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March 2, 2010
Preconsidered Int. No. ___:

By Council Members Gennaro, and Garodnick
Title:

A Local Law to amend the New York City Charter and the Administrative Code of the City of New York, in relation to streamlining approvals for environmentally beneficial technologies, design and construction techniques, materials and products.
Charter and Administrative Code:

Amends section 20 of the New York City Charter by adding a new subdivision i. Amends article 103 of chapter 1 of Title 28 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York by adding a new section 28-103.1.3.
1. Introduction

On Tuesday, March 2, the Committee on Technology, chaired by Council Member Daniel R. Garodnick will conduct a second hearing on Preconsidered Int. No. ___.  This bill would create an Interagency Green Team and an Innovation Review Board.  The Committee on Technology conducted its first hearing on this legislative item jointly with the Committee on Environmental Protection, chaired by Council Member James F. Gennaro, on February 25, 2010.
2. Background


In July 2008, New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg and New York City Council Speaker Christine Quinn jointly asked the Urban Green Council to “convene a group of building industry experts to undertake a review of the current building codes and make recommendations on how they could be amended to promote more sustainable practices.”
 On July 14, 2008 the Urban Green Council convened the NYC Green Codes Task Force.
 Over the next ten months, over two hundred task force volunteers produced one hundred eleven recommendations, which were delivered to Mayor Bloomberg and Speaker Quinn in August 2009 for pre-publication review.
 Cost assessments were then prepared by Bovis Lend-Lease with direction from the Mayor’s Office of Economic Development.
 The final report was delivered to Mayor Bloomberg and Speaker Quinn on February 1, 2010.


Preconsidered Int. No. ___ was based on the recommendation OC 6 (Overarching Code Issues) entitled “Streamline Approvals for Green Technologies & Projects.”
3. Preconsidered Int. No. ___, A Local Law to amend the New York city charter and the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to streamlining approvals for environmentally beneficial technologies, design and construction techniques, materials and products
Preconsidered Int. No. ___ would amend section 20 of the New York City Charter by adding a new subdivision (i) that would create an Interagency Green Team. This bill would furthermore amend article 103 of chapter 1 of Title 28 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York by adding a new section 28-103.1.3 that would create an Innovation Review Board within the Department of Buildings.
Section one of this bill is a declaration of legislative findings and intent. The Council finds that, while new technologies, materials and products are being rapidly developed, there are often no rules that permit and regulate their use. Because these technologies introduce interdisciplinary issues that are hard to regulate by separate agencies, regulatory hurdles may effectively prohibit or delay projects that utilize new technologies. The City, however, could benefit from the experiences of early adopters of new technologies and should facilitate their efforts. It is, therefore, in the City’s best interests to consolidate and streamline the review of new technologies, materials and products to determine if they are safe for use in the City, and, if so, under what conditions.
Section two of this bill amends section 20 of the New York City Charter by adding a new subdivision (i), establishing an Interagency Green Team (“IGT”) within the Office of Long-Term Planning and Sustainability. Under the management of the Director of the Office of Long-Term Planning and Sustainability (“Director”), the IGT shall facilitate the use of innovative technologies, and assist innovative projects in addressing City agency regulatory requirements. The IGT shall include the Commissioner of Buildings, the Commissioner of Environmental Protection, the Commissioner of Transportation, the Commissioner of Design and Construction, the Commissioner of Health and Mental Hygiene, and the Chairperson of the City Planning Commission, or their respective designees. When the Director believes it is appropriate with respect to specific matters being considered by the IGT, the Director shall also designate members from among the Fire Commissioner, the Commissioner of Parks and Recreation, the Commissioner of Consumer Affairs, the Commissioner of Emergency Management, the Commissioner of Housing Preservation and Development, the Commissioner of Sanitation, and the Chairperson of the Landmarks Preservation Commission, or their respective designees.
Section three of this bill amends Article 103 of chapter one of Title 28 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York by adding a new Section 28-103.1.3 that creates an Innovation Review Board (“IRB”) within the Department of Buildings. The IRB shall include the Commissioner of Buildings (“Commissioner”), the Commissioner of Environmental Protection, the Commissioner of Health and Mental Hygiene, the Commissioner of Design and Construction, and the Chairperson of the City Planning Commission, or their respective designees. When the Commissioner believes it is appropriate with respect to specific matters being considered by the IRB, the Commissioner shall also designate members from among the Fire Commissioner, the Commissioner of Transportation, the Commissioner of Parks and Recreation, the Commissioner of Consumer Affairs, the Commissioner of Emergency Management, the Commissioner of Housing Preservation and Development, the Commissioner of Sanitation, the Chairperson of the Landmarks Preservation Commission and non-governmental organizations and individuals, or their respective designees. There is nothing in this legislation, however, that would preclude the Innovation Review Board from consulting with or soliciting the opinion of representatives of other governmental entities, such as the New York City Housing Authority or the School Construction Authority, where appropriate.
The Commissioner shall convene the IRB quarterly, or more often as the Commissioner may deem necessary, to review specific projects that propose to employ new technologies, construction or design techniques, materials or products (“Technology”), to review proposals for approval of new Technologies, and to initiate reviews of new technologies in order to determine their environmental and sustainability benefits. The IRB shall make recommendations as to the conditions and purposes for which a Technology may be appropriately employed in New York City. Where the IRB has approved a Technology, the Commissioner shall consider such recommendations, and may, by rule or other method, authorize the use of such Technology with such conditions and for such purposes as may be necessary.

Section four of this bill provides that this local law shall take effect one hundred twenty days after enactment, provided that the Commissioner of Buildings and the Director of the Office of Long-Term Planning and Sustainability shall take such measures as are necessary for its implementation, including the promulgation of rules, prior to the effective date.
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A Local Law
To amend the New York city charter and the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to streamlining approvals for environmentally beneficial  technologies, design and construction techniques, materials and products.
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1.  Legislative findings and intent.   The Council finds that new technologies, materials and products that address environmental concerns are rapidly being developed, and many building owners and developers are eager to implement them. However, there are often no rules governing the use of new “green” technologies, design and construction techniques, materials and products. There are also interagency regulatory issues, which can effectively prohibit or delay projects that utilize new technologies. Many innovative green building projects have difficulty obtaining permits because the technologies introduce interdisciplinary issues that are hard to regulate by separate agencies. Nonetheless, the City benefits from the experimental efforts of early adopters and should facilitate their work.

The Council further finds that coordinating activities among city agencies may expedite the adoption of sustainable building practices and technologies materials and products providing the range of environmental, sustainability and health benefits associated with green building.
Therefore, the Council finds that it is in the best interests of the City to consolidate the activities of key agencies within a single interagency task force to be headed by the Director of the Mayor’s Office of Long-Term Planning and Sustainability and to create within the Department of Buildings an Innovation Review Board to review new green technologies, design and construction techniques, materials and products and advise the Commissioner of Buildings under what conditions and for what purposes they may be safely employed in New York City.

§2.  Section 20 of the New York city charter is amended by adding a new subdivision i to read as follows: 

          i. Interagency green team. 1. There is hereby established within the office an interagency green team under the management of the director or the director’s designee to facilitate the use of innovative technologies, design and construction techniques, materials or products that may have significant environmental and sustainability benefits and to assist innovative projects in addressing city agency regulatory requirements. 
 
2. The interagency green team shall include as members the  commissioners of  buildings,  environmental protection, transportation, design and construction, health and mental hygiene and the chairperson of the city planning commission, or their respective designees, and such other members as the director shall designate.  The director shall also designate members from among the fire commissioner and the commissioners of parks and recreation, consumer affairs, emergency management, housing preservation and development, sanitation, and the chairperson of the landmarks preservation commission, or their respective designees, with respect to specific matters being considered by the interagency green team where the director determines it appropriate to do so.

§3. Article 103 of chapter 1 of title 28 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 33 for the year 2007, is amended by adding a new section 28-103.1.3 to read as follows:

§28-103.1.3 Innovation review board. There is hereby established within the department an innovation review board which shall include as members in addition to the commissioner, the commissioners of environmental protection, health and mental hygiene and design and construction and the chairperson of the city planning commission, or their respective designees. The commissioner shall also designate members from among the fire commissioner and the commissioners of transportation, parks and recreation, consumer affairs, emergency management, housing preservation and development and sanitation and the chairperson of the landmarks preservation commission, and non-governmental organizations and individuals, or their respective designees, with respect to specific matters being considered by the board where the commissioner determines it appropriate to do so.

§28-103.1.3.1 Meetings and recommendations. The commissioner shall convene the innovation review board at least quarterly, or more often as the commissioner may deem necessary to address issues in a timely manner to (i) review specific projects that propose to employ new technologies, design or construction techniques, materials or products, (ii) review proposals for approval of and to initiate reviews of such of new technologies, design or construction techniques, materials or products in order to determine their environmental and sustainability benefits, (iii) make recommendations as to under what conditions and for what purposes each may be appropriately employed in New York city, and (iv) streamline approvals of specific innovative projects.  If the board recommends that a technology, design or construction technique, material or product may appropriately be employed, the commissioner shall consider such recommendation and may by rule or other method as the commissioner deems appropriate, authorize the use of such technology, design or construction technique, material or product and under what conditions and for what purposes each may be appropriately employed. The commissioner shall state in writing to the interagency green team established pursuant to subdivision i of section twenty of the charter what action the commissioner shall take with respect to each such recommendation and the reasons for the action taken. 

§4. This local law shall take effect one hundred twenty days after enactment, provided, however, that the commissioner of buildings and the director of the mayor’s office of long-term planning and sustainability shall take such measures as are necessary for its implementation, including the promulgation of rules, prior to such effective date.
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� Id. at p. 3.


� Id. at p. 4.


� Id. at p. 4.


� Id. at p. 4.





PAGE  
10

