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Golden.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Harrison.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Henry.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Koslowitz.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Lasher.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Leffler.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Linares.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Lopez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Marshall.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: McCaffrey.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Michels.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Miller.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Nelson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Oddo.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:

         21                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: O'Donovan.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Perkins.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Pinkett.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Povman.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Provenzano.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Quinn.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Reed.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Rivera.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Robinson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Robles.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Rodriguez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Sabini.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Spigner.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Stabile.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Warden.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Watkins.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: White.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Wooten.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Ognibene.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Speaker Mr.

         12  Vallone.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Here.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Okay, a quorum

         15  is counted and present.

         16                 For purposes of the Stated Meeting, I

         17  would ask everyone at this point to please rise for

         18  the Invocation by our colleague and Reverend,

         19  Wendall Foster.

         20                 REVEREND FOSTER: Let us pray.

         21                 For this day we praise Thy name, for

         22  this opportunity to serve Thee by serving Thy people

         23  who lift Thy name up.

         24                 Bless now this Council and those

         25  individuals we represent, bless this, your City, as
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          2  we go about doing which will please Thee and enable

          3  and power Thy people to live the more abundant life.

          4                 These and all other blessings we ask

          5  in your name. Amen.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Please be

          7  seated. Thank you, Wendell Foster.

          8                 To spread the invocation in full upon

          9  the record, I call on Council Member Freed.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Thank you. I

         11  move to spread the Invocation in full on the record.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered.

         13  Thank you, Council Member Freed.

         14                 For the adoption of the minutes of

         15  Wednesday, April 14th, 1999, Council Member Warden.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Thank you very

         17  much. And I move that the Stated Meeting of

         18  Wednesday, April 14th, be adopted and printed.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered.

         20                 Thank you, Council Member Warden.

         21                 Any Messages and Papers from the

         22  Mayor?

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER STARK: M-588.

         24                 Communication from the Mayor - Jean

         25  Parker Phifer, member of the Art Commission.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Rules, Privileges

          3  and Elections.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-589.

          5  Communication from the Mayor. Senate and Assembly

          6  bills, in relation to refunding of bonds.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: State and Federal

          8  Legislation.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-590.

         10  Communication from the Mayor. Senate and Assembly

         11  bills, in relation to certain taxes.

         12                 SPEAKER VALLONE: State and Federal

         13  Legislation.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Communication

         15  from City, County and Borough Offices.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-591.

         17  Communication from the Bronx Borough President.

         18  Triple no procedure on ULURP, application number

         19  990237 PSX.

         20                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Received, ordered,

         21  printed and filed.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-592.

         23  Communication from the Taxi and Limousine

         24  Commission, base station license for Gold Class

         25  Radio Dispatcher.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Transportation.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-593.

          4  Communication from the Taxi and Limousine

          5  Commission, base station license renewal, TJ Car

          6  Service, Inc.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Transportation.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-594.

          9  Communication from OMB. Transfer of funds between

         10  various agencies, MN-8.

         11                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Finance.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-595.

         13  Communication from OMB. Revenue MN-9.

         14                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Finance.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Petitions and

         16  communications.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: None, sir.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Land Use

         19  Call-Ups.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-596. By

         21  Council Member Eisland. Pursuant to rules of the

         22  Council and the Charter. ULURP 990237 PSX, subject

         23  to Council review.

         24                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on a Call-Up

         25  vote.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-597. By the

          3  Chair of the Land Use Committee, Council Member

          4  Eisland. ULURP 990218 ZSK. Subject to Council

          5  review.

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-598. By

          8  Council Member Freed. ULURP 990240 ZSM, subject to

          9  Council review.

         10                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-599. By

         12  Council Member Lopez. ULURP 990395 HDM, subject to

         13  Council review.

         14                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-600. By

         16  Council Member McCaffrey. ULURP 980141 ZSQ, subject

         17  to Council review.

         18                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-601. By

         20  Council Member Oddo. ULURP 990041 PPR, subject to

         21  Council review.

         22                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         23                 At this time I would call for a roll

         24  call on the coupled Land Use items only. Would the

         25  Clerk please call the roll.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Abel.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Boyland.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Carrion.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Clarke.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dear.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR:

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: DiBrienza.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dilan.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eisland.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eldridge.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eristoff.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ERISTOFF: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Espada.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fiala.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fisher.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Foster.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Freed.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Golden.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Harrison.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: Yes, sir.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Henry.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Koslowitz.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lasher.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Leffler.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Linares.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lopez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Marshall.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: McCAFFREY.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Miller.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY:  Nelson.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Oddo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: O'Donovan.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Perkins.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Pinkett.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Povman.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Provenzano.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Quinn.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reed.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rivera.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robinson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robles.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rodriguez.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Sabini.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Stabile.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Warden.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Watkins.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: White.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Wooten.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Perkins.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rodriguez.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Ognibene.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Perkins.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Speaker, Mr.

         14  Vallone.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Aye.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: By a vote of

         17  48 in the affirmative, nothing in the negative,

         18  adopted and referred to the Committee on Land Use.

         19                 At this time is there a communication

         20  from the Speaker?

         21                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Yes, there is. We

         22  have two major matters on today, the Year 2000

         23  budget and the rail link. I will speak a few minutes

         24  with Council Member Berman on my time on the budget,

         25  Council Members Eisland and Sabini will speak on the
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          2  rail link and then we will go on to our regular

          3  order.

          4                 Concerning the budget, my colleagues,

          5  you apparently have done it again. We not have met

          6  our legal obligation to pass a fiscally sound,

          7  balanced budget, but we did it on time. We have

          8  proven again that this can and should be done. We

          9  have demonstrated that if you work together and stay

         10  focused on the needs of the people, we can offer a

         11  financial plan that both sides of the hall will

         12  agree on. The result this year is that we have

         13  created the 21st century budget for all of the

         14  people of this City, a budget that is focused on the

         15  people's priorities, a budget that takes us

         16  responsibly into the 21st century.

         17                 This budget puts the accents on the

         18  two big Es, education and the elderly, our children

         19  and our senior citizens. Can you think of any two

         20  groups that are more precious or more important? The

         21  next generation and the greatest generation.

         22                 We have to take responsibility for

         23  educating our children so they can be prepared for

         24  college and the workplace. No more pointing fingers,

         25  it is everyone's responsibility. So this year we are

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            19

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  putting $5.5 million into New York City Teach, to

          3  encourage gifted teachers to serve in the New York

          4  City Public School System.

          5                 We are also putting $80 million into

          6  the Board of Ed's capital plan, that mysterious $80

          7  million, to fund critically needed science and

          8  computer labs. Talk about a catch-22, students can't

          9  learn without these labs, but are expected to pass

         10  tests and courses that utilize them.

         11                 We put funding into summer reading

         12  programs in our public libraries. We put money into

         13  after school programs to meet the realities of our

         14  working parents, and we put three and a half million

         15  dollars into providing teachers with professional

         16  work stations, giving them access to Internet,

         17  telephone and fax.

         18                 And the education initiative that I

         19  am most proud of that we worked so hard on, is this

         20  Council's two teacher, in a classroom kindergarten

         21  initiative. That is where the first real learning in

         22  formal school begins.

         23                 This program will reduce class size,

         24  and increase the amount of individualized attention

         25  our children receive in kindergarten and first
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          2  grade.

          3                 And concerning the second big E, the

          4  elderly, the budget that we are passing today will

          5  become the national monitor, and model, for

          6  comprehensive senior care. This budget puts over $16

          7  million into this budget to develop and fund full

          8  service Naturally Occurring Retirement Communities,

          9  or so-called NORCs.

         10                 We also put in funding for new senior

         11  citizen centers across the City. This Council has

         12  responded with passion and care by providing

         13  millions of dollars to continue to enhance the

         14  Meals-On-Wheels Program, provide additional funding

         15  for home care providers, and protect seniors from

         16  elder abuse.

         17                 And as far as our tax policies are

         18  concerned, I am, as I know you all are, disappointed

         19  that we could not offer a more comprehensive tax

         20  reduction package, so that our businesses and our

         21  residences could benefit.

         22                 But although we were a day early, we

         23  were a few hundred million dollars short this year,

         24  a hostile act by our brethren in Albany left us with

         25  a revenue hole we could not yet fill. Hopefully the
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          2  judicial branch will remedy this ill-conceived act.

          3                 But I am proud of this body for

          4  offering a tax cut for working people, a tax cut for

          5  co-op and condominium owners and a tax cut for

          6  consumers. And when we win our court fight to take

          7  back our commuter tax, then we will be able to offer

          8  tax cuts the way we originally planned for everyone.

          9                 To finish on the budget aspect of it,

         10  now we will hear from Council Finance Chair, Herb

         11  Berman.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Thank you, Mr.

         13  Speaker, Mr. Public Advocate, my colleagues.

         14                 What made this year different from

         15  years past is that this year we were almost through

         16  with our negotiations when we were forced to start

         17  all over again and that happened just a few short

         18  weeks ago. But thanks to an awful lot of hard work

         19  and long hours, we were able to make this happen.

         20                 I would like to take a moment to

         21  thank all of the people who made this budget process

         22  so successful. Usually we do this on the roll call,

         23  but because there are so many items today that may

         24  otherwise take up time, we decided to do it now.

         25                 First of all, the Speaker himself,
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          2  who gave all of us, each and every one of us,

          3  incredible leeway to be creative, to be original,

          4  gave us the time and ability to be able to debate

          5  these items so that we can formulate and calculate

          6  and put together a budget that is extraordinary.

          7                 In his office, Bruce Bender, Chief of

          8  Staff, who for the second year in a row has done an

          9  outstanding job; Gary Altman and Ray Martinez.

         10                 In the Capital section, we have Amy

         11  Klein, Jeff Rotis, John Rosenberg, Paul Nolan, Andre

         12  Lang, Melissa O'Brien, Angela Guillermo and Matt

         13  Hicky.

         14                 In the Expense side, we have Tom

         15  McMahon, Haeda Mihaltses, Frank Tramontano, a/k/a

         16  Cheech, Larian Angelo, Peter Bruno, Karen Meara,

         17  Kurt Richwerger, Mark Young, and Stacey Emanuel.

         18                 More than anything else, we set an

         19  example -- oh, I am sorry, I have more. My apologies

         20  to everybody.

         21                 In the Legal Division, Rich Weinberg

         22  and Gil Valdez. The negotiating team, and I want

         23  everybody to fully appreciate the work that this

         24  negotiating team did, because early in the morning,

         25  before we all got together as an assembled group, we
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          2  would meet and we would have to laboriously go over

          3  everything so that when presented to the members, it

          4  had the input from each and every borough and each

          5  and every segment of the community of the City

          6  Council. And they are, in addition to the Speaker

          7  and myself, Victor Robles, Priscilla Wooten, Archie

          8  Spigner, Morty Povman, Bill Perkins, Stan Michels,

          9  June Eisland, Wendell Foster, Joe Rivera, Jay

         10  O'Donovan and Tom Ognibene.

         11                 And I want to stress the fact that

         12  these people intelligently, diligently and

         13  vigorously and painstakingly went over every aspect

         14  of the budget that is now before you, and they

         15  deserve your appreciation, they deserve your

         16  applause.

         17                 Just finally, the budget would not

         18  have been adopted had it not been for the

         19  cooperation from the other side of the hall, and in

         20  that connection I want to thank Stu Kline, Bob

         21  Harding, Joe Lhota and Paul Timus.

         22                 More than anything else, we set an

         23  example as to how a legislator and the Chief

         24  Executive can work together to adopt the budget on

         25  time. This budget is an exercise in fiscal
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          2  responsibility. It promotes education, increases

          3  care and services for our elderly, and enhances

          4  support for our libraries and our cultural

          5  institutions.

          6                 This budget represents this Council's

          7  priority and ensures that we will start the new

          8  millennium on solid, economic footing.

          9                 And, again, finally, in all of the

         10  years that I have been in this Council, this was the

         11  most productive budget that I have seen and was

         12  accomplished with an incredible amount of

         13  cooperation at work by each and every one of you and

         14  you ought to be commended. And thank you.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you, Mr.

         16  Chair.

         17                 Concerning the JFK rail link, Council

         18  Member June Eisland, Chair of the Committee.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Thank you,

         20  Mr. Speaker.

         21                 In this application we are asked to

         22  approve the disposition of City-owned land to the

         23  Port Authority for the use in constructing and

         24  operating a light rail system.

         25                 While there may be some unanswered
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          2  questions about the operation of the proposed

          3  system, I believe that on balance the proposal has

          4  more going for it than not.

          5                 We heard from a total of 72 witnesses

          6  at a very lengthy hearing, and at this point I want

          7  to thank the Subcommittee Chair, John Sabini, for

          8  conducting what I thought was an extraordinarily

          9  fair and inclusive hearing. Forty-two people were in

         10  favor, and 30 were in opposition. The majority of

         11  those who opposed were home-owners that live close

         12  to the Van Wyck, and the Council took into

         13  consideration their concerns and built in we believe

         14  to the project many protections. One is the fact

         15  that there will be an insurance policy that the Port

         16  Authority is providing. There will be a constant

         17  monitoring of construction when it begins. Sam

         18  Schwartz has been hired to do the traffic

         19  mitigation, not only on the Van Wyck when it is

         20  under construction, but most particularly within the

         21  community that will be impacted. There will be

         22  special care provided for the movement of emergency

         23  vehicles such as fire, EMS, and police, during

         24  construction, and particularly making sure that

         25  Jamaica Hospital which is on the other side of the
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          2  Van Wyck will be easily and quickly accessible.

          3                 The people that were in favor of this

          4  project were a very broad array of New Yorkers, from

          5  Transit workers, labor unions, community boards,

          6  civic and community organizations and airport

          7  workers as well.

          8                 Although the operational aspects of

          9  the project do not require our approval, I am very

         10  pleased that the Port Authority has responded to our

         11  concerns and the Council built in a number of

         12  improvements that we believe will enhance the

         13  service.

         14                 First we are going to see to it that

         15  a baggage check-in system is established at the

         16  Jamaica station. We have required that a people

         17  mover be installed. We have required that the

         18  elevators that had been proposed will be wider so

         19  that luggage carts for people who choose not to

         20  check their luggage will be able to be accommodated,

         21  and there will be a continuing commitment by the

         22  Port Authority, which we insisted upon to come up

         23  with the technology to ultimately create the

         24  one-seat ride between our airport and Manhattan.

         25                 All of these things taken into
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          2  account and considering that we are going into the

          3  new millennium and New York, unfortunately,

          4  particularly JFK, has been rated as one of the

          5  poorest airports to travel to from Midtown

          6  Manhattan, when you take in these concerns, and the

          7  concerns of the people living in all the boroughs,

          8  as well as tourists and as well as business people,

          9  I believe that we have improved this project greatly

         10  and I recommend a vote in favor of this disposition.

         11                 I would also like to thank the staff

         12  of Land Use, Gail Benjamin, Chris Collins,

         13  Carol Schein, for a great deal of effort and work

         14  with us, and say thank you to all of the members.

         15                 We had several trips out to

         16  Queens to the site and around following the route

         17  that would be taken by people, there was more

         18  interest thank I can remember in my term as the

         19  Chair of the Land Use Committee for on-site visits

         20  and questions and concerns, so I want to compliment

         21  the Council as a body, in addition to the Land Use

         22  Committee, because I think there was a lot of

         23  diligence put into this very tough question.

         24                 At this point I recommend a vote in

         25  favor of the disposition once again.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you.

          4                 Council Member Sabini.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Thank you, Mr.

          6  Speaker, Mr. Public Advocate, further expounding on

          7  Land Use 447, 448 and the companion resolutions 862

          8  and 863, we have a problem, we all agree on it. The

          9  problem is New York's airports are notoriously in

         10  accessible. In fact, an international organization

         11  that rates these types of things rated Kennedy the

         12  worst accessible airport from the central business

         13  district of anywhere in the world. So we know what

         14  the problem is.

         15                 We are confronted now with the

         16  possible solution. Is it the best solution? Probably

         17  not. I haven't seen too many perfect solutions in my

         18  years in government. But it is a better thing to

         19  have than not to have. Why is that? Some people

         20  characterize this train as a train to nowhere.

         21  Jamaica is hardly nowhere.

         22                 Anyone who commutes on the Long

         23  Island Railroad at some point or another goes

         24  through Jamaica, except if you are coming from Ft.

         25  Washington. Jamaica also has three subway lines that
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          2  pass through it, and it is the beginning of the Van

          3  Wyck Expressway, which is the biggest bottleneck in

          4  getting to Kennedy Airport.

          5                 If we don't build this train, then

          6  the people who say we need a one-seat ride will be

          7  saying that in the Year 2010 and in the Year 2020

          8  and probably in the Year 2030. There have been about

          9  five different airport access proposals that have

         10  come down the pike in the last half of this century.

         11  We are at the close of this century now, unless we

         12  say no to this one, we will be well into the next

         13  century before we see any airport access

         14  improvements, in terms of mass transit.

         15                 The Port Authority has designed

         16  Newark so well that they are leaving our airports in

         17  the dust, and while some who complain about the

         18  airport noise may like our airports to remain in the

         19  dust, the fact of the matter is, that airports in

         20  Queens County, while sometimes a nuisance, are also

         21  an economic engine, and an engine we need to keep

         22  the economy of Queens and in fact, the viability of

         23  the whole City moving.

         24                 So, it is not the best proposal we

         25  have ever seen, but it is a proposal that is going

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            30

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  to work.

          3                 With the Speaker's cooperation, and

          4  insistence and the members of the Committees

          5  question, we have gotten some improvements, as

          6  Chairwoman Eisland said, that will be in effect

          7  schlep mitigation improvements, they will make it

          8  more user-friendly. There will be a people mover to

          9  go from the subway right to the air train. There

         10  will be larger elevators so you won't be cramped

         11  with your luggage. There will be the opportunity by

         12  some airlines, if they are smart, to allow check-in

         13  at Jamaica, so you won't have to take your bags the

         14  whole length of the trip, and those are things that

         15  consumers and riders we think want.

         16                 So, it's not a perfect project, but

         17  perhaps the most telling aspects of this project are

         18  the following:

         19                 Most of this project, the lion's

         20  share of this project is being paid for with money

         21  that the federal government takes out of every

         22  airline ticket, a surcharge that we pay, $3.00 each

         23  if you fly, that is used for airport improvements.

         24                 Now, there is litigation pending that

         25  says that they can't use this off-airport, except
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          2  for airport access. In fact, in a couple of cases

          3  the Air Transport Association is sued over airport

          4  access because they don't want to use this money off

          5  airport.

          6                 If we had a multi-stopped train that

          7  went from Manhattan to the airport, we couldn't pay

          8  for it with this money, and this money would be

          9  dedicated to runway improvement, and baggage

         10  handling improvement, stuff that may be necessary

         11  but doesn't improve airport access.

         12                 The rest of the money that is being

         13  used for this project is from the Port Authority.

         14  And those of us that have studied the Port Authority

         15  know that they don't like to spend a lot of money in

         16  New York, they tend to spend it across the river in

         17  New Jersey. So, not a nickel of this is coming out

         18  of the City coffers.

         19                 And last is the fact that we

         20  solicited at every level, from the neighborhood on

         21  up, input.

         22                 Our Subcommittee had almost 75

         23  witnesses, the majority of whom were in favor of

         24  this project.

         25                 The three community boards were
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          2  affected, unanimously supported this project. The

          3  Borough President supports this project. The Council

          4  Members involved support this project. The City

          5  Planning Commission voted overwhelmingly to support

          6  the project.

          7                 This is a case of something being

          8  better than nothing, and we are living in a

          9  fast-paced world. The technology is getting better,

         10  and the litigation on airport access is getting

         11  better for us.

         12                 While this is being built, we think

         13  that at some point down the line this will lead to a

         14  one-seat ride. But if we don't start now the journey

         15  will never be completed in our lifetime.

         16                 I want to thank the members of the

         17  Land Use staff and the members of my subcommittee

         18  who worked on this, our director, Gail Benjamin,

         19  Chris Collins, our Counsel, Carol Schein and all of

         20  the members of the Land Use staff, Chairwoman

         21  Eisland for her support. We worked pretty hard on

         22  this, along with Council Member White, who has the

         23  lion's share of this going through his district,

         24  Council Member Watkins, Council Member Stabile,

         25  Council Member Spigner. I think that on balance, and
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          2  everything we do here is on balance, on balance a

          3  yes vote really should be the order of the day. This

          4  will bring us closer to what we want and it will

          5  make New Yorkers' lives just a little bit better.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you very much.

          8  And I think that is just a good example of no matter

          9  how difficult the issue, it is in the City's best

         10  interest to have public hearings, days of hearings

         11  in both cases, let everybody have an opportunity to

         12  express themselves and to do what is right for the

         13  City, not what is necessarily popular, but what is

         14  right for the City to do for the long term as we get

         15  into the next century.

         16                 May we continue with the agenda,

         17  please.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: We will now

         19  move to Discussion of General Orders, to discuss

         20  either or both of the two items to be voted on

         21  today, and I will try to let people know when it is

         22  ten seconds before the two minutes, since some of

         23  you may have a lot to say.

         24                 Would anyone seek to be recognized.

         25                 Councilwoman Harrison, please.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: Recognized

          3  for discussion on either one of the items we are

          4  going to be talking about?

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Anything on

          6  the agenda today. This is Discussion of General

          7  Orders.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: Thank you.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Would anyone

         10  seek to be recognized?

         11                 Council Member DiBrienza has sought

         12  to be recognized.

         13                 Council Member Lasher and then

         14  DiBrienza, if you choose to speak.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Okay, thank

         16  you.

         17                 The reason that I am up and speaking

         18  today is about a gentleman who was synonymous with

         19  the bandshell, and with the cultural aspects that

         20  affected our area down by the ocean and by the

         21  boardwalks, and I think that there are many people

         22  here who have come to the concerts in Seaside Park

         23  and who have enjoyed them thoroughly. One of the

         24  main reasons that the Park is now being renovated

         25  and redone is due to the efforts of Sidney Jonas,
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          2  who is being introduced to this Council under Intro.

          3  530, and I hope that this Council will move to name

          4  the bandshell after Sidney Jonas, and call it the

          5  Sydney Jonas Memorial Park. And I thank you for that

          6  time, and hopefully your vote will be taken on that.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Council Member

          8  DiBrienza.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Thank you,

         10  Mr. Public Advocate.

         11                 One of the greatest challenges we

         12  face in New York City is investing in and improving

         13  our transportation infrastructure. As part of this

         14  effort, creating an effective and convenient mode of

         15  traveling to and from our airports is a top

         16  priority.

         17                 However, I don't believe the proposal

         18  before us, with no reflection on the fine and

         19  wonderful work of both the Subcommittee and the full

         20  Land Use Committee, but rather the originators of

         21  the proposal, is a cost effective or a specially

         22  convenient option for moving people to and from JFK.

         23                 Now, there are $900 million worth of

         24  projects mixed in this overall three-part project -

         25  the Howard Beach Station, the Airport Terminal
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          2  Connector. I support those projects. I understand

          3  there is unanimous support for those components. It

          4  seems to me it would have been better presented as

          5  three separate votes.

          6                 But the Van Wyck portion of the

          7  project, from everything I have read, starting with

          8  the train to the plain or money down the drain or

          9  the parts of the hearing I observed and the material

         10  that was provided ad nauseam by either side and all

         11  of their lobbyists, seems to me that the Van Wyck

         12  portion does not live up to the expectations that we

         13  should have for a project that will take us into the

         14  next century.

         15                 When you consider the fact that it

         16  will cost more than $20 per rider per trip to build

         17  the rail link, it seems clear that we should and

         18  could do better. To spend $600 million while

         19  disrupting those local neighborhoods, while not

         20  listening to those local neighborhoods, creating

         21  unthinkable traffic tie-ups on the Van Wyck for some

         22  two and a half years, in order to build was is not

         23  even a one-seat ride to the airport is not the kind

         24  of public investment that should bring us into the

         25  next century.
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          2                 Now, folks who have spoken out

          3  against this portion --

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Ten seconds.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: -- Whether

          6  they are colleagues or members, somehow it has been

          7  suggested that they don't understand the value of

          8  all of the jobs that will be created.

          9                 Let me tell you I understand the

         10  value of those jobs, there are some 900 million of

         11  them in part one and two, and that $600 million, I

         12  don't suggest we put it on a shelf and let it gather

         13  dust, I suggest we use it to create more

         14  opportunities in and around the airport, which

         15  simply relates to the nature of this project. And

         16  the same number of people, or perhaps more, I

         17  understand, can be put to work but other airport

         18  investments.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Time has

         20  expired.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Finally --

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: You would like

         23  to continue?

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: I would ask

         25  your indulgence, just for a minute.
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          2                 To approve the spending of $600

          3  million in such a major infrastructure investment,

          4  the project should be more, and I have read this

          5  repeatedly, a step in the right direction, end

          6  quote, should be a convenient and effective means of

          7  bringing people to and from the City on a one-seat

          8  ride, so that traffic is diminished and people can

          9  move comfortably in a time-saving manner to the

         10  airport. Anyway, reasonable people can differ about

         11  this. I wish I could vote yes, because the

         12  two-thirds of this three-part project I am fully in

         13  support of. I don't understand why support cannot

         14  come to my colleagues who spent hour upon hour, day

         15  upon day traveling, making sense out of this

         16  essentially flawed proposal, or making more sense

         17  out of it, why that is what they had to be handed

         18  over -- why that had to be handed over to them to

         19  begin with.

         20                 And so, since we are not allowed to

         21  divide the question, I wanted to speak against that

         22  one portion which translates unfortunately to a no

         23  vote.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,
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          2  Council Member DiBrienza.

          3                 Would anyone else seek to be

          4  recognized?

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: Yes, I

          6  would.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Council Member

          8  Spigner, and Council Member Harrison.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Thank you,

         10  Mr. Public Advocate and Mr. Speaker.

         11                 In my lifetime, and I think in others

         12  as well, and I have been here for quite awhile,

         13  there is no major public work project undertaken by

         14  a municipality that has not been the topic of major

         15  controversy and discussion and the air link is no

         16  different.

         17                 However, I clearly know that if there

         18  is no vision, if you are not able to see beyond the

         19  immediate, Biblicly it says the people perish.

         20                 We don't want Jamaica to perish, we

         21  don't want the JFK Airport to perish, we don't want

         22  New York City to perish. This is a project that has

         23  stood up under objective scrutiny from side to side

         24  and from every perspective and it does, in my

         25  opinion, represent good sound public policy.
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          2                 As it relates to the budget, I want

          3  to commend all involved, particularly the Speaker

          4  and the Chair, Herbert Berman, for the manner in

          5  which they approached this very difficult task.

          6                 Every effort was made to present our

          7  members with numerous opportunities to understand

          8  clearly and have an impact on the final project.

          9  This is the document, budget not only representing

         10  the consensus with the Mayor, but I believe all of

         11  the members of this Council feel that they had every

         12  opportunity to express their priorities, to express

         13  their concerns, and to reflect what would best be in

         14  the interest of their constituents.

         15                 So, on balance both these topics,

         16  both of these votes deserve a resounding aye.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         19  Council Member Spigner.

         20                 Council Member Harrison.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: Thank you.

         22                 I have a statement about the air

         23  train project, which has been identified as the

         24  "train to the plane", but in truth, it will be the

         25  air train to Jamaica.
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          2                 It has been reportedly scheduled to

          3  take five years to complete, yet Marc Shaw, speaking

          4  for the MTA, estimated in public hearings last week

          5  that it will take between 15 and 30 years, I heard

          6  him say those words.

          7                 This morning's Newsday editorial

          8  says, "It could be 20 years or more before JFK

          9  passengers get direct rail access to Manhattan." The

         10  Port Authority is to finance the project with $300

         11  million of its own funds, and $1.2 billion from the

         12  $3.00 passenger facility charge.

         13                 What happens to the air train and to

         14  its financing when the Mayor effectively terminates

         15  New York City's relationship with the PA? Because we

         16  all know that Giuliani is complaining about the PA

         17  using our airport money for Newark. Will our money

         18  for the train flow down the same rein that has

         19  already created tunnels to nowhere at JFK, and there

         20  are such tunnels.

         21                 The unions talk about jobs from the

         22  Light Rail System. Hasn't anyone told them that the

         23  Port Authority has already identified projects at

         24  JFK, which include more than 100 capital improvement

         25  valued in excess of $2.4 billion?
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          2                 According to our own Council report,

          3  "Delaying these projects will inhibit the long-term

          4  airport development at JFK." There is plenty of work

          5  for the construction workers without wasting our

          6  communities and our money with this flawed expensive

          7  boondoggle.

          8                 Paul Crotty wrote to the FAA on April

          9  28, '97 and he said, "Approval of the PA's

         10  application will not only result in a rail system

         11  that does not provide a significant benefit to the

         12  City's residents, tourists and business travelers,

         13  but will drain hundreds of millions of City dollars

         14  and drive airlines to other airports. The City will

         15  then be left without meaningful public

         16  transportation to the airports and will suffer

         17  massive financial losses while the court passes its

         18  construction costs off to the City and to the

         19  airlines.

         20                 I want to know who is benefitting

         21  from this deal? It certainly is not the people of

         22  the City of New York. I vote no on this item. I will

         23  vote no on this item.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,
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          2  Council Member Harrison.

          3                 Would anyone else seek to speak?

          4                 Seeing no one, let us continue with a

          5  report of special committees.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: None, sir.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Report of

          8  standing committees.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Reports of the

         10  Committee on Economic Development.

         11                 Intro. 516. A local law in relation

         12  to the boundaries of the Southwest Brooklyn economic

         13  development zone.

         14                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on general

         15  order.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Report to the

         17  Committee on Finance.

         18                 M-542 and companion resolutions 837

         19  and 838, in relation to adopting the Expense Revenue

         20  budget and contract budget.

         21                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-544 and

         23  companion resolution 839 and 840, communication from

         24  the Mayor in respect to adopting the Executive

         25  Capital Budget.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-588. And

          4  companion resolution 841. Setting forth certificate

          5  of death.

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-548 and

          8  companion resolution 842. Community development

          9  program budget.

         10                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK:  M-602 and

         12  companion resolution 843. Preconsidered, fixing the

         13  tax rate.

         14                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Intro. 563.

         16  Preconsidered. A local law in relation to the sale

         17  of the tobacco settlement monies.

         18                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: And a message of

         20  necessity is at the desk.

         21                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-578 and

         23  resolution 844. Discount rate. Real estate taxes.

         24                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-579 and
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          2  resolution 845. Interest rate for nonpayment of real

          3  estate taxes.

          4                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-580 and

          6  companion resolution 846. Interest rate for

          7  nonpayment of real property taxes.

          8                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-581. And

         10  resolution 847. Interest rate for nonpayment of

         11  water and sewer rents.

         12                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-594, and

         14  companion resolution 848. Preconsidered

         15  communication from OMB, transfer of funds between

         16  various City agencies.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-595 and

         19  companion resolution 849. Preconsidered

         20  communication from OMB, new revenues.

         21                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Resolution 828.

         23  Preconsidered. Authorizing a permanent sale and

         24  compensating use tax on clothing and footwear.

         25                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Resolution 829.

          3  Preconsidered computing a certified base percentage

          4  of the state real properties taxes.

          5                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Resolution 830.

          7  Preconsidered. Computing and certifying adjusted

          8  base proportions for each property class.

          9                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 408 and

         11  companion resolution 850. UDAAP 19995375 HAX, 450-52

         12  East 165th Street, Bronx.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: This, together with

         14  the next three UDAAPs on this page, 412, 413 and

         15  460, all coupled on general order.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Reports of the

         17  Committee on Land Use.

         18                 LU 321 and companion resolution 854.

         19  ULURP C990220 HAK, 101 Maspeth Avenue, Brooklyn.

         20                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 362 and

         22  companion resolution 855. ULURP C990379 HAM, 535-541

         23  East Fifth Street, Manhattan.

         24                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled;.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 383 and
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          2  companion resolution 856. UDAAP 19995345 HAX, St.

          3  Anns Avenue Cluster, Bronx.

          4                 SPEAKER VALLONE: This together with

          5  the next UDAAP, 391, coupled.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 400 and

          7  companion resolution 858. Zoning resolution N

          8  9901178 ZRY, floor areas.

          9                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 408. UDAAP

         11  19995375 HAX, 450-52 East 165th Street, Bronx.

         12                 SPEAKER VALLONE: This is approved and

         13  referred to Finance, pursuant to Rule 6.50.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 412.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: That, together with

         16  LU 412 and 413, all approved and referred to

         17  Finance, pursuant to 6.50.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 419 and

         19  companion resolution 859. UDAAP 19995399 HAK, 126

         20  Cambridge Place, Brooklyn.

         21                 SPEAKER VALLONE: This, together with

         22  LU 422, the next one, is coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 439-A and

         24  companion resolution 861. ULURP C970218 PQQ,

         25  modified City-owned property at 72-11 Amstel
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          2  Boulevard, Queens.

          3                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 445 and

          5  companion resolution 862, Landmark preservation

          6  designation, 41 Park Row, Manhattan.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 447 and

          9  companion resolution 863. ULURP C990117 PQQ, real

         10  property, Queens.

         11                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 448 and

         13  companion resolution 864. ULURP C990118 PPQ,

         14  City-owned property, Queens.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 450. ULURP

         17  C990095 PPK, City-owned properties, Brooklyn.

         18                 SPEAKER VALLONE: This is approved

         19  with modifications and referred to City Planning

         20  pursuant to 11.20(b) of our Rules, and 197-(d) of

         21  the Charter.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 451 and

         23  companion resolution 865. 199951294 TCM, sidewalk

         24  cafe, 119 Seventh Avenue, Manhattan.

         25                 SPEAKER VALLONE: This together with
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          2  the next UDAAP, LU 460, coupled on general order.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Reports of the

          4  Committee on Parks, Recreation, Cultural Affairs and

          5  International Intergroup Relations.

          6                 Intro. 360. A local law, Lou Lodati

          7  Playground, Queens.

          8                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Intro. 476. A

         10  local law, Jerry Driscoll Walk, Manhattan.

         11                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Intro. 507. A

         13  local law, Lieutenant John Petrosino Park, Brooklyn.

         14                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Intro. 526. A

         16  local law, Peace Officers Memorial Lane, Bronx.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Intro. 530. A

         19  local law. Sidney Jonas Bandshell, Brooklyn.

         20                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Reports of the

         22  Committee on State and Federal Legislation.

         23                 SLR 28. Senate and Assembly bills,

         24  police superior officers variable supplement funds.

         25                 SPEAKER VALLONE: To be filed.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: SLR 64. Senate

          3  and assembly bills. New York's retirement system,

          4  Education.

          5                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: SLR 65. Senate

          7  and senate bill. New York City's employees

          8  retirement system.

          9                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: SLR 79. A senate

         11  bill. Jerome Park Reservoir, Bronx.

         12                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: SLR 103. Senate

         14  and assembly bills on excavation workers.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: SLR 107. Senate

         17  and assembly bill, District Attorneys Office

         18  investigators.

         19                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: SLR 109. Senate

         21  and assembly bill, district attorneys' office

         22  investigators.

         23                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: SLR 113. Senate

         25  and assembly bill, in rem, Brooklyn.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: SLR 117. Senate

          4  and assembly bill. Police superior officers variable

          5  supplement funds.

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: SLR 120. In rem,

          8  Manhattan.

          9                 SPEAKER VALLONE: STARK: Coupled.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK:  SLR 124. Senate

         11  and assembly bill. Police and Fire Department,

         12  workers injured on performance of their duties.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: SLR 140.

         15  Preconsidered. Senate and assembly bills. Retirement

         16  for physically taxing programs.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-566.

         19  Communication from the Mayor. In relation to

         20  inspection and testing fees, senate and assembly

         21  bill.

         22                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-567.

         24  Communication from the Mayor, senate and assembly

         25  bill, forfeiture of vehicles for unstamped cigarette
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          2  transportation.

          3                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-569. Senate

          5  and assembly bill. Communication from the Mayor.

          6  Expiration dates of certain taxes.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-572, senate

          9  and assembly bill. Communication from the Mayor,

         10  Bank Street Bridge Park.

         11                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-574.

         13  Communication from the Mayor. Senate and assembly

         14  bill. St. Nicholas Park.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-575.

         17  Communication from the Mayor, senate and assembly

         18  bill, Riverside Park.

         19                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-576. Senate

         21  and assembly bill Wolfe's Pond Park, Staten Island.

         22                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-577.

         24  Communication from the Mayor. Senate and assembly

         25  bill. Northerleigh Park, Staten Island.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-589.

          4  Preconsidered. Communication from the Mayor. Senate

          5  and assembly bills. Projects financed by bonds.

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-590.

          8  Communication from the Mayor. Senate and assembly

          9  bills. Certain taxes.

         10                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: General order

         12  calendar.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Intro. 291-A. An

         14  amended local law in relation to family childcare

         15  services.

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Laid over again.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 438, and

         18  companion resolution 867. ULURP 980564 PQQ, 127-45

         19  34th Avenue, Queens.

         20                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Resolution

         22  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         23                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         24                 At this time I would ask for a roll

         25  call on the entire general couple order calendar.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Will the clerk

          3  please call the roll.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Abel.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Pass.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Pass.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Boyland.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Pass.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Carrion.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: May I please

         12  be excused to explain my vote?

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Thank you.

         15                 My colleagues, Mr. Speaker, Mr.

         16  Public Advocate, I want to draw your attention to

         17  three important items that we are voting on today,

         18  one is LU 447 and 448 and the companion resolutions

         19  regarding the creation of an air train. The other is

         20  SLR 79, designating Jerome Park Reservoir as a park.

         21  I think that is critically important for the County

         22  of the Bronx as we look to the issue of the water

         23  filtration plant, the Croton system water filtration

         24  plant, we hope that the Jerome Park Reservoir is

         25  taken off of that list and preserved as a park; and
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          2  finally, the budget.

          3                 With regard to the air train, I sit

          4  on the Subcommittee chaired by Council Member

          5  Sabini, and I congratulated him on his work, also

          6  the members of the Land Use Committee. We toiled

          7  over this for a very long time, and as Council

          8  Member Sabini said, nothing is perfect, but I

          9  encouraged the members to support this air train and

         10  I think that while it is one small step toward a

         11  one-set ride, the one thing that we got from the

         12  Port Authority, from the MTA and from the other

         13  interested parties, was that eventually that there

         14  is a commitment to a one-seat ride and that

         15  eventually we will get there and we will work very

         16  hard to get there.

         17                 I think this is a very important step

         18  that we need to take as a City.

         19                 With regard to the budget, I simply

         20  want to say that I think --

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Ten seconds.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: I want to

         23  congratulate the leadership, the negotiating team,

         24  all of the members, the level of communication that

         25  occurred in this body in this process was laudable
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          2  and I think that we have a sound budget that

          3  restores the funding that was cut out in the

          4  Executive Budget in Education and Health Care and

          5  all of the important areas of our City's life.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Time has

          7  expired.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: So, I vote

          9  aye on all of these items and I encourage my

         10  colleagues to do the same.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Clarke.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: May I be

         14  excused to explain my vote?

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you very

         17  much. At budget time we each stand up and be counted

         18  because this is the one time when all of us come

         19  together to say how we have done and what we have

         20  done to benefit the people of the City of New York.

         21                 I checked with my colleagues from

         22  Queens concerning air train, especially my

         23  colleague, Council Member White, through whose

         24  district the majority of this will impact and

         25  because so many of the home owners had spoken to me
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          2  and he is comfortable with it.

          3                 I spoke with my own chair of economic

          4  development, Jay O'Donovan, and he is comfortable

          5  with it, both voting for it, and so I as a member of

          6  both Committees now cast my lot to say I will vote

          7  for it.

          8                 But beyond that, let me thank Victor

          9  Robles who is chair of Health, for the significant

         10  work that he has done to restore some stability,

         11  both in HHC and accountability, but on my own part

         12  as Chair of Mental Health and because over the last

         13  two or three months every week there is something in

         14  the press concerning a person who has been mentally

         15  ill and who has fallen through the cracks and

         16  therefore has ended up in the criminal justice

         17  system because of an act that has been done because

         18  of mental illness, but because there was a criminal

         19  act is now in the criminal justice system. Let me

         20  thank my colleagues who have voted and who have

         21  restored and who have identified money in the

         22  budget, that will now give us some semblance of case

         23  management to protect those people who are mentally

         24  ill.

         25                 I want to thank especially Joan
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          2  Levitt and Dr. Canpoplar (phonetic) --

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Ten seconds.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Can I get ten

          5  more seconds, since you interrupted my ten seconds?

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Absolutely.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Okay, Joan

          8  Levitt, also Phil Superor (phonetic) from the

          9  voluntary mental health organizations, all of who

         10  came together with me, to take a look at the mental

         11  health system and to ask for dollars that will

         12  supplement and help the system. And so, I thank all

         13  of my colleagues who will vote for and identify with

         14  those who are mentally ill to protect them from all

         15  that can happen to them, and I vote aye on all of

         16  the items on today's budget and I am pleased that we

         17  have completed a budget, and good luck.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Dear.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: I just want to

         20  first of all thank the staff, of course Amy and

         21  Bruce and everybody else, and Haeda. I was remarking

         22  before the start of this meeting, I remember one

         23  time standing outside City Hall and being questioned

         24  how do you spell Giuliani, I asked the same question

         25  if they would ask Council members could you at least
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          2  pronounce Haeda's last name, whoever gets that right

          3  and spells it right, should get an extra few dollars

          4  in the budget as well.

          5                 But I wanted to thank the entire

          6  staff and I think a job well done, and I am glad

          7  that it is not 12:00 at night that they wore us

          8  down, but it is during the day, it is still daylight

          9  yet, and I hope we get out soon.

         10                 I vote yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: DiBrienza.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRRIENZA: May I be

         13  excused to explain my vote?

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: So ordered.

         16                 This is a wonderfully strong and

         17  dynamic budget, because we spoke to issues and we

         18  spoke to restorations and enhancements in areas that

         19  matter to New Yorkers throughout this City, the

         20  leadership of the Finance Committee from the very

         21  beginning of the hearing process through Prelim and

         22  then Exec was, you know, was right on target, the

         23  responses and the like moved this process in the

         24  early days which led this last leg of the process to

         25  work better, Councilman and Chair of the Committee,
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          2  of course Herb Berman, I thank you. To the Finance

          3  staff on the Exec side, Tom and Haeda and everyone,

          4  we got the material we needed and the information

          5  quickly with specific people being assigned to

          6  topics. As always, the Capital Budget is a terrific

          7  document for each of our districts individually and

          8  collectively for the City as a whole, and the

          9  Speaker has, as always, allowed chairs to watch over

         10  the areas of interest that affect their committee,

         11  in my case the Social Services, General Welfare

         12  Committee, these are areas, as you know, and

         13  agencies that are constantly under attack federally

         14  and the state and often on a city level. But we have

         15  done some good to protect children and families at

         16  risk to enhance preventive services and a whole list

         17  of other items I won't go through given the record

         18  time of day that it is, the time of evening, ten

         19  after five, rather than ten to one. But I do think

         20  that the process came together incredibly well and

         21  so I wanted to say that, and I wanted to

         22  congratulate the Speaker's Chief of Staff, Bruce

         23  Bender, who was a good friend to all of us. Because

         24  last year it was our own budget and it was easy

         25  maybe at the end of the day to say it had everything
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          2  in it we wanted. This year it is a negotiated budget

          3  and still we won the major battles of the day.

          4                 So, with that I vote aye on all

          5  coupled general orders, except no on LU 447 and Res

          6  863, and LU 448 and companion res 864.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dilan.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: I vote

          9  yes on all items, and I also would like to join my

         10  colleagues in thanking the staff for the work on the

         11  budget, both on the capital and expense side.

         12                 Thank you very much.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eisland.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: I would like

         15  to be excused to explain my vote, please.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Let me

         18  associate my thank yous with the Chairman of the

         19  Finance Committee, Herb Berman. As usual, the staff

         20  did an extraordinarily good job.

         21                 I must make mention of Amy and Haeda

         22  and Tom, and Bruce Bender and Gary and a whole host

         23  of other people that fortunately Chairman Berman

         24  mentioned. But I think that the Council did

         25  outstanding things in providing services in case
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          2  management in the social service areas, particularly

          3  to restorations, but more to enhancements for the

          4  culturals, the libraries, the things that make our

          5  City and our communities much more livable.

          6                 I want to say a special thank you to

          7  the Speaker, to Peter Vallone, because the things

          8  that the Council have been associated with for such

          9  a long time, again, the items that I have just

         10  mentioned, at the beginning of the process were not

         11  where they should be, and the Speaker I think has

         12  reflected the feelings of the Council, as far as

         13  making sure that those items were raised back to the

         14  level that they should be and enhanced wherever

         15  possible.

         16                 I also want to thank my colleagues on

         17  the negotiating team, and particularly thank you to

         18  the colleagues that I serve with from the Bronx. We

         19  had some issues that we pulled together on to make

         20  sure that our borough is there on the map and the

         21  working in camaraderie can only benefit the people

         22  of the Bronx and the people of the City of New York.

         23                 Thank you, and I vote aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eldridge.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Thank you.
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          2                 I would like to abstain on SLR 113

          3  and 120. I think the staff, the Finance staff is an

          4  excellent staff and performs the way they always do,

          5  and try to do their very best. So, I am not actually

          6  going to thank them but I am going to acknowledge

          7  that.

          8                 There are certain things in the

          9  budget that I am not happy with, but there are more

         10  things in the budget that I like. I wish we had not

         11  had any accelerated police class. I am glad we have

         12  no vouchers. I am glad that we are providing

         13  additional services and money for elderly, for child

         14  care, and for many that restored the culturals. I

         15  guess in the tradition that I started last year, I

         16  vote yes.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eristoff.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ERISTOFF: I request

         20  permission to explain my vote.

         21                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         22  Certainly, Council Member Eristoff.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ERISTOFF: As in prior

         24  years with respect to potential conflicts of

         25  interest, I would like to disclose that I am a
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          2  beneficiary of certain blind trusts and similar

          3  instruments which may hold securities issued by the

          4  City of New York or related entities. I have

          5  submitted written disclosure statements at the time

          6  of adoption in prior years and I would appreciate

          7  that the record of today's proceedings incorporate

          8  those statements by reference.

          9                 Secondly, I would like to add my

         10  thanks to the staff who worked so hard to bring this

         11  budget to fruition.

         12                 Third, I will vote aye on all coupled

         13  items, with the exception of, and do have your

         14  pencils ready, SLR 64, 65, 79, 107, 117, 124, and

         15  140.

         16                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         17  Continue the roll call.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ERISTOFF: Thank you.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Espada.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fiala.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: May I be

         23  excused to explain my vote?

         24                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         25  Certainly, Council Member Fiala.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Mr. Acting

          3  Public Advocate, I rise today to vote in favor of

          4  this budget, and I say that despite the untimely and

          5  ill-conceived actions of the State Legislature, this

          6  body has shown the entire nation that we can act

          7  responsibly, and I think that is a testament to the

          8  leadership of our great Mayor, our great Speaker,

          9  our great Finance Committee Chair, and of course our

         10  Finance Division staff, I thank them.

         11                 I said last year that I support

         12  budgets that are fiscally sound and socially

         13  responsible, and I think this budget is both those

         14  things.

         15                 I have enjoyed being part of the

         16  process, it has been open. We have had an

         17  opportunity to debate, we have had an opportunity to

         18  restore important initiatives such as library

         19  funding and some cultural institutions, and for that

         20  this final product is a better product.

         21                 I hope that when we win this court

         22  case with respect to the commuter tax, we will come

         23  back and implement the full menu of options that we

         24  had in our original plan with respect to tax cuts,

         25  particularly the sales tax cuts, the lifting of the
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          2  cap.

          3                 Again, I want to thank the Speaker

          4  and the Finance Chair and the Minority Leader, and

          5  the Finance Division staff. I vote aye on the

          6  budget. I vote aye on all general order calendar

          7  orders -- I never get that right.

          8                 I vote no on the following, M-602 and

          9  companion reso 843. No on SLR 124. No on

         10  preconsidered SLR 140 and aye on all others.

         11                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         12  Continue the roll call.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fisher.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: If I can be

         15  temporarily excused to briefly explain my vote, Mr.

         16  Acting Public Advocate.

         17                 First of all, for the record, members

         18  of my family believe in both doing good and doing

         19  well. My sister Alice is a trustee at some of the

         20  institutions that may be affected by our budget. My

         21  brother Andrew is an attorney who represents certain

         22  clients that may be affected by items on our agenda

         23  today. Neither one of them spoke to me about any of

         24  these items.

         25                 What is good about this budget I
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          2  think is that it clears the air, and there has been

          3  some talk as we wait for the pieces to fall into

          4  place about the lack of drama, the fact that we

          5  didn't have to meet in the middle of the night, some

          6  of the traditions that we had grown used to. But I

          7  think that if we are going to look forward, this is

          8  a very important budget, not so much for the values

          9  that it contains and the values that it contains are

         10  clear in terms of the commitment to young people in

         11  particular, but also in terms of the honesty of the

         12  process.

         13                 I think we can now be honest with New

         14  Yorkers and say we no longer have reliable partners

         15  in government up in Albany. I think we can be honest

         16  with New Yorkers when we say to them that policies

         17  that are set here in terms of taxes, and sharing

         18  burdens are done in this house with a full

         19  participation.

         20                 We held hearings over the course of

         21  the last year that had over 1,000 young people

         22  participate, talking to us about their priorities.

         23                 The notion of going into a room some

         24  place and all of a sudden wiping $300 million in

         25  taxes out with any discussion at all is so antypical
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          2  to the way we do our business here, regardless of

          3  whether one likes the particular outcomes on one

          4  item or another, this is a much more open process

          5  than the process up in Albany.

          6                 I think we also have to recognize we

          7  have in effect moved to a December fiscal year. This

          8  is really the June budget modification, because we

          9  haven't yet gotten the Mayor to recognize there is a

         10  value in being honest about the revenue projections.

         11  We know that there will be additional revenues to

         12  recognize in the fall and we will be back in the

         13  fall to deal with them as we did this time.

         14  Hopefully by that point the State Legislature will

         15  have done their job, finally adopted a budget, so we

         16  stop hemorrhaging all this money in the financial

         17  markets because the state's paper is rated so

         18  poorly.

         19                 So I hope the people in Albany are

         20  listening to us today, if they did their job better,

         21  all of New Yorkers would benefit. But at least we

         22  can say we have done our job and that is why I vote

         23  aye on all of the items.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Foster.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: I vote aye on
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          2  all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Freed.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: If I may be

          5  excused to explain my vote?

          6                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          7  Certainly.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Like everyone

          9  else has said, this budget is a pleasure to vote

         10  for. I can remember the dark ages just maybe five

         11  years ago when I referred to the budget as being

         12  draconian. This budget is clearly light years away

         13  from that. And I think the process itself was also

         14  very open. A number of people have mentioned that, I

         15  mean everyone who was here could participate to the

         16  degree they wanted to and everyone knew what we were

         17  doing and I think that that is admirable.

         18                 I would like to really thank the

         19  Speaker, I would like to thank Herb Berman, the

         20  entire Finance staff that everyone has already

         21  mentioned so I won't.

         22                 As I said, the fact that we have done

         23  the restorations and the fact that this contributes

         24  to the overall well-being of the City is very

         25  important and shows that we are seriously
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          2  considering this and working on it.

          3                 Now, as to the air train, I, too,

          4  have a lot of questions about the advisability, but

          5  has been pointed out, if we don't do it now when

          6  will we do it? No other world class city does not

          7  have access from the center city to their airports,

          8  and we have lacked that access. Anyone who has tried

          9  to get to JFK, tried to use the Van Wyck knows it is

         10  a parking lot and the pollution and the noise that

         11  it is causing the surrounding neighborhoods may be

         12  at a lower level than the construction will be for a

         13  short time, but there will be an end to it, and

         14  ultimately I believe we will get a one-seat train,

         15  ultimately I believe it will be to the benefit of

         16  the City. I am not entirely trustful of the Port

         17  Authority because it does seem they have certainly

         18  elevated or tried to elevate New Jersey and Newark

         19  above New York City, at the same time we have been

         20  paying for it, but I think it is pay back time. We

         21  need the train, the train to the plane, we need the

         22  air train, I would hope that it will soon be a

         23  one-seat ride so that we can come into the 20th and

         24  maybe even the 21st century in the City of New York.

         25                 Having said that, I vote aye on all
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          2  coupled general orders.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          5  Continue the roll call.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Golden.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: May I be

          8  excused to explain my vote?

          9                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         10  Certainly.

         11                 Council Member Golden.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Thank you,

         13  sir.

         14                 I would like to congratulate the

         15  Speaker and the Finance Chairman, perspective

         16  staffs, as well as the Mayor and the Mayor's staff

         17  for coming together in a consensus budget here and

         18  all of the members of the City Council and their

         19  staffs for working so hard to make sure that this

         20  came off today. I am proud of this City Council and

         21  I am happy to be part of it.

         22                 I would like to vote no, though, on

         23  M-602, and resolution 843, SLR 124, preconsidered

         24  SLR 140, abstain on SLR 64 and 65, and aye on all

         25  others.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          4  Continue the roll call.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Harrison.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: May I be

          7  excused, Mr. Speaker?

          8                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          9  Certainly, Council member.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: Mr. Acting

         11  Public Advocate.

         12                 I just want to take advantage of the

         13  opportunity of speaking as chairperson of the

         14  Committee on Aging, to say thank you, Mr. Speaker

         15  and your entire staff for having been so very

         16  thoughtful, considerate, caring in the budget, for

         17  the items that are included and I know you will go

         18  down in the prayers of every senior citizen in the

         19  City of New York.

         20                 Thank you. I vote aye on all, except

         21  no on 447 and no on 448.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         24  Continue the roll call.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Henry.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Koslowitz.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: May I be

          5  excused to explain my vote?

          6                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Yes,

          7  Council Member Koslowitz.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: I am very

          9  proud to vote for this budget this year. Since I

         10  have been here this is I think the best budget that

         11  I have ever seen. It takes care of our children, it

         12  takes care of our seniors and it addresses the need

         13  of the people of the City of New York.

         14                 I would like to take this opportunity

         15  to thank Bruce Bender, Chief of Staff for all of us

         16  hard work, and Amy Klein for all of her good work,

         17  Haeda, Tom McMahon, Steve and Peter, thank you so

         18  much for all of the work that you put into this

         19  budget. I am delighted to vote aye on the budget.

         20                 As far as the rail link is concerned,

         21  I feel that maybe it is not the best thing, however,

         22  we have to move ahead. And I know I have always been

         23  complaining about how terrible our airport is

         24  compared to all of the places that I have been and

         25  in their airport, so I think it is time that we move
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          2  on and I vote aye.

          3                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          4  Continue the roll call.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lasher.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Briefly I

          7  would like to explain my vote.

          8                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          9  Certainly, Council Member Lasher.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: I join with

         11  the statements of Councilwoman Koslowitz. I think

         12  that the train to the plane is a very, very

         13  important piece that belongs in New York City. It

         14  sort of puts the whole City together no matter where

         15  you are, if you are able to get to that train. The

         16  difficulty of driving and the congestion of cars is

         17  just growing enormously, and this is one help to do

         18  away with that congestion.

         19                 I think it is a farsighted item, I

         20  think that it is a great item, I think that it would

         21  be well used and would service the people, the State

         22  of New York very, very well and the City of New York

         23  to get to that plane on time without missing your

         24  plane.

         25                 Thank you. I vote aye on all.
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          2                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          3  Continue the roll call.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Leffler.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Yes, Mr.

          6  Acting Public Advocate, may I please be excused --

          7                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          8  Certainly, Council Member Leffler.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Thank you

         10  very much.

         11                 On the budget. On of my favorite

         12  aphorisms of gallic wisdom is the expression (in

         13  French) everything is relative. That provides

         14  perspectives on viewing this budget. From the

         15  traditional perspective, we have had a large impact,

         16  I think the largest impact that I have seen in my

         17  years in the Council, in terms of important

         18  restorations, of about $166 million in funding for

         19  culturals, youth, libraries, important matters,

         20  probation, legal aid. There are also additions here,

         21  about $85 million, and a tax program, which in

         22  principle I support, even though to some extent some

         23  of the additional items have to be viewed from the

         24  point of view of impact on long-term budget gaps.

         25                 But from a second perspective, we
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          2  have to look at the use of all of the resources here

          3  in a year of unprecedented resources to best deal

          4  with the City's problems.

          5                 From that point of view, I am

          6  convinced that there is much too much reliance on

          7  past budgets as baselined.

          8                 The 2.5 plus billion dollar surplus

          9  in the current fiscal year should have been used to

         10  put the City onto better financial footing, to

         11  reduce is structural deficit by retiring long-term

         12  debt.

         13                 This is basic wisdom going back to

         14  the bible. Provide for the leaner years in the more

         15  abundant years, the aphorism of the grasshopper and

         16  the ant, like an ant, providing for the future.

         17                 With respect to thanks, I would like

         18  to thank Amy Klein for her help on the capital side.

         19                 As to the Finance Division, I have

         20  known too many too well for too long with too much

         21  justified disappointment to engage in backslapping

         22  at this time, particularly because I have given more

         23  help to the Finance Division over the past 15 months

         24  than it has given to me.

         25                 But I would like to single out for
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          2  thanks, Andy Grossman and Mark Young, with whom I

          3  work.

          4                 I think the way that we can best show

          5  our respect for the good work that they can do is to

          6  better use their good work. So, I see the City

          7  budget process having the potential to be so much

          8  more than it is now --

          9                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Your

         10  time has expired, Council member.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER:-- The

         12  potential to be more serious and less political and

         13  hopefully that will happen particularly three plus

         14  years to come.

         15                 I vote aye on all and incorporate by

         16  reference my remarks on the air train at the Land

         17  Use meeting last week.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         20  Continue the roll call.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Linares.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: May I be

         23  excused to explain my vote?

         24                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Yes,

         25  Council Member Linares.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Thank you so

          3  much.

          4                 I would like to join remarks made by

          5  my colleagues in acknowledging the leadership of the

          6  Speaker in this budget process, and also the

          7  leadership of Council Member Berman chairing the

          8  Finance Committee. The staff that work and

          9  negotiated this budget, especially Tom and Haeda,

         10  along with the staff that worked on the Executive,

         11  they are all around, to my right and slightly in

         12  back of us, and also Amy Klein and the staff, who

         13  happens to be to the left here, and Amy in the

         14  front, they also worked very, very hard and deserve

         15  acknowledgment for the hard work that they have

         16  done.

         17                 I also would like to acknowledge the

         18  leadership for the Manhattan Delegation, and I am

         19  sure that the different delegations play an

         20  important role, but specifically Ronnie Eldridge and

         21  Michels, work hard and the two negotiators for

         22  Manhattan, both Perkins and Michels, deserve

         23  acknowledgment.

         24                 The Black and Hispanic Caucus, of

         25  which I am Co-Chair with Helen Marshall also play a
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          2  role, and Angel Rodriguez led the charge there

          3  making sure that the things that we feel strongly

          4  about in this budget were addressed and I would like

          5  to acknowledge that.

          6                 Finally, I would like to say that I

          7  am very proud of voting on this budget because we

          8  saw -- I should also acknowledge the advocate groups

          9  and institutions were very forceful in letting us

         10  not forget the priorities that we need to have and I

         11  would like to acknowledge the work that they did.

         12                 All along the process the advocates

         13  group really kept us in line. And I am proud of the

         14  fact that we restored $166 million on libraries,

         15  cultural institutions, youth, and eliminated the

         16  voucher programs in terms of education, and overall

         17  I am very proud to vote on this budget, and I think

         18  all New Yorkers are winners for that, and I am also

         19  pleased to see that the rail link to John F. K. is

         20  also getting approved because I believe in the

         21  longrun we all stand to benefit from this project,

         22  although there are concerns in the shortrun.

         23                 So, having said that, I vote aye on

         24  all.

         25                 Thank you.
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          2                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          3  Continue the roll call.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lopez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Permission to

          6  explain my vote.

          7                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          8  Certainly. Council Member Lopez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I want to thank

         10  Speaker Peter Vallone in this budget for one special

         11  reason, the support that he has shown to the lesbian

         12  and gay in the communities. Your support, Mr.

         13  Speaker, will be very close to my heart.

         14                 You don't know how important it is

         15  for us to be able to finish the Gay and Lesbian

         16  Center. It is a place that provide a lot of

         17  resources for our community and help our young

         18  people to get a space in which they can grow healthy

         19  and love themselves and be proud of themselves and

         20  you have contributed to that and for that I will

         21  always be grateful to you.

         22                 In closing I want to say that the

         23  women of the Finance Committee have contributed to

         24  this budget in ways that very few people may know,

         25  and I want to thank each one of them for the work
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          2  that they have done in making this budget possible.

          3  To those women, more power to you, sisters. You are

          4  great.

          5                 I also want to thank one more time in

          6  this time, as I thanked Mr. Robles last year, for

          7  helping me one more time to learn the process, to be

          8  patient, to keep with it. Victor, you are a great

          9  man and a great colleague.

         10                 Thank you for everything you have

         11  taught me so far.

         12                 I vote yes in the budget and I vote

         13  yes in all items that are for voting today.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         16  Continue the roll call.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: McCaffrey.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: If I could

         19  be temporarily excused to explain my vote.

         20                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         21  Certainly, Council Member McCaffrey.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: I would

         23  like to compliment Speaker Vallone, whose leadership

         24  has now brought us to our best budget yet. While the

         25  Speaker has brought us to this best budget that we
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          2  have ever seen, he has deprived governmental

          3  insomniacs of having something to do in the wee

          4  hours of the morning, but we are here today at a

          5  relatively reasonable hour to say to New Yorkers we

          6  proudly present to you the budget for the coming

          7  year, the work which has been the accumulation of

          8  many, many hard hours of work of the members and its

          9  staff.

         10                 Let me just indicate to my

         11  colleagues, we have been blessed by the often stern

         12  but always at times good natured and humorous chair

         13  of the Finance Committee, Mr. Berman, who has helped

         14  us in direction. I want to be able to thank the

         15  professionalism and the innovation of Chief of Staff

         16  Bruce Bender. To Amy Klein and her wonderful staff,

         17  I want to say thank you very much. We are

         18  eliminating this year from all parks any further use

         19  of Henry Stern's animal art and replacing it with

         20  Amy art, for which will be statues to Amy. We want

         21  to be able to thank our Finance folks and Haeda and

         22  Cheech who have done well in their new

         23  responsibilities. To Steve Fager and to Peter Bruno,

         24  we want to thank them for their help.

         25                 And we say to all New Yorkers,

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            83

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  understand that this Council has managed to do in

          3  innovative ways that which are the levels government

          4  have chosen to ignore.

          5                 We are providing now an elder abuse

          6  program, that for many years has been an

          7  unrecognized and unaddressed problem in the city of

          8  New York.

          9                 We have chosen to take the

         10  leadership, to be able to provide the type of

         11  resources for those individuals who were abused, but

         12  because of their age are now preying -- that they

         13  will have relief from those who prey upon them.

         14                 It is important to understand that

         15  for senior citizen housing for the frail elderly,

         16  that the NORC initiative is one of great and

         17  tremendous potential, that to those who have sought

         18  enhancement in terms of cultural and libraries, we

         19  are providing the chance once again to show how

         20  creative they can be.

         21                 We offer to our legislative

         22  colleagues in Albany and Washington the model to be

         23  able to step forward and meet responsibility, to

         24  meet them in a direct fashion and to say to our

         25  constituents we have done our best.
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          2                 I vote aye on all the items. Thank

          3  you.

          4                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          5  Continue the roll call.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Marshall.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: May I be

          8  excused to explain my vote?

          9                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         10  Certainly, Council Member Marshall.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: I, too,

         12  would like to thank, first of all, our speaker, his

         13  sensitivity to higher education, education in

         14  general, is commendable. You don't often find a

         15  leader who really opens the way and sticks by

         16  education.

         17                 And i want to just personally thank

         18  Peter and thank him for all of the children and

         19  students of our City.

         20                 And Herb and Bruce, Haeda, Amy, Jeff,

         21  Stacy, and all of the other members of the Finance

         22  Committee, both capital and expense, you are very,

         23  very -- you have all been very, very helpful to us.

         24  It is ironic that here we are today passing a budget

         25  full of restorations in education that this Council
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          2  has made and just today was published by the Mayor's

          3  Committee under Dr. Schmidt, the City University of

          4  New York, an institution adrift.

          5                 Well, if it is adrift, it is adrift

          6  from the wind of the executive, both our Mayor and

          7  our Governor.

          8                 And every time the budget comes

          9  along, we are always restoring monies to education.

         10  As a result, we must today -- I am sorry. Here we

         11  are restoring money that is constantly being taken

         12  away from the executive budget, and as a result we

         13  are passing today things that the executive should

         14  have done. We are suffering from the cuts that they

         15  have made.

         16                 I also want to speak about the air

         17  train. I have a long-term history with the Port

         18  Authority because I represent the area of LaGuardia

         19  Airport and the surrounding community. I have been

         20  through years of turmoil with the Port Authority, I

         21  have even had to participate in legislative actions

         22  against them to help protect the community.

         23                 Now, they have made many promises to

         24  the Jamaican community. The Jamaica community is one

         25  of the reasons that I support this proposal because
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          2  I think that main travel interchange there will be

          3  very helpful for that particular area. But I hope

          4  that the Port Authority has learned in all of its

          5  dealings with those of us on the north shore, that

          6  they must level with the community and stick by

          7  their promises to that community.

          8                 I know that there are representatives

          9  today here from the Port Authority. I hope that they

         10  will be listening because we will be watching you.

         11  We know that you are coming up to LaGuardia and we

         12  are going to be watching what you do.

         13                 I do have some problems. I am

         14  concerned about the immediate impact on the home

         15  owners, especially two and a half years of

         16  construction that they will be undergoing there

         17  along the Van Wyck, and also the long-term effects

         18  of having that train rumbling through their

         19  community.

         20                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         21  Council Member, your time has expired.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Okay. I am

         23  going to support this project. We will be watching

         24  it very carefully and we want to watch -- there

         25  should be terms and conditions on the Port Authority
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          2  that they hold to the claims that they have made to

          3  the Jamaica community.

          4                 I vote aye on all.

          5                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          6  Continue the roll call.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Mr. Acting

          9  Public Advocate, may I be excused to explain my

         10  vote?

         11                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Yes,

         12  Council Member Michels.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: I will be

         14  voting aye on all coupled general orders, except I

         15  will abstain on 113 and 120, and I want to subscribe

         16  to the many enumerated examples of caution on the

         17  air train, even though I will be supporting it.

         18                 I have heard all of the arguments

         19  back and forth. I think the Port Authority is

         20  something we have to look at with a healthy degree

         21  of cynicism and skepticism to make sure they do

         22  their job.

         23                 But at this time I would really thank

         24  what I think is the best delegation in this Council,

         25  although there are a lot of good delegations. The
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          2  best delegation I have had since I have been in this

          3  Council is the Manhattan Delegation. With my

          4  co-negotiator Bill Perkins and the co-leader of the

          5  delegation, Ronnie Eldridge, we work together like I

          6  have never seen a Council delegation ever work

          7  before.

          8                 With Kathryn Freed and Margarita

          9  Lopez, Phil Reed, Chris Quinn, Gifford Miller,

         10  Andrew Eristoff, Guillermo Linares, we became bound

         11  together and we became a wonderful team.

         12                 But that is not to take anything away

         13  from this Speaker. You know, we are being rather

         14  complacent here and saying what a wonderful budget

         15  we have, isn't that great. This consented to budget

         16  didn't come easy. There were times we thought we

         17  weren't going to have a consented budget. If it

         18  wasn't for the fact that the Speaker went in and

         19  stood tall and hung very tough on issues that we

         20  cared about such as vouchers, we wouldn't have had a

         21  budget, we would have to repeat what we did last

         22  year, but he worked hard and he negotiated greatly

         23  for us and we are much appreciative of the work that

         24  he did.

         25                 I think Herb Berman working with us
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          2  in the negotiating team  and working hard for us and

          3  working with all of the members of the Council, gave

          4  this a democratic aspect which I have never seen

          5  since I have been in the Council and I am very

          6  pleased. The work that Bruce Bender did and Haeda

          7  Mihaltses, and I can pronounce the last name

          8  Mihaltses, I can also say to her in Greek (in Greek)

          9  which means thank you, Haeda, for the work you have

         10  done, and the first time you had an opportunity in

         11  your new position.

         12                 Tom McMahon, of course, as I said,

         13  Amy Klein and Karen Meara, Stacy Manuel, Andy

         14  Grossman, Jonathan Rosenberg, Jeff Rodas and Paul

         15  Nolan, the work that was done by Mary and Steve of

         16  our staffs were magnificent to keep us all together,

         17  and I think what we have here is budget that is

         18  going to help libraries, cultural events and we are

         19  going give $80 million for labs, science labs and

         20  for computer labs. The people of this City have

         21  benefitted greatly for the work we have done at this

         22  particular time.

         23                 I think that the fact that we are

         24  putting $2 million for Safe House and for lead

         25  testing, something that is a great advance for all
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          2  of us, and I am very proud to be part of this

          3  budget.

          4                 Thank you very much.

          5                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          6  Continue the roll call.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Mr. Acting

          8  Speaker, may I please have a point of personal

          9  privilege? I will be very brief.

         10                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: We

         11  are in the middle of the roll call, Council member.

         12  I didn't hear your name being called or referred, so

         13  I don't know how you can interpret that as a

         14  personal point of privilege. We are in the middle of

         15  a roll call.

         16                 Continue the roll call, please.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: I just

         18  wanted to thank Peter Bruno publicly because I --

         19                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         20  Council Member, don't do that please.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: All right.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Miller.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: If I may be

         24  excused to explain my vote?

         25                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Yes,
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          2  certainly Council Member Miller.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: First off,

          4  with regard to the air train, I am voting for this

          5  proposal, and I am voting for it for the very simple

          6  reason, most primarily that I would use it. I think

          7  that certainly a lot of people have said it is not a

          8  perfect plan. It is not a perfect plan, there are no

          9  perfect plans. But it is a step forward, and I know

         10  that my constituents will benefit from this. I think

         11  that the City will benefit from it, and I think JFK

         12  will benefit from it, and I am pleased that it is

         13  moving forward.

         14                 I do think however, that it is

         15  important to note that the Port Authority is

         16  shouldering a tremendous burden, because this is an

         17  important day as we move forward in what is really a

         18  major infrastructure and transportation improvement

         19  for this City, and the Port Authority is going to be

         20  carrying this ball. They have proven thus far that

         21  this City can plan and move forward with a plan for

         22  a major improvement, but we have to ensure that this

         23  project doesn't come in 300, 400, 500 percent over

         24  budget. It needs to come in on time, on budget and

         25  done in a way that is sensitive to the surrounding
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          2  communities, and if they prove that they can do

          3  that, I think that we can be a better City because

          4  there are a lot of other plans that we need to move

          5  forward with, not the least of which of course is

          6  the Second Avenue Subway, but many other

          7  improvements in order to make this City continue to

          8  grow economically and in terms of quality of life.

          9                 With regard to the budget, I am

         10  pleased to be voting for this budget, I have been

         11  advised that I should disclose that my father and my

         12  fiance are members of the Board of Directors of

         13  South Forty, which is an organization which does

         14  rehabilitation of ex-convicts, in terms of job

         15  training. I didn't really have anything to do with

         16  them getting that money, but I would appreciate it

         17  if no one in this room told my father or my fiance

         18  that.

         19                 It is a good budget. It is an

         20  important step forward. It is a restrained budget

         21  that recognizes that we are not always going to have

         22  as good economic times, it addresses the needs of

         23  the different constituents of this City and I am

         24  pleased to be voting for it.

         25                 I of course want to thank Speaker

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            93

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Vallone for his leadership and Herb Berman on the

          3  Finance Committee for their leadership in bringing

          4  us to this point.

          5                 I want to thank Bruce and Cathy from

          6  the Speaker's Office and Amy for her capital work,

          7  no pun intended.

          8                 Tom, Haeda, Cheech and Karen for

          9  putting up with the Manhattan Delegation, but I also

         10  particularly want to thank a couple of people who

         11  make this budget actually happen physically --

         12                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         13  Council Member, your time has expired.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: I am almost

         15  done. Thank you.

         16                 Dawn Sica of the Speaker's Office and

         17  in the Finance Division, Natale Lotito, Kim Stroman,

         18  Marie Lennon and Nicole Anderson, they actually make

         19  the physical budget happen that we vote on, and I

         20  thank them for their work and I know they don't

         21  always get recognized but we do notice them.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         24  Continue the roll call.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Nelson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: May I be

          3  excused to explain my vote?

          4                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          5  Certainly, Council Member Nelson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you.

          7                 In the spirit of my colleague on the

          8  other side of the aisle, Steve Fiala, who alluded to

          9  a menu of issues, in that spirit, I would like to

         10  compliment the chef of the Council, Peter Vallone,

         11  Speaker, who served up a delicious budget with very

         12  few sour ingredients, with a dedicated leadership

         13  style. He deserves our praise for that.

         14                 And I was very, very impressed, of

         15  course, with our chairman of the Finance Committee,

         16  Herb Berman, with his hands-on demeanor throughout

         17  the process, who sometimes with humor and panache

         18  and sometimes a punch and a headlock in the Linden

         19  Johnson School of Governance, I believe, did a

         20  terrific job in getting us all together with my

         21  members of the Brooklyn Delegation who I was very

         22  proud to be a part of their concern and their

         23  actual, their digging into seeing what was best for

         24  our constituents and people of the City of New York

         25  was quite impressive. And I am proud to be part of
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          2  this Council that formulated a budget that that so

          3  showed a concern for all of the people of the City

          4  of New York, and I think there are other legislative

          5  bodies that should view this as a model and

          6  hopefully follow suit that caused the rest of the

          7  state a lot of heartache that has been going on.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         10  Continue the roll call.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Oddo.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I be

         13  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         14                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Yes,

         15  by all means.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you, sir.

         17                 This is actually my eighth budget in

         18  the City Council, the first as an elected official,

         19  but I had seven previous ones as a staff member, and

         20  I know that when John Fusco and Tome Ognibene stood

         21  up and thanked me, it actually felt pretty good. So,

         22  I am going to start out by thanking my former

         23  colleagues, the staff on the Council side of the

         24  capital division and the Finance Division and the

         25  Administration's staff, because I know how hard you
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          2  guys work.

          3                 I would also like to thank Speaker

          4  Vallone and Herb Berman, because they recognize the

          5  fact that, although I have an R next to my name, the

          6  people in my district are democrats and republicans

          7  and liberals and conservatives, and I appreciate the

          8  fact that they looked at my capital budget requests

          9  and saw the value in them.

         10                 I wish the lessons that we

         11  demonstrate each day in this body could be learned

         12  by other legislative bodies in this state and across

         13  this nation.

         14                 Lastly, two last points, on a less

         15  serious note I think collectively we should give a

         16  big L to Larry Johnson and that great victory the

         17  other night.

         18                 And last, but not least, Mr. Speaker,

         19  I fully expect to be batting lead-off and playing

         20  shortstop next Friday.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         23  Continue the roll call.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: O'Donovan.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: May I be
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          2  excused to explain my vote?

          3                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: By

          4  all means, Council Member O'Donovan.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Yes, I,

          6  too, want to thank the staff, both on the expense

          7  and the capital side, and Bruce Bender, the Chief of

          8  Staff, Speaker Vallone and Herb Berman.

          9                 I also want to thank in particular

         10  the Staten Island Delegation, particularly the

         11  Democratic members of the Staten Island Delegation,

         12  which is me. But as my colleagues from Staten Island

         13  have said, this is a good budget, a good budget for

         14  Staten Island, our cultural institutions, our

         15  schools, our educational institutions on Staten

         16  Island, our parks and all of the things that go for

         17  a good quality of life on Staten Island, this budget

         18  provides for.

         19                 And so, for all of the staff members,

         20  thank you very much, Amy and Haeda and Tom McMahon,

         21  again, on behalf of Staten Island we thank you. I

         22  vote aye.

         23                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         24  Continue the roll call.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Perkins.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you. I

          3  would like to be excused to explain my vote.

          4                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          5  Certainly.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Let me, as a

          7  member of the freshman class I want to -- the

          8  freshman class of 2001 caucus, especially, led by

          9  the honorable Phil Reed of Manhattan, let me just

         10  take a moment to express my special gratitude and

         11  appreciation for the privilege of being a part of

         12  the budget negotiating committee that created this

         13  document that is being so highly praised by my

         14  colleagues.

         15                 I want in that regard to make note of

         16  the special attention and support that my

         17  co-negotiator, Stan Michels, has provided me, as

         18  well as the patience and forbearance of my fellow

         19  negotiators from the other boroughs who indulged my

         20  questions and my naiveness and my interest in making

         21  sure that at least I understood what was going on,

         22  and that the concerns particularly of the Manhattan

         23  Delegation were brought to the table and were

         24  appropriately responded to. And I want to thank them

         25  in that regard. Because in the end, I believe the
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          2  Manhattan Delegation felt as if their concerns were

          3  heard, and as you may have heard there has been

          4  praise even of a historic nature in the fact that

          5  Ronnie is continuing her tradition of supporting

          6  this particular budget. And so I am especially happy

          7  about that particular experience. I want to thank

          8  the Speaker for his extraordinary leadership in that

          9  regard, needless to say. I want to thank our Finance

         10  Chair, Herb Berman, the staff and of course Bruce

         11  Bender, as well for the extraordinary work that they

         12  have done in bringing us forward.

         13                 I have a special appreciation for

         14  this particular bill because of the fact that we

         15  have an earned income tax credit, which finally

         16  acknowledges in New York City that if you want to

         17  encourage people to work, especially if they are

         18  poor, then do for them that which has been done on

         19  the federal level and state level in New York City.

         20                 Mr. Speaker, your leadership in this

         21  regard is to be commended. It is something that we

         22  can bring home to our constituents and say that this

         23  institution recognizes the role it has to play in

         24  improving people's lives and encouraging the work.

         25  It is an investment in our people, not quite like
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          2  the commuter tax which was quite the opposite --

          3                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          4  Council Member, your time has expired, sir.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Indulge me

          6  one quick moment as I make an editorial comment

          7  about the commuter tax, which I believe, if it had

          8  not been repealed, would have allowed us to go even

          9  further in supporting the interest of working

         10  people, particularly in terms of the child care

         11  credit that was originally proposed by this body

         12  which I think would have been very helpful as a

         13  compliment to the earned income tax credit.

         14                 Again, I want to thank the Manhattan

         15  Delegation and I want to thank the negotiating

         16  committee and I want to join Ronnie Eldridge in the

         17  tradition of voting aye on this budget.

         18                 Thank you, Ronnie.

         19                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         20  Continue the roll call.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Pinkett.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: May I be

         23  excused to explain my vote?

         24                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Yes,

         25  Council Member Pinkett.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: I have been

          3  overwhelmed by the example of the magnificence

          4  presence of the Manhattan Delegation, the one that

          5  says or thinks it is the best delegation in the City

          6  of New York. I cannot help it if they have

          7  delusions. One is entitled to have delusions, and so

          8  I want you to know it is all right to dream, and I

          9  want you to continue to dream, because you don't

         10  have the population, and you don't have a Bruce

         11  Bender, a Herb Berman, a Priscilla Wooten, a Mary

         12  Pinkett, Annette Robinson, and Una Clarke, did I

         13  leave out others from Brooklyn?

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Marty Golden.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Marty Golden.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: By the way,

         17  Bruce Bender still lives in Manhattan, in my

         18  district. He is a west sider.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: He is

         20  Brooklyn. So, if you want to borrow him for a little

         21  while, do so. But all of your genius comes from

         22  Brooklyn.

         23                 Thank you.

         24                 Now, I would like to thank the

         25  Speaker for his leadership. I would like to thank
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          2  Bruce and Amy for all that they have done, but I

          3  also want to do one other thing, I don't want to

          4  call names, I would like to say the Finance

          5  Division, which I think is a magnificent division,

          6  from the leadership on through. They are wonderful

          7  in the work they do. If you call on any member of

          8  the Finance team, you get good information, you get

          9  support when you need it and I would like to commend

         10  every member of the Finance Division.

         11                 I would like also to commend all of

         12  the staff of the Council, because the reason this

         13  Council is doing so well, in its budget negotiation,

         14  is because of every person in this Council coming

         15  together, whether it is legal, whether it is

         16  Sergeant-At-Arms, whether they are from room five or

         17  room six, it is the fact that we pull together to

         18  make a difference and you can see the difference in

         19  this Council.

         20                 I am sorry that the state was

         21  benighted, and they thought if they took back

         22  commuter dollars that they could kill us. But they

         23  can't, because New York City cannot be contained by

         24  someone else's lack of thought and knowledge.

         25                 So, we should send the Governor a
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          2  letter saying thank you for your inspiration, thank

          3  you for the opportunity to prove that we are good

          4  and know how to prove that we can be better and do

          5  better, and let them know that you can't keep us

          6  down. We will continue to win, and we will continue

          7  to work for the people of this City successfully.

          8                 This budget was better than we had

          9  hoped for, we can do much more and we will continue

         10  to do so. Thank you, and let us all pray for

         11  Manhattan.

         12                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         13  Continue the roll call.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Povman.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Mr. Acting

         17  Public Advocate, may I be excused to explain my

         18  vote?

         19                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: By

         20  all means, Council Member Povman.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: I think

         22  everyone in this room should be just as proud of

         23  this budgetary process this year. And I think, in my

         24  experience, it is the best budget we ever had,

         25  taking into account all of the problems that were
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          2  there.

          3                 The leadership of Speaker Vallone,

          4  Herb Berman, the Finance Department, was the best I

          5  have ever seen. They were terrific in dealing with

          6  the other side of the hall. They are to be

          7  congratulated because much of the work went

          8  unnoticed because it was long hours into the night

          9  by the staff, as well as Peter and Herb that brought

         10  about this very happy budget.

         11                 I also think that Bruce Bender is

         12  really extending himself. He gets pushed around by

         13  Herb Berman frequently, but he still does what he

         14  thinks is right. And certainly Amy is to be

         15  congratulated for great work, and Haeda and Tom.

         16                 I would like to say most of all,

         17  there wasn't one case of a bruise or contusion

         18  reported to me from Herb Berman in this session

         19  which is unique. So, congratulations, Herb, for

         20  keeping your temper under control.

         21                 I vote aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Provenzano.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: May I be

         24  excused to explain my vote?

         25                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Yes,
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          2  Council Member Provenzano.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: I would

          4  like to also commend our leadership and the

          5  Administration, but I have to say that I had every

          6  confidence that this would be accomplished,

          7  including my esteemed colleagues in the City

          8  Council, and I didn't believe Herbie for a minute

          9  when he had those worried looks on his face. I knew

         10  he had the power.

         11                 I also would like to thank all of

         12  those people that were thanked, because even that

         13  marvelous negotiating team, I know would be nowhere

         14  without all of the men and women in the Finance

         15  Division. And there is one young lady on that

         16  administrative support team that was left out, I

         17  would like to include her, Gloria Garcia. Those are

         18  the people that kind of do all of that scrunch work.

         19                 And one more comment, my predecessor

         20  used to talk about budget and, you know, that all

         21  night stuff and all the crazy stuff that went on and

         22  they worked so hard, and I don't believe that for a

         23  minute. Because this is my second budget, my first

         24  negotiated budget, and I am really proud and pleased

         25  to be a member of this body and, again, I
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          2  congratulate everybody concerned with it, and I vote

          3  yes on all.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          6  Continue the roll call.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Quinn.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Can I be

          9  excused to explain my vote?

         10                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Yes,

         11  Council Member Quinn.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: First I just

         13  want to mention a couple of things in this budget

         14  that I think are particularly significant and thank

         15  the folks who were most responsible for getting them

         16  in the budget. First the health initiatives in this

         17  budget. This year's budget, the Mayor had taken out

         18  all of the funding for outreach for HIV and AIDS

         19  prevention, and at our Health Committee hearing the

         20  Commissioner was unyielding in that position. And at

         21  that hearing, the Chair of the Committee, Victor

         22  Robles, turned me and the other members of the

         23  Committee and said, really we should just stop

         24  talking, they are not going to change their mind and

         25  we are going to put the money plus some back in, and
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          2  that is exactly what we did, and if it wasn't for

          3  Victor and the Council, there would be absolutely no

          4  money to prevent the spread of AIDS in the City of

          5  New York.

          6                 I also want to thank the members of

          7  the Finance staff who work on police abuse issues

          8  because I think that the initial part of the

          9  Speaker's Blueprint that we funded in this year's

         10  budget is an enormous step in the right direction,

         11  so I want to thank Andy Grossman and Mark Young for

         12  their work on that.

         13                 I also want to thank Karen Meara for

         14  her work overall, and particularly her work watching

         15  out for funding for housing for people with AIDS and

         16  making sure that that money wasn't stolen away and

         17  used in inappropriate ways by the Mayor.

         18                 I also want to thank Steve Hager for

         19  his help, even when everything was extraordinarily

         20  late in getting to him over and over again.

         21                 I want to thank Haeda and Cheech.

         22  When I was a staff member for Tom Duane, Haeda and

         23  Cheech were enormously helpful and I am glad to see

         24  that that tradition only continues and they have

         25  gotten to be more and more helpful and even huger
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          2  resources in their higher position.

          3                 I want to thank Amy Klein and

          4  Jonathan Rosenberg for their capital work, and in

          5  particular on behalf of the two housing projects in

          6  my district, I want to thank you.

          7                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          8  Council Member, your time has expired.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: And I want to

         10  thank Bruce Bender and the Speaker and Herb Berman

         11  for letting me as a new member participate in all

         12  levels of negotiation.

         13                 I want to thank Ronnie Eldridge,

         14  Stanley, and Bill, of our delegation, which Mary

         15  isn't here so I can say Manhattan is unequivocally

         16  the best.

         17                 Yes, I vote aye.

         18                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         19  Continue the roll call.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reed.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you. I

         22  would like to explain my vote.

         23                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         24  Certainly.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Since it is not
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          2  dark yet I figure we still got time.

          3                 I do also want to obviously thank the

          4  Speaker and the staff for the tremendous work that

          5  always this Council has put people first, and that I

          6  think is why we are here, we can find a way to do it

          7  in a fiscally prudent fashion, also with a heart in

          8  it, and that is what this budget has, is a heart,

          9  and some common decency. So, I want to applaud the

         10  staff and the Speaker for that. I need to just not

         11  correct my colleague, but correct the record to make

         12  sure that people understand that I am a proud member

         13  of both the Manhattan Delegation and the Bronx. And

         14  the Bronx, let's not forget that now. I would like

         15  to say I am bi-borough.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Phil, I would

         17  stay away from that if I were you, it has gotten me

         18  in a bit of trouble in the press.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: And many people

         20  have spoken about the access that we have and how

         21  unprecedented it is in any other body that we have

         22  the access and the ability to dialogue about this,

         23  and several people suggested last week that it was

         24  untimely for us as members of what we have

         25  identified as the 2001 Caucus to sort of assert
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          2  ourselves.

          3                 Well, number one, we have been around

          4  since the day we got elected, and we have always

          5  been embraced by the Speaker and the leadership, and

          6  the fact that they were able and willing and happy

          7  to sit down last week with us, take all the time it

          8  took to explain some of the issues. It wasn't a

          9  rebellion, it was just making sure that we as full

         10  fledged members of the Council could articulate what

         11  was happening to our constituents. And the staff

         12  offered us that opportunity in a professional and

         13  enormously gracious manner. We all walked away from

         14  that feeling embraced by our colleagues here and so

         15  I want to thank the Speaker and Bruce and everybody

         16  for that opportunity and I know we are looking

         17  forward to working with you.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: How

         20  do you vote?

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: I vote aye.

         22                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         23  Continue the roll call.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rivera.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Can I be
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          2  excused to explain my vote?

          3                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: By

          4  all means, Council Member Rivera.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I would like

          6  to begin by once again saying that on numerous

          7  occasions I have said in the past that a leader is

          8  as good as the people and the good people that that

          9  leader has managed to choose to be part of his team.

         10  Peter Vallone is a good leader, first of all. He has

         11  led us, I know, has let me for the last 11 years

         12  that I have been a member of this body, and for so

         13  many years he has put at the forefront the issue of

         14  needs for children and good education for our

         15  children. It is very pleasing that the budget this

         16  year, we come to a quick agreement between the

         17  Administration and this body.

         18                 I would like to say that while the

         19  Speaker highlighted some of the items, some of the

         20  items or many of the items that we can feel so proud

         21  of, and as I go along with the rest of my

         22  colleagues, thanking those who the Speaker has

         23  chosen to be part of his team, like, for example,

         24  Bruce Bender, who I have been pleased to work with

         25  for before and now the new Bruce Bender with his new

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            112

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  title, in the last year and a half or so.

          3                 Along with that, two outstanding

          4  individuals, Amy from the capital side who makes

          5  this all possible for me to go back to my district

          6  and share with everyone what we have accomplished,

          7  as we go about and continue to rebuild that part of

          8  the Bronx.

          9                 The other person is Haeda, as she

         10  works with us on the expense side, and I can go back

         11  to our community organizations and say to them, once

         12  again in spite of what you sometimes read we manage

         13  with the help of these outstanding members of this

         14  body to bring back home the bacon, to continue to do

         15  the good work.

         16                 And I can go on with the members of

         17  the Committee that the Speaker has allowed me to

         18  chair the State leg and --

         19                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         20  Council Member, your time has expired.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I would like

         22  to thank Mary Pinkett and Mr. Sabini, Stabile, Oddo,

         23  DiBrienza, Robles, Provenzano, Lasher and Miller,

         24  because in the last month or so, we have come

         25  together with this administration and we have passed
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          2  a number of legislation that we are dealing with the

          3  budget we are also dealing with the needs of members

          4  of the Police Department, benefits for the members

          5  of the Police Department, for the first time I

          6  believe with dealing with giving members of the

          7  Sanitation Department an opportunity to choose a

          8  pension of their choice, EMS, Emergency Medical

          9  Technicians have something to look forward to as

         10  they continue to provide us with their services, in

         11  terms of the pension.

         12                 I can go on --

         13                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         14  Again, Council member.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: In conclusion,

         16  I would like to make a word of caution. A word of

         17  caution, because we also, as we are about to break

         18  for the summer, some of us will drive down south,

         19  and those of us who drive down south, if we are

         20  stopping south of the border and we see those

         21  tempting big signs, buy your cheap cigarettes here,

         22  be careful. Be careful. Don't be tempted to buy more

         23  than you need. Maybe a pack and that is it. Because

         24  we passed a bill, and I believe the Administration

         25  will sign --
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          2                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          3  Again, Council member.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Very quickly,

          5  that it will seize any vehicle --

          6                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Mr.

          7  Rivera, please.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: -- That is

          9  used to illegally bring in counterfeit cigarettes

         10  with a counterfeit tax stamp. So be careful. Those

         11  of us who are watching on Crosswalks, be careful.

         12  So, if you drive down south don't be tempted. Your

         13  vehicle could be taken away from you.

         14                 Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

         15                 Thank you, Herb Berman, and June

         16  Eisland and everyone that made this year's budget so

         17  easy and so good for my district. Thank you very

         18  much.

         19                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: How

         20  do you vote?

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Of course aye.

         22                 If you notice Ognibene and I, we are

         23  wearing this type of shirt, tropical shirt, I need

         24  to remind all of you, the Puerto Rican Day Parade is

         25  this coming Sunday. Two million of us will march at
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          2  that parade, like we did last year with the Speaker

          3  --

          4                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Thank

          5  you, Council Member.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Whether it

          7  should rain or whatever, we are marching.

          8                 Thank you very much.

          9                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         10  Continue the roll call.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robinson.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Thank you

         13  very much. Mr. Chairman Pro-Tem, may I be excused to

         14  explain my vote?

         15                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         16  Certainly.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: I would like

         18  to rise to express my gratitude to the litany of

         19  those persons who have assisted us in bringing this

         20  negotiated budget together for the next century, one

         21  that I believe attempts to address the needs of the

         22  diverse communities that we represent.

         23                 Specifically I would like to commend

         24  the Speaker for the police reform, the Blueprint for

         25  police reform initiative that went forward, as a

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            116

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  result of a lot of pain and suffering that took

          3  place within the City of New York over this past

          4  year.

          5                 And I believe it seeks to address

          6  some of the disparities, in terms in the Police

          7  Department, increased support for the CCRB,

          8  programs, enhanced programs to reduce children's

          9  violence, conflict resolution, health and mental

         10  health programs as well.

         11                 I am also pleased to have been able

         12  to provide resources that will help our people who

         13  have been left out, and certainly through time, as

         14  we stood up on the day of voting for the budget that

         15  I stood up with a lot of knots in my stomach because

         16  we had not had the opportunity to have a really good

         17  negotiated budget that would meet the needs of our

         18  people.

         19                 This evening I sat here and my

         20  stomach wasn't in knots because of what would be

         21  forthcoming, so I am pleased to say that.

         22                 I also want to say that it also shows

         23  that when teeth and tongue come together we can talk

         24  and work it out.

         25                 And finally, I commend the scribes
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          2  who transcribed this budget into a reader-friendly

          3  document. It set before us a document that rationale

          4  is also provided with the budgetary items.

          5                 I would like to thank the Speaker,

          6  Herb Berman, Bruce Bender, Amy Klein and all of

          7  those who participated to make this budget what it

          8  is.

          9                 Thank you and I vote aye on all

         10  general coupled orders.

         11                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         12  Continue the roll call.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robles.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Mr. Acting

         15  Public Advocate, Pro-Tem, I would like to explain my

         16  vote.

         17                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         18  Certainly.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Let me first

         20  begin by saying that for some of us who have been

         21  around here for some time, and sometimes we question

         22  whether this process is open, I have been able and

         23  have been fortunate to serve under the two

         24  legislative bodies, this one, as you know, and of

         25  course the State Assembly, and just as much as I was
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          2  proud to serve under the late Speaker Stanley Fink,

          3  I am more proud to be part of the innercircle

          4  leadership of this Council under the leadership of

          5  Peter Vallone, because truly this body has opened.

          6                 Some of us remember the old days

          7  when, may he rest in peace, Tome Cuite, you don't

          8  know of a more open process than you do here in the

          9  Council, and that was because when history is

         10  written, there is one person who really changed this

         11  body, and that is Speaker Vallone.

         12                 Let me also say that for those of you

         13  who take credit for Bruce Bender and Amy Klein, let

         14  me say that Bruce Bender's seed was planted in

         15  Brooklyn, nourished in Brooklyn, he came before the

         16  16 members of the Brooklyn Delegation, asked

         17  permission to temporary relocate in Manhattan. But

         18  come back this time next year, guess where he is

         19  coming back home? He is coming back home where he

         20  belongs with Amy. So, don't take credit for someone

         21  that we will not give up to any delegation in this

         22  body.

         23                 Let me also say that I also want to

         24  point out that while the Chairman of the Finance

         25  Committee was correct that this may be the second
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          2  budget of Bruce Bender, really it is his first as

          3  the Chief of Staff, because last year he was acting.

          4  This year I will tell you, I didn't have the

          5  headaches, I didn't walk out, I didn't call in the

          6  Speaker, because this is the first time I have seen

          7  a Chief of Staff actually come in and got his hands

          8  wet and sit in that room, so I want to make sure

          9  that I give praises to Bruce Bender, the Chief of

         10  Staff, because Mr. Speaker, your appointment of

         11  Bruce Bender cannot be more deserving to someone

         12  than Bruce Bender.

         13                 Amy Klein and the others, we all know

         14  that -- there is one person that I do want to say,

         15  because a lot of the names have been mentioned, it

         16  is not easy to work with me, because I am about

         17  people. And let me just say to you, that Karen

         18  Meara, who really is assigned to my committee, has

         19  done a fantastic job because we have turned around

         20  where people misunderstood what I was about and she

         21  understands this is about people.

         22                 And last but not least, while we have

         23  given praises to everybody, there is somebody up

         24  there in the balcony that I began with, not only the

         25  youth advocate, I see Michelle Yancy and what have
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          2  you, but there is one lady who I saw when I was

          3  Chairman of the Youth Services Committee, and now

          4  never thinking that I would deal with her in the

          5  Health Committee, but Judy Wessler, and the

          6  Commission, this year they brought everybody

          7  together and called the Coalition, today people were

          8  heard in this budget because you had advocates like

          9  my colleague pointed out, who was here and you are

         10  lucky, because remember, some of us were here at

         11  2:00, 3:00 in the morning, with all due respect, we

         12  are not doing that now --

         13                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         14  Council member.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Just look at

         16  this budget and truly by working together, truly

         17  government of the people, by the people and for the

         18  people, today we all celebrate a job well done for

         19  the people of New York City. I vote yes.

         20                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         21  Continue the roll call, please.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rodriguez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: I request

         24  unanimous consent to vote on all Land Use Call-Ups.

         25                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:
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          2  Without objection, so ordered.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Thank you.

          4  I vote yes.

          5                 May I take a moment to explain my

          6  vote?

          7                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: You

          8  bet.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: This is my

         10  first negotiated budget, and last year was a little

         11  bit different they tell me, I wasn't here before

         12  then. And I want to thank the leadership for having

         13  given us, the new members, and not only the new

         14  members but also the old members, the opportunity to

         15  have real input in the process. I was told when I

         16  got here that I probably wouldn't have much input,

         17  but what I have experienced here this year is

         18  exactly the opposite of what I was told.

         19                 I think that we really had an input

         20  and we had something to say that it mattered what we

         21  said. As a chair of the Budget Committee for the

         22  Black and Latino Caucus, a caucus that has 23

         23  members, I want to say that the concerns of the

         24  Caucus, the main issues that we wanted to deal with

         25  and our main concerns, they were all fairly
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          2  addressed in this budget.

          3                 And for that I want to thank Speaker

          4  Vallone, Finance Chair Herb Berman, Bruce Bender,

          5  Amy Klein and Cheech, and all of the members of the

          6  Finance staff.

          7                 I especially want to thank Stacy

          8  Emanuel, who worked tirelessly to make sure that all

          9  of our concerns were in this budget.

         10                 We were able to address concerns

         11  like:

         12                 our police recruiting initiative that

         13  will try to make the Police Department in the City

         14  of New York somewhat more reflective of the City

         15  that we live in.

         16                 - youth programs that will serve the

         17  needs of the young people of this City.

         18                 - an earned income tax credit, that

         19  is very important to all of the members of our

         20  caucus, but to all of the members of the New York

         21  City that really understand how important it is for

         22  people that don't make a good living to be able to

         23  get every little break that they can.

         24                 - an asthma initiative that was

         25  really pushed hard by the Black and Latino Caucus
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          2  because it will have an impact on the communities of

          3  the South Bronx, South Brooklyn, of Northern

          4  Brooklyn, different parts of our City that have

          5  great asthma.

          6                 - we will have senior programs that

          7  are really important in our communities, because in

          8  our communities many times services are lacking and

          9  we need to make sure our seniors get the same

         10  services that they get in other communities.

         11                 Now, the list goes on and on, and I

         12  just want to say that I am proud to have

         13  participated in putting together this budget.

         14                 I am extremely satisfied with the

         15  final product that came out, and for that, again, I

         16  want to thank the Speaker and Herb.

         17                 For those reasons, I vote yes. Thank

         18  you.

         19                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         20  Continue the roll call.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Mr. Acting

         22  presiding officer, may I be excused to explain my

         23  vote?

         24                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         25  Certainly, Council Member Sabini.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: You know, I

          3  have been in government a long time, and I know

          4  politics take a long time, this is an odd day. We

          5  have August, and early June, we are voting in

          6  daylight, people who want to lobby on the steps of

          7  City Hall get dusty, Helen Marshall and myself are

          8  saying nice things about the Port Authority, Herb

          9  Berman is voting against the leadership, it is an

         10  odd day.

         11                 It is an odd day because in the teeth

         12  of term limits, in the teeth of what is the end of

         13  the Administration of the majority of this Council

         14  and the Mayor we came to a consent budget, and it is

         15  not a consent budget based on a rubber stamp, a

         16  consent budget that was agreed upon over weeks of

         17  hearings, weeks of negotiations, and something that

         18  our colleagues 180 miles in the north can learn

         19  something from.

         20                 We got it through work,

         21  communications, hearings and negotiations.

         22  Seemingly, the only thing they can agree upon is how

         23  to win or lose an election, based on what is in

         24  either party's interest, and how to put a hurting on

         25  the largest city in the economic engine of the state
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          2  in the process.

          3                 So, it is an unusual day, but a happy

          4  day, and I wouldn't be surprised to see the Mayor

          5  and the Speaker emulating Renn and Stimpy (phonetic)

          6  and singing happy happy joy joy and City Hall Park

          7  being transformed to Mr. Rogers' Neighborhood, I

          8  wouldn't be surprised to see that rainbow tropical

          9  tree the guayabera trio singing Kum Bye Ah to make

         10  us all feel good.

         11                 I want to thank the staff, my staff,

         12  Tom McKnight, Eleanore Apeal, Bruce Bender, our

         13  Chief of Staff, Tom McMahon, Amy Klein, Haeda,

         14  Peter, Steve, Paul, Mark, Cheech, Kurt. I understand

         15  there is a new legend that when we vote on the

         16  budget in daylight and Kurt sees a shadow, there

         17  will be no tax-fixing resolution needed based on the

         18  State Board of Equalization. It is similar to the

         19  groundhog thing.

         20                 And out of force of habit, let me

         21  thank John Banks for leaving the lights on and

         22  Eileen McKenna for sharing Cheech with us.

         23                 I vote aye on all coupled general

         24  orders.

         25                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:
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          2  Continue the roll call.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

          4                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Stabile.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: I would like

          7  to explain my vote.

          8                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Yes,

          9  Council Member Stabile.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: First of all,

         11  I really would like to thank my own staff back in

         12  Queens, who was very supportive of everything we are

         13  doing.

         14                 I want to thank the Speaker and his

         15  Finance staff and his executive staff for putting

         16  everything together, but I have to also thank the

         17  Mayor and the Mayor's staff for working collectively

         18  to make this possible, and without government

         19  working together it doesn't work. We have seen it up

         20  in Albany, and we are going to see it again.

         21                 I would also at this point like to

         22  correct Victor Robles, he quoted a government for

         23  the people, by the people -- no. Of the people by

         24  the people and for the people, who was a Republican,

         25  Abraham Lincoln, and I wrote that down a little
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          2  earlier today, and I think that is the bottom line.

          3                 We deliver to our communities, and

          4  with the Speaker and Herb and with a lot of other

          5  good chairmen of a lot of committees, this thing

          6  becomes possible.

          7                 On the other note, the air train. I

          8  had some qualms about the Port Authority, I trust

          9  them, I believe they really are sincere with this, I

         10  think this is a plus for Queens. I think it is a new

         11  day for the airports. Our airports are a disgrace,

         12  compared to some of the other ones.

         13                 I wish our Borough President was as

         14  truthful with us as we try to be with her to get

         15  things done for our own borough. I am taking a shot

         16  at her right now and hope she gets the message,

         17  okay? I hate to be lied to.

         18                 Okay, on Reso 843 I vote no, because

         19  it definitely means a tax increase, and SLR 124 I

         20  vote no and pre-resolution SLR 140 I vote no.

         21                 On my closing, I have to say being in

         22  this Council has not only been the experience but

         23  being part and seeing the Mayor's staff and the

         24  Council staff working together with the leaderships

         25  on both sides of the hall putting it together, I
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          2  thank you.

          3                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          4  Continue the roll call.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Warden.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: In the absence

          7  of time, I will vote aye on all general orders.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Watkins.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Mr. President

         10  Pro-Tem, may I please be excused to explain my vote?

         11                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: By

         12  all means, Council Member Watkins.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: I would like

         14  to commend Speaker Vallone on having steered us

         15  through some potentially rough waters in order to

         16  arrive safely on shore, on time, with a

         17  people-friendly budget.

         18                 This, as many of my colleagues have

         19  already said, is probably the best budget that this

         20  Council and the Administration has been able to come

         21  up with since I have been a member of the City

         22  Council.

         23                 I want to thank the Chair of the

         24  Finance Committee, the Finance staff, both capital

         25  and the expense side, and all of the many people who
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          2  worked so hard and labored so long to make this

          3  possible.

          4                 Also, I would like to thank my own

          5  staff for hanging in here with me.

          6                 I would like to thank my colleagues,

          7  who gave the support that was needed for some of the

          8  items that were of such importance to my

          9  Subcommittee on District Attorneys, Courts and

         10  Investigations. I appreciate the support and those

         11  indigent people who will benefit from proper legal

         12  assistance appreciate the support.

         13                 I vote aye on all coupled general

         14  orders.

         15                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         16  Continue the roll call.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: White.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: May I kindly be

         19  excused to explain my vote?

         20                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         21  Certainly, Council Member White.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: I would like to

         23  echo many of the statements made by my colleagues

         24  concerning the budget, particularly the fact that I

         25  think that this is one of the kinds of budgets that
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          2  I really like to vote on, because it is a fair

          3  budget. It is a fair share budget. It's across the

          4  board, a fair negotiation, and it is working very

          5  well.

          6                 So, my hat goes off to Speaker Peter

          7  Vallone, to Haeda and Bruce and to Amy and to Herb,

          8  in terms of making this come about.

          9                 I just want to make it very short, I

         10  am not going to use all of my minutes, and that is

         11  to say that in terms of the air rail system, I think

         12  that is one of the best things that I could do in

         13  representing that area, in terms of taking a move to

         14  make sure, just like they are working on making the

         15  computer Y2K compatible, to putting my district in a

         16  position to be compatible with the 21st century as

         17  it relates to a light rail system and all that that

         18  entails. So I feel good about that, in terms of what

         19  is happening for my community.

         20                 Also it also doesn't negate the fact

         21  that a lot of the issues that were brought before

         22  the various committees, were it not for the

         23  commitment and determination by the individuals that

         24  were opposed to it, they would not have been

         25  included in terms of the considerations, and we know
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          2  their true concerns to make sure they would not be

          3  left out.

          4                 So, with all of that in mind, I vote

          5  aye on all coupled general orders.

          6                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          7  Continue the roll call.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Wooten.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: May I please

         10  be excused to explain my vote?

         11                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Yes,

         12  Council Member Wooten, certainly.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: First, before

         14  I even talk about or think about voting, I want to

         15  thank whomever made it possible that we didn't have

         16  to sit up all night long in City Hall. The very

         17  thought of having to spend the night at City Hall

         18  kind of got me very upset.

         19                 However, as always a responsible

         20  body, the New York City Council has shown its

         21  responsibility as responsible legislators to work

         22  with the Administration and bring about the type of

         23  budget that we are voting on this evening, as always

         24  we come through with Education, no matter what they

         25  do to us around this town, in Albany, et cetera, we
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          2  are always on target to make sure that Education

          3  gets its fair share, and since I have been the chair

          4  it has been running as a top priority, always here

          5  in this Council.

          6                 There are many, many kinds of quality

          7  of life issues that we dealt with, I think that is

          8  what we are all about. What we did to get to those

          9  points was very, very interesting because there had

         10  to be dialogue between both parties and I think it

         11  happened, I think that is why we are here this

         12  evening, instead of in the middle of the night or in

         13  the morning, because we were in the position to

         14  really deal with the issues of the City of New York

         15  and that is why it is so positive.

         16                 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Thank you,

         17  Herb Berman from Brooklyn. Thank you all, especially

         18  -- let me just start with the Finance people who

         19  assisted me in Education - Nicole, Stacy, Haeda,

         20  Tom, all of you. And I want to go back again to say

         21  that under the leadership of Herb Berman from

         22  Brooklyn, it was interesting, and Victor, you were

         23  right alongside him, Victor Robles from Brooklyn,

         24  why are we saying this? Because it is important to

         25  let people know who we are.
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          2                 But I am extremely pleased. Haeda was

          3  always on time with her answers --

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: From the

          5  Bronx.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: From the

          7  Bronx. I don't mind giving her that due, June,

          8  because I believe it is deserving.

          9                 But I also want to say, Mr. Speaker,

         10  that Victor had indicated that it was so important

         11  to let everybody know what a true Chief of Staff is

         12  and how he relates to everybody no matter what

         13  borough you are from, and I want to remind Rebecca's

         14  parents that you got your start in Brooklyn.

         15                 On that note, I thank everybody who

         16  thought about Education in a positive manner, there

         17  was never any doubt, like I said, in my mind, that

         18  we would not come up with the type of budget that we

         19  did.

         20                 I tried to stay out of the Queens

         21  situation but Archie Spigner wouldn't let me;

         22  however, I believe again, as responsible

         23  legislators, we have to make decisions that impact

         24  on this City of New York.

         25                 On that note, I am proud to be a part
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          2  of this Council, and I thank you very much for

          3  giving me an opportunity to deal with this process

          4  and I vote aye on all.

          5                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          6  Continue the roll call.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Abel.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Might I be

          9  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         10                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Yes,

         11  Council Member Abel.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Thank you.

         13                 I am from Queens, by the way.

         14                 Every time we vote and do the budget,

         15  it is always great to get up here and thank

         16  everybody involved from the Speaker leadership all

         17  the way down, and this is going to be the first year

         18  that I actually mean it, because this is an absolute

         19  great budget. I want to thank the Speaker and the

         20  Mayor for working so well together. I want to thank

         21  Herbie Berman, the Finance Chair, and my leader, Tom

         22  Ognibene, for working so well together.

         23                 My hat is off to OMB for the response

         24  that we got this year. I especially want to thank

         25  Council Finance staff, both capital and expense,
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          2  both male and female, for what they have done this

          3  year. I especially want to thank my staff,

          4  Christine, who most of you know has been with me

          5  since day one, and I could not put this together

          6  without her and truth be known, she probably puts it

          7  together by herself and works with all of you, so

          8  you know what she goes through.

          9                 I also want to pay a very good

         10  compliment to Chairwoman Eisland and Chairman John

         11  Sabini for conducting their tour on the air train

         12  and running one of the finest hearings, in-depth

         13  hearings, that I have been a party of since coming

         14  to this Council. I think it was very in-depth, and

         15  the information is out there if anyone wants to

         16  avail themselves of it.

         17                 On that, I vote aye on all, with the

         18  exception of SLR 65, SLR 124, preconsidered SLR 140,

         19  preconsidered M-602, and reso 843, on those I vote

         20  no.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         23  Continue the roll call.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: May I be

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            136

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

          3                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          4  Certainly, Council Member Berman.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Before, when I

          6  spoke about the budget and I thanked everybody who

          7  was present, one of the people that I did thank

          8  wasn't in the room but he is here now, Joe Lhota,

          9  who is hanging out upstairs.

         10                 All right, now, if I may just reserve

         11  my comments just very briefly to the rail link. I

         12  just want to indicate to everybody that the Port

         13  Authority has argued in the past that the funds used

         14  to pay for this rail link are not public funds, that

         15  is a non-sensical argument. Every time we, including

         16  all of us, fly out of New York City airport, we pay

         17  the $3.00 and that is what is paying for the rail

         18  link, and these are most certainly public funds.

         19                 This rail link is not a one-seat

         20  ride. It is the subway to the railroad to the rail

         21  link to the plane, this can be a commuter nightmare

         22  and a poor way to spend more than $600 million. And

         23  I want to remind everybody that it took 30 years to

         24  get this far, and it could easily take another 30

         25  years, if at any time, to get to the one-seat ride
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          2  that we all covet.

          3                 Council Member DiBrienza indicated

          4  the cost, when you accrue it to the number of people

          5  that it is expected that will utilize this rail

          6  link, it comes to over $20 a person, it would be

          7  cheaper to use cars.

          8                 And the other interesting fact is

          9  that this rail link will be used mostly by the

         10  people who work at Kennedy, not the people who will

         11  use it for transportation purposes. And this is a

         12  poor way to spend $600 million.

         13                 Now, I want to acknowledge that I

         14  support the Howard Beach Station and the on airport

         15  terminal connectors because these are proposals that

         16  make sense. And I also want to tell everybody, and

         17  this is important, that had it not been for the

         18  hearing that we conducted, which was critical of the

         19  rail link, and were it not for the opposition that

         20  we enunciated, then the Port Authority never would

         21  have anted up the additional money that has now gone

         22  in to make this at least a better proposal than it

         23  was.

         24                 So we are responsible, this Council

         25  is responsible, this Committee is responsible for
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          2  having made that program, that project that much

          3  better.

          4                 However, I will vote no on the

          5  proposed item because spending $600 million on a

          6  three-seat ride to the airport makes no sense. I

          7  vote no on the two items, it is Land Use 447, 448,

          8  and accompanying resolutions 863 and 864, and I vote

          9  aye on all the other coupled items. Thank you.

         10                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Roll

         11  call.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Boyland.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: May I have a

         14  moment to explain my vote?

         15                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         16  Certainly, Council Member Boyland.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you

         18  very much.

         19                 I am pleased to see, first of all,

         20  that the Chairman of Health is still here. The

         21  Health care has been funded in this year's budget,

         22  specifically the $750,000 that has been allocated

         23  for prostate cancer and ovarian cancer, so we thank,

         24  we have kudos to the Chairman of Health for that.

         25  And the $250,000 that has been allocated for asthma.
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          2                 As you know, New York has been a

          3  large population of people who are vulnerable to

          4  conditions such as asthma. These conditions tend to

          5  occur more frequently in areas where people have

          6  less accesses to certain resources.

          7                 Moreover, these conditions are often

          8  easily prevented with the provision of basic

          9  information and outreach. According to New York

         10  State Health Department statistics, there are over

         11  the ten times the number of deaths of total cancer

         12  and asthma deaths than homicide in Central Brooklyn

         13  in 1997. And this measures such as early screening

         14  and education initiatives are cost effective and

         15  clearly systematic way of meeting our community's

         16  needs while lessening the burden of Health and

         17  Hospital Corporation down the line.

         18                 I urge that this money be directed,

         19  which was directed for preventive care, particularly

         20  in communities such as Ocean Hill, Brownsville, that

         21  are more disproportionately high in incidence of

         22  these measures.

         23                 I also urge that the Council view our

         24  work today as a beginning step in health care, and I

         25  hope that we continue to be vigilant and what we do
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          2  in addressing the health care needs of our people.

          3                 I also want to thank my staff,

          4  Anthony Alexis and Bacu (phonetic), for being such a

          5  help, as well as the Finance staff, capital and

          6  expense, for the work that they have done, and also

          7  the leadership and tutelage of Peter Vallone, who

          8  has been there and very vocal in our communities on

          9  such issues that we have been dealing with. And I

         10  vote yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Oddo.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: In my haste to

         13  thank all of the wonderful people, I forgot to vote.

         14  So, I vote yes on all, with the exception of

         15  preconsidered SLR 140 and preconsidered M-602 and

         16  accompanying resolution 843, I vote no on those two

         17  items. Thank you.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Ognibene.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Mr. Acting

         20  Public Advocate, may I be excused to explain my

         21  vote?

         22                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: By

         23  all means, Mr. Minority Leader.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: And although

         25  I am going to say a few words, I think the best way
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          2  to thank the staff would be to shut up and let them

          3  go home, but I do want to say a few words, and I

          4  think it is important that I take the opportunity.

          5                 First of all I want to thank Victor

          6  Robles for this wonderful Guyaberra (phonetic)

          7  shirt, which kept me cool through the entire

          8  proceedings, and I thank you for the wonderful gift.

          9                 The other thing I would like to

         10  mention to the Speaker, particularly, is that this

         11  has probably been the least contentious, and least

         12  partisan of budgets that we have engaged in, and I

         13  want to thank you particularly, Mr. Speaker, because

         14  I don't think people know it, but you do provide

         15  that real quiet leadership and you keep the lid on

         16  it and I don't think people appreciate it enough and

         17  I want to thank you and Herb Berman who is now

         18  talking instead of listening to what I have to say,

         19  who takes the brunt of the criticism during this

         20  process to piece it together. And to Bruce Bender,

         21  who I think, frankly, and I mean this in a positive

         22  way, has really developed and grown in your position

         23  and you did a wonderful job this year, and I think

         24  it is very important.

         25                 I do want to point out, Mr. Speaker,
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          2  that nobody has mentioned this, and I think it is

          3  important, because I look at the sheet that Victor

          4  Robles always copiously keeps of all of the votes

          5  that go on here and then they go somewhere and I

          6  don't know what he does with them, but he keeps it

          7  and this is the first year that we have had a

          8  unanimous vote in favor of the budget and I say that

          9  as next to last to vote because I am voting yes,

         10  there is only one vote left and if you go down I am

         11  going to look awful foolish but I doubt that you

         12  are.

         13                 I would also like to thank, and I

         14  don't think it was said enough, I would like to

         15  thank the Mayor of the City of New York, Rudy

         16  Giuliani, who has provided an unprecedented era of

         17  public safety and prosperity for this City which

         18  enabled us to have this kind of negotiation and to

         19  have this kind of budget, and I do want to thank the

         20  Mayor. Deputy Mayor Joseph Lhota, who was

         21  experienced in this process as Budget Director, did

         22  a wonderful job as First Deputy Mayor, and to Bob

         23  Harding and his staff at OMB, this is their first

         24  budget and they handled it very professionally I

         25  think. I think they do deserve a round of applause.
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          2  And to Scott Cantone and his legislative staff. And

          3  as Margarita Lopez will tell you, that the reason it

          4  works so well is that there are a lot of

          5  hard-working women in that group and that is

          6  probably what makes it work very well.

          7                 So, I am pleased that we are able to

          8  get through with this early, and we did it in the

          9  face of some adversity, which was not caused by us

         10  or anything we did and I think everybody should be

         11  proud of that.

         12                 With that I would like to vote no on

         13  Resos 843, SLR 79, SLR 124, preconsidered SLR 140,

         14  and vote aye on all other coupled general orders.

         15                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         16  Continue the roll call.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Speaker, Mr.

         18  Vallone.

         19                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Aye on all.

         20                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: All

         21  coupled orders on today's general order calendar are

         22  adopted by a vote of 50 in the affirmative, no

         23  negative votes, with the exception of LU 447, and

         24  Resolution 863, LU 448, Resolution 864, I think that

         25  is the air train, 47 in the affirmative, three in
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          2  the negative.

          3                 SLR 113 and 120, 48 in the

          4  affirmative, no negatives and two abstentions. SLR

          5  64, 49 affirmative, one negative. SLR 65 and 79, 48

          6  in the affirmative, two negatives. SLR 107 and 117,

          7  49 in the affirmative with one negative vote.

          8                 SLR 124, 44 in the affirmative, six

          9  negative. SLR 140, 44 negatives and six

         10  affirmative.  M-602 with companion resolution 843,

         11  44 affirmative, six negative, and therefore I

         12  declare that the Executive Expense and Revenue

         13  Budgets, the Executive Capital Budget for Fiscal

         14  Year 2000 and the capital program for the succeeding

         15  fiscal year, all as modified in accordance with

         16  section 120-B and section 222-A of the New York City

         17  Charter, are hereby adopted on June 7th, 1999.

         18                 SPEAKER VALLONE: The first time

         19  unanimously.

         20                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: At

         21  6:44 p.m.

         22                 SPEAKER VALLONE: And may I point out,

         23  this is the first time unanimously and it took a

         24  long time to get here but I think it reflects a

         25  great deal for our City to go into the next century.
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          2                 I want to remind my colleagues we are

          3  standing in recess because we still need State home

          4  rule messages for some of our tax relief packages,

          5  the condo co-op and the other taxes, so we could be

          6  called back at any time.

          7                 Also, I want to remind my colleagues

          8  that the Friday after next, June 19th, is our

          9  outting, which is a fabulously good time, and I ask

         10  that all of the matters be referred to the

         11  committees as indicated, there are no immediate

         12  considerations. June 18th is the outting, Friday. We

         13  are in recess.

         14                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: While

         15  we will recess momentarily, I want to recognize

         16  Council Member Marshall. She asked to be recognized

         17  under the general discussion portion of our agenda.

         18                 Council Member Marshall.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Yes, I did

         20  refer earlier to the report on the City University,

         21  and the Higher Education Committee will be holding a

         22  public hearing on it on June 21st. And one of the

         23  things I felt was very important to say, and I want

         24  to repeat it, is the great work of Peter Bruno, who

         25  has been really filling in for us. We lost our
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          2  counsel and Peter has been tremendous, he is

          3  dedicated, he has really been a help to our

          4  Committee.

          5                 And also Carolyn Daly, in our

          6  Communications Office, she has always helped us in

          7  getting the word out and getting it out properly, I

          8  would like to publicly thank her. And I also would

          9  like to thank Victor Robles. He has the tough job of

         10  keeping us in line and he does it, he does it

         11  nicely, he doesn't insult you, he doesn't hurt your

         12  feelings and he whips us into line. I want to thank

         13  you, Victor for being a great Whip.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: There

         16  being no other business at this time, this meeting

         17  stands as recessed.

         18                 (Hearing recessed at 6:48 p.m.)

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

         25
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          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )
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