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          1  YOUTH SERVICES SPEAKOUT

          2                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: This is a meeting

          3  of the City Council, and although it is organized a

          4  little less formally than the hearings we have down

          5  at City Hall, this is an official hearing of the

          6  City Council. It is one of the series that we call

          7  "Youth Speakouts" where there are opportunities for

          8  young people from around the City to participate in

          9  our deliberations. It is a very timely hearing

         10  because we are getting ready to go into our budget

         11  negotiations with the Mayor, and also because of the

         12  terrible tragedy that happened in Colorado that is

         13  something that is on the minds of a lot of young

         14  people around the country, as well as a lot of those

         15  of us who are responsible for providing services to

         16  young people and we are going to talk about some of

         17  those issues today.

         18                 I want to introduce to you some of

         19  the other Council Members who are here today. Chris

         20  Quinn, from Manhattan; Annette Robinson from

         21  Brooklyn, who is also the Chair of our Juvenile

         22  Justice Subcommittee; a new member of the City

         23  Council, Jim Oddo, from Staten Island; Steve Fiala,

         24  also from Staten Island and Bill Perkins from

         25  Manhattan. And there may be other Council Members
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          2  who may be with us later on.

          3                 I want to express our appreciation to

          4  Diedra Diangeles, the Principal of New Dorp High

          5  School, for letting us into this facility. This

          6  hearing is being held in New Dorp High School on

          7  Staten Island, as part of our series of Youth

          8  Speakouts, and I want to thank everyone else who has

          9  been involved in the arrangements for this.

         10                 I also want you to know that with the

         11  participation of the young people today, we believe

         12  that now more than 1,000 New York kids have

         13  participated in this process, and I can tell you,

         14  and you will hear from some of the other Council

         15  Members later on, how valuable this has been in

         16  helping us craft some of the solutions to the

         17  problems facing young people in New York.

         18                 I think one of the things that is

         19  clear from this terrible tragedy out in Littleton,

         20  and that is that we all have some responsibilities

         21  to our young people in dealing with how they spend

         22  their free time, how they relate to each other and

         23  how we relate to them.

         24                 There is a temptation to say that

         25  what happened out in Colorado doesn't have anything
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          2  to do with New York City, that this is something

          3  that happens in small towns in the west and the

          4  south, but some of us have seen similar kinds of

          5  things acted out on the smaller scale right here in

          6  New York and we have also seen the potential for

          7  problems, and we are not sure that the City of New

          8  York is doing enough to address them. It is one of

          9  the things we want to hear from you as to whether or

         10  not you feel that the City is meeting your needs.

         11                 I also have to tell you that the

         12  Mayor has proposed a $20 million cut to the Youth

         13  Services budget, mostly in the area of delinquency

         14  prevention programs.

         15                 If you think that that is a good idea

         16  we could be doing other things with the money, you

         17  ought to stand up and say so. If you think that is a

         18  bad idea, that these programs are beneficial to you

         19  and your families, we need to hear that as well.

         20                 In fact, the Mayor is going to be on

         21  Staten Island tonight for a Town Hall meeting, so if

         22  you can sit through another one of these, you might

         23  want to go down to P.S. 56, I think the doors open

         24  at 7:30 and tell the Mayor what you think about his

         25  proposals in the youth services area and other areas
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          2  that are of concern to you.

          3                 Let me just tell you a couple of the

          4  ground rules for how we are going to operate this.

          5  We have microphones on both sides, plus a mic that

          6  we can pass to the people up here. What I am going

          7  to do is I am going to ask you to wait and for me to

          8  call your name, if you want to speak, if you

          9  definitely know you want to speak you should

         10  definitely fill out one of these white slips at the

         11  table in the back, and they will get passed up to

         12  me. That is how I know to call your name.

         13                 We have a lot of young people who

         14  have signed up to speak, we will call as many of

         15  them as we can, but that means that you have got to

         16  be brief. Get to the point of what you want to say

         17  so we can hear from as many of you as possible.

         18                 I also should mention that Christine

         19  Marzo and Joshua Rivera are here representing City

         20  Councilman Jay O'Donovan and State Senator Vince

         21  Gentilli respectively, and we thank them for their

         22  participation as well.

         23                 So, at some points we may ask some

         24  questions, show some hands, that is allowed. If you

         25  hear something that you like you can applaud. Try
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          2  and be civil. You don't have to agree with each

          3  other. We want to hear what you have to say and I

          4  think, having said that, we are going to get right

          5  to it.

          6                 So, let me first call up Nicole

          7  Randle. Is Nicole here? She is not ready to speak

          8  yet. Okay.

          9                 How about Justine Abruzzo. Justine,

         10  go up to the microphone and tell us what is on your

         11  mind.

         12                 MS. ABRUZZO: Well, I was thinking

         13  about talking with my counseling group, we were

         14  thinking about the different issues going on and

         15  teen pregnancy is a big issue. I think there should

         16  be more clinics and more open, like towards the

         17  clinics prescribing birth control and other things

         18  like that because a lot of girls get in predicaments

         19  and they get pregnant and they have no place to go

         20  and they have nothing to do. So, there should be

         21  more services opened, in like allowing girls to have

         22  more freedom and knowing that they have places to

         23  go, because a lot of girls, they have no clue on

         24  what to do.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Thank you very
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          2  much.

          3                 Raid Odea (phonetic).

          4                 How about Daniel Delgado? Is Daniel

          5  here? Some of you signed up early and may still be

          6  out. And you are going to have to forgive me if I

          7  pronounce your names wrong, that is because I am

          8  having some trouble.

          9                 Launia Best. Why don't you come on

         10  up.

         11                 While she is coming up, how about

         12  Jasmine Jackson? Is Jasmine Jackson here?

         13                 Joshua Satten. Joshua, why don't you

         14  go up to the other mic and just be ready to go next.

         15                 MS. BEST: You said that there is a 25

         16  percent cut on children, I mean like helping the

         17  juveniles I think it was?

         18                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Twenty-million

         19  dollar cut.

         20                 MS. BEST: Why is that we are having a

         21  cut on that when what happened in Colorado -- after

         22  what happened in Colorado. That would be the worst

         23  thing to do after what happened in Colorado and we

         24  need more programs to help kids like that, so that

         25  will be prevented in New York.  Because there are a
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          2  lot of teachers and a lot of students that are

          3  afraid.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Tell us a little

          5  bit more about that.

          6                 When you heard the news from

          7  Colorado, what went through your mind? You know,

          8  because a lot of kids now, they joke around, like

          9  the Church Cove Mafia (phonetic) and stuff like

         10  that, they joke around about it, but that is

         11  horrible, because I went to school and I was like -

         12  maybe I won't be safe at my school anymore, maybe I

         13  am going to get shot down. And I already have to

         14  worry about like when I go out or something on the

         15  streets at night and I am going to be shot down, now

         16  I am going to have to worry about my safety at

         17  school. I felt, like, wow, where am I going to be

         18  safe at? Or why is my peers trying to kill another

         19  peer, or something like that. What causes them to do

         20  that, and we should have more studies on that or

         21  something.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Do you

         23  participate in any type of youth program or after

         24  school program?

         25                 MS. BEST: I used to participate in an
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          2  after school program, the Children's Aid Society,

          3  which I live near, and I am going to do that this

          4  summer.

          5                 And I also participate in peer

          6  mediation, or something like that. I like to help

          7  people.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Thank you very

          9  much.

         10                 Just state your name for the record

         11  and go ahead.

         12                 MR. SATTEN: My name is Joshua Satten,

         13  I am a member of CCYD, which is an affiliated group

         14  with YPIS in Staten Island.

         15                 My main question is to all of the

         16  Council Members, how do you all feel about the pay

         17  cuts in Youth Services? And what are you doing to

         18  stop it? What are you trying to do to help us out?

         19                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Does one of my

         20  colleagues want to take that?

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Good

         22  evening.

         23                 First of all, it is no doubt in our

         24  minds that you are the priority, young people are

         25  the priority in this City for us. And as a result of
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          2  that, we have vigorously demonstrated our support

          3  for youth programs by each time that the Mayor has

          4  proposed cuts or reductions in youth services

          5  programs, the City Council has always replaced those

          6  dollars, and we plan to do that again.

          7                 We began now -- we are going to begin

          8  the budget process, and that means that there will

          9  be a process of negotiation between the executives

         10  and the legislative side, that's us, the legislative

         11  side. And in that we are going to work with the

         12  Mayor to move him to understanding the priority of

         13  the young people in the City of New York that has to

         14  be taken into account.

         15                 And, so, if you would like, you can

         16  come down to City Hall, there are hearings that are

         17  going to be taking place, and you can see exactly

         18  how vigorously the Council members respond to the

         19  Commissioners in terms of when they talk about the

         20  reduction of children of Youth Services, they

         21  vigorously work on your behalf. So that is what we

         22  are going to be doing.

         23                 All of the Council Members

         24  represented here this evening will be working

         25  diligently on your behalf.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 MR. SATTEN: Do they all have the same

          4  opinion?

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Well, I hope

          6  so.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Council Member

          8  Perkins.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I believe we

         10  all have the same opinion, I would just add that the

         11  primary purpose for us being here is to hear exactly

         12  what you are saying, which is that you want us to at

         13  least restore and even increase the funding for

         14  youth services in terms of the kind of programs that

         15  you represent. So I think we are all on the same

         16  wavelength as far as that is concerned. There may be

         17  some other specifics that you also want to share

         18  with us and of course we want to hear that as well.

         19  But I am pretty confident that the City Council, and

         20  especially this Committee is inclined and committed

         21  to restoring and even increasing funding for Youth

         22  Services.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Michael

         24  Velasquez, and why don't we ask Ashley Humphreys to

         25  come up also. Are they here?
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          2                 What is the matter, Michael, are you

          3  not ready to talk to us yet?

          4                 MS. HUMPHREYS: One thing I would like

          5  to talk about is, I believe there should be more

          6  developments like this, like more meetings or

          7  whatever, for kids like teens and kids my age or

          8  whatever? Because there are a lot of kids out here

          9  that want to reach out to people and everything, and

         10  they can't because in some of their developments

         11  they don't have a place to go and they are always in

         12  the streets and getting hurt by gangs and whatever,

         13  and I believe there should be more meetings like

         14  this, because with all of these kids here, hand by

         15  hand helping everybody out, we are making this world

         16  a better place.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Thank you very

         18  much.

         19                 Let me ask you a question: How many

         20  of you are concerned about gangs, or a little bit

         21  afraid that there might be gangs where you live?

         22  Raise your hands if you are a little bit concerned

         23  about gangs.

         24                 How many of you know someone who is

         25  in a gang or have actually seen a gang operating in
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          2  your school or in your neighborhood?

          3                 I think that tells us something.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: And if you

          5  can imagine, this is on Staten Island.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Steven Rosenfeld.

          7  Is Steven here?

          8                 While he is coming up, Pamela

          9  McGrath. Is Pamela here? And Council Member Quinn

         10  wanted to make a comment.

         11                 MR. ROSENFELD:  No, I just wanted to

         12  say, there is a cut of like $20 million -- where was

         13  it again? I think it shouldn't be like a cut for

         14  like more programs that could like help kids, like

         15  to prevent them from getting into trouble, before

         16  they actually do get into trouble, like what

         17  happened in Colorado. That's it.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: I just want to

         19  ask any of the people who spoke or anyone wants to

         20  answer, everyone is talking and I agree a lot about

         21  needing more programs, and preventing this cut, and

         22  I was just interested from the delinquency programs

         23  to teen pregnancy programs to mediation, where

         24  people think those would best be based. Do you think

         25  we should have, you know, schools open longer,
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          2  should we have those programs in the school? Do we

          3  need to have them at City recreation centers? Do you

          4  think we should give them to groups like the

          5  Children Aid Society or other groups in your

          6  neighborhood? What do you think is the best way to

          7  make it so kids can get those and in a place where

          8  they can feel safe?

          9                 MS. FIORENTINO: Well, I would like to

         10  say that they should be incorporated into the

         11  classroom.

         12                 My name is Anna Fiorentino. Programs

         13  like that, they should be in the classroom. Teachers

         14  should be teaching them while they are teaching the

         15  regular subjects.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Do you think

         17  that teen pregnancy programs should be in school

         18  too?

         19                 MS. FIORENTINO: Well, for those -- I

         20  know some parents would be opposed to it, they don't

         21  want their children to be involved in it, but then

         22  those students can go somewhere else, like to the

         23  library or something like that.

         24                 MR. DIGGS: My name is Duo Diggs. I

         25  think they should put in the school like after
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          2  school, because the reason the kids get involved in

          3  things is because they have nothing to do after

          4  school. They are too young to work so they hang out

          5  with their friends and they form a group. I think

          6  they need to have some activities, like something

          7  they need to do after school, it would probably get

          8  them off the street.

          9                 MR.  WACO: I am Robert Waco from

         10  Curtis High School.

         11                 These programs definitely need to be

         12  in the classrooms. People need to come to the

         13  classrooms and talk about their problems, talk about

         14  teen violence and gangs and everything.

         15                 Everybody who is in a gang feels the

         16  need to belong in something and if they feel like

         17  people actually care in the school, and care about

         18  them, then there will be less problems.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: By the way,

         20  is there anybody in here in a gang?

         21                 I just want to find out. Is anybody

         22  here involved in a gang?

         23                 Okay.

         24                 MR. KETTY: I am Chris Ketty

         25  (phonetic), and I go to New Dorp High School.
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          2                 Gangs aren't always bad, they are

          3  like kids that just hang out. You are putting gangs

          4  down, like, yeah, they're bad, or you need to go to

          5  the classroom, but they are not bad, they are just

          6  kids that hang you.  You know, they hang out and

          7  stuff. That's all I got to say.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: So, I guess

          9  another word for a gang could be like a click?

         10                 MR. KETTY: Yeah.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Or what Jay

         12  used to call like a posse or a crew, a club, some

         13  pals.

         14                 MR. KETTY: Yeah.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: So for you a

         16  gang is not like a group of people that go around

         17  and beat up on people?

         18                 MR. KETTY: No, there is like gangs

         19  that do that, but I am saying like not all gangs are

         20  like that.

         21                 Any more questions?

         22                 MS. REARDON: My name is Beth Reardon,

         23  I am from Curtis High School. Kind of just in

         24  response to what he just said, there are two types

         25  of gangs, I kind of took it as the bad type of
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          2  gangs, and the way that you could get the message

          3  across is, yes, just start in the classroom, but it

          4  should go beyond that, it should help link  you out

          5  to other services within the school and outside of

          6  the school that could maybe help you out better that

          7  have already been based there, because I know there

          8  are services within the area of the school, so that

          9  is just where it should begin.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Thanks. We will

         11  do this quickly, because I want to hear what Pamela

         12  has to say.

         13                 MS. RANDLE: I go to New Dorp High

         14  School.  Mostly everybody is talking about what the

         15  teachers and what the City is not doing for the

         16  students. In every school there are so many programs

         17  to help students, teachers are willing to stay after

         18  school, it is up to us to do what we want to do and

         19  proceed in what we want to do; why is everybody

         20  blaming the teachers and the money cuts and stuff?

         21  If we want a program, we should get together and do

         22  that program for us students. They choose to go home

         23  and be on the streets, teachers don't tell them to

         24  go and be on the streets, it is them.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Council Member
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          2  Fiala wanted to comment on that.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: What was your

          4  name?

          5                 MS. STAMBOLIS: Nicole.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Nicole, that is

          7  the most intelligent thing I have heard today. All

          8  day, not just here, all day.

          9                 This school building is open until

         10  11:00 at night. Give me an honest answer here: How

         11  many of you participate, and I hope it is the whole

         12  audience, but how many of you participate in at

         13  least one or more after school activities here in

         14  New Dorp? That is great. That is more than half the

         15  audience. You are absolutely right. We have the best

         16  teachers. You need to get the message out to your

         17  peers that there is a whole wealth out there that

         18  they are not tapping into.

         19                 But I applaud you for standing up and

         20  saying that because you know, there is a lot that is

         21  wrong with the school system and we can keep adding

         22  money after money after money, that doesn't mean

         23  that we are going to reach the people that we need

         24  to reach. They need to take themselves, lift

         25  themselves up and take advantage of the services
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          2  that are offered, but I thank you for sharing that

          3  with us because that is probably the most

          4  enlightening thing that is going to come out of this

          5  meeting today.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Okay, Pamela.

          7                 MS. McGRATH: Okay, I have been

          8  hearing, I don't know if it is true or not, that

          9  trenchcoats are starting to be banned, and I was

         10  thinking, like people who wear trenchcoats, it

         11  doesn't really mean that they are going to start

         12  shooting people, and it makes no sense to me, and I

         13  just want to know why they do that.

         14                 Just because they listen to certain

         15  types of music, oh, they are going to go shoot

         16  somebody. It makes absolutely no sense. I want to

         17  know why? I mean, people have been wearing

         18  trenchcoats all of their lives and they are just now

         19  starting to ban them? Plus with all of the other

         20  shootings that have been happening, they are still

         21  not doing anything about it. Then when something

         22  happens they start doing something about it. That is

         23  what I want to know.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Here is somebody

         25  who wants to comment on it.
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          2                 MR. STEIN: Hi. My name is Daniel

          3  Stein. I am a student at Tottenville. I do agree

          4  with what you are saying, but in terms of what you

          5  brought up, I think that there is a mass hysteria --

          6  well, not necessarily a massive one -- but there is

          7  somewhat of a panic that goes on after an event

          8  like this. You hear in the news media about, just

          9  like how it is a lot of times blown out of

         10  proportion and it makes people think that it happens

         11  in more places than it does. And banning trench

         12  coats is something that I haven't heard of it but I

         13  can understand it happening with the panic that is

         14  going on. And in my experience what I have seen, I

         15  have seen that kind of panic happen, and then very

         16  quickly, within a month, maybe within the rest of

         17  the school year it will die down and it won't

         18  necessarily continue.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: I want to ask a

         21  question.

         22                 How many of you go to schools that

         23  have some type of restrictions on what you can wear?

         24  No hats, no collars, no jewelry? Has that made a

         25  difference?
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          2                 How many of you think that that is a

          3  good thing, that maybe there was a problem in the

          4  school and it was a good idea?

          5                 How many of you just -- it just

          6  creates one more obstacle you have to get over but

          7  it doesn't really change the atmosphere in the

          8  school?

          9                 Interesting.

         10                 You wanted to say something?

         11                 MR. MOYD: Hello, my name is Yunus,

         12  from the graduation program. I think there are

         13  programs out there for people that need help because

         14  I am in a program and I was in there because I got

         15  locked up, and I am in here now, it is helping me

         16  get my life back together. But there are programs

         17  that help people out there, you just got to want to

         18  do it, you know what I am saying? If you stay around

         19  the negativity you are going to always be around it.

         20  You got to stay away from it for a little while so

         21  you can settle down. You got to get your life

         22  together and not in the streets all day.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: We are going to

         24  take the group that is at the mics and then I am

         25  going to call some more names. So, tell us who you
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          2  are and what you have to say.

          3                 MR. DIGGS: I am Duo. I would like to

          4  talk about the Colorado massacre.

          5                 I think we got away from the parents

          6  issue a little bit because I think the parents play

          7  the most important role in our lives, and these kids

          8  obviously didn't have a lot of love at home, and it

          9  started at home and it had nothing to do with the

         10  school, it just ended up at the school, and I think

         11  that if we were more involved-- if we let our

         12  parents know what was going on in our lives and let

         13  them know enough to know what was going on and spend

         14  more time with us, that we can get away from all of

         15  this.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Thank you very

         17  much.

         18                 We will go back and forth. Over on

         19  this side.

         20                 TIM: Hi. My name is Tim. I go to

         21  Curtis High School. I just wanted to respond to what

         22  she said.

         23                 Yes, this school happens to stay open

         24  until 11:00, but not every school does, and not

         25  every school has a medical center and you know, not
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          2  every school has these opportunities. It seems to me

          3  that Curtis has to fight for half of what it gets,

          4  while other schools, like Tottenville and this

          5  school get everything as soon as they ask for it.

          6                 I mean, if you are going to say these

          7  kids have the opportunity, why not make the

          8  opportunity open to everyone, instead of just

          9  certain kids?

         10                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Council Member

         11  Oddo.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I just want to

         13  touch on the last thing that the gentlemen mentioned

         14  about parental involvement. I don't want to make any

         15  judgment calls on the parents out in Colorado, and

         16  this may sound like a silly question, but -- I just

         17  want to do it to sort of judge how much parental

         18  involvement you guys have.

         19                 If you guys were, and, again, this

         20  may sound silly, if you guys were building a bomb in

         21  your basement or in your room or you guys were doing

         22  something that you shouldn't be doing, how easy in

         23  your lives is it for you to do that without your

         24  parents knowing about it, and how much intervention

         25  or how much involvement do your parents have each
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          2  and every day?

          3                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Why don't we do

          4  it this way: If you had something in the house that

          5  you are not supposed to have, cigarettes, drugs, a

          6  gun, how many of you think your parents would know

          7  about it?

          8                 How many of you think you could have

          9  something like that in the house and your parents

         10  wouldn't know about it?

         11                 Now, of those of you who have your

         12  hands up, those of you who think your parents would

         13  not know about it, put your hands back up, okay? How

         14  many of you would say that you have parents who care

         15  about you and who are involved in your lives?

         16                 So even if your parents are involved

         17  and care about you and try and have communication

         18  with you, you could still do these things without

         19  them knowing it; is that right?

         20                 Okay. In the yellow, tell us your

         21  name.

         22                 MS. ABRUZZO: Justina Abruzzo. I go to

         23  New Dorp here, and last year I went to Villa, and I

         24  got into a lot of trouble, and now I am in a program

         25  because I went on PINS probation, and now I am in a
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          2  program YCMA is counseling, and I find that it is

          3  helping me, that I should have had it back then. And

          4  if you have that in school now, they should have

          5  things like, peer mediation in school, they should

          6  have something like counseling that one period a

          7  week you can go and you can talk to people about it.

          8  Because I find that as long as you want to go and

          9  you are going to have fun you can go there, because

         10  I go every Wednesdays and I really don't care that I

         11  have to go all the way down to Eltonville to go

         12  because it is not a big deal and it helps me and

         13  also other members in the group out a lot.

         14                 Also, I had a question before, the

         15  man that had the black and red tie, he moved, he is

         16  over there, where did he go? Council Member Perkins,

         17  before when they were talking about gangs, and you

         18  said something about well, you have to understand

         19  this is Staten Island, what did you mean by that?

         20                 You said before that you have to

         21  understand this is Staten Island, what did you mean

         22  by that?

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Well,

         24  sometimes there is an impression that certain things

         25  don't exist every place.
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          2                 MS. ABRUZZO: No, I am just saying I

          3  took the impression that you were saying that it is

          4  not as bad on Staten Island?

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Well, sort

          6  of, yes.

          7                 MS. ABRUZZO: But meanwhile I know a

          8  lot of kids around here who think they could be hard

          9  rock, so they go out and they are even worse than

         10  places in Brooklyn where I have been and I used to

         11  hang out. So I have seen that they try to be worse

         12  and it is just as bad everywhere.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Yes. Well,

         14  that is the point.

         15                 MS. ABRUZZO: Because a lot of places

         16  on Staten Island, kids think they are cooler than

         17  kids from Brooklyn and the Bronx, so they try to act

         18  even better, and they pull their pants down.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: That's right.

         20                 MS. ABRUZZO: So it is just as bad on

         21  Staten Island.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Well, I am

         23  glad to hear that, you know, everybody has their

         24  problems and we all have to, you know, like

         25  recognize it and address it. You know what I mean?
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          2                 MS. ABRUZZO: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Because there

          4  is an impression sometimes that certain communities

          5  are immune to certain situations that other

          6  communities may be suffering, and it is important

          7  for us, especially in the City Council, to realize

          8  that young people are suffering no matter where they

          9  are, that there are problems in all communities

         10  throughout this City, Staten Island is no different.

         11                 MS. ABRUZZO: It is no different

         12  anywhere basically. There are things going on all

         13  over.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Council Member.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:  The elected

         16  officials on Staten Island certainly are aware and

         17  the community activists are aware that we have many

         18  of the same problems that are across the City. And

         19  unfortunately the misperception is from folks off of

         20  Staten Island, and sometimes we are labeled as a

         21  lily white community that doesn't have some of the

         22  problems that are throughout the City, and I am glad

         23  that that young lady pointed out the fact that we

         24  certainly do.

         25                 Council Member, I ask you to look at
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          2  this audience and tell me if that is a lily white

          3  community.

          4                 So, my point is, my point is the

          5  elected officials on Staten Island certainly are

          6  aware that we have these problems and we are not

          7  immune to it and sometimes when we travel over the

          8  bridge and through the tunnel when we go to City

          9  Hall, the reaction we get down at City Hall by our

         10  colleagues is that why are you guys complaining, the

         11  only problem you have out there is the landfill.

         12                 Well, we have lots of problems and we

         13  are part of the City of New York and we share the

         14  same weaknesses that are throughout the rest of the

         15  City.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: That is why

         17  we are so proud to be aware and participate.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: We want to hear

         19  from the young people. We are going to have plenty

         20  of time to debate this when the budget comes up and

         21  I am actually looking forward to that conversation.

         22                 MS. PIATZA: My name is Betty Piatza,

         23  and I am a youth counselor with Seaman Society for

         24  Children and Families and I have to address your

         25  comment before.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Please be brief,

          3  because we want to hear from the young people today.

          4                 MS. PIATZA: My son is --

          5                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: You can come down

          6  to City Hall and talk to us.

          7                 MS. PIATZA: You are saying that it is

          8  not a lily white community, et cetera, et cetera,

          9  and I happen to live on this island, but then why is

         10  it that all of our Council members are white?

         11                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Let's hear from

         12  one of our young people.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I will have you

         14  know, Ma'am, that I have an African-American woman

         15  on my staff, and that I can't compel people how they

         16  vote.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Okay, folks,

         18  let's save the adult political debate for the

         19  appropriate time. We want to hear from the young

         20  people. You are up.

         21                 ANTHONY: Hi. My name is Anthony, and

         22  I just wanted to say that -- I don't remember her

         23  name, but when she made the point about how they

         24  have outreach programs and some kids just don't

         25  choose to go, that's right, some kids don't choose
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          2  to go, but when the person who was sitting over

          3  there, he left, he said that we shouldn't pump in

          4  money to do it. Well, if you are worried about us

          5  and how you are doing, then shouldn't you put a

          6  little extra money in there maybe to help kids out

          7  for people to have more choices, for kids to have

          8  more choices, to choose to go somewhere? And instead

          9  of taking a budget cut so now you are limiting them

         10  to doing what they want to do, shouldn't there be

         11  outreach to try to get kids to come that maybe are a

         12  little unaware if they want to go or not and maybe

         13  they will come and see if they like it or not.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Okay, thanks very

         15  much.

         16                 If you have spoken on an issue, I am

         17  going to ask you to hold off and let people who

         18  haven't had a chance to speak yet go.

         19                 MR. VACARI: Hi. My name is Antonio

         20  Vacaria with the Liberal Arts Program and SYEP and I

         21  go to Susan Wagner High School.

         22                 I would like to say that this is not

         23  really a race issue, but I can understand where you

         24  are coming from. Because people don't feel

         25  comfortable, they feel like it is only it is a white
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          2  lily community, whatever you said about that. You

          3  probably don't think that but that is what people

          4  think, and that is why people disagree.

          5                 With all due respect to Mayor

          6  Giuliani, I don't think it makes any sense to take

          7  the money away, because we need programs, yes, that

          8  is true, and like Nicole said, they have their own

          9  ability to go to the after school programs, but they

         10  need to be introduced to it and tell how the

         11  advantages and disadvantages are to it, and I

         12  respect all of the teachers, I think they do a good

         13  job too. They make a lot of sense. The teachers do a

         14  lot and they have a lot to do with it, but I think

         15  we should mention it more and have it know more so

         16  everybody can know, because a lot of people are not

         17  familiar with it.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Thank you very

         20  much.

         21                 MS. BEST: Hi. My name is Lonai Best,

         22  and I would like to touch on several points.

         23                 First of all about the Colorado

         24  shooting, and you were stating about the parents.

         25  Parents, they are your parents, right? But they do
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          2  not have control over your mind or anything else. I

          3  am saying, when you disobey your parents, that shows

          4  right there that they don't control you totally and

          5  it can't be the parents' fault that you do something

          6  like that, so it is horrible that the negligence is

          7  the parents' fault. The kid had his own mind. He

          8  went on the Internet and got the bombs or whatever,

          9  it was his fault. He knew exactly what he was doing.

         10                 Another point is about the schools, I

         11  go to Tottenville High School and Tottenville has a

         12  lot  of programs and I am not sure about what

         13  programs they have and that is like a problem

         14  because they don't really tell you like all of the

         15  programs they have because we might get a list

         16  freshman year, but they start so many programs after

         17  that you don't know what you could go through or

         18  whatever, and I, for one, am not going to go through

         19  a program at Tottenville because it is at

         20  Tottenville, and I am saying I live nowhere near

         21  there. I know they have programs at school, but they

         22  should make it other places too because we are on

         23  Staten Island and if you think about it, we have

         24  nowhere to go, and we go to the mall, they end up

         25  stealing or something like that, movies you get
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          2  tired of after awhile, we need to open up more

          3  programs somewhere else.

          4                 MR. POST: My name is Robert Post, I

          5  am from Curtis High School.

          6                 I just want to respond on something

          7  that this lady said over here. When I came here

          8  today, and I got in my car and I drove here, I was

          9  pretty sure this wasn't a racial discussion when I

         10  woke up this morning. And I don't this should turn

         11  into race. I don't care if the Council Members are

         12  white, black, Indian, Chinese, purple, green, I mean

         13  that has got nothing to do with it. And the lily

         14  white community comment, you know, possibly that

         15  could have sparked a racial flare in this

         16  conversation but I don't think we should go there

         17  because I think it doesn't matter.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Thank you very

         19  much.

         20                 Is Samara Hosang. Samara Hosang.

         21                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Excuse me. You

         22  don't understand what this lady is talking about.

         23  She is saying that people think, they don't

         24  understand this because they are turning it into --

         25  they are scared to say things. They are not scared,
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          2  but they don't understand it because they think it

          3  is a racial thing. She is not saying -- she is not

          4  bringing up race, she is saying that is what some

          5  people think. And that is true in some communities

          6  because when you got to schools, you might think --

          7  it has nothing to do with how many people are white

          8  here that have so many things to do, Wagner is a

          9  white school, Tottenville is a white school - that

         10  is what they are talking about. And what they are

         11  trying to say is most of the things to help people

         12  are in the white areas, that is what they are

         13  saying, and what they are saying, the areas they are

         14  in, people don't know of that.

         15                 I understand what he is saying and I

         16  understand what she is saying, they both make sense

         17  and they are both basically saying the same thing.

         18  But what we need to understand is we need to let it

         19  be known that not a lot of people know of it. Like

         20  she even said, there is stuff in the school, she

         21  doesn't even know about the stuff in the school. It

         22  has to be known, let people understand it and what

         23  it is for so you can get help. How can you get help

         24  if you don't know what you are going to have, or

         25  people don't know what they are doing? It makes no
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          2  sense at all.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: I want to mention

          4  something. We had some of the literature outside.

          5  Have any of you ever heard of something called the

          6  Youth Line?

          7                 Raise your hands if you have heard of

          8  the Youth Line. Okay. Let me tell you what that is.

          9  It is a 24-hour phone number for young people, it

         10  gets about 80,000 calls a year, and you can call it

         11  up and find out if there is an athletic program or a

         12  volunteer program or something else right in your

         13  neighborhood. But you can also call up if you need

         14  to talk to another young person, somebody with maybe

         15  some experience about a relationship or maybe that

         16  there is some problems at home, before things get

         17  out of control. So, whether you are looking to do

         18  something positive or you are looking for help in

         19  getting out of something negative, you can call the

         20  New York City Youth Line. The phone number is 800

         21  246-4646. 800 246-4646. And as I say, about 80,000

         22  young people call that phone number every year,

         23  either for help or just to have somebody to talk to.

         24  800 246-4646 for the New York City Youth Line.

         25                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Wait. You said
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          2  80,000. Eighty-thousand compared to how many

          3  millions out there. Eighty-thousand is not a lot. I

          4  don't even know of the Youth Line and I am sure a

          5  lot of people--

          6                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: That is why I

          7  just told you.

          8                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: You just told

          9  me. This is when it is too late. This is when it is

         10  too late. You don't say I just told you, because I

         11  could have just killed somebody and you are telling

         12  me now and that is not going to help me. People

         13  should know.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Over here.

         15                 MS. LATAJONE: Hi. I want to comment

         16  on what she said about --

         17                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: What is your

         18  name?

         19                 MS. LATAJONE: Joanne Latajone. I am

         20  from Tottenville High School.

         21                 She said Tottenville and Wagner are

         22  known as white schools, but then again, anyone on

         23  Staten Island is allowed to go to Tottenville and

         24  Wagner. Just like the girl said right there, she

         25  goes to Tottenville because she doesn't live
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          2  anywhere near there, so it is the people's choice to

          3  go to what school they want to go to, not the

          4  school's choice. We have it open for anyone, that is

          5  all I am saying.

          6                 MR. DIGGS: I would like to comment on

          7  that --

          8                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: What is your

          9  name?

         10                 MR. DIGGS: My name is Duo.

         11                 I wanted to go to Tottenville in my

         12  freshman year and they didn't accept me, and I am

         13  not going to get into that.

         14                 The point is that I am proud to live

         15  in Staten Island. I know I am getting the best

         16  education in the rest of the City schools, and I

         17  used to go to City school in Brooklyn and it is

         18  pretty worse (sic) out there. At least you don't

         19  have to worry about getting shot at every day or get

         20  stabbed or something else. The worst thing that will

         21  happen is, you know, there is a fight with gangs and

         22  stuff, but the point is that it is not a black and

         23  white issue, it is the best education and where you

         24  are getting the best education.

         25                 And as far as activities, I go to
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          2  Port Richmond, and there are really no activities. I

          3  have to drive all the way out here to New Dorp for

          4  my beacon thing.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Thank you.

          6                 Listen, I am going to ask you if you

          7  have spoken before, please give other people a

          8  chance to do that, because we want to hear from as

          9  many people as possible.

         10                 Over here we are going to do one,

         11  two, but I want to call on a couple of names of the

         12  people who did sign up to speak. Is Samira Hosang

         13  here?

         14                 How about Dolly Homer.

         15                 Nicole Stambolis. Come up to the

         16  mics.

         17                 I am going to call one more name,

         18  Anthony Portelli. So we will go one up here and then

         19  we will do the rest.

         20                 MS. EBANKS: Hi. My name is Salina

         21  Ebanks, I am a student at Curtis High School. I have

         22  been listening for the past 20 minutes and I realize

         23  about the issue of programs at schools, and I know

         24  how everyone got into the issue of racial whatever,

         25  and Tottenville is a white school and this is a
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          2  black school. Well, the issue is that Tottenville,

          3  you will have to admit that Tottenville does have,

          4  or New Dorp does have more programs here than Curtis

          5  High School or Port Richmond, but the fact is that I

          6  heard from a little birdie that the City is giving

          7  vouchers to private schools which is making public

          8  schools also the minority schools less poor in

          9  education-wise and we don't have programs.

         10                 In order just to get like a fun thing

         11  that we want to do, like my school, we want a drill

         12  team. We can't have a drill team because there is

         13  not enough funds for that, but why can't we have

         14  like funds just to pay for a little thing to keep us

         15  off the street, something we want to do? But yet

         16  there are private schools that have thousands of

         17  dollars and don't want to just share a little bit of

         18  the money? I didn't want to get into the issue of

         19  Tottenville having more programs, it is just that

         20  Curtis,

         21  Tottenville or Port Richmond just has less.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Thank you very

         23  much.

         24                 Over here.

         25                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Hi. Basically
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          2  what I wan to say is, there are programs out there

          3  but people, some people don't take them seriously.

          4  Like they go into a program they are not used to

          5  being in so they take it as a jolt. They be in there

          6  and they find out they don't like the program. If

          7  you can't stick it out through the whole thing, then

          8  you are not worthy to be in our program. Some people

          9  take it as a jolt or as a little game, or they don't

         10  really want to get their life together. That's what

         11  I have to say.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Thank you very

         13  much.

         14                 Yes.

         15                 MS. HAMER: My name is Dolly Hamer, I

         16  come here to New Dorp. I have listened to everything

         17  everybody has said here tonight, and everybody is

         18  quick to point fingers at everybody else, like with

         19  the Littleton shooting - everybody is saying, oh, it

         20  is because they wear this, it is because they listen

         21  to this music, it is the parents' fault they didn't

         22  catch it. And you know, all of these programs that

         23  are supposed to be available to us, they are

         24  available to us but it doesn't help if nobody tells

         25  us that they are here.
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          2                 I heard by word of mouth of certain

          3  youth programs. And you tell us just now with the

          4  phone number what a small group of people, there are

          5  thousands and millions of people that do not find

          6  out about these things. They don't know that they

          7  are here for them.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Thank you very

          9  much.

         10                 Over here.

         11                 MS. STAMBOLIS: I am Nicole Stambolis,

         12  I go to Totteville. I have been listening to what

         13  everybody is saying and everything that was said

         14  here was pretty much I learned from a youth program,

         15  about the hot line, about everything that was going

         16  on between information and everywhere you could get

         17  information, and I don't understand why you want to

         18  cut money from it then. If this is where kids go to

         19  get information and are able to be aware of what is

         20  going on, then what is going to happen when you cut

         21  money?

         22                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Thank you very

         23  much.

         24                 Is Anna Fiorentino here? And Bobby

         25  Lynch.
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          2                 MS. FIORENTINO: Yes. I have heard

          3  there is a proposal, a needle exchange program, and

          4  I have to say I am very opposed to it. I think that

          5  a program like that will only increase drug use. And

          6  I think the people that are for it have to

          7  understand that America's youth, you have to tell

          8  them just say no. You are going to have a program

          9  that tells drug users to go get needles? What kind

         10  of message is that sending?

         11                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Thank you very

         12  much.

         13                 Hang on one second, Bobby.

         14                 MS. DVORSKI: I just want to comment.

         15  I am the student president at New Dorp, and I want

         16  to tell you --

         17                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: What's your name?

         18                 MS. DVORSKI: Julie Dvorski.

         19                 I busted my you know what every day

         20  trying to get students involved and if kids can sit

         21  here from this school and say they don't know about

         22  this, they have to open their eyes, because there

         23  are tons of students, if you go to a senior council

         24  meeting there are 50 students. Do you know what that

         25  is to get 50 students? Students here or any school,
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          2  you have to pay attention. You have to open your

          3  eyes. Because I stand here and I know about what is

          4  going on, not just in my school but in schools all

          5  over the island. If you are willing and you really,

          6  really want to know, you will make yourself know and

          7  you will make yourself go out there because high

          8  school, I remember my parents telling me, the high

          9  school used to be like the center of the community,

         10  and if you say you are far away from our community,

         11  there has to be some kind of school close to your

         12  community, and school should be opened with programs

         13  where students can go to that school, even they

         14  don't attend it normally, to all hours of the night,

         15  and there will be programs there, and if kids don't

         16  want to take it, that is their problem, not my

         17  problem, or your problem. You have to take. There is

         18  tons of stuff out there, you have to go and take

         19  what is out there.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Thank you very

         21  much.

         22                 Bobby.

         23                 MR. LYNCH: I agree what he said

         24  before, just because New Dorp is open until 11:00

         25  every night, it doesn't mean every school is. My
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          2  school, we get out of school at 2:30 and it is shut

          3  down by 3:00. And there is no programs available for

          4  the kids in my school and just because it is an

          5  elementary school doesn't mean that kids are not

          6  afraid of things like Colorado.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Thank you very

          8  much.

          9                 By the way, I want to mention that we

         10  talked a little bit about this budget thing, and the

         11  City Council negotiates that with the Mayor, and

         12  while the Mayor is not here now he will be on the

         13  island later on tonight. He does have one of his

         14  staff members here who is taking notes on this. And

         15  I think it is fair to say that when the Mayor gets

         16  to the Island later on, he is going to hear an

         17  earful about what you all had to say today, so that

         18  is how important it is what you are doing.

         19                 Over on this side.

         20                 If you spoke before, please, I am

         21  going to ask you as a courtesy to everybody else, we

         22  will try to get as many in as we can and when we get

         23  to the end we will have a second round, but, please,

         24  if you have spoken before, I would ask you to let

         25  somebody else speak, okay? How about on this side?
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          2                 DANIELLE: Okay, I just want to say

          3  that my name is Danielle, and I am from the New York

          4  City Youth Line, and you have got -- you keep

          5  talking about how you all don't know about the

          6  number and you all just heard about it. Well, I find

          7  that hard to believe because we run that number over

          8  all of the major networks and all of the major radio

          9  stations, HOT 97, WBLS, 98.7, so unless you guys

         10  don't watch TV or listen to the radio, I find it

         11  hard to believe that you all don't know about the

         12  New York City Youth Line. And it is up to you guys

         13  to take advantage of the resources that we have.

         14                 Now, we have given our information

         15  out there on the tables, but I see a lot of you

         16  turning your noses up and turning your heads away

         17  from me, so how are you all supposed to be

         18  introduced to anything unless you all wanted to

         19  accept it?

         20                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Thank you very

         21  much.

         22                 I just want to call some of the names

         23  of people who signed up.  Yunus Moyd. Roseanne

         24  Brahu. Hasmat Latif. Frank Sanabria. These are the

         25  people who signed up before that had something to
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          2  say.

          3                 If your name hasn't been called yet,

          4  and you still want to speak, why don't you come up.

          5                 ANTHONY: Hi. My name is Anthony. Just

          6  before, and I don't know her name who said this, but

          7  to cut back on the needle exchanging needles, but

          8  there is just one thing, people, just because you

          9  can't get, you can't exchange needles doesn't mean

         10  automatically they are going to stop. They are going

         11  to keep on doing it, they are going to use a dirty

         12  or infected needles, so now let's just say they get

         13  AIDS or they are HIV infected now, they are not

         14  going to know right away so they are going to give

         15  the needle to someone else and then someone else and

         16  pretty soon you are going to have a whole group of

         17  people with AIDS just because you wouldn't exchange

         18  a couple of needles.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: I want to ask

         20  you, I want to ask you a question, this is something

         21  that we have asked at all of these speakouts, a

         22  series of questions.

         23                 Raise your hands if you know where to

         24  buy drugs, if you could go out and score raise your

         25  hands.
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          2                 By the way, I know there are a lot of

          3  kids that are a little bit concerned about coming

          4  forward and telling the cops about drug dealing or

          5  in the schools or in their neighborhoods, but if you

          6  want to tell one of our staff people we can pass

          7  that information on unanimously.

          8                 Raise your hands if there are drugs

          9  sold in your school.

         10                 Raise your hands if you know where to

         11  buy cigarettes. You are under 18 years old, you are

         12  not supposed to be able to buy cigarettes.

         13                 Raise your hands if you know where to

         14  buy beer or wine and get some other kind of liquor

         15  in your neighborhood.

         16                 Raise your hands if you could buy a

         17  gun. Do you think you could go out and buy a gun? Or

         18  do you know somebody that has a gun illegally? Raise

         19  your hands.

         20                 I think that is a good illustration

         21  of some of the serious problems we have, the serious

         22  problems that we have.

         23                 Okay, somebody down here at the end

         24  wanted to speak?

         25                 MS. COLELLO: Okay, for the question
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          2  that the kid just brought up about the Needle

          3  Exchange Program -- my name is Mary Colello, and I

          4  currently go to New Dorp High School. I feel that I

          5  am opposed to the program. I feel that the City is

          6  supporting their bad habit and they know what they

          7  are doing is illegal and they should realize the

          8  outcomes of their bad habit.

          9                 And there are places on Staten Island

         10  where they could go, Staten Island University

         11  Hospital has a drug detox program.

         12                 There are things out there for these

         13  drug users, but they are choosing, the City is

         14  choosing to promote their habit and just making it

         15  safer for them. Why should you promote this bad

         16  habit and making it safer for people who use

         17  needles? If they know that it is wrong, and they

         18  know there habits are wrong, and they are going to

         19  exchange their needles, they should just go for

         20  help.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Somebody else?

         22                 MR. ROSA: Good evening, everybody. My

         23  name is Steven Rosa, and I am with the Camelot

         24  Counseling Center, a residential facility in Port

         25  Richmond, and I just want to speak on what she said.
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          2                 I was a drug user, I was involved

          3  with a lot of violence, I was involved with a lot,

          4  and with the budget cut they are not doing nothing

          5  but taking away the help that these people out here

          6  need.

          7                 When I was out there I wasn't around

          8  anything but negativity until I got arrested myself

          9  and then they sent me to Day Top, and I got kicked

         10  out of there, and now I am in Camelot and now I

         11  realize what I need in life, and I am glad I got a

         12  natural high just from my family being proud of me.

         13                 MIKE: Good evening, you all. My name

         14  is Mike and I am from the Island as well. In line

         15  with what Steve was saying, he is right about

         16  cutting the residential treatment. I went upstate

         17  for two years and what that taught me is if you want

         18  to be a better criminal you have to deal with more

         19  criminals and you get more ideas on how to commit

         20  crime.

         21                 Now, Camelot, since like that it has

         22  given me the chance to make changes in life, it's

         23  like a total turn around from the person that you

         24  once were. So if the treatment centers are cut, the

         25  alternative is jail, there is just nothing better
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          2  coming out of that.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Let me ask you,

          4  Michael, do you think that you could have turned

          5  your life around without being in the program?

          6                 MIKE: It is possible.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Okay.

          8                 Principal Diangelos, you wanted to

          9  share something with us? We will give you a special

         10  permission, because it is your building, to talk

         11  with us, even though I am not sure you qualify as a

         12  kid anymore, but close.

         13                 PRINCIPAL DIANGELOS: I just want to

         14  address the many issues that came up about

         15  Tottenville having programs and New Dorp having

         16  programs. I have to tell you that as a principal,

         17  every principal has a right to create clubs, teams,

         18  and activities for students after school, but I have

         19  to tell you that in order for us to invest the money

         20  that is in the budget, we have to know that students

         21  want to be involved.

         22                 A program cannot run for one or two

         23  or three students. Every single building in the City

         24  of New York has a student union. You have a union

         25  that speaks for you and sits on all the leadership
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          2  panels of all of the schools in this City.

          3                 You need to bring your thoughts to

          4  your causer advisor, and I am sure many of you know

          5  what the word causer means, but it is your student

          6  council organization you need to bring your thoughts

          7  for clubs, for activities, for teams, for

          8  performances, to that person and that person will

          9  represent you to the principal so that you can have

         10  these activities in your building also. But there

         11  has to be participation in order for a program to

         12  run.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Thank you very

         14  much.

         15                 Over here. We will go to the other

         16  side.

         17                 MR. SATTEN: My name is Joshua Satten,

         18  I go to Curtis High School and I also live in Manus

         19  Harbor, and I can tell you I don't understand how

         20  you can generalize every Staten Island school,

         21  saying that every single one has programs.

         22                 I live in Manus Harbor, P.S. 44, P.S.

         23  21, Port Richmond High School, they have no

         24  programs. They should but you said they did, and

         25  they don't.
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          2                 MS. DVORSKI: I didn't say they did

          3  have, I said they should have, that schools in every

          4  neighborhood should be open until 11:00. I am

          5  fortunate enough that this school is open until

          6  11:00 at night or whatever, but I am saying that all

          7  schools, not just high schools, elementary schools

          8  should work as a center of a community.  I am not

          9  saying that they are open because I don't know. I am

         10  saying there are a lot of programs in every high

         11  school because I hear about them from other students

         12  involved in them. I am not making this up. I talk to

         13  other presidents of student unions. I go to a

         14  student council meeting where it is called Base of

         15  Student Council, and there are students represented

         16  from every school in Staten Island and some in

         17  Brooklyn and they tell me about things that go on in

         18  the school, I am not making this up, I am just

         19  telling you that it is there and you have to go find

         20  it.

         21                 You want someone to hold your hand

         22  and take you there? It doesn't work like that. If

         23  you want something bad enough in life you have to go

         24  and do it. You can't just sit there.

         25                 MR. SATTEN: How can we do something
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          2  we don't know about?

          3                 MS. DVORSKI: Why don't you know about

          4  it? What school do you go to?

          5                 MR. SATTEN: Curtis High School.

          6                 MS. DVORSKI: Curtis. Stand up. You

          7  too. There has to be something in your school. I

          8  have attended shows at your school. There are

          9  representatives of the Student Council, go to them

         10  and talk to them. Say it, I want to be involved. Go

         11  to my meeting. Don't tell me about programs that go

         12  on in your school. I am just telling you what people

         13  tell me that go to your school.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Let me ask you

         15  this: There are a lot of clubs in school, so if you

         16  can act, you can be in a theater club, or if you can

         17  write maybe you can be on a school newspaper. But

         18  what about things where you just want to have fun?

         19  Like to be able to play ball after school, or maybe

         20  go down to get onto the Internet, or just be in a

         21  safe place to hang out with your friends.

         22                 Raise your hands. I am not talking

         23  about a theme activity, but just basically sort of

         24  supervised fund; how many of you feel that you have

         25  access to those kinds of programs after school? How
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          2  many of you would participate in them if they were

          3  available either in your schools or in your

          4  neighborhoods?

          5                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Actually a

          6  subject I was going to bring up actually pertains to

          7  that subject. Actually I do know her, we are on

          8  Basis Student Advisory Council together, and at the

          9  same time I know Josh, and Josh and I are very

         10  involved in a program that is called Global Kids,

         11  that was very like well attended in our schools, but

         12  because of budget cuts, also it will be more

         13  effective by the 20 million dollar youth service

         14  cut. We lost the program, they took the program from

         15  right under our feet.

         16                 But the Global Kids people have been

         17  nice enough to come when they can on a volunteer

         18  basis to try and teach us, but my question is, since

         19  we are here and we are saying how much we want youth

         20  programs and we need them to be vocalized more, why

         21  do they keep taking them away and keep cutting our

         22  budget?

         23                 MR. SATTEN: We had between 30 and 50

         24  people coming a week to that program and then they

         25  cut it out because they didn't feel like having
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          2  additional funding to keep two people a week. Just

          3  to pay two people to come and supervise us and help

          4  us get involved in our communities and the City.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: I think that is

          6  an excellent question.

          7                 Over here with the sweater wrapped

          8  around you, you are up.

          9                 ERICA: Okay, I go to Tottenville High

         10  School. I am Erica. We have loads of programs, I

         11  know that, but half the time kids won't go to them.

         12  Yes, once in awhile I will go to one of them, I know

         13  half of my friends won't.

         14                 We know the programs are available,

         15  and, yes, it is up to the schools to do something

         16  about it and everything, but I mean, some things

         17  have to start at home. What are parents teaching

         18  their kids? Because I know I learned a lot at home

         19  but I know half the time, my friends, they don't

         20  hear nothing, they just get yelled at. When parents

         21  yell at their kids, that is all they are learning,

         22  to yell right back.

         23                 And like in Colorado, like I know in

         24  fact a lot of times, a lot of those midwest places,

         25  I am not trying to stereotype or anything, but a lot
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          2  of them are the same type of people. Now that is

          3  what the kids are learning, and the parents teach

          4  them only what they want. The parents have to do

          5  something.

          6                 I know for a fact that, yes, I

          7  learned, okay, all this other stuff and everything,

          8  but a lot of parents aren't there for their kids.

          9  And a lot of stuff has to be done in school, but a

         10  lot of it has to be done at home.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Hold on a second,

         12  somebody over here.

         13                 MS. SALERNO: Hello. My name is

         14  Jessica Salerno. I go to Tottenville High School, I

         15  am a senior P leader and the Seamans Society for

         16  Children and Families, and first of all, I just want

         17  to say that without the Seaman Society for Children

         18  and Families, I would be living in a very abusive

         19  home right now.

         20                 And I just want to bring up the

         21  issues about budget cuts. Last year we endured

         22  budget cuts, and you talk about this negotiation

         23  process, and because of the negotiation process, our

         24  community service for youth program was cut, but we

         25  did get the Beacon schools. But now with this $20
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          2  million cut, the beacon schools are going to be

          3  taken away from us.

          4                 And I just want to bring up the point

          5  that it is totally contradicting itself. You give us

          6  these programs and then you make us fight like dogs

          7  to get them back and then you throw out another

          8  program. And once a program is initiated, it takes

          9  time to build up the program, but you don't give us

         10  the time to build up the program, you take it away

         11  before we can build it up.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Council Member

         13  Quinn.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: I just wanted

         15  to ask a question, if anybody could answer it. You

         16  know, the clubs or groups you have at school, can

         17  anybody join them? Do you have to have a certain

         18  average?

         19                 MS. RAND: Yes, my name is Dawn Rand,

         20  I am the Director for Youth Programs and YPIS of

         21  Staten Island, and prior to me working at YPIS I was

         22  working at Curtis High School working specifically

         23  with young people that weren't doing well

         24  academically, they weren't going to school or

         25  whatever, and if they are not maintaining, they were
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          2  not eligible to go to any of the clubs or the other

          3  activities, and a lot of the young people that I

          4  worked with were very interested possibly in joining

          5  the basketball team, the football team, because they

          6  did have those talents. But because they did not

          7  have the academic standards up to par, they were not

          8  able to join.

          9                 So, it is not for everyone.

         10                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: I just want to

         11  say that I really enjoy all of these programs for my

         12  peers and people older than me and everything, but I

         13  don't understand the fact that you have to pay us in

         14  order for us to go. I think we should go there on

         15  our own when we want to learn by ourselves. I don't

         16  think you should have to give us $100 here, $100

         17  there, whatever, just so we can go and learn about

         18  drugs and safe sex or whatever like that. I think

         19  that there should be more kids around here that want

         20  to go because they want to learn about it, and I

         21  mean I appreciate the money and everything because

         22  it's like it brings like  -- it's better, but I --

         23                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: What programs

         24  give you money if you participate?

         25                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Stipends -- I
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          2  don't know, whatever she said.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Okay.

          4                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: I come from the

          5  Seaman Society for Children and Families, whatever,

          6  and they pay me, my last check was $150 to learn

          7  about six weeks of training.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Okay, thank you.

          9  Thanks for telling us you don't think you ought to

         10  get paid. It's okay.

         11                 Most of the programs, let me just say

         12  to you, you get paid as a peer leader -- is that the

         13  program that you are in? You are a peer leader?

         14                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Yes.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Yes. Most of the

         16  programs we are talking about, the after school

         17  programs and the sports programs and things don't

         18  have those kinds of programs. So what you are being

         19  paid for is the kind of extra responsibility that

         20  you take on for participating in the peer leader

         21  program, and that is what it is about.

         22                 Over here.

         23                 LANIA: My name is Lania, and I would

         24  like to comment on what this young lady cane up and

         25  said about they advertise on Hot 97, WBLS or
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          2  whatever, they night advertise it, but it doesn't

          3  necessarily mean people hear it. It doesn't

          4  necessarily mean that everybody listens to Hot 97,

          5  WBLS and whatever like that. And like, you know,

          6  some people might not even listen to radio, but I

          7  don't know, but maybe it's like you could try, but

          8  like, try harder, try harder to do it.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Let's be honest.

         10  How many of you, you know, hanging out one day with

         11  your friends or by yourself and said, gee, I wish

         12  there was something I could do. There is nothing for

         13  me to do?

         14                 All right. Now, how many of you have

         15  got your hands up have said I am going to ask

         16  somebody what I can do?

         17                 Have you ever gone down to your

         18  school? Have you ever gone down to your church, your

         19  synagogue or mosque or said to your parents, is

         20  there a program? Okay, I don't see too many hands

         21  going up.

         22                 And if they said to you, well, how

         23  about going down to the Y, or how about going down

         24  to the youth center, right, the boys club -- are

         25  there any programs like that? Is there a Y on Staten
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          2  Island? Okay, how many of you have gone down to the

          3  Y on Staten Island. Some say there is no Y. Others

          4  say it is because it costs money.

          5                 We will hear from some of you, I want

          6  to hear what you have to say about this. Go ahead.

          7                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: And I also want

          8  to clear you up on a point.

          9                 Okay, my point is stating that I go

         10  to Tottenville and it is far away. I go to

         11  Tottenville because it is supposed to be the best

         12  school on Staten Island. That is one of the main

         13  reasons, okay? Okay, I don't care what you all are

         14  saying, it's supposed to be. Yeah, okay, it's

         15  supposed to be, because you know, you always hear on

         16  the news that it wins these awards or whatever like

         17  that, and it has a lot of programs or whatever like

         18  that, like pre-law or stuff like that. I am not

         19  saying I go that far out just because it is

         20  Tottenville. I mean, I don't go that far out for no

         21  reason at all. I am just stating that you need to

         22  open up programs in every neighborhood, that is what

         23  I am stating.

         24                 MR. STEIN: Thank you. My name is

         25  Daniel Stein, I am a member of the Seaman Society
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          2  for Children and Families, and I wanted to say that

          3  in terms of what many people have been saying about

          4  the fact that we need publicity for these programs,

          5  I could not agree more, and  one of the ways to do

          6  this is to change the viewpoint of all people on

          7  programs like this.

          8                 And I know I see a lot of youth

          9  services and a lot of youth and family services

         10  more, lower economic neighborhoods, and not in

         11  places like Hugenah (phonetic).

         12                 I know that getting one of the Seaman

         13  Society's programs into Tottenville was very hard

         14  and that when we did that it was very hard to get

         15  into the school because the school was not willing

         16  to open up, and in terms of publicity, changing the

         17  paradigm of saying that if it is in a neighborhood

         18  that has a lower economic standard of living, then

         19  change that viewpoint and say that just because a

         20  program is there does not mean that it is a bad

         21  program or it is a program that is just there to fix

         22  drug-users or people that are messed up. It could be

         23  for anyone, and any program anywhere is for everyone

         24  and anyone, not just a run-down neighborhood that

         25  needs programs. And if a program is in a run-down
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          2  neighborhood, anyone should be able to go to that,

          3  and that is the viewpoint that we should all have.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Kids need

          5  programs, not neighborhoods.

          6                 Go ahead.

          7                 NICOLE: I am Nicole from Tottenville

          8  High School, and I want to comment on what Jessica

          9  said. I am in two programs from the Seaman Society,

         10  and since you proposed that you are going to make a

         11  cut, that is like every program that was there, and

         12  especially since we just put the Beacon program,

         13  that will be completely wiped out. And POP, the Peer

         14  Outreach Program, probably will be wiped out too.

         15  And that is where a lot of teenagers go to get off

         16  the streets and hang out and get in trouble.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: I want to ask you

         18  a question. How many of you are 18 years old or

         19  over? If you are 18 raise your hand.

         20                 Okay, if you have your hand up, how

         21  many of you are registered to vote?

         22                 And how many of you voted in the last

         23  election?

         24                 So there is something to bear in

         25  mind, is that we all here, from the Council, we are

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            66

          1  YOUTH SERVICES SPEAKOUT

          2  elected, the Mayor is elected, we need to hear from

          3  voters.

          4                 How many of you before today had

          5  heard about this $20 million cut? How many of you

          6  who have got your hands up have written a letter to

          7  the Mayor asking the Mayor please don't do that?

          8  Well, that is pretty good.

          9                 How many of you learned about the

         10  proposed budget cuts for the first time today?

         11                 Okay. How many of you are going to

         12  write a letter to us or to the Mayor and tell us

         13  whether you think that is a good idea or a bad idea?

         14  Very important. It is very important that we hear

         15  from you. It is very important that we hear from you

         16  and your parents.

         17                 In fact, I have just been handed a

         18  letter from Daniel on that very subject right now.

         19                 Okay, over here in the red.

         20                 NIKKI: My name is Nikki, and I had a

         21  question that all -- like the $20 million budget

         22  cut, all of the representatives, are you the

         23  representative for Staten Island, the one in the red

         24  tie?

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: The mid-island
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          2  portion, yes.

          3                 NIKKI: Did you agree to this when

          4  this idea came up?

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: What the

          6  Councilman tried to explain earlier is that the

          7  Council, traditionally the Council and the Mayor

          8  agree and we reach what is called a consensus

          9  budget. The Mayor proposes his --

         10                 NIKKI: Yes or no. Is that a yes or a

         11  no.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: It means we

         13  haven't voted on it yet.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: I think she is

         15  asking you whether you support putting the money

         16  back.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I do. And let me

         18  just clarify, and I know this is not going to be

         19  terribly popular here, but let me clarify that.

         20                 Historically, well beyond, before

         21  Rudy Giuliani was Mayor, historically unfortunately

         22  Mayors cut things and the City Council restores.

         23                 The City Council has had a staunch

         24  advocate heading its Youth Services Committee, that

         25  was Victor Robles. We have just as talented chair of
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          2  that Committee now in my colleague Ken Fisher.

          3  Historically we have been your best ally. And I, as

          4  the representative in the mid-island area, will

          5  fight to do everything I can to restore that money.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Let's give him a

          7  round of applause for that.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Can I say this?

          9  What we do on our own, we have a portion of money

         10  that each Council member gets and it is called

         11  discretionary dollars, it is not a lot of money. I

         12  will fund things like UAU Camp, I will fund society,

         13  and I fund Camelot and Luke Nasta, we do the little

         14  things. Collectively we have to address the big

         15  issue, and I stand right by my colleague's side in

         16  fighting for that $20 million.

         17                 NIKKI: Not to be mean or anything, so

         18  you do support that they are taking the $20 million?

         19                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: He is supporting

         20  that when we negotiate the budget, the Council

         21  position is that money not be cut.

         22                 NIKKI: No, but you personally.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: He agrees the

         24  money should not be cut, that is what he said.

         25                 NIKKI: But other people, like Mayor
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          2  Giuliani, when they made this decision, they didn't

          3  make it final yet, but where do you go off making

          4  the decision? Not to be rude or anything, but you

          5  are like 20 times older than our age, shouldn't

          6  people like us be there making --

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Is that a hair

          8  joke? Are you making fun of my hairline? It's a

          9  joke.

         10                 NIKKI: I am thinking people like us,

         11  shouldn't you elect people like teenagers that --

         12  because you are making the decisions for us, and if

         13  we could have people that are on our side --

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Well, I think

         15  you are participating in the process right now. And

         16  as the Councilman said, when you do turn 18, you can

         17  participate in the process --

         18                 NIKKI: But no one listens to us. No

         19  one listens to us.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: We are all

         21  listening to you right now.

         22                 NIKKI: Yes, but then it never goes.

         23  It is not everybody. It doesn't go out to everyone.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: The fact is we

         25  are all elected, the people voted us in and most
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          2  recently --

          3                 NIKKI: And the people who elected you

          4  are not us.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: That may be, but

          6  when you get to be -- are you 18?

          7                 NIKKI: No.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Well, as soon as

          9  you are 18, not only are you eligible to vote, but

         10  you are eligible to run. So I expect that a couple

         11  of years from now you will be sitting up here and I

         12  will be out in the audience asking you questions.

         13                 NIKKI: When I am 18, things like this

         14  has nothing to do with me.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Do you think

         16  because I am over 18 it has got nothing to do with

         17  me?

         18                 This has everything to do with

         19  everybody in New York City, and that is why we are

         20  out here today. That is why we are out here today.

         21                 NIKKI: It's not affecting you, it's

         22  affecting us.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: I understand

         24  that. But that is why we are fighting to get you the

         25  money back.
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          2                 You are fighting with the wrong

          3  people I think. I think that you are fighting with

          4  the wrong people. We are all on the same page.

          5                 Over here.

          6                 STILTON: Hi, my name is Stilton. I

          7  have a couple of questions.

          8                 I wanted to go back to the Needle

          9  Exchange, because there were a couple of shady

         10  things said on that subject.

         11                 The way you said, you know, if these

         12  people want help or whatever, they should just go

         13  and get it? It's not that easy. It's not like

         14  saying, oh, I don't think I am going to eat oreos

         15  today, so I am just not gonna.

         16                 Have you ever had a run-in with these

         17  people?

         18                 MS. FIORENTINO: Yes, I have. My

         19  mother works for a drug detox program on the island.

         20                 STILTON: Okay, so then you should

         21  know that these people aren't going to be able to

         22  quit like that. It is not that easy.

         23                 And you also said if they are using

         24  the drugs, you know, they deserve to get AIDS.

         25                 MS. FIORENTINO: No, actually I didn't

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            72

          1  YOUTH SERVICES SPEAKOUT

          2  say that. I said they do know the outcome of using

          3  illegal drugs. But I feel that it is not the City's

          4  responsibility to promote the safety for using

          5  illegal drugs. I personally don't think it is the

          6  City that should promote the drugs. I think they

          7  should have -- which the City provides help for

          8  them, there is rehabilitation help for them, but

          9  they shouldn't provide the safety for using drugs.

         10  That is exactly what I said before.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: We have a

         12  difference of opinion on that.

         13                 Was there another point you wanted to

         14  make?

         15                 STILTON: I also wanted to know if

         16  there was a Mayor's Youth Advisory Committee? And if

         17  not, why not?

         18                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: I think the

         19  answer is there is.

         20                 And if you are interested on getting

         21  more information on that, I suggest that you speak

         22  with Council Member Oddo after we get finished.

         23                 Over here in the yellow.

         24                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Also, I have

         25  been hearing what everyone has been saying and they
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          2  are talking about the drug thing. I smoke

          3  cigarettes, and if there is nothing better for me to

          4  do why am I going to quit? So why people from

          5  addicted to heroin and crack and drugs like that,

          6  why are they just going to stop out of nowhere if

          7  they don't have anything better to do.

          8                 And also they said about programs and

          9  stuff like that. Every Wednesdays I have my

         10  probation meetings, Tuesdays and Thursdays I have

         11  night school, it doesn't even give me time to

         12  interact with certain clubs, because certain clubs,

         13  if you are not there every day you get excluded from

         14  the club because you are not an active member of the

         15  club.

         16                 And also, what about people like me

         17  and my friend Silvia, we have to watch little

         18  brothers and sisters, what are we supposed to do

         19  with them? We have to go home, take our sisters out.

         20  There should be things that we can bring our

         21  siblings with us so they could be active so we could

         22  all be active so we are not sitting at home drinking

         23  and smoking in our house because we have to watch

         24  our little sisters and brothers.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Thank you very
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          2  much.

          3                 Over on this side.

          4                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: About the

          5  budget cut for the $20 million, I have two

          6  questions:

          7                 One, if you take the $20 million,

          8  where would you put it?

          9                 And two, do you actually really need

         10  this because you are supposed to have a surplus just

         11  in case anything happens to protect the City and

         12  whenever they need it. So, unless the surplus is

         13  really low, do you really need to take this $20

         14  million out right now?

         15                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: The Mayor -- this

         16  is not the Council's budget, I just want to be real

         17  clear on that. I think that as far as these $20

         18  million cuts go, all of the Council members up here

         19  are not in support of that. I want to be real clear

         20  on that.

         21                 The Mayor has proposed some new

         22  spending. One of the things the Mayor has proposed

         23  doing is cutting taxes. The Mayor has also proposed

         24  hiring an additional 1,500 police officers.

         25                 The Mayor has proposed adding some
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          2  money for some programs, including the Board of

          3  Education.

          4                 Let me ask you a question: How much

          5  does it take to run New York City? Does anybody know

          6  how much the budget is?

          7                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Eight billion.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Eight billion?

          9  Thirty-five billion dollars. Thirty-five billion

         10  dollars. Now, a lot of that goes for money we

         11  borrow, it goes for welfare payments, it goes for

         12  education, for cops, fire, sanitation, a lot of

         13  services, parks and things, and some of it goes for

         14  health care and then a portion of it goes for youth

         15  services also. So there is some room in the budget.

         16  And you are right, there is a budget surplus this

         17  year and that is exactly the conversation that we

         18  are going to be having with the Mayor.

         19                 We are going to be having other

         20  hearings on this by the way. Every City agency holds

         21  hearings down at City Hall where people can come and

         22  talk about what they think should or should not be

         23  in the budget, and our Youth Services hearing -- do

         24  we have a date for that yet? It will be the first

         25  week in May, May 6th our Committee is going to be
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          2  having hearings at City Hall on the budget. We

          3  expect the Commissioner of Youth Services is going

          4  to come down and explain to us why the Mayor

          5  proposed this and we will have the opportunity to

          6  discuss it at that time.

          7                 So, this is the beginning of the

          8  process, not the end of the process, and there was a

          9  lot that the Mayor proposed in his budget.

         10                 You can come down. I have to tell

         11  you, the hearings are done during the day, that is

         12  one of the reasons that this hearing was scheduled

         13  for the afternoon and the evening, was to give

         14  people the opportunity to come down. But if you are

         15  particularly interested in it, what I suggest you do

         16  is talk with your teachers, talk with your parents,

         17  see if you can arrange to come down. They are

         18  televised on Crosswalks, that is the City's cable TV

         19  station, and I want to mention that Crosswalks is

         20  here today videotaping this hearing, this Youth

         21  Speakout which will be broadcast all over the City

         22  of New York. So you are not just speaking to us and

         23  through us to the entire City Council, but you are

         24  also speaking to everyone who has Crosswalks

         25  available to them.
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          2                 Council Member Robinson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Thank you

          4  very much, Council Member Fisher.

          5                 I just want to say to the young

          6  people, I have another appointment and I will be

          7  leaving. I want to say to you that you are your own

          8  best advocate. What does that mean? That means that

          9  you have to stand up, you have to be counted, you

         10  have to represent yourselves.

         11                 You have heard a lot of information

         12  this evening, a lot of young people have told us

         13  some things that we need to know as well, so that

         14  when we go back to City Hall we sit down with the

         15  information -- not hearsay, but we would have heard

         16  it from each and every one of you, telling us what

         17  your concerns are.

         18                 And, so, you have heard this evening

         19  where you can get further information in terms of

         20  the Youth Line, you need to challenge your

         21  government organization, student council, in terms

         22  of the programs and services, if you don't have

         23  something in your school that you believe needs to

         24  be there, then you need to say to somebody, we need

         25  to have programs and services in this school. Get a
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          2  couple of other people together and begin to

          3  organize. That is what you have to do. If there is

          4  anything that you want to do, you have to get

          5  together with one another and organize.

          6                 There was a time -- if there was a

          7  time when I was raising my family, I am the mother

          8  of six children and I have nine grandchildren, and

          9  what we had to do was, anything that we wanted to do

         10  we had to organize to do that.

         11                 I remember when my children were in

         12  what you call a Head Start Program, and we as

         13  parents wanted to take our children on some special

         14  trips. What we did as parents was, that we began to

         15  sell dinners, we made pie, those kinds of things, to

         16  raise money to take the children on trips.

         17                 You have a lot of resources at your

         18  disposal at your hand, and a lot of adults that are

         19  willing to help you. You have to reach out and touch

         20  -- it is a two-way street as well. You have to

         21  reach out and say to the adults, I need some help. I

         22  need this kind of program. You need to say to your

         23  Council members, I need some help.

         24                 Don't let us off the hook. My

         25  constituents don't let me off the hook, don't let
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          2  your Council Members off the hook, don't let your

          3  principal off the hook, don't let your student

          4  council off the hook, make them serve you. That is

          5  the way you improve the services and you expand the

          6  kind of programs and services that you can have. Not

          7  only here, at New Dorp High School, you can have it

          8  at Tottenville, you can have it at Curtis High

          9  School, and what is that Port Richmond? Port

         10  Richmond High School as well. So, it takes all of us

         11  to make it happen. We are your allies in government.

         12  Know that the City Council is elected from the

         13  people, and therefore we are your allies, we support

         14  you. And any time that you come down to City Hall

         15  you will see the people that represent you. All of

         16  us, even though we don't live on Staten Island, we

         17  make decisions on the Youth budget.

         18                 So, you need to watch us and see what

         19  we are doing. Even when you get to be 18 years of

         20  age and you are registered to vote, then you can

         21  make a decision and then you call up your elected

         22  officials and say to them, I didn't like the

         23  decision that you made and I am registered to vote

         24  and the next time I will be able to make my own

         25  decision about you.
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          2                 Thank you very much.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: I just want to

          4  make a couple of housekeeping announcements.

          5                 One is that there were a couple of

          6  young people who came in recently who signed up

          7  slips to testify. I want you to know, we decided to

          8  do things on a first come first served basis, so

          9  Vasheena and Richard Dryden and Denmark Johnson, if

         10  you haven't spoken yet, come up to the microphones

         11  and we will get to you.

         12                 Also, we are going to have to break

         13  in about 20 minutes, so what we would ask you to do

         14  is, if you have spoken before, think twice about

         15  whether you want to come up again. If you have

         16  something to say, make your point, so we can hear

         17  from as many people as possible.

         18                 So, over here and we will go back and

         19  forth.

         20                 The young people who are sitting with

         21  us on the panel, if you have something that you want

         22  to say, just try and catch my eye and we will pass

         23  the mics to you also.

         24                 MR. VACARIO: Hi. My name is Antonio

         25  Vacario, I go to Ryden High School.
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          2                 First of all, I would like to go back

          3  into the school issue and I would like to give my

          4  regards to the people in Colorado, and what I am

          5  trying to say is that with the Regents, you know,

          6  the Regents exam, if they want less drop-outs and

          7  more people to go into the school, why are they

          8  making it harder for us? I don't understand that. A

          9  lot of people are not going to graduate because they

         10  did not pass the English or for whatever Regents,

         11  why are they making it harder, instead of making

         12  better school education?

         13                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Let me ask you a

         14  question about that.

         15                 The theory is that if we don't expect

         16  much of kids we are not going to get much out of

         17  them. But if we tell kid we expect a lot of them,

         18  you are smart enough and strong enough to be able to

         19  rise to the occasion; now what is wrong with that?

         20                 MR. VACARIO: Excuse me? I don't

         21  understand what you said.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: What I am saying

         23  is, look, you set the bar, you know, if you set a

         24  basket low, then nobody puts the effort into making

         25  the basket. If you put the basket up higher over
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          2  your head, you have to work to be able to get it,

          3  but if you practice hard enough sooner or later you

          4  will make it.

          5                 Now, what they are saying is that we

          6  set the bar so low for kids that we made it too easy

          7  and kids aren't getting enough out of their

          8  education. If we expect more from them, you will do

          9  more.

         10                 MR. VACARIO: I understand that. But

         11  if the bar is down here, then you make it a little

         12  higher. You don't make it humugus so people cannot

         13  jump over it. You have to teach these kids. Some

         14  kids are being stranded, they are not even going to

         15  graduate, because they were surprised with this

         16  test. They made everybody take it up in January,

         17  even the school officials know students cannot

         18  graduate with this. And I give applause to them for

         19  trying to help them, but I don't understand them

         20  trying to make it so high -- I mean, you should go

         21  step by step, you can't just jump from here to here,

         22  because they are not going to graduate, a lot of

         23  people are not going to graduate. I have to sit home

         24  and study and I have no time to do nothing but study

         25  because I want to graduate high school and I want to
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          2  be somebody and I think everybody here wants to be

          3  somebody but making that like that, it is going to

          4  be very difficult for anybody to do anything, and I

          5  think you should try and just help them, you know,

          6  don't jump it up like that, I don't think it makes

          7  any sense.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Thank you very

          9  much.

         10                 MR. JOHNSON: My name is Denmark. I go

         11  to Curtis High School. I have a question. Was the

         12  Mayor invited to this?

         13                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Traditionally we

         14  don't invite the Mayor but we do invite somebody

         15  from his staff. There is somebody from his staff who

         16  is here and has been at all of our youth speakouts

         17  and reports back to the Mayor.

         18                 The Mayor will be at PS 56 tonight,

         19  so it is at 8:00, I think the doors open at 7:30, so

         20  if you want to say something to the Mayor, you will

         21  have your chance, he will be on Staten Island

         22  tonight. This is a Council hearing.

         23                 MR. JOHNSON: Where is PS 56?

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: You take Hylan

         25  Boulevard down to Ugonott Avenue (phonetic). You
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          2  make a right on Ugonott and then you make a left

          3  onto Woodrow.

          4                 MR. JOHNSON: And why are they giving

          5  more money to cops so they can arrest the teenagers

          6  for smoking weed or something, because if we had

          7  more money for basketball or something after school

          8  or late at night we wouldn't be outside smoking weed

          9  or getting drunk and we wouldn't be getting arrested

         10  all before generation X are called because we smoke

         11  weed because we have nothing else to do? If we were

         12  able to play basketball or something, we wouldn't be

         13  outside smoking weed. That's all I have to say.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Thank you very

         15  much.

         16                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: He brought up a

         17  very good point and that is what I wanted to speak

         18  on. I was just reading the newspaper and there were

         19  about 400 cops enrolled and now there is 1,300 and I

         20  just want to know that the $20 million budget cut,

         21  are they going to them?

         22                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: No, there are

         23  even more cops on top of that.

         24                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Exactly. So why

         25  is he seeking more cops? I mean, instead of paying
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          2  for the activities that we are doing, we could be

          3  having more activities. I mean, come on now.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Okay.

          5                 Over here. Please, I think what I am

          6  going to have to do is this, because we are running

          7  out of time. If you are on-line now we are going to

          8  try and get you in, but I think we are going to have

          9  to break it after that.

         10                 So, why don't you go first and we

         11  will go back and forth. We have about eight people

         12  up here and that will about run out the clock on us.

         13                 MELISSA: The way you say that it

         14  isn't possible --

         15                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: What is your

         16  name?

         17                 MELISSA: My name is Melissa.

         18                 The way that you say it is impossible

         19  for us to find out, not to find out about groups

         20  that are in school, some of the groups, we know

         21  about them but they are during school, and the way

         22  you complained that we don't learn enough, they are

         23  during our school time for us to learn, and there is

         24  nothing after school for us to do. That is why there

         25  is more people on the streets than in the groups and
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          2  you say that it is our fault that it is us that

          3  don't want to go.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: I didn't say

          5  that. We are here to listen, I think that was some

          6  of your peers who said that.

          7                 MELISSA: It is not exactly to you, it

          8  is just certain people that think that it is our

          9  fault that we don't want to go, but it is just that

         10  they are during school and we have to learn that we

         11  have got to be in there.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Do you think

         13  after school programs would be a help?

         14                 Don't panic, that is the night school

         15  bell.

         16                 Okay, thanks very much. Over here.

         17                 MS. McGRATH: The two of us have a

         18  joint opinion. My name is Pamela McGrath.

         19                 MS HAMER: Dolly Hamer. We both go

         20  here at New Dorp.

         21                 I would just like to say that, you in

         22  that striped tie, that was the stiffest political

         23  statement I have ever heard. We do need a youth

         24  representative because the problems and issues

         25  change for teenagers year by year. It doesn't always
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          2  stay the same. Once you have that, you can't go back

          3  and say well it was the same for me, because it

          4  wasn't, things change.

          5                 MS. McGRATH: And also, I was thinking

          6  that if these political people are so for the youth

          7  programs, why are you still cutting money from them?

          8  That is the only question I have.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Because the

         10  proposals come from the Mayor, not from us.

         11                 MS. McGRATH: But if he is so for

         12  these programs, why cut them?

         13                 MS. HOMER: I think what they are

         14  saying, they came up to an agreement on it, not that

         15  they agree to it but they had to come to come

         16  agreement.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: We have agreed to

         18  oppose it.

         19                 We are against the cuts, we are for

         20  the spending. The Mayor has proposed the spending.

         21  We are saying to the Mayor don't do that, we need

         22  these programs, we want you to say that to the Mayor

         23  also.

         24                 Over on this side, over here.

         25                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: I want to say
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          2  something that I heard about Giuliani taking away

          3  schools, building less schools and more prisons.

          4  That is how we can make kids not want to go to

          5  school because there aren't going to be enough

          6  schools. That is like taking away a piece of candy

          7  from a baby and putting a cigarette on the table.

          8  What is he going to do? Grab the cigarette.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Thank you.

         10                 Over here.

         11                 MR. BURST: My name is Rob Burst from

         12  Curtis.

         13                 There are two things: I know we are

         14  talking about after school programs and money

         15  spending and this and that, now this doesn't solve

         16  all of the problems but I think that it is really

         17  free and anyone can do it, it is called community

         18  service, and I think maybe a lot of people should

         19  concentrate on helping the community and maybe the

         20  community can do more for you.

         21                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: What he is

         22  saying about community service, every neighborhood

         23  has a hospital, every neighborhood has an elderly

         24  home that you can go to and volunteer your time. If

         25  people are saying they have no place to go, if you
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          2  are really that serious about -- it's not getting

          3  help, if you are really serious about doing

          4  something after school because you don't want to be

          5  home, you don't like being home, there are places

          6  for you to go to, whether you want to go to them or

          7  not, that is the problem.

          8                 MR. BURST: Also, one more question

          9  just real quick. I am also part of a student

         10  advisory committee, or council, whatever you want to

         11  use, and the Mayor and the Superintendent and the

         12  Chancellor have all of these people that meet for

         13  him, but he never shows up. He showed up once and he

         14  was there for four or five minutes. And we are there

         15  to speak for us so he can hear us.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Okay. As I said,

         17  the Mayor will be here later on today.

         18                 Over here and then we are going to

         19  have to just take the people who are at the mics.

         20                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: I just want to

         21  reflect on what this gentleman just said about the

         22  community service.

         23                 As I said before, because of the

         24  budget cuts a lot of people lost out on doing

         25  community service.  For this community they cut a
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          2  program called community service for youth, and

          3  there was about 50 youth outreaching to the

          4  community and now they are threatening to cut even

          5  more students that are outreaching to the community.

          6                 So, going back to the budget cuts, if

          7  you cut this money that is like cutting the

          8  community because the money helps us outreach to the

          9  community.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: I think a lot of

         11  that money goes for supervising for the adults to

         12  supervise to make sure that the kids are most

         13  effective when they do volunteer.

         14                 Over here.

         15                 MS. DOUGHTY: My name is Vasheena, I

         16  am from Society for Children and Families.

         17                 I would like to comment on how each

         18  side is addressing each other. We really don't need

         19  to be attacking these people that are up here and

         20  they don't need to get so defensive because they are

         21  all on the same side. There is no reason for either

         22  side to attack each other because if we are all for

         23  the same thing, us yelling at them is not going to

         24  want to make them do any more for us. So, I think

         25  what we need to do is get a whole new attitude about
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          2  this whole thing.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Thank you very

          4  much.

          5                 Okay, both of you over here.

          6                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: That is what I

          7  was going to comment on. When does it become an

          8  attack-the-Council-member, attack-the-teacher

          9  ceremony? It is not about that.

         10                 About the Regents, yes, they jumped

         11  the RCTs. There are tutoring programs, teachers who

         12  are willing to teach you, why blame it on the

         13  teachers? I go to New Dorp, I live in the Bronx now

         14  and I choose to come to New Dorp every day, and

         15  these teachers in the school help me to stay in

         16  school, even though I live in the Bronx. These other

         17  teachers, they help me. I have a tutor, they are

         18  allowing me to graduate. I am not out in the

         19  streets. If you say if you have nothing to do you

         20  are going to smoke weed and take drugs, learn to do

         21  a backflip or something. Don't take drugs.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: All right. Thank

         23  you very much.

         24                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Sunday Staten

         25  Island Advance published something called Guide '99,
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          2  for kids who say there is nothing to do, it's about

          3  this thick, very voluminous. About 100 pages wide,

          4  okay? Now, it lists all the museums, libraries,

          5  parks, these things all are free, they don't cost

          6  any money, you just walk right in. What is the

          7  problem? You are always saying there is nothing for

          8  me to do. Go play basketball at the park, play

          9  racquetball, go to a museum, go open a book and

         10  read. Okay, it might sound cheezy, but, hey, it is

         11  something to do.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Thank you very

         13  much.

         14                 Over here.

         15                 MS. EBANKS: Salina Ebanks, I go to

         16  Curtis High School.

         17                 I just want to elaborate on the drug

         18  issue that she was talking about. I don't think the

         19  City is promoting giving needles, I just think that

         20  you have to realize that no one, like, I, myself, I

         21  am only 16 years old, I have dreams and goals, I

         22  don't think any of them are to become a drug addict,

         23  I don't think I want to be a crackhead on the corner

         24  of a street and smoking weed and sell it or buy it.

         25  You have to realize that this does happen in our
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          2  society and that if the City is not going to help

          3  these poor -- I can be 18 years old, three years

          4  from now I can be on crack, who is going to help me?

          5  I have to realize I have to help myself. You all

          6  have to realize that the City or whoever, there is

          7  something out there to help you.

          8                 I don't think that the City should

          9  promote it and give the needles, just say, here,

         10  take the needles. I don't want to bring AIDS around,

         11  but you have to think, I don't know the standards of

         12  the program but there should be a program there that

         13  says you have to join this program in order to get

         14  clean needles, if you want to help yourself then

         15  this is what you have to do.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON FISHER: Thank you very

         17  much.

         18                 I want to ask you a question. How

         19  many of you think that today was just a waste of

         20  time?

         21                 How many of you think this was a good

         22  idea, for you to have the chance to come down here

         23  to be heard? Well, thank you very much.

         24                 Now, let's thank the people who made

         25  this possible. First and foremost, Principal Deidre
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          2  Diangeles. Let's give her a big round of applause

          3  for making the building available to us and for

          4  sitting through this. Thank you very much.

          5                 The superintendent at Basis High

          6  School District 31 is Nicholas Coletto. The

          7  Assistant Principal for Administration, Ron Mengano.

          8  We want to thank the custodian engineer, Dennis

          9  Graves, and also Denise from the Custodial Services

         10  Department.

         11                 From our own City Council Staff, all

         12  of the staff members of the Council, we want to

         13  thank all of you, and from my own office, our

         14  producer, Steve Anderson.

         15                 Al Mullen, there is the guy from the

         16  Mayor's Office, let's thank him for sitting through

         17  this. We are counting on him to take the message

         18  back to the Mayor, he will take the message back to

         19  the Mayor.

         20                 Thank you all for coming tonight.

         21                 (Hearing concluded at 6:00 p.m.)

         22

         23

         24

         25
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