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          1  DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

          2                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: In a few minutes

          3  we are going to recess, and then we will have the

          4  Department of Environmental Protection.

          5                 Okay, everybody in from the school

          6  yard. I am Councilman Michels, and this is a

          7  reconvening of the Council's Committee on

          8  Environmental Protection, and we are very privileged

          9  to have with us the Department of Environmental

         10  Protection, and Commissioner Miele is where with us,

         11  with is entourage, his associates and so on.

         12                 Commissioner Miele, do you have a

         13  statement for us?

         14                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: I do.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Okay.

         16                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Good afternoon.

         17  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman and members. We

         18  thank you for the opportunity to present testimony

         19  on the Fiscal Year 2000 Executive Capital Budget. As

         20  usual, I am here with First Deputy Commissioner

         21  Diana Chapin on my right, and Chief of Staff and

         22  Special Counsel, Charles Sturcken on my left, as

         23  well as other senior staff prepared to answer

         24  questions.

         25                 My prepared statement departs
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          2  slightly from the norm for a capital budget hearing.

          3  After giving you a quick overview of DEP's FY 2000

          4  Capital Budget, I will give you a thumbnail sketch

          5  of five DEP capital projects, which either recently

          6  achieved an important milestone, or which were

          7  completed entirely. First, the Capital Budget

          8  generally.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: We are joined by

         10  Council Members Freed from Manhattan, Fiala from

         11  Staten Island, and Boyland from Brooklyn. We all

         12  welcome you.

         13                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Thank you.

         14                 For FY 2000, the Executive Capital

         15  Budget proposes funding of $1.86 billion, all of

         16  which approximately $60 million comes from the

         17  City's water and sewer rate payers. Without crying

         18  poverty, I draw to your attention the fact that

         19  although 69.4 percent of the FY 2000 Capital Budget

         20  is for mandated programs, state and federal direct

         21  grants account for only 3.2 percent of the capital

         22  budget for the next year. That 3.2 percent by the

         23  way is higher than usual. It may be small comfort,

         24  but New York City is not unique, since water and

         25  sewer utilities throughout the country are

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            5

          1  DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

          2  experiencing inequity. Over the last 20 years state

          3  and federal regulators have increasingly taken a

          4  keener interest in the operation of potable water

          5  and wastewater treatment systems.

          6                 Consequently water and sewer

          7  utilities are expected to meet some very detailed,

          8  very inflexible and in some cases very unproductive

          9  mandates.

         10                 The main purpose of some of these

         11  mandates seems to be to give the regulators more

         12  control, rather than giving rate payers better

         13  service at a better price.

         14                 In part, because of these mandates,

         15  such as the one to rebuild the Newtown Creek plant,

         16  next year's capital budget will be the largest ever.

         17  The largest items in the capital budget are as

         18  follows: Reconstruction of the Newtown Creek Sewage

         19  Treatment Plant, $297 million. Upgrade and

         20  reconstruction at all other sewage treatment plants,

         21  $487 million.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Does that

         23  include upstate as well?

         24                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: No, it doesn't.

         25                 All of the ones upstate are
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          2  essentially completed now, and are so small --

          3  Brewster is the only one. Yes, Brewster is included.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Brewster is

          5  included in that money.

          6                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: It is not

          7  finished but there is still money involved in this

          8  budget for Brewster, $17 million.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS:  Is Brewster

         10  part of the watershed MOA?

         11                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Yes. Well, it

         12  would normally be part of our reconstruction anyhow,

         13  but it is part of the MOA.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Just let me -- I

         15  hate to interrupt you, but I want to make it clear

         16  in my mind.

         17                 As far as the MOA is concerned, the

         18  money for the watershed MOA, is that a separate

         19  funding that we put aside or is that included in --

         20                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: It is included in

         21  all of our funding.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: We just put a

         23  separate amount of money, but we do have a

         24  commitment. We do have a certain amount of money

         25  committed, some certain money committed to the
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          2  upstate.

          3                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: We have submitted

          4  an enormous amount of money for the upstate, but,

          5  again --

          6                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Under the MOA.

          7                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Under the MOA and

          8  outside of the MOA we have got money.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: But this money

         10  and any money that I have mentioned to you, this

         11  also includes money to be spent under the MOA.

         12                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: That is correct.

         13  This is our capital budget, all included.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: And if you

         15  explain to anybody who happens to be listening, this

         16  is going to the broadcast, the MOA is a memorandum

         17  of understanding, I think it was about two years ago

         18  that was entered into?

         19                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Just about two

         20  years ago.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Two years ago

         22  with the upstate watershed communities, the

         23  Governor, the City --

         24                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: The counties and

         25  all of the towns and villages in the watershed.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: In order to

          3  protect the watershed of the City of New York.

          4                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: There is for

          5  sewer construction, $272 million, for watershed

          6  protection, $182 million, approximately $150 million

          7  for in-city watermain construction, and 120 million

          8  for destruction of City Tunnel Number 3.

          9                 This is a very broad description of

         10  the capital budget that I want to supplement by

         11  highlighting five smaller projects, all funded by

         12  water and sewer rates. These five projects are the

         13  construction of a combined sewer overflow tank under

         14  Flushing Meadow Park in Queens. The reactivation of

         15  the Gowanus Canal Flushing Tunnel in Brooklyn, the

         16  replacement of the force main connecting City Island

         17  to the Bronx, obviously in the Bronx, the

         18  replacement of valves at the Manhattan pumping

         19  station in Manhattan, and the connection of the

         20  treetop village community in Staten Island to the

         21  public sewer system.

         22                 In March of 1995, DEP began

         23  construction of a 210 million, 28 million gallon

         24  tank under Flushing Meadow Corona Park to hold a

         25  mixture of rainwater and sanitary sewage that we
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          2  refer to as combined sewer overflows, or CSO's, that

          3  result from heavy rainstorms.

          4                 The discharge of untreated or

          5  partially treated CSO's is of particular concern

          6  when the discharge is to a bay, harbor or confined

          7  body of water, such as Flushing Bay that is not

          8  readily cleansed by tidal action.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: What do you mean

         10  by sanitary sewage?

         11                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Sanitary sewage

         12  is basically household waste from toilets, kitchens,

         13  sinks, et cetera. Everything that comes out of a

         14  building essentially would be sanitary sewage.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: What is

         16  unsanitary sewage?

         17                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Rainwater and the

         18  water that comes in from the streets that flows into

         19  the catchbasin.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: This is

         21  sanitary?

         22                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: That is storm

         23  sewage.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: There is no such

         25  thing as unsanitary?
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          2                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: No. Although we

          3  consider sanitary basically to include human waste,

          4  food products, storm sewage contains only what comes

          5  off the streets, it might have some silt, it might

          6  have some oils in it, essentially it has no human

          7  products.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Without the

          9  human products, it is probably more sanitary --

         10  probably cleaner.

         11                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: There is no

         12  question, no, it is must less of a problem to clean

         13  than --

         14                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: I thought it was

         15  craziness, that is the term that has been used all

         16  of these years, we will have to live with it.

         17                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: That's correct.

         18                 DEP planned and designed the CSO

         19  holding tank that will capture the CSO which would

         20  normally flow untreated in Flushing Bay during or

         21  after a rainstorm.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: What we are

         23  seeing here today is the combined sewer overflow.

         24                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: What you are

         25  looking at is the site of the combined sewer
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          2  overflow, the triangular area is the part of

          3  Flushing Meadows Corona Park that we are installing

          4  this under, and the yellow area is a building area

          5  that will contain an improvement to the park that

          6  was included as part of this project, and along the

          7  Flushing Meadows River is the Promenade which is

          8  also funded under the same project.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Commissioner, I

         10  just wanted to tell people that it is not their

         11  eyes, it is just out of focus.

         12                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: The area that is

         13  below the building area will contain all new

         14  ballfields that will replace on top of the tank

         15  after the tank is covered with the park. This is

         16  basically the area, you can see the building, and

         17  the blue area is the area of the tanks that will

         18  contain the sewage and the mixture of materials that

         19  will be held there, until the storm event is over,

         20  and then it will be fed back into the wastewater

         21  treatment plant, so instead of being released

         22  untreated, it will be captured and then returned

         23  into the wastewater treatment plant.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Did you outline

         25  with your laser, whatever it is, where the sewer is
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          2  -- the water is going to be kept in those?

          3                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: The blue area

          4  represents basically holding tanks under the park

          5  that will contain the CSO.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: And that is a 28

          7  million tank?

          8                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: That's correct.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: And how long can

         10  it hold it for?

         11                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: It can hold it

         12  for as long as it needs, but essentially we

         13  anticipate that it will be one day that the storm

         14  event would occur, and then from that point on as

         15  the storm event ends, then we would feed the

         16  material back into the plant.

         17                 The plant is capable of handling

         18  twice its rated flow, obviously it is not rated and

         19  it is not capable of handling much more than that.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Is it treated

         21  while it is there in those tanks?

         22                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: No, it gets held

         23  in the tanks, and then from there it goes back into

         24  the plant for treatment, just as it would in a dry

         25  event.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: What is used

          3  now?

          4                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Right now what

          5  happens is if we can handle it up to an additional

          6  100 percent, it goes through the plant. Once you get

          7  twice the actual rated capacity of the plant, the

          8  balance of it goes right out into Flushing Bay

          9  untreated. The point is, we will end the untreated

         10  effluent going into Flushing River and Bay, and we

         11  will be holding it in a tank so that we can move it

         12  back and treat it on the following day.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Okay. And then

         14  of course the quality of the water in Flushing Bay

         15  will be improved?

         16                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Pardon me?

         17                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: The quality of

         18  water at Flushing Bay will be improved?

         19                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Absolutely. We

         20  expect a remarkable improvement in the quality.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: And the marine

         22  borers will have a field day.

         23                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Well, that is

         24  part and parcel what we have to deal with. We heard

         25  about that a little earlier.
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          2                 When we get finished with the

          3  project, basically Henry Stern will get the benefit

          4  and the people who live in the area will get the

          5  benefit of the maintenance building, which will be

          6  built up at the top. There are some community use

          7  segments of it. There is an enormous amount of

          8  public interest that will come out of it. The

          9  ballfields will be restored, and modernized in the

         10  area that is being outlined now, and then again, we

         11  will be improving the promenade along the river

         12  itself, all as part of the project.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: How deep, how

         14  far underground --

         15                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: These tanks go 80

         16  feet below ground, and then come up to within about

         17  ten feet I believe of the surface. About ten feet.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: What is going to

         19  happen at the trees at the present location?

         20                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Actually right

         21  now it is an open field. There is nothing there now,

         22  we actually have, if you drive by on the Van Wyck

         23  Expressway, there is the biggest hole in the ground

         24  you have ever seen in your entire life. We are in

         25  the process of excavating the material out of it, we
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          2  will then start putting in the concrete and building

          3  the tanks. When we are finished we will put about

          4  ten foot of clean material on top of it and then we

          5  will replant whatever Henry and the community are

          6  looking for, but we are doing -- obviously the trees

          7  that you see are part of their project, as are the

          8  ballfields, the maintenance buildings and the

          9  promenade walk itself, all of which has been badly

         10  needed in that area for decades.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: And when will it

         12  be finished?

         13                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: About two years

         14  from now, 2001.

         15                 And by the way, when we pulled the

         16  material out and put the contractor on site there,

         17  we created temporary ballfields so that the people

         18  who used to play on those ballfields were able to

         19  find some place else to play while they are waiting

         20  for the project to be completed. Obviously when the

         21  project is completed, they will end up with not only

         22  the temporary ballfields, but the permanent

         23  ballfields that will be replaced.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: That is very

         25  considerate.
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          2                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: We consider it a

          3  win/win because basically if the opportunity

          4  provides the improvement, which improves the quality

          5  of the water in the bay and at the same time we are

          6  improving the park, there are not very many cases

          7  when you can do something like that where there

          8  seems to be all benefit and really no down side.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: No gardens on

         10  the property?

         11                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Well, that will

         12  be up to Henry, and thank God, once we turn it over

         13  to him it will be his responsibility to keep the

         14  community happy.

         15                 Let me introduce Deputy Commissioner

         16  Garafolio (phonetic), who can definitely give you

         17  some more information about it.

         18                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER GARAFOLIO: As an

         19  ancillary part of this project, the influent sewers

         20  that will carry the flow into the tank after we

         21  reconstruct it, and we do have to cross College

         22  Point Boulevard in order to minimize the traffic

         23  disruption in College Point Boulevard, we have

         24  secured permission from the Queens Botanical Gardens

         25  to create the diversion chamber under the Botanical
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          2  Gardens. It is currently an area of the garden that

          3  suffers from poor drainage and poor soil condition.

          4  Going in there, constructing the diversion chamber

          5  under the garden will afford us the opportunity to

          6  reconstruct the portion of the garden above the

          7  chamber and it will be a much improved botanical

          8  gardens when we are finished.

          9                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: It should be

         10  pointed out this was a landfill many, many years

         11  back in the thirties and what have you, so the soil

         12  in there is not exactly the greatest. We have been

         13  pulling that material out and basically removing it

         14  and replacing it with clean soil for the local

         15  folks.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: And last, the

         17  construction you are talking about, is that included

         18  within the 210 million?

         19                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Yes.

         20                 All of this is included in the

         21  project cost.

         22                 The second project we would like to

         23  talk to you about is the Gowanus Canal Flushing

         24  Tunnel. The reconstruction reactivation of that

         25  tunnel recently occurred. The tunnel was started in
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          2  1849, completed in the 1860s, and the Gowanus Canal

          3  became a focal point in Brooklyn for the development

          4  of Commerce in the industry for the City. Factories

          5  and residential communities quickly establish

          6  themselves around the canal; however, over time the

          7  expanded use and growth of the canal, coupled with

          8  inadequate sewage disposal and the lack of tidal

          9  action, made this manmade water body into a stagnant

         10  polluted eyesore.

         11                 To help combat these problems, the

         12  Gowanus Canal Flushing Tunnel was filled in 1911.

         13  The Flushing Tunnel continued to operate until the

         14  mid-1960s when service was suspended due to

         15  mechanical failure. Unfortunately, when the tunnel

         16  went out of service, the canal quickly returned to

         17  its former stagnant state. Over the years the Canal

         18  became increasingly polluted, odoriferous and

         19  unhealthy from the raw sewage dumped into it.

         20                 In order to address these concerns,

         21  in 1994, the agency undertook a five-year capital

         22  project to remediate and reactivate the tunnel

         23  through the reinstallation of a water impeller in

         24  the tunnel. The reactivation of the impeller, which

         25  occurred last month, allows oxygen rich water from
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          2  the Buttermilk Channel to be moved through the

          3  Gowanus Canal. The equipment which is fully

          4  automated has a flow range from 180 million gallons

          5  per day to 300 million gallons per day, depending

          6  upon the tidal action.

          7                 In addition, nearly 2,000 cubic yards

          8  of dredge material was removed from the mouth of the

          9  tunnel in order to facilitate flow.

         10                 If you take a look at that you can

         11  see Flushing Tunnel runs from off Governor's Island,

         12  runs underneath the streets of Brooklyn and runs to

         13  the end, the dead end of the Gowanus Canal. And what

         14  we do basically is there is, at the pumping station,

         15  at the mouth of the Flushing tunnel there is a

         16  propeller in the chamber which basically sucks water

         17  in from the Buttermilk Channel area of the East

         18  River and then down to the mouth of the Gowanus

         19  Canal and then from there it moves obviously by flow

         20  rates out the Canal and provides the circulation.

         21  Before we turn that on, the dissolved oxygen in the

         22  Gowanus Canal was zero, which means the Canal was

         23  incapable of supporting any life, including aquatic

         24  life that may want to swim through it from

         25  Buttermilk out to the lower channel.
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          2                 Today I am told that the dissolve

          3  oxygen levels above three in just a short period of

          4  time and that fish are coming back and we expect the

          5  balance of the aquatic wildlife to come back into

          6  the tunnel. So we anticipate that there will be a

          7  markable change also in that area of Brooklyn.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: What do they use

          9  the canal for?

         10                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: The canal is used

         11  for commerce. There is a barge along the canal,

         12  there are fuel oil transfer stations on the canal.

         13  To the largest extent that is generally out at the

         14  mouth of the canal. Most of the people who used to

         15  do projects on the inland side of the canal, most of

         16  that land is either being used on both sides for

         17  storage or some other material. It has very little

         18  usage with respect to water commerce. Part of the

         19  reason for that is the canal is silted in to some

         20  extent, and one of the things we are going to have

         21  to look at as a future project is how do we take the

         22  silt out of that, which is contaminated of course,

         23  how do we treat it, how do we handle it, who does

         24  it, who pays for it, and how do we preserve the

         25  community while we do it.
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          2                 One of the things that we were very

          3  careful to do when we reactivated the Flushing

          4  tunnel, is to make sure that the Flushing tunnel

          5  movement of water would not cause any of the

          6  material from the bottom to get resuspended and

          7  travel out into the channels because we don't want

          8  to redistribute it, we want to keep it where it is

          9  and eventually capture it and pull it out.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: And PCBs?

         11                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: There is all

         12  kinds of interesting stuff on that. We are currently

         13  doing some testing on it to determine what it is and

         14  we will be working with the army, the state and EPA

         15  to determine, you know, how is the best way to

         16  handle the problem.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: The canal flows

         18  into the upper bay?

         19                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: It goes into

         20  Gowanus Bay and then the upper bay of New York, that

         21  is absolutely correct.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: As I understood

         23  it, you are reactivating some of the Erie Canal in

         24  upstate New York?

         25                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: That's correct.
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          2                 In fact, some of the folks in the

          3  Erie Canal, there is a canal society, have expressed

          4  an interest in coming down to see what we are doing

          5  here because they believe it may be directly related

          6  to their own projects.

          7                 In fact, as strange as it may seem,

          8  there actually is a house boat on the Gowanus Canal,

          9  as we speak someone has actually moved that in. We

         10  are beginning to see people begin to use it again,

         11  and consider using it again for recreation.

         12                 I was there about three weeks before

         13  we activated the impeller again, and there were a

         14  group of realtors who were wandering through the

         15  community because they had read about the fact that

         16  we were going to reactivate the tunnel, and they

         17  felt it would make a change in the environment for

         18  real estate there and they were very interested in

         19  seeing what we were doing.

         20                 I mean they came down gratuitously,

         21  as a group just to see what the possibilities were.

         22  I think you will see a remarkable renaissance in

         23  that area.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: And with respect

         25  to not disturbing the silt, is that similar to the
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          2  problem we have at the GE plant up on the Hudson, of

          3  not wanting to disturb the area there because of the

          4  PCBs?

          5                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Only to the

          6  extent that we are removing some contaminated

          7  materials from it is it the same. We don't believe

          8  we have the same problem.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: That is a worse

         10  problem?

         11                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: That is a worse

         12  problem and it is much more spread out. We have

         13  obviously a very contained problem here, and we want

         14  to make sure it stays contained until we come up

         15  with a solution. We have not found to date hazardous

         16  materials in there.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: But there is a

         18  distinct possibility of PCBs or other hazardous

         19  materials?

         20                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: I doubt it,

         21  because I don't think the industry was there when

         22  PCBs were beginning to be used. Most of it, in fact

         23  100 years, and oil, I would expect we will find some

         24  oil products that have managed to get in there from

         25  transfer, from metals, from processes, from plants
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          2  on either side, most of them are long gone. And of

          3  course sewage.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: The big problem

          5  with oil of course is Newtown Creek area.

          6                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Yes. Well, that

          7  is in the ground, of course, that is a different

          8  issue.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Right.

         10                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Let me move on,

         11  if I may.

         12                 The City Island force main, as anyone

         13  who visits it knows, City Island is one of the most

         14  unique communities in the City. The fact that it is

         15  an Island linked by a causeway to the mainland and

         16  surrounded by recreational waters, creates certain

         17  challenges from municipal engineers. The Island's

         18  sanitary flow is conveyed by gravity sewers to a

         19  pumping station located east of City Island Avenue.

         20  The sewage is pumped through a force main that goes

         21  beneath East Chester Bay onto the Bronx mainland

         22  where it connects the City sewers that in turn flow

         23  to the Hunts Point Treatment Plant.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: What is a force

         25  main?
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          2                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: A force main is a

          3  pipe which basically we forced sewage into to move

          4  it against its normal gravity gradient.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: You have a pump

          6  that does that?

          7                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Yes. The pumping

          8  station has pumps, it is collected into a sump, it

          9  is forced into the pipe and run underneath the body

         10  of water down to the mainland where it goes back to

         11  a gravity system.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: I see.

         13                 COMMISSIONER MIELE:  When pinpoint

         14  links in the force main enlarged, they became

         15  critical in the summer of 1997, the discharge

         16  created public health concerns for bathers at nearby

         17  Orchard Beach and other beaches up and down the

         18  Sound. In December of 1997, construction began on a

         19  $5.5 million interim force main that was built in

         20  the remarkable time of three months.

         21                 At the same time, DEP began planning

         22  and designing for a $13.4 million permanent force

         23  main to be buried beneath the bay. The interim force

         24  main was actually laid on the surface of the bay

         25  below the water.
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          2                 This would obviously replace the

          3  interim force main. Here, as you can see the problem

          4  that we have, it is extremely difficult for us to do

          5  this.

          6                 What you can see here is the way they

          7  were laying the pipes, and I think one of the things

          8  that is important to reflect on in this one is, the

          9  original force main had a single tube which when it

         10  developed leaks we had to shut down. That left us

         11  with no alternatives.

         12                 The project that we are now

         13  completing you will notice has two pipes, each one

         14  of which is capable of taking all of the sewage from

         15  City Island, which means that we will alternately

         16  use the two and always have a back-up so that we can

         17  continue to move the sewage by the force main, even

         18  if we have a problem with either one of the two

         19  tunnels. And we have basically a gate capability at

         20  the pump end that lets us move the material from one

         21  or the other.

         22                 You can get some idea of the size of

         23  this.  Well, those concrete collars are intended to

         24  make sure that if the force main is ever emptied for

         25  repair or maintenance, it doesn't pop to the surface
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          2  and float, so it is intended to make sure it stays

          3  below the bed of the creek.

          4                 The interim one was above the bed of

          5  the creek, and therefore was a problem for boaters

          6  or mariners, who use that body of water, that is why

          7  we had to remove it.

          8                 But in order to get it in quickly to

          9  solve the problem when the emergency occurred, we

         10  put the interim unit in to solve the problem so that

         11  we didn't have any difficulty.

         12                 Again, if you look at the gating and

         13  the controls at the pump end, you can see the size

         14  of -- there is a man in the lower left-hand corner

         15  of the picture, so you can see what is involved, and

         16  because of the force in the pumps, they have to also

         17  be restrained and make sure they don't back up like

         18  a garden hose, which has water turned on it

         19  suddenly, it kind of snakes away from you, this has

         20  to be tied down, and this gives us a manifold

         21  capability to move it back and forth from either one

         22  of the lines and gives us much greater control over

         23  it and for the first time gives us redundancy, which

         24  we think will guarantee we will never have another

         25  problem that becomes an emergency in the City Island
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          2  situation.

          3                 We are looking at that as a model for

          4  what we do in the future to make sure we do get

          5  redundancy, not single reliance.

          6                 I believe this is about 7,000 feet.

          7  It is about 7,000 underwater from island to

          8  mainland. It is a fairly involved project and we are

          9  very pleased and very proud of it.

         10                 Let me move to Manhattan. The

         11  Manhattan Pump Station is by far the largest of the

         12  City's 89 sewage pumping stations. It is designed to

         13  receive an average of 170 million gallons a day of

         14  wastewater flow generated by 450,000 residents, and

         15  1.3 million workers in parts of lower and eastern

         16  Manhattan.

         17                 All of the sewage that comes out of

         18  City Hall ultimately goes through this pipe. The

         19  flow is pumped under the East River, through an

         20  eight foot diameter tunnel that is 7,600 feet long

         21  and 300 feet underground, up to the Newtown

         22  Treatment Plant in Brooklyn where it is treated.

         23                 As Chairman Michels and other members

         24  may recall, DEP planned to shut down this pumping

         25  station for four days, four infamous days in
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          2  February of 1997, in order to repair two of the five

          3  main sewage pumps.

          4                 Due to complications with certain

          5  valves, a shut-down and sewage bypass of the pumping

          6  station seem to us and our regulators to be the most

          7  practicable way at the time to allow for the

          8  necessary repairs.

          9                 Due to concerns from the State of New

         10  Jersey, the agency agreed to delay the work and look

         11  again into other ways to repair the pumping station

         12  that might not involve a shutdown and bypass.

         13                 DEP's design consultants were able to

         14  develop a plan, one that had not been attempted

         15  anywhere else before, to repair the two pumps while

         16  keeping the pumping station in operation and

         17  avoiding any bypass. And of course, the 1.6 million,

         18  we use the new technology of drilling, tapping, and

         19  installing a folding valve into the pump suction

         20  pipe while it was full of sewage.

         21                 If you take a look at this you can

         22  get some idea of the way the operation works.

         23  Material comes in at the left end. No, I am sorry.

         24                 Yes, it comes in at the left end,

         25  goes into the fourbay, then goes into the wetwell,
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          2  there is a bar screen that takes out solid material

          3  so that we don't damage the pumps, that goes into

          4  the wetwell where it is distributed to the five

          5  pumps. We need four pumps I believe at normal

          6  operation in wet weather, and therefore we only have

          7  one spare.

          8                 Now, a spare is a good thing, we

          9  talked about redundancy. The problem is the two

         10  pumps to your left, pumps one and two, we had a

         11  problem with the gates on either end of them, they

         12  would not shut. Which meant if we needed to repair

         13  those pumps, we had no way to isolate them from the

         14  balance of the sewage, and if we had gotten a crack

         15  in the casing around the pump, we would have filled

         16  that well, and we would have drowned all five of the

         17  pumps, we would have had no capability for moving

         18  it.

         19                 The material then moves from there

         20  into the surge bank, and then goes under the East

         21  River and goes into the Newtown Creek Plant Creek,

         22  as you see on the right.

         23                 The method we used had been used

         24  before on oil pipelines, but had never been used on

         25  a sewage pipeline and particularly never been used
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          2  on one of this size, this diameter.

          3                 Consequently the people who had the

          4  technology for it originally told us when we

          5  originally attempted to do this that they were not

          6  sure they could guarantee it would work. If it

          7  didn't work we would have a major problem.

          8                 We went back after the original furor

          9  over it, reanalyzed it with them, made some

         10  modifications to their proposal, some modifications

         11  to our operation, and I am very pleased to tell you

         12  the problem has been resolved, there has been no

         13  spill, and we now have a new technology that will

         14  permit us to do this in the future should a similar

         15  problem arise.

         16                 All of the pumps are now available to

         17  us and we have the capability to shut any of them

         18  down and replace them if there is any difficulty

         19  with the pumps and/or the balance --

         20                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: The necessity is

         21  the mother of invention.

         22                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Pardon me?

         23                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: I said the

         24  necessity is the mother of invention.

         25                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: You also have to
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          2  keep your fingers crossed sometimes because -- well,

          3  part of the problem was we were very uncomfortable

          4  from the time we agreed to postpone this to the time

          5  it was completed, which was pretty much a year plus.

          6                 The reason for it is if anything had

          7  failed, the Governor of New Jersey would have had no

          8  real problem, but obviously yours truly would have

          9  had a major problem and the Mayor would have had a

         10  problem, as well as you folks, because you would

         11  want to know what had gone wrong.

         12                 You can only hold it together with

         13  chewing gum and bailing wire for so long. These have

         14  been delayed quite a bit of time and we were really

         15  concerned about getting it done as quickly as

         16  possible.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: You did good

         18  work. You took a chance and you should be rewarded.

         19                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Double my salary.

         20                 This is, by the way, adjoining the

         21  Con Ed plant at 13th Street, it is just south of the

         22  Con Ed plant. It is an enormous piece of equipment,

         23  if you have any interest in taking a look at it,

         24  this is pretty impressive. If you have any interest

         25  in taking a look at it, or any of the member of the
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          2  Committee or staff has, just let me know.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Now, other than

          4  the screening of the water coming in, the sewage

          5  coming in --

          6                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Nothing else is

          7  done to the material, it is all done at Newtown

          8  Creek. It is moved just the way it is.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: There is no

         10  other treatment done?

         11                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: No.

         12                 The only reason we have the screens

         13  is because if we got any heavy material that got

         14  passed any prior screening, it could ruin the pumps.

         15  It could ruin the pumps. If it ruins the pumps,

         16  obviously we had a bad day.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: And then it goes

         18  to Newtown Creek?

         19                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Yes, Newtown

         20  Creek handles it, and we will be upgrading the

         21  Newtown Creek to handle it even better.

         22                 The last one I want to talk to you

         23  about is the Treetop Village private sewage

         24  treatment plant --

         25                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: There is nothing
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          2  in here for Newtown Creek because the money is

          3  already in the budget?

          4                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: It is already in

          5  the budget. It is in the ten-year budget, it is on

          6  track.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: It is on track

          8  and right now what you are doing --

          9                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: We already have

         10  contracts on the way there and we are letting more

         11  contracts as we go.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Has the

         13  secondary treatment been done yet?

         14                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: No, we haven't

         15  completed that. We are still negotiating some of our

         16  regulators over how we are going to do this. We will

         17  be coming to closure on that I hope fairly quickly.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: And still are

         19  studying, learning from the North River?

         20                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Yes.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: I might mention

         22  to you, sir, the last couple of days coming down the

         23  highway I did detect some odor coming out of North

         24  River.

         25                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Did you ask the
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          2  Department of Sanitation about that, sir?

          3                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: I am saying

          4  coming down today.

          5                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: I will, as

          6  always, I will check the operation and find out what

          7  is the problem. And as usual, I may refer you to

          8  another agency.

          9                 If I may, the use of private sewage

         10  treatment plants to serve newly developing areas

         11  began in the late 1960s in Staten Island, that is

         12  frankly the method of last resort of providing

         13  appropriate sewage treatment at a time when the City

         14  then using general obligation debt for water and

         15  sewer purposes was not able to keep up with

         16  infrastructure needs.

         17                 Use of private sewage treatment

         18  facilities in Staten Island became routine after the

         19  completion of the Verrazano Narrows Bridge in 1964.

         20  At one point there were approximately 30 of these

         21  plants, most of them were poorly built and/or poorly

         22  maintained. They frequently became the source of

         23  environmental enforcement actions by the state, the

         24  city or both.

         25                 As the massive South Shore
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          2  interceptor sewer was being built during the late

          3  eighties and nineties, along with various branch

          4  sewers, the private pumping stations, the sewage

          5  treatment plants were being picked up, one by one by

          6  the public sewer system, to the immense relief of

          7  the local communities and to DEP, which often ended

          8  up as the operator or regulator by default of some

          9  of these private facilities.

         10                 Treetop village is the name of a

         11  600-unit townhouse development built in the early

         12  1980s in the Woodrow section of Staten Island which

         13  was serviced by one of these small sewage processing

         14  plants, obviously not too small, since it was

         15  handling 600 units.

         16                 By the late 1980s the plant was

         17  malfunctioning and discharging poorly treated

         18  effluent into Lemon Creek, obviously to the dismay

         19  of a lot of people, including ourselves.

         20                 By 1991 it was under a court order

         21  for failing to comply with its discharge permit.

         22  Since then the plan has been the subject of

         23  countless enforcement actions and legal claims from

         24  environmental groups, the residents, ourselves and

         25  the state.
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          2                 Recently DEP completed all the

          3  necessary sewer construction that allows the City's

          4  sewer system to pick up the Treetop Village

          5  community. The connection of the Treetop Village

          6  plant, which occurred this week, marks the last

          7  major private treatment facility that needed to be

          8  captured by our system.

          9                 Of course, there are many, many other

         10  capital projects throughout the five boroughs under

         11  Planning, Design and Construction. The Jamaica Bay

         12  Improvement Plan covered in a separate handout is

         13  still another example. The projects mentioned in

         14  detail here and all the others that time does not

         15  allow us to discuss are part of this

         16  Administration's legacy to the City's

         17  infrastructure.

         18                 This concludes my prepared remarks,

         19  and thank you for the opportunity to make this

         20  presentation and my staff and I will be happy to

         21  respond to any questions.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Yes, your show

         23  and tell is very much appreciated.

         24                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: I would like to

         25  call it a dog and pony show.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: The chewing gum

          3  and bailing wire was also very good.

          4                 I will get some of the members to ask

          5  some questions.

          6                 Council Member Freed.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Thank you very

          8  much, Commissioner.

          9                 There are a couple of things I wanted

         10  to ask about that are kind of ongoing problems, such

         11  as some of the back-ups and some of the floodings

         12  that we are still getting downtown, SoHo, Chelsea,

         13  by the West Side Highway, whenever we get heavy

         14  rains, and I am wondering where we are with that?

         15                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: I will ask Deputy

         16  Commissioner Greeley to respond. He is responsible

         17  for water and sewer distribution.

         18                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER GREELEY: Yes,

         19  good afternoon, Councilwoman.

         20                 As a result of the January 3rd

         21  rainstorm, we became aware that there were serious

         22  problems in the Chelsea area on the West Side. As

         23  you know, the Route 9A construction is ongoing, and

         24  we became aware as part of a project they were

         25  making some changes to the sewer system, we found
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          2  that there were some stormwater outlets that had

          3  been blocked temporarily to facilitate construction,

          4  and as we investigated a little bit more, we found

          5  out that there were other stormwater outlets that

          6  had been silted up over the years, we are presently

          7  vacuuming or vactoring out the silted material now,

          8  and we found a couple of temporary conditions.

          9                 Most notably at 21st Street there was

         10  a sewer regulated chamber, we broke one piece of

         11  plywood that the contractor had placed temporarily,

         12  and 21st, 22nd, and 23rd Street drained immediately.

         13                 We are continuing to look at the

         14  system over there. But it is not a question of

         15  undersized sewers, or sewers that are collapsed, it

         16  is that the rainwater cannot get to where it needs

         17  to get to and we are trying to open those paths up.

         18                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: I have asked the

         19  Deputy Commissioner to have someone in their staff

         20  pay attention to this, to periodically go back and

         21  take a look at this.

         22                 Again, the silting in we can resolve

         23  the problem of, we don't anticipate that is going to

         24  be a problem again. On the other hand, with all of

         25  the work that is being done in that area, the
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          2  contractor putting the plywood up to kind of block

          3  off some of the flow is attempting to protect his

          4  employees who were working in the hole at the time,

          5  we understand that, but the problem is every once in

          6  awhile they decide it is 4:00 and it is time to go

          7  home and they don't take the plywood out. That

          8  leaves us with effectively a cork plug in the system

          9  that is not a good thing to have happen, and what we

         10  want to do is to sensitize them to the fact that it

         11  can't happen again.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Are you also

         13  looking into the area down by the trade center,

         14  because that whole area every time it rains floods

         15  really badly and I say the Trade Center, but it is

         16  the West Side Highway, and even before they started

         17  the work in 9A it used to flood down there.

         18                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER GREELEY: Yes, we

         19  are actually looking at that. We are dealing with

         20  the contractors. Some of the work that we need to do

         21  down there he has agreed to do, as part of his work.

         22  There is a collapsed 36-inch storm sewer that we are

         23  repairing, we have noticed a couple of catchbasins

         24  that were blocked, and we will be making repairs to.

         25  And there was a tide gate that wasn't functioning
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          2  properly, we are addressing all of those things.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: When was that?

          4                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER GREELEY: That was

          5  I think the one in the Battery Park City area, it is

          6  on the Battery Park --

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: That is not the

          8  one we are going to put into Rector Street?

          9                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: By the way, that

         10  one is in Rector Street and done. We are very

         11  pleased that we have gotten that behind us. I think

         12  we did pretty --

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: And I take it

         14  contrary to some of the residents' feeling down

         15  there, you didn't entirely wreck the entire --

         16                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: No. In fact I

         17  think you will find out it worked out fine. I don't

         18  recall ever getting a complaint during the course of

         19  the construction, to tell you the truth.

         20                 FIRST DEPUTY COMMISSIONER CHAPIN: We

         21  didn't get any thank you letters either.

         22                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: As Diana says, we

         23  didn't get any thank you letters.

         24                 But it is done and I would suspect

         25  that they are hearing a large sigh of relief.
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          2                 Part of what comes out of this is by

          3  the 9A project and what is going on underneath

          4  Battery Park City, we have looked at most of our

          5  infrastructure in that area and we are renewing

          6  anything that needs to be renewed and we are

          7  obviously exploring everything. So, between what we

          8  have done on the regulators', the outfalls and what

          9  have you, we are very comfortable that we were able

         10  to give you a good report on that.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Unfortunately,

         12  the other two areas I had mentioned I guess really

         13  aren't connected with 9A, and that is SoHo, that is

         14  still flooding, even after all of the work that was

         15  done over there around West Broadway and Grand

         16  Street. Every time we get a bad storm it still

         17  floods, and then there is Chinatown with the

         18  Catchbasins, which seem to be an ongoing --

         19                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Well, one of the

         20  things, and it is very important to understand this,

         21  our sewers are not designed to handle every storm.

         22  Our sewers are designed to handle basically a

         23  five-year storm. When we talk about a heavy storm,

         24  and we have gotten some enormous storms in the last

         25  two years, in fact to my knowledge we have had three
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          2  100-year storms in the last two years, one would not

          3  expect to get more than one of those every 100

          4  years, which means we have had three of them

          5  already, and this is very unusual. But you have to

          6  expect that there will be water on the streets when

          7  we get a storm that is an enormous storm, that

          8  either goes on for a long period of time with a

          9  fairly heavy downpour, or over a short period of

         10  time is extremely intense, like hurricane type event

         11  of that sort.

         12                 What we have done is by designing for

         13  the five-year storm, is to hopefully handle the fact

         14  that the water will only be on the street for a

         15  short period of time and will by itself disappear

         16  into the sewers, hopefully before it gets into

         17  anybody's cellar or basement or what have you.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Because what

         19  happens is we still get sewer back-ups, you still

         20  get effluents and toilet paper and everything else

         21  floating around in the sewers and this is after sort

         22  of a massive amount of work.

         23                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER GREELEY: The work

         24  is still ongoing.

         25                 In both areas, in some manner it
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          2  relates to Canal Street, which is one reason why we

          3  put forth the Canal Street project.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: And in fact I

          5  have to say thank you, because I got your message

          6  about when you are starting the watermain.

          7                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER GREELEY: We have

          8  also, on the SoHo area we have found a watermain

          9  that passes through the sewer in Canal Street, and

         10  we need to do the reconstruction to get that out of

         11  the way. What it was doing was holding back large

         12  quantities of grease. And we have been treating

         13  that, but that is one of the problems that we have

         14  with the sewers in the area, and over towards the

         15  East Side in the Chinatown area we found that there

         16  were open joints on the sewers.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: I can imagine

         18  what you found there.

         19                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER GREELEY: But it

         20  once again translates into a grease condition where

         21  we have been working with the businesses to try to

         22  get grease separaters installed on their connections

         23  to the sewer to get that stuff out. It is just

         24  terrible for drainage.

         25                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: It is worth
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          2  talking about that a little bit more.

          3                 Part of the problem is that even if

          4  they put in the right sized grease separator, if

          5  they don't clean them at the periodic intervals that

          6  they have to be cleaned at. Obviously they will

          7  eventually have to fill. When they fill, then the

          8  grease spills over into the sewer and that is when

          9  we can anticipate we will have problems.

         10                 What we have been trying to do is to

         11  go out into communities where we are finding a

         12  problem like this, essentially do an inspection of

         13  all of the food and operations on the streets in

         14  question, not issue violations but to give them a 30

         15  days notice to come up to the standard and the spec

         16  and we will go back and reinspect some time after

         17  the 30 days to see that they have taken care of it.

         18                 If they have, that is the end of it.

         19  If they haven't, then we issue notices of violation,

         20  we expect them to come up to schedule.

         21                 But, again, we have to emphasize if

         22  we don't clean, the way we find out about it is when

         23  the sewer backs up from clogging from grease and

         24  then we have to go back in and issue violations. It

         25  is a matter of educating.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Thank you. And

          3  Chinatown it is probably a little more than, because

          4  it is not just the restaurants, I think it is a lot

          5  of the street vendors, it is a lot of the fish,

          6  produce and --

          7                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Well, it is food

          8  establishments. It is not necessarily restaurants

          9  because there are even green grocers that contribute

         10  to the problem, et cetera.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Thank you.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Thank you,

         13  Council Member Freed.

         14                 Mr. Fiala, is he here?

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Thank you.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Now you will

         17  hear from Staten Island.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Commissioner, I

         19  just want to say thank you very, very much, you in

         20  one of your five projects brought up Treetop Village

         21  and I appreciate that.

         22                 I know you know and certainly Deputy

         23  Commissioner Greeley knows that this has been a

         24  major thorn in the side of Staten Islanders,

         25  thousands and thousands of Staten Islanders, who I
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          2  know that I have been a nag with your agency, and at

          3  least two of my predecessors, and I want to say just

          4  thank you, because we are every day screaming and I

          5  don't get to say thank you enough, so I would like

          6  to do it in public. I want to thank you and Deputy

          7  Commissioner Greeley for realizing the importance of

          8  this and doing everything you can to try and bring

          9  on line as fast as you can sewer projects in an area

         10  of the City that had been neglected by prior

         11  administrations.

         12                 We don't have the public service and

         13  infrastructure that many of the other parts of the

         14  City do, so thank you for that.

         15                 Two very quick questions.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Before you get

         17  to the two questions, Mr. Fiala --

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Yes.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: With the thanks

         20  does the promise come not to secede from the City?

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Absolutely not.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: And especially

         23  because they may do away with the commuter tax.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: But we do like

         25  the treatment we have been getting under Mayor
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          2  Giuliani.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Okay, good. But

          4  then you won't secede.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Well, he is not

          6  going to be around for much longer.

          7                 The two questions --

          8                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Does he know

          9  that?

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: -- That I have:

         11  $272 million in your capital plan for sewers, would

         12  you be able just to break down across boroughs?

         13                 I know Queens and Staten Island are

         14  really the areas left and there may be tiny parts of

         15  Brooklyn that might require some of this, but what

         16  is the breakdown of that figure? What percentage is

         17  going to Queens, what percentage to Staten Island,

         18  if possible?

         19                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER GREELEY: Once

         20  again, I am still Doug Greeley, Deputy Commissioner.

         21  Good afternoon.

         22                 Of the $272 million, the following is

         23  broken down thusly: Brooklyn, 42,600,000; the Bronx

         24  24,900,000; Manhattan 8,100,000, roughly; Queens,

         25  89,200,000, and Staten Island 69,289,000.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Okay, thank

          3  you.

          4                 And a final question, is there any

          5  capital dollars, and I don't know if this would be

          6  part of the capital budget, although I would suspect

          7  there would need to be some dollars in the capital

          8  budget for the blue belt. That is one of my pet

          9  projects. And, again, you do a great job there and I

         10  wish the rest of the City could see what a wonderful

         11  job DEP is doing with that type of stormwater

         12  management.

         13                 Any capital dollars for the blue

         14  belt?

         15                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER GREELEY: Yes,

         16  there are. Some of the 69 million, as we build

         17  sanitary sewers through the area we are doing best

         18  management practices, and we are trying to

         19  straighten out some street drainage to help the blue

         20  belt. We don't have anything really allocated in our

         21  plan for the blue belt.

         22                 The other thing is that we have been

         23  given $10 million to institute construction

         24  oversight, design services, in order to do more best

         25  management practices to handle the storm weather
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          2  without having to build infrastructure.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Right. Thank

          4  you very much.

          5                 Thanks, Mr. Chair.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: You are welcome.

          7  We enjoy your presence here and we don't want you to

          8  secede. Absolutely not.

          9                 Catchbasins. All I have to say is one

         10  word, catchbasins it is one word, right? It is one

         11  word, right? What are we doing about cleaning them,

         12  getting a schedule cleaning them, replacing, if

         13  necessary? It helps to avoid flooding and streets

         14  also.

         15                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER GREELEY: We are

         16  in the last year of a three-year plan to clean all

         17  of the catchbasins, identify them by tag number or

         18  whatever to start mapping them. And we have also

         19  gotten money in the capital budget for repairing the

         20  defects that we find, so --

         21                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: How much money

         22  do we have to repair?

         23                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER GREELEY: We have

         24  I believe $6 million in the capital budget for next

         25  year, and I think there is continuing money, three
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          2  million in each of the outyears, until we catch up.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: And this is not

          4  tax levy money?

          5                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER GREELEY: No,

          6  capital.

          7                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: It is all

          8  ratepayer money.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Ratepayer money.

         10  Just to show you that I learned from your last

         11  testimony, do we clean them by means of dragging

         12  them?

         13                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER GREELEY: No, we

         14  have catchbasin machines, they are clamshell

         15  buckets, that we remove the grate and just scoop it

         16  up and carry it in a dump truck.

         17                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: However, because

         18  of the way we are putting hoods on the catchbasins,

         19  we are capturing in the catchbasins much more of the

         20  trash than we used to, which means it is not getting

         21  into the sewers and the sewers shouldn't require

         22  dragging as often, unless we get turkeys that drop

         23  construction debris down the manholes --

         24                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: So this is good

         25  preventive maintenance?
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          2                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: This is good

          3  preventive maintenance. It is good because it is

          4  right there, we can handle it, it doesn't require a

          5  big project to do it and it can be done one at a

          6  time.

          7                 And they also signal themselves as

          8  needing help, because they refuse to let the water

          9  through, once that happens we go out and take care

         10  of them.

         11                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER GREELEY: It

         12  actually translates into less sewer maintenance by

         13  catching --

         14                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Yes, I imagine

         15  it would be.

         16                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER GREELEY: It also

         17  translates into cleaner waterways.

         18                 As a matter of fact, Monday we are

         19  doing a presentation for the City of Boston who is

         20  embarking on their own catchbasin inventory and

         21  cleaning program.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: You are talking

         23  about new technology, that of course saves us money.

         24  Is there any way of really determining how much

         25  money we are saving?
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          2                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: I don't think we

          3  can determine it now. We have to wait and see what

          4  the difference is between what it costs us for O&M,

          5  you know, before we had all of the hoods in and all

          6  of the catchbasins repaired and what it is going to

          7  cost us after. Give me another couple of years, we

          8  can probably start giving you some numbers that mean

          9  something.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: You got it.

         11                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Again, the issue

         12  is the hoods have had a major impact.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: When did we

         14  start using the hoods?

         15                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: How many years

         16  does that go back? How many years does the hood

         17  program go back?

         18                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER GREELEY: Twenty,

         19  25 years.

         20                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: But not in any

         21  significant quantity.

         22                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER GREELEY: Over the

         23  last three years we have made sure, as part of our

         24  work, that every catchbasin gets a hood. They were

         25  placed on in the past and the guys would clean the
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          2  basin, take the hood away and dump it, and in many

          3  cases cause their own problems.

          4                 We are now trying to get the system

          5  totally up 100 percent to remove as much as

          6  possible.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: With respect to

          8  also prevention, have we done any improvement? Are

          9  we satisfied with the present technology that we

         10  have on leak detection on pipes?

         11                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: We are never

         12  satisfied with what we are at unless we are at 100

         13  percent, but clearly we think we are

         14  state-of-the-art now, we are using state-of-the-art

         15  equipment. In fact we are using some equipment on

         16  the Fifth Avenue sewer that probably won't be

         17  state-of-the-art for another four or five years, but

         18  we are doing it as a pilot project, it seems to be

         19  working out so far, we are not ready to talk about

         20  the results of it, but what we are looking to do is

         21  to basically pick up trickles of water from very,

         22  very minor leaks, before they become torrents like

         23  the Fifth Avenue fiasco we had a couple of years

         24  ago.

         25                 We believe that this will have some
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          2  merit in helping us to do it and already has helped

          3  us to some extent. So, if we can pick them up and

          4  plug the small leaks, that means there is no impact

          5  on traffic, there is no impact on the adjoining

          6  property owners, because we don't get enough water

          7  on their street to flood their property.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Let's not go

          9  head and tempt the guards on that one.

         10                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: I believe in

         11  science. We are getting pretty technical with it.

         12  But again, every time we come up with the technology

         13  someone is out there to challenge it and to come up

         14  with another technology that is a little bit better

         15  and maybe a little bit different.

         16                 I guess we get inquiries every month

         17  from people who say I have got a better technology

         18  for you to separate your sludge, I have got a better

         19  technology for you to line you sewers --

         20                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: If it makes you

         21  feel any better, I hear these people, they come to

         22  me also.

         23                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: And you refer

         24  them to me in some cases.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Absolutely.
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          2                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: And we look at

          3  every single one of them.

          4                 The philosophy is, if five percent of

          5  them makes sense, you have to cull through the other

          6  95 to get to that five percent. So you listen to

          7  everybody and you take a look at everyone.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: During the

          9  hearing we had on the Expense Budget we talked about

         10  the watershed police; what about capital funding for

         11  any of their materials --

         12                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: I don't think

         13  there is anything that is capital except the police

         14  cars.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: How about boats?

         16                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: That is part of

         17  what we are supplying, you know, to them. But again,

         18  we are not talking about the Queen Mary, we are

         19  talking about something they can put on the back of

         20  a trailer that can be hitched to a police car and

         21  can be towed to a location, picked up, thrown in the

         22  water and used. The answer is that is part of the

         23  equipment we are talking about.

         24                 I will ask Deputy Commissioner

         25  Stasiuk to give you some specifics.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: No hearing would

          3  be complete without hearing from him.

          4                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: We are here to

          5  help.

          6                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER STASIUK: Bill

          7  Stasiuk, Deputy Commissioner of Water Supply Quality

          8  and Protection.

          9                 We are in the process of putting

         10  together a contract. We have a consultant on board

         11  who will be helping us design a video surveillance

         12  system for all the upstate facilities, to integrate

         13  with the police precincts to upgrade security at the

         14  facilities. And we are working on a number of

         15  initiatives dealing with alarming, video

         16  surveillance, which will upgrade the security, in

         17  addition to the round-the-clock guarding of several

         18  of the key facilities that are currently not

         19  guarded.

         20                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: We also obviously

         21  have to equip all of these new police officers with

         22  not only the gear that hangs on their belt and their

         23  uniform, but the stuff they need to get into, the

         24  stuff they need to utilize, et cetera.

         25                 So, all of that is part of the
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          2  package, but, again, most of that is not capital

          3  budget money, but obviously the big ticket items

          4  like police cars and four-wheel vehicles, that kind

          5  of thing.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: The $64,000

          7  question, or the $64 million question or more, or

          8  the billion dollar question really, the issue now

          9  comes into the Croton filtration issue.

         10                 Without reiterating your history with

         11  respect to what we have been doing here, we have

         12  been successful so far, knock wood, in avoiding the

         13  filtration, the requirement, the necessity of

         14  putting up a six to eight-billion dollar filtration

         15  plant in the Catskill Delaware system, and now we

         16  are under Court Order and various governmental

         17  agencies are coming down on us with respect to the

         18  Croton filtration, which is probably going to end up

         19  costing us a billion dollars, even though when it

         20  was first approached we were told about 500 million,

         21  and the cost of it.

         22                 And I think it comes down to this,

         23  and I think you would agree with me, because at

         24  first one position you once took was that maybe we

         25  don't even need that water so we don't have to go
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          2  through the machinations of going and spending all

          3  of that money, the consequences they are going to

          4  have on the rate-payers, and it is going to have

          5  consequences on the rate-payers, and it is going to

          6  have consequences on the rate payers because it is

          7  an enormous amount of problems. So the issue really

          8  comes down to whether or not the water itself is

          9  potable, will continue to be potable, and will

         10  continue to meet the federal standards, as you

         11  expect them to be. And if we can say yes, and we can

         12  do those things which have to be done to protect

         13  that water supply, then perhaps we could do what has

         14  to be done to avoid having to put up this billion

         15  dollar plant.

         16                 I know procedurally and from the

         17  Court's point of view, we are behind the 8 ball at

         18  this particular time, but nevertheless, if we can do

         19  all of that, if hypothetically, Commissioner, if

         20  hypothetically we can say that the water supply is

         21  potable, is good now and will continue to be good

         22  and will meet those standards, then I think you

         23  would agree with me we would not go through the

         24  machinations of having a filtration plant up and we

         25  would then go and do everything we can to do into
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          2  court and to say it is unnecessary, and it is an

          3  unnecessary expense by the City of New York, even

          4  though we would probably have to do it, we are doing

          5  it in the Catskill Delaware system, and that is

          6  expend money for planning.

          7                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Well, I guess the

          8  best way to put it is, if we had our druthers and if

          9  we in fact were sure that we could protect the water

         10  and that it could meet the federal standards for the

         11  foreseeable future, then certainly we would be

         12  approaching the regulators and asking them to

         13  consider modifying their approach to filtration in

         14  the Croton system.

         15                 That being said --

         16                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Rather than

         17  going any further, in other words, if we can show

         18  what I said hypothetically, and what you just said

         19  here, then we can go to them and we can say, look,

         20  we don't need it, don't make us spend a billion

         21  dollars, this water is good, we are going to do what

         22  is necessary to keep it pure. But that being said,

         23  continue.

         24                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: I think what we

         25  have to look at is the reality of what the future is
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          2  in the way of standards for water. The standards

          3  that are extant today are not going to be the

          4  standards in place five years from now.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Why do we say

          6  that?

          7                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Because the

          8  federal government has a history of continuing to

          9  rachet down what they expect out of the potable

         10  water.

         11                 Right now there are no standards for

         12  color, no standards for odor, we are looking at

         13  those now. We meet all of the standards that

         14  presently exist in the Croton, but we don't meet the

         15  color standard, we don't meet an odor standard. If

         16  they establish one --

         17                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: They don't have

         18  one.

         19                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: They don't have

         20  one but they are beginning to establish one.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: What color and

         22  odor standards are you talking about?

         23                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: There is none as

         24  we speak, but they are establishing one as we speak.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: In other words,
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          2  what they are talking about --

          3                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: They are talking

          4  about adding to the criteria for potable water, an

          5  odor standard and a color standard. If they do that,

          6  we do not believe that the Croton water will meet

          7  their proposed standard.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: But right now we

          9  meet all the standards --

         10                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Right.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: And the water is

         12  potable and drinkable?

         13                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Right now it

         14  meets every federal standard in place.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Now, we tested

         16  it some three or four years ago.

         17                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: We test it

         18  continuously.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: I am talking

         20  about when we tested it some three or four years

         21  ago, while we were doing the heavy construction,

         22  what was it, the Chelsea Pumping Station? Not the

         23  Chelsea Pumping Station, what was the station?

         24                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: I am not sure.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: It was a big
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          2  capital project.

          3                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: We did quite a

          4  bit of testing back in the early --

          5                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: The Gate House.

          6                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: The Gate House.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: And during that

          8  period of time we were in construction for that huge

          9  Gate House, I understand that the water was tested

         10  and there were some problems with the water, right?

         11                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: We had problems

         12  with the water with respect to E.coli in '92 and

         13  '93.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: But now we don't

         15  have those problems?

         16                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: We don't have

         17  those problems any longer, however, we don't use,

         18  and I would like to clarify this because it is in

         19  your question, we don't use electrified wire to keep

         20  birds out of the reservoir, it is plain fishing

         21  line. It is just physical contact --

         22                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: I am not even

         23  near that question.

         24                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: I understand

         25  that.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: You actually

          3  went over that once before in the Expense Budget

          4  when I asked you about whether or not we were going

          5  to put the cover over Hillsdale and we said no,

          6  everything seems to be working out. But you are

          7  saying we don't use what? Electrified wire.

          8                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: No. There was --

          9  one of your questions from your staff indicated we

         10  were using electrified wire. We don't use

         11  electrified wire, we only use, it is fishing line.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: So, since that

         13  period of time where you had the E.coli, the water

         14  has tested out to be --

         15                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: We had no

         16  difficulty with the water coming out of it because

         17  we have been able to keep the geese out of it with

         18  the methods that we have put into place.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: And did it have

         20  anything to do with the construction of the Gate

         21  House?

         22                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: No, it physically

         23  had to do with keeping the geese out of the water.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Just the geese.

         25                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: That's all it
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          2  was.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Isn't there

          4  something we can do to maintain that watershed by

          5  way of restricting the development, spending money

          6  to do construction, purchase property, whether it be

          7  easements or watershed?

          8                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Well, we are

          9  purchasing the property in the watershed easements

         10  anyhow because it is part of the MOA.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: How much of the

         12  18 million have we spent? How many acres have we

         13  bought?

         14                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Well, the last

         15  time I looked we had 14,000 acres in title and I

         16  just signed an agreement for some thousand acres

         17  just yesterday. So, we are up to about 15,000 acres.

         18  We also have tens of thousands of acres in contract

         19  and in negotiation, so we continue to look at it.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: So purchases and

         21  environmental easement --

         22                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: That's correct.

         23  We have so far spent some $40 million out of the

         24  $250 million we have in our budget for that.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Do you think it
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          2  would require more money if we had more money and

          3  bought more in the watershed area, we could have a

          4  chance of maintaining the quality of that water

          5  supply?

          6                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: That would have

          7  to be evaluated, but there are a lot of other

          8  factors that fit into it. You can't buy land and

          9  protect the water, there has to be an evaluation of

         10  what the standard is going to be that they are going

         11  to require you to meet and what the actual existing

         12  operations of the system are.

         13                 Bill, did you want to get a little

         14  more specific?

         15                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER STASIUK: Yes.

         16  Specifically with regard to Croton, Mr. Chairman,

         17  Croton has got two major problems, one is that you

         18  have a problem in the summer and the late fall when

         19  dissolved oxygen goes down to zero in the lower

         20  levels of the reservoir, and as a result of that, to

         21  avoid major color problems and staining problems, we

         22  frequently shut the system down. When you get into a

         23  drought situation and we have to use that water, we

         24  are going to have significant problems with the

         25  state color standard.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Because of the

          3  lower level of the water supply at that time?

          4                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER STASIUK: No, it

          5  is really a function of two things; primarily high

          6  level of algae in the reservoir, they settle out,

          7  they die, the bacteria eats them and they consume

          8  oxygen in the process.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: There is no way

         10  of remedying that, perhaps even mixing in some of

         11  the high Catskill Delaware water with that?

         12                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER STASIUK: We are

         13  actually field testing high pollinetic aeration

         14  right now. That is one of the projects we have

         15  underway to try and evaluate whether there are

         16  alternatives to filtration. But all of our studies

         17  have indicated that we really need to be able to add

         18  alum at the point that the water enters New Croton

         19  Reservoir, being able to do that we have a chance of

         20  meeting the standards that the Commissioner referred

         21  to with respect to that.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: What are we

         23  doing with respect to that?

         24                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER STASIUK: Well, we

         25  have applied for a permit to the Department of
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          2  Environmental Conservation. They have written back

          3  to us and told us that they want additional

          4  information, and we are in the process of compiling

          5  that.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Are we able to

          7  do that in other things? Is there an outside chance

          8  we will be able to maintain the quality of that

          9  water?

         10                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER STASIUK: If we

         11  get the right to do the pilot program, and we need

         12  the ability to do that, we need the permit to do

         13  that yesterday, because of the time frame to meet

         14  the court mandates, and if at the end of that test

         15  it indicates that the process we think might work

         16  does work, we then have to sell EPA and the state on

         17  the fact that this is a good process not just for

         18  pilot program, but for an ongoing program. And that

         19  is an uphill battle too because there is a major

         20  dichotomy as to whether putting material in the

         21  reservoirs makes much sense, whether it should be

         22  done or shouldn't be done. I think you will find a

         23  lot of fishermen will say it is a bad thing to do.

         24  There is a large synergy that has to take place

         25  before we can get anything like that. I think
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          2  presumptively you are going to find out it is going

          3  to be an uphill battle for us.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: It may be from a

          5  public relations point of view from upstate. But

          6  from a point of view of scientific certainty, or

          7  uncertainty, let's put it that way, as to the

          8  quality of the water that is going to be drunk by

          9  the people of Westchester and New York, that is

         10  something that you determine.

         11                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Let me just

         12  digress for a minute, talking about scientific

         13  certainty. I think one of the things that has to get

         14  into the mix of this thing, that scientific

         15  certainty rarely is the deciding factor in what we

         16  are dealing with. I will just say to you that EPA

         17  basically for any material that would be considered

         18  to be in a certain density, deleterious in drinking

         19  water, even at densities of many times lower than

         20  that, when they establish a standard, the only

         21  standard that they have been able to come out with

         22  so far is zero, even though the scientific certainty

         23  says that you could tolerate a certain level --

         24                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Zero tolerance.

         25                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Zero tolerance.
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          2                 Now, whenever they attempt to use a

          3  standard other than zero, there is an enormous

          4  outroar from the environmental community, there is

          5  an enormous outroar from different political areas,

          6  and they back right down to zero again. They are

          7  ignoring the scientific evidence, we believe. I have

          8  talked to a lot of people around the world about

          9  this, you know, they shake their heads over it, but

         10  it is the process that we live with in this nation

         11  and unfortunately --

         12                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: They are not the

         13  last word. The last word is still the courts.

         14                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Well, the last

         15  word tends to be the courts, but unfortunately,

         16  except for cities like New York, which tends to be

         17  fairly well able to handle itself in court with the

         18  federal government, I can't picture Mount Vernon is

         19  going to want to go into court in a federal court

         20  with a federal agency to take them on over an

         21  environmental matter, but it might cost them five

         22  years penalties from the Environmental Protection

         23  Administration during the period of time and an

         24  enormous financial burden on the people from Mount

         25  Vernon or any other city.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: And Westchester

          3  is well to do is dependent on us.

          4                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Well, part of

          5  what I think comes out of this from the standpoint

          6  of science, I think there is a tremendous spectrum

          7  of people throughout the United States who

          8  essentially look to the City of New York, because we

          9  have the assets to do some of the pilots and the

         10  testing that they don't have the assets to do, if we

         11  don't do that testing, they don't have anything to

         12  benefit from.

         13                 If we can prove a method that has not

         14  been used before and get EPA to accept it, then they

         15  can say me too, but they don't have the ability to

         16  go out and do the testing and pay for it themselves,

         17  so they look to us to a large extent.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Well, I would

         19  suggest to you that it could save us a lot of

         20  problems if we could get the feds to hold off for

         21  awhile.

         22                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: There is no

         23  question in my mind about that, but I have to tell

         24  you, and just to put it in perspective, when I came

         25  into this job, the Croton filter was supposed to be
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          2  on line in March of 2003, and I asked my people when

          3  they briefed me and when I got there is this capable

          4  of being done, and they all looked at each other and

          5  I knew there was a major problem right there, and I

          6  said what is the problem, and they said, no, we

          7  don't think it can be done in 2003. I said 2004?

          8  2007.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: The question I

         10  am asking is does it have to be --

         11                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Let me finish.

         12  The bottom line is, I said if you have got

         13  scientific evidence that shows we can't do it before

         14  2007, let's take it to the regulators, show it to

         15  them, science and logic will prevail. They looked at

         16  me like I was crazy.

         17                 We took it to the State Health

         18  Department. I asked the State Health Department to

         19  review it. They did review it. When they got

         20  finished with the review and our presentations from

         21  our people, they said, yes, you are absolutely

         22  right, it can't be done before the year 2007. I said

         23  will you go with me to EPA and support me in this? I

         24  said of course. And we went to EPA.

         25                 Now, I don't remember the day that
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          2  was but I will tell you the following day they sued

          3  us to complete the project in the Year 2003. That is

          4  their immediate reaction.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Federal EPA.

          6                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Now, we went to

          7  court, it took the better part of two years, but,

          8  again, their logic prevailed, they agreed that it

          9  was impossible to do before the Year 2007, so we

         10  ended up paying a million dollars in a penalty and

         11  we agreed to do about a million dollar environmental

         12  benefit projects --

         13                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER STASIUK: Five

         14  million.

         15                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: I am sorry, 5

         16  million, because we were bad boys and we were not

         17  doing what we had promised to do.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Perhaps it is

         19  still better to do that than to have to spend a

         20  billion dollars --

         21                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: The problem we

         22  have here is the penalty if we don't complete this

         23  thing by the Year 2007 and any of the milestones

         24  that go through it, including the awarding of the

         25  contract, the design, et cetera, we will start

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            74

          1  DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

          2  paying somewhere in the neighborhood of $25,000 to

          3  $35,000 per day and they will drag our tail back

          4  into court again.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Are we on appeal

          6  for the lower Court --

          7                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: We are not on

          8  appeal, we have agreed we have a commitment to go

          9  ahead and do this because the prior administration

         10  agreed to filter it. And we believe that unless some

         11  extraordinary things take place, all of which would

         12  have to happen at one time, including the state

         13  agreeing that we can put alum into the water --

         14                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: And if in fact

         15  alum works.

         16                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: And in fact alum

         17  works.

         18                 Now, if we don't get the approval

         19  from the state to do that alum pilot this summer,

         20  there is no way in hell we can complete enough

         21  studies to go back to the state before we have to

         22  start construction on this project and say to them,

         23  look, the pilot program worked, give us some time

         24  now to put this thing together.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Finally, what is
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          2  the status of the upgrades of the sewage treatment

          3  plants in the Croton watershed?

          4                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: When did we

          5  start?

          6                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: No. What is the

          7  status of it?

          8                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER STASIUK: All of

          9  the privately and publicly owned treatment plants

         10  that the City does not operate are on schedule to be

         11  upgraded by the Year 2002. They have all submitted

         12  -- they are all selected engineers, they have

         13  submitted contracts between the operator and the

         14  engineers and that is proceeding on track.

         15                 We have constructed our own plan at

         16  Mayopak (phonetic), it has to be either

         17  microfiltration or Dynasan put onto that. That is on

         18  track. And we are currently negotiating with the

         19  Village of Brewster with regard to whether or not

         20  Brewster will own and operate the Brewster Sewage

         21  Treatment Plant, rather than we upgrading that plant

         22  ourselves.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: So I am sure we

         24  will be coming back to this some time in the future,

         25  the whole issue, so that you are saying you are
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          2  doing everything you possibly can right now?

          3                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Yes. And we would

          4  be pleased to supply you with a copy, we have

          5  milestones, those milestones include completion of

          6  the Environmental Impact Study, obtaining the

          7  approval of the City Planning Commission, obtaining

          8  approval of the Council and moving forward, et

          9  cetera. Each one of those, any one of those that

         10  gets blown as a deadline, and we are talking about

         11  days from now, we start paying a penalty and they

         12  haul our tail back into court again.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: We also have

         14  milestones to the Catskill watershed filtration.

         15                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: That's correct.

         16  We are in fact meeting those as we go.

         17                 We, in fact, as you know, are

         18  becoming true with an environmental impact study on

         19  the placement of the filtration plant for the

         20  Catskill and Delaware system, even though neither

         21  one of us, and I don't think anybody in this room

         22  that we are ever going to have to build that plant

         23  in our lifetime.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: I mentioned that

         25  earlier.
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          2                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: But EPA expects

          3  us to continue down that path in the event that we

          4  blow the MOA that we will install the Catskill

          5  Delaware system on a time line that is already

          6  included in our agreements with them.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: And the final

          8  word on this, could I possibly get some sort of a

          9  map where you purchase or where you intend to

         10  purchase the property?

         11                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Sure, absolutely.

         12  I think we have already provided you with a map that

         13  shows where we intended to purchase.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: The Croton

         15  watershed I am talking about.

         16                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Croton, that's

         17  fine. We have it for all three watersheds.

         18                 What we have done is we have

         19  prioritized the land based upon its environmental

         20  value to us and what we are trying to do is to

         21  concentrate our efforts in the most highly

         22  prioritized areas of all three watersheds.

         23                 That thousand acres I talked to you

         24  about is in the Putnam County in the Croton

         25  Watershed.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: My final thought

          3  on this --

          4                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: I am sorry, I

          5  apologize. It is in the Putnam County but it is in

          6  the Cat/Del watershed.

          7                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER STASIUK: Actually

          8  it is in both because that part of the watershed is

          9  common to both. The water goes to Cat/Del, if it

         10  wasn't going to Cat/Del, the water would run into

         11  Croton Reservoir.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Hopefully we

         13  don't have to go, but if we have to, I think it is

         14  important for us to convince everybody that we have

         15  done everything humanly possible to avoid having to

         16  build that --

         17                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: I believe that my

         18  mandate was to test the entire system to determine

         19  what alternatives were available to us. As you said,

         20  the first thing we tested was whether we needed the

         21  water.

         22                 When we have revalidated those

         23  studies we have gone forward to the next limit.

         24                 The federal government told me don't

         25  bother revalidating, we don't really care. That has
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          2  been their approach all along.

          3                 I think that ultimately there are

          4  very few people in science who believe that at some

          5  point in the future we might have to filter all

          6  water based upon whatever criteria come out and

          7  further studies that go on. The system always gets

          8  much more rigid in the limits of what they are

          9  willing to accept become lower.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Yes, but we also

         11  know that even if we have to do filtration, we are

         12  still going to have to do all of those things

         13  necessary to keep the watershed in good condition.

         14                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: That is

         15  absolutely correct, and in fact that is the beauty

         16  of what we are doing with the MOA, that billion and

         17  a half dollars, which I am very convinced has saved

         18  us many times a billion and a half dollars, will

         19  result in permanent improvements in the quality of

         20  the watershed and therefore the quality of the water

         21  falls from the ground onto the ground and into our

         22  water supply system. We are getting the effluent

         23  that is coming out of the wastewater plants that

         24  were talked about earlier up in the watershed has

         25  gone from like 40 to 50 percent removals maybe on
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          2  average, up to 95 or 98 percent removals which means

          3  the quantity, the purity of the water as we put it

          4  out there has reached a point where it is pretty

          5  close to, if not right on the drinkable standard.

          6                 Now, that is remarkable, but it has

          7  been sitting up there for generations, nobody has

          8  been doing anything about it, we have brought this

          9  all together, this is a permanent improvement. The

         10  purchase of the land will be for all time. We are

         11  guaranteeing ourselves there won't be a heavy

         12  development in the Catskill Delaware watershed that

         13  will force that early requirement to filter because

         14  of a degradation of the water.

         15                 We are very comfortable everything we

         16  are doing is a win/win.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Of course we are

         18  dealing with the single most -- single largest

         19  capital project, except for the water tunnels

         20  themselves in the City which we are talking about, a

         21  billion dollars on the capital project --

         22                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Well, again,

         23  thinking back on it, Newtown Creek is bigger than

         24  that and if we had to build a Cat/Del filter, we are

         25  talking somewhere in the neighborhood of $6 billion,
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          2  essentially the cost of the third water pump.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: But there are

          4  many unintended consequences, we have to be --

          5                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Well, we have to

          6  be careful that we are stepping on firm ground as we

          7  go. We also have to be careful that even though we

          8  keep moving forward, we look at each side, because

          9  if technology changes or circumstances change, we

         10  may want to step back from that, move over and start

         11  something else. We have to get credibility with EPA,

         12  we have to get acceptability of innovative science

         13  and technology from EPA and that is our single

         14  biggest problem at this point in time, they are

         15  relatively intransigent about what they want. If it

         16  hasn't been tested 50 times before some place else,

         17  they are very, very gunshy of it.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Even though it

         19  is not in the MOA, are they participating in that

         20  area of watershed of Croton, participating in the

         21  whole farm program?

         22                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: The federal

         23  government?

         24                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: No, the state

         25  farmers.
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          2                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: The state farmers

          3  have adopted it enthusiastically. We are making

          4  remarkable strides --

          5                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: In the Croton

          6  system?

          7                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Yes. The farm

          8  system is working. There is no other way to describe

          9  it. It is a success that the federal government is

         10  showing all over the country to other people to say,

         11  you know, it has been done here, you can use it

         12  there.

         13                 Again, we pioneered it, we paid for

         14  it, and we think that the rest of the country can

         15  benefit by it.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: I understand

         17  that the state wants to build some roads through the

         18  watershed. I just recently saw --

         19                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Well, essentially

         20  State DOH continues --

         21                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: And they are

         22  exempted from the MOA.

         23                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Well, they are

         24  exempted from the MOA by the MOA, by Executive Order

         25  of the Governor they are required to conform
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          2  basically.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: And so we will

          4  require them to conform.

          5                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: We are doing that

          6  right now. We have rejected a certain proposal they

          7  have given us for some of the highways that they

          8  want to upgrade and to expand the usage of.

          9                 Our standard essentially is, we not

         10  only want you to damage our water, we want to see

         11  how much of an improvement this project will give us

         12  if we get a better quality water --

         13                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: I would love to

         14  get a memo as to the situation with respect --

         15                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: That is still

         16  pending because -- well, why don't you expound on

         17  that.

         18                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER GREELEY: We have

         19  actually entered into a memorandum of agreement with

         20  the Department of Transportation that provides for

         21  them to meet all of the requirements of the

         22  memorandum of agreement --

         23                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: However it still

         24  recites they are technically exempt.

         25                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER GREELEY: Right.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: The memorandum

          3  does recite the fact that technically they are

          4  exempt, but we expect them to be --

          5                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER GREELEY: And they

          6  have cooperated.

          7                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: The Governor

          8  expects them.

          9                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER GREELEY: We just

         10  met this week with the new regional director in

         11  Region 8 which covers everything east of the Hudson

         12  and a couple of counties west of the Hudson, and

         13  they have not only agreed that their own projects

         14  should meet this kind of standard, but they want to

         15  develop design standards so that the county highway

         16  departments and the town highway departments will

         17  follow guidelines for state and federal funding,

         18  which meet the same standards that they have agreed

         19  to.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: But not only are

         21  we going to require the Croton water to meet certain

         22  standards which we anticipate in the future, but

         23  also the Catskill Delaware has to meet those future

         24  standards.

         25                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: That's true. The
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          2  Catskill/Delaware, by the very of the fact that it

          3  is less well developed and just the quality of the

          4  water, kinds of water, the Ph in the water, et

          5  cetera.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: The water color

          7  and everything else.

          8                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: It is in much

          9  better condition from a color and odor standpoint

         10  than the Croton system is.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Kathryn Freed

         12  has a question.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: A couple of

         14  quick questions.

         15                 If we have to do the, I guess it is

         16  the Del/Cat, Cat/Del --

         17                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: CD.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Okay. How much

         19  -- you said that was essentially going to be about

         20  six, we always hear six to eight billion?

         21                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: It is six to

         22  eight billion dollars we anticipate in capital

         23  construction costs today, and of course we are not

         24  going to have to build it today, it will be

         25  something later, and we are anticipating it cost as
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          2  much as 300 to 500 million dollars a year in

          3  operation and maintenance.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: You anticipated

          5  my next question.

          6                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: That will double

          7  the water rate bills. That project alone would

          8  double the water rate bills.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: And in Croton,

         10  how much do we think that would cost?

         11                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: At this time we

         12  are looking at $600 million, but obviously it would

         13  be spread out over a period of years. When you get

         14  finally finished with it in whatever year dollars we

         15  spend, it is probably going to be closer to 800, 900

         16  million all together.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: And

         18  operation-wise?

         19                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Operation-wise, I

         20  would guess somewhere in the neighborhood of 200

         21  million dollars.

         22                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER GREELEY: I think

         23  it was 50 million a year, in that range.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Oh, cheap, at

         25  half the price.
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          2                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Well, again, it

          3  is a whole lot lower quantity of water, so that's

          4  good.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Oh, okay.

          6                 By the way, you kept mentioning alum,

          7  what does alum do?

          8                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER GREELEY: Alum is

          9  a -- actually it is a coagulant and what it would do

         10  is it takes out the organic material, it causes the

         11  color, and it also precipitates out phosphorus,

         12  which causes the, really is food for the algae. So

         13  we would be able to solve the two major problems

         14  with the Croton by alum precipitation.

         15                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: But there is a

         16  whole body of people that say adding anything to the

         17  water is an anathema so we have to contend with that

         18  too.

         19                 I have gone to the point --

         20                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: That situation

         21  came to fluoride also.

         22                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Absolutely

         23  correct.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: There are still

         25  people who want to take the fluoride out of the
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          2  water.

          3                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: We still have

          4  that kind of problem.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Does alum do

          6  anything else good for us?

          7                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: No, it doesn't do

          8  anything else good for us. Actually we don't expect

          9  it to get into the human body, we expect it to be

         10  used as a coagulant and to settle with the material

         11  to the bottom and then eventually would be taken out

         12  and recovered.

         13                 I have gotten so far as to say if

         14  they don't want it in the reservoir, we would build

         15  it in a tank alongside, so that it was not

         16  technically in the reservoir, and we would treat the

         17  water with alum in this holding tank and then put it

         18  in the reservoir. You know, we are still looking to

         19  get the pilot program done before we can even get to

         20  that point.

         21                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER GREELEY:

         22  Actually, alum is used in water supplies all over

         23  the world as a coagulant, so it is not unusual.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Okay.

         25                 I did have that question about the
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          2  marine borers, what is going on with them? Are they

          3  still slowly taking over?

          4                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: They are alive

          5  and well and all over New York City. And, again, our

          6  success is here where we are forced on our own patod

          7  (phonetic) as the saying goes.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Right.

          9                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: The problem is we

         10  have cleaned the water up to the extent where they

         11  are capable of living in it again. I have just told

         12  you we are the major part and parcel of bringing of

         13  them back to the Gowanus Canal. There are a lot of

         14  wood bulkheads along the Gowanus Canal that when the

         15  dissolved oxygen level gets up and stabilizes above

         16  three the borers will be very eager to get back in

         17  for another feast.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Maybe we could

         19  give them some alum.

         20                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: If that would

         21  solve the problem I would be very pleased to provide

         22  it. Although we would need a lot of alum.

         23                 But the issue is it is a problem and

         24  we have to --

         25                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Which
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          2  constitutes a bigger threat, the marine borers or

          3  the zebra mussels?

          4                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Well, from the

          5  standpoint of our drinking water the zebra mussel is

          6  what we are concerned about. From the standpoint of

          7  the waterfront structures, obviously the borers are

          8  the things to -- we don't have a hell of a lot of

          9  wood in place in our water system, so the borers

         10  wouldn't -- and it is fresh water, the borers are

         11  salt water borers.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Oh, no such

         13  luck we could just -- I mean, because we have them

         14  on the piers of course, can't we give them plastic

         15  or something?

         16                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: What we need is

         17  to make them citizens and get them to vote.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: That is what is

         19  being done, the Commissioner of Sanitation testified

         20  on that, they are wrapping them with plastic.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Oh, good.

         22                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: In fact, we are

         23  involved with that also. Polytechnic University has

         24  been doing some studies on basically, number one,

         25  lining wooden piles with a plastic substance,
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          2  basically recovered from old Coca Cola bottles and

          3  Pepsi Cola bottles.

          4                 They are also doing some work on

          5  developing structural piles that are essentially

          6  plastic piles, totally plastic piles. And they have

          7  seen some success. And again, we are trying to work

          8  with them t see if we can help be part of the pilot

          9  that tests that.

         10                 Again, there is where again the City

         11  of New York can be at the forefront, and I think --

         12                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: I think just

         13  because I like to see agencies coordinating, you

         14  should know that the Commissioner of Sanitation was

         15  asked these questions and he had a problem with the

         16  plastic pilings, because there is not enough give to

         17  them.

         18                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: That is exactly

         19  correct, but part of what Polytechnic University is

         20  looking at is going from strictly a visual and a

         21  borer protected pile into a structural pile that has

         22  give, that has structural strength and can be used

         23  in place of a wooden pile.

         24                 They are not just looking to

         25  impregnate these things, they are looking to come up
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          2  with a complete replacement for wood piles, and they

          3  think they have got a fairly good shot at it. They

          4  are working with some folks in France, and we will

          5  be working with them, I personally will be working

          6  with them, you know, on other issues. Obviously what

          7  we are doing in the interim is we are encasing

          8  wooden piles in concrete or wrapping them in plastic

          9  and bonding the plastic.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: He sort of said

         11  it is like Saran Wrap.

         12                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Well, that is

         13  basically part of it.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: And as long as

         15  they don't get hit by lightning, which is unlikely

         16  if they are under water.

         17                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Well, again that

         18  is an issue. If it is encased in concrete it doesn't

         19  matter. What they are looking at again is the issue

         20  of plastics that will not support combustion.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: And what is

         22  going on with the little zebra mussels that were

         23  mentioned?

         24                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: We have been

         25  successful in keeping them so far out of the water
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          2  system. We intend to keep doing that. What we do is

          3  we require that anyone who uses a boat on any one of

          4  our waterways has to have the boat steamcleaned

          5  before it can be installed in the waterway. If it is

          6  put into the waterway it cannot be taken out without

          7  being cleaned, we don't want them going away

          8  contaminated. We don't permit motors, because you

          9  can get mussels in the interspaces in the motors. We

         10  check all of our pipes, we do tests for them to see

         11  whether we are getting them or not getting them.

         12                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER GREELEY: And we

         13  have a contingency plan that if it does become a

         14  problem we are prepared to deal with it by treating

         15  in the aqueducts and treating in the release works

         16  from the reservoirs.

         17                 But based on the chemistry of the

         18  Cat/Del system, it is almost zero percent

         19  probability that they can propagate in the majority

         20  of the watershed. There is a possibility they

         21  couldn't at Croton.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: I thought maybe

         23  instead of the boats you should steam the mussels.

         24                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER GREELEY: We have

         25  heard that before.
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          2                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: They are too

          3  small actually.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Doesn't

          5  anything eat them?

          6                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Actually right

          7  now there appears to be no natural enemy for them

          8  whatsoever.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: They are not

         10  indigenous to our area, they came from a foreign

         11  place.

         12                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: They are

         13  European, they came in probably in ballast water in

         14  ships that was pumped out in the five great lakes,

         15  and they have been traveling from the great lakes

         16  ever since.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: I think I saw

         18  this on X-Files once.

         19                 Nothing eats them where they

         20  originally come from either?

         21                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: No, we have

         22  nothing at this point that will hold them back. I

         23  mean, obviously there are people who are looking for

         24  some sort of a natural enemy to them or something

         25  that will kill them?
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: How do they

          3  taste?

          4                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: They are so

          5  small, they can be microscopic.

          6                 DEPUTY COMMISSIONER GREELEY: They

          7  don't taste good at all.

          8                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: They taste pretty

          9  shelly actually.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Council Member

         11  Freed, do you have another question?

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: No. Thank you.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Very good.

         14                 My final question. DEP will remediate

         15  three landfills previously operated by the

         16  Department of Sanitation, located on Pennsylvania

         17  Avenue, Fountain Avenue and Brookville Avenue, as a

         18  result of illegal disposal practices occurred while

         19  the landfills were in active operation, all sites

         20  are on New York State's list of inactive hazardous

         21  sites, thus qualifying for up to 75 percent cost

         22  reimbursement from the state.

         23                 The four-year capital plan allocates

         24  166.5 million dollars in state funding and 61.9

         25  million of City general obligation bonds.
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          2                 Can you update the Committee on the

          3  remediation site, the status of each site, the cost

          4  of each site, what are DEP's and the City's plans

          5  for these sites? I am sure you have the question in

          6  front of you. We gave you this question.

          7                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Yes, we do have

          8  the question. I just would like to clarify one

          9  thing. It is not general obligation money, it is

         10  Water Board money.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: That's what I

         12  thought. We stand corrected.

         13                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: I will ask Joseph

         14  Ketas to respond.

         15                 MR. KETAS: Yes, I could actually

         16  answer your last question first. We were obligated

         17  to close four landfills really, and the Pelham

         18  landfill has now been successfully closed and is

         19  going through the operation and maintenance phase

         20  and that is why you don't see any money in the

         21  budget.

         22                 With respect to the other three, the

         23  Pennsylvania and Fountain Avenue Landfills, we have

         24  completed the remedial investigation and feasibility

         25  studies and the construction phase, the actually
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          2  closing, building the closure plan is starting as we

          3  speak. It will take approximately five years to

          4  complete.

          5                 With respect to the Brookfield Avenue

          6  Landfill, we have completed the remedial

          7  investigation, that is the testing phase of the

          8  work, we submitted the first phase of the

          9  feasibility study which is an investigation of

         10  alternatives for remediating the landfills, and

         11  within a few weeks we are going to be submitting the

         12  second phase of the feasibility study, which is

         13  finding the recommended alternative for closing the

         14  landfill, and we are going to be then talking to

         15  both the State DEC and the Technical Advisory

         16  Committees that are looking at that work and trying

         17  to wrap that up and beginning the construction early

         18  next year of the closure plan. And that will take

         19  approximately three to five years also to close.

         20                 With respect to the end use plans for

         21  those landfills, it varies depending on where those

         22  landfills are. With respect to the Pelham landfill,

         23  we have begun a natural resource habitat restoration

         24  plan for the closure of that. With respect to the

         25  Penn and Fountain Avenue landfills, we are now
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          2  talking to the surrounding community to the state

          3  and to the National Park Service because that is

          4  actually National Park Service land. We have a draft

          5  plan to do a combination natural resource habitat

          6  closure plan.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Which one is the

          8  park service?

          9                 MR. KETAS: Both the Penn and Fountain

         10  Avenue Landfills are under --

         11                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Penn and

         12  Fountain Avenue.

         13                 MR. KETAS: Yes.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Thank you.

         15                 Anymore?

         16                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: Let me clarify. I

         17  misspoke when I said it was rate payer money, it is

         18  not. It is actually a three to one match. We put up

         19  25 percent of the money, and it is in general

         20  obligation funds. The other 75 percent comes from

         21  matching grants.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: It is GO?

         23                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: General

         24  obligation money. My apology.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Okay.
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          2                 Now, are these listed as inactive

          3  hazardous sites, to be qualified to be put on EPA's

          4  superfunds?

          5                 MR. KETAS: Yes, they are.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: So we should get

          7  some federal money for this?

          8                 MR. KETAS: Yes. Actually, the monies

          9  -- they are both classified as Superfund sites

         10  under the state Superfund program also, and we are

         11  eligible to receive 75 percent reimbursement from

         12  the old Environmental Quality Bond Acts that were

         13  issued by the State. Not the latest one that was

         14  issued the last year and a half or so, but the

         15  previous ones.

         16                 And the State is now in the process

         17  of taking a look at reauthorizing their Superfund

         18  program and adding more money to that pot of money,

         19  so we think we are going to be reimbursed 75 percent

         20  for all of those landfills.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: Any money we can

         22  save to prevent the costs going up for the water and

         23  sewers.

         24                 Any other questions?

         25                 Thank you very much, Commissioner. As
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          2  usual you were very responsive and very erudite and

          3  very informative.

          4                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: We always

          5  appreciate coming here. We get an insightful and

          6  very respectful hearing, and we appreciate your

          7  interest and your input.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: We are

          9  especially pleased that you brought your wife with

         10  you today.

         11                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: I told her I

         12  wanted her to see good government in operation.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON MICHELS: That is the

         14  highest form of compliment.

         15                 Thank you. Congratulations, again, on

         16  your brand new grandchild. May your family be

         17  plentiful and flourish.

         18                 COMMISSIONER MIELE: My kids have got

         19  seven now, I think they are about tired.

         20                 (Hearing concluded at 5:20 p.m.)
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