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Topic I: New York City Civil Service Commission – (Mayoral nominee for appointment upon advice and consent of the Council)

· José Maldonado [M – 942]

New York City Charter (“Charter”) § 813 (d) provides for a Civil Service Commission (“CSC”) to hear and determine appeals by any person aggrieved by an action of the Commissioner of the New York City Department of Citywide Administrative Services (“DCAS”).
   CSC may affirm, modify or reverse such action or determination.  Any such appeal is taken by application in writing to CSC within thirty days after the action or determination appealed from.  CSC is also vested with the powers and responsibilities of a municipal civil service commission under New York Civil Service Law § 26.  Moreover, CSC is authorized to promulgate rules of procedure, including rules establishing time schedules, for authorized hearings and determinations.
   CSC, upon its own initiative, or upon request of the Mayor, Council or DCAS Commissioner, has the power and duty to conduct reviews, studies or analyses of the administration of personnel in the city, including classification of titles by the DCAS Commissioner.  [Charter § 813(e).]  CSC is also required to prepare and transmit directly to the Mayor departmental estimates.  The Mayor includes these proposed appropriations for CSC as a separate agency in the preliminary and executive budgets to assure sufficient funding for CSC to fulfill the obligations assigned to it by the Charter or other law.  [Charter § 813 (b).]

CSC consists of five members, not more than three of whom may be members of the same political party.
   The members of CSC are appointed by the Mayor from a list of nominations provided by a six member Screening Committee,
 of whom four members are appointed by the Mayor and two by the Municipal Labor Committee.  The Screening Committee submits the list of nominees upon the occurrence of a vacancy on CSC, or at least three months prior to the expiration of the term of an incumbent member.  [Charter  § 813(b).]

Members of CSC are appointed to six-year terms, and may be removed from office in the manner provided for the members of a municipal Civil Service Commission outlined in the New York State Civil Service Law.  The Mayor designates a member of CSC as Chair and Vice Chair, respectively, for one-year terms.  Members are reimbursed on a per-diem basis for attendance at regularly scheduled meetings and hearings of CSC.  [Charter § 813 (a).]  According to the New York City Payroll Management System, the Chair receives $ 387.17 per-diem, while the Vice Chair and the remaining members each receive $ 355.50 per-diem.  

CSC appoints a Counsel, who may not be employed or retained by another City agency, and may appoint a Secretary and such other subordinates as may be necessary, within the appropriation therefor.  [Charter § 813(c).]

If appointed, Mr. Maldonado, a resident of Brooklyn, and a registered member of the Democratic Party, will succeed Stephanie Kupferman, who has been serving as a holdover since March 21, 2003.  Mr. Maldonado will be eligible to complete the remainder of a six-year term, which began on March 22, 2003 and expires on March 21, 2009.  A copy of Mr. Maldonado’s résumé and report/resolution is annexed to this briefing paper.            
Topic II: New York City Voter Assistance Commission – (Council candidate for re-appointment by the Council)

· Jane C. Kalmus [Pre-considered M]

  
The New York City Voter Assistance Commission (“VAC”) was created to advise all appropriate officials on matters relating to voter registration and voter participation in New York City. [Charter section 1054(a).]
Membership on VAC includes the First Deputy Mayor, or if there is no First Deputy Mayor, such other Deputy Mayor as the Mayor shall designate to serve
; the Director of the Office of Management and Budget; the President of the Board of Education
; the Public Advocate; the Executive Director of the Board of Elections; the Corporation Counsel and the Chair of the Campaign Finance Board.  In addition to these ex-officio members, VAC membership also consists of nine other members, three appointed by the Mayor and six appointed by the City Council.  The Charter provides that these nine members be broadly representative of: (1) groups under-represented in the General Elections; (2) community voter registration, civil rights and disabled groups; and (3) the business community.  The head of VAC is elected by the members of the Commission from among its 16 members.  Members of VAC serve without compensation for three-year terms.  [Charter section 1054(a).] 
   

The Charter provides that VAC shall appoint, upon nomination of the Mayor, a Coordinator of Voter Assistance.  With the advice and assistance of the Coordinator, VAC: (1) monitors the performance of the voter assistance program; (2) makes recommendations to the Mayor, the Council, the Borough Presidents and the Board of Elections for steps that could and should be taken by such officials or bodies or by City agencies to encourage and facilitate voter registration and voting by city residents who are eligible to vote; (3) undertakes, by itself, or in cooperation with other public or private entities, activities intended to encourage and facilitate voter registration and voting; (4) receives and reviews the annual report of the coordinator, and together with such comments as the VAC deems necessary and appropriate, forwards copies of such report to the Mayor, the Council, the Borough Presidents, and all other elected public officials with responsibilities for policies, programs and appropriations related to voter registration and voting, and to private entities that are currently or potentially involved in activities intended to increase voter registration and voting; and (5) holds public hearings, at least once annually, between the day following the General Election and December 21st, regarding voter registration and participation in the City.  [Charter section 1054(b).]

The Charter further provides that heads of Mayoral agencies shall cooperate with the Board of Elections and the Coordinator of Voter Assistance to encourage voter registration and voting by all residents of the City eligible to vote, and shall prepare annually, in accordance with rules and guidelines of the Coordinator of Voter Assistance, plans specifying the resources, opportunities, and locations the agency can provide for voter assistance activities.  [Charter section 1056.]   

Local Law No. 29 of 2000 amended the Charter to establish a system for the distribution of voter registration forms at designated agencies.  The law was enacted to supplement the state’s Motor Voter bill, which makes it mandatory to provide voter registration forms to applicants for driver licenses.  Locally, designated agencies are required to provide the public with voter registration forms and/or information on how to obtain these forms when receiving other documents or services.  Also, agency staff is to provide assistance in completing voter registration forms if requested by the applicant.  The law authorizes VAC to prepare advisory agency guidelines to assist in compliance with the law.

Ms. Kalmus is scheduled to appear before the Council’s Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections on Wednesday, March 12, 2008.  If re-appointed by the Council as a member of VAC, Ms. Kalmus, a resident of Manhattan, will be eligible to serve for the remainder of a three-year term that will expire on June 30, 2010.  Ms. Kalmus has been serving in a holdover capacity since her term expired on June 30, 2007.  A copy of Ms. Kalmus’ résumé and report/resolution is annexed to this briefing paper.    
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� The Commissioner of DCAS is responsible for citywide personnel matters. [Charter § 811.] 


� CSC has established rules of procedure, which appear in Chapter 2 of Title 60 of the Rules of the City of New York.


� CSC currently constitutes the following: Simon Gourdine, Chair (Democrat), David Lande, Vice- Chair, (Republican), Rudy Washington (Republican), Stephanie E. Kupferman (Republican), and Nicholas LaPorte (Democrat).


� The “list of nominees shall include persons with knowledge or experience of the civil service system, or personnel management, or compensation practices, from which the Mayor shall make appointments to the Civil Service Commission.” Charter § 813 (b).   


� According to VAC’s Office Manager, Deputy Mayor for Legal Affairs, Carol Robles-Roman is the member filling this seat.  





� VAC’s current stationary identifies Schools Chancellor Joel Klein as the ex-officio member representing this seat.  





� VAC’s nine appointed members are: Dr. Jeffrey F. Kraus, Chair, Mayoral appointee; Jane Kalmus, Vice Chair, Council appointee-Manhattan; Nayibe Nunez-Berger, Mayoral appointee; Glenn D. Magpantay, Council appointee-Citywide; Robert J. McFeeley, Mayoral appointee; Morshed Alam, Council Appointee-Queens; Vacant: Council appointee-Brooklyn; Vacant: Council appointee-Bronx; Vacant: Council appointee-Staten Island.     





