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By Council Members Powers and Rivera 
..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of correction to share data with correctional health services regarding sick calls and to repeal section 9-108 of the administrative code of the city of New York, relating to health care services for incarcerated individuals
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Section 9-107 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding new subdivision c to read as follows: 

c. The department of health and mental hygiene shall ensure that any health care provider the department contracts with to provide medical and health services to incarcerated individuals shall provide arrangements and ensure that facilities are made available for outpatient treatment and for suitable amenities for the continuance of medicated assisted treatment and related social therapy for all persons who have received such treatment in conformance with this section. Such continued treatment shall be voluntary, and shall commence upon the discharge of such persons from any penal institution and/or upon the termination of any period of parole.
§ 2. Section 9-108 of the administrative code of the city of New York is REPEALED. and a new section 9-108 is added to read as follows:  
 9-108 Correctional health services. a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings: 

Completed sick call. The term “completed sick call” refers to a sick call made by an incarcerated individual which resulted in the individual seeing and being assessed by health care or medical personnel. Department of health. The term “department of health” refers to the department of health and mental hygiene. 

   Emergency sick call. The term “emergency sick call” refers to a sick call requiring care for an acute illness or an unexpected health need that cannot be deferred until the next scheduled sick call or clinic without jeopardy to the incarcerated individual’s health or causing undue suffering.
Health care personnel. The term “health care personnel” refers to professionals who meet qualifications stipulated by their profession and who possess all credentials and licenses required by New York state law. 
Medical personnel. The term “medical personnel” refers to physicians, physician assistants and nurse practitioners.
Sick call. The term “sick call” refers to a request made by an incarcerated individual to see health care personnel for the purpose of assessing and treating a medical condition. 

b. The department of health shall ensure that any health care provider the department contracts with to provide medical and health services to incarcerated individuals collect information pertaining to sick calls, including the following: 

1. The number of sick calls requested;

2. The name and book and case number of the person requesting sick call; 

3. The facility and housing area where each requestor is located; 

4.  The date and time when each sick call is requested and completed;

5. The time of departure from housing area to clinic;

6. The number of sick calls completed within 24 hours; and 

7. Where applicable, the time of recall departure 
c. Within 30 days of the beginning of each quarter, the department of health shall submit to the council and post on its website a report containing information pertaining to sick calls that occurred during the preceding quarter.  All data shall be submitted in a machine readable format and shall be stored permanently on the department’s website.  Such report shall include: 

1. The number of sick calls requested, in total and disaggregated by facility, housing area, and emergency and non-emergency sick calls.  

2. For completed sick calls, the length of time, in hours, between when the sick call was requested and completed, disaggregated by emergency and non-emergency sick calls.

3. The number of sick calls requested and not completed, in total and disaggregated by facility, the reason why the sick call was not completed, and emergency and non-emergency sick calls. 

4. If a category contains between 1 and 5 incarcerated individuals, or allows another category to be narrowed to between 1 and 5 incarcerated individuals, the number shall be replaced with a symbol.
§ 3. This local law takes effect 30 days after it becomes law.
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