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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:  Would the

          3  clerk please now call the roll for the new Stated

          4  Meeting.

          5                 CITY CLERK: Abel.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK: Berman.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK: Boyland.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK: Carrion.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK: Clarke.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK: Cruz.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 CITY CLERK: Dear.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK: DiBrienza.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK: Dilan.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK: Eisland.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK: Eldridge.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK: Espada.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK: Fisher.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK: Foster.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK: Freed.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK: Golden.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK: Harrison.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 CITY CLERK: Henry.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 CITY CLERK: Koslowitz.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK: Lasher.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 CITY CLERK: Leffler.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK: Linares.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK: Lopez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK: Marshall.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 CITY CLERK: McCaffrey.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK: Michels.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK: Miller.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK: Moskowitz.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK: Nelson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK: Oddo.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:  Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK: O'Donovan.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK: Perkins.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK: Pinkett.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK: Povman.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK: Provenzano.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK: Quinn.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK: Reed.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK: Rivera.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK: Robinson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK: Robles.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK: Rodriguez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK: Sabini.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK: Spigner.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK: Stabile.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK: Warden.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 CITY CLERK: Watkins.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK: White.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 CITY CLERK: Wooten.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK: Ognibene.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK: Speaker Mr. Vallone.

          8                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Here.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Reverend

         10  Foster, if you could come forward at this time.

         11                 A quorum is present and accounted

         12  for.

         13                 We will commence this Stated Meeting

         14  with an Invocation delivered by your colleague,

         15  Council Member Reverend Wendell Foster of the Bronx.

         16                 REVEREND FOSTER: Let us pray

         17  together.

         18                 Our God, and our Father, we come at

         19  this place, at this time, and at this moment in

         20  history with heavy hearts, and, yet, we are not

         21  dismayed. We realize that this is still your world

         22  and we belong to you.

         23                 We come with heavy hearts because so

         24  many lost their lives, so many families are

         25  suffering, and, yet, we come with a people filled
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          2  with hope we can encourage those who are left

          3  behind.

          4                 Be Thou with us in this meeting, even

          5  as we ask Thy blessings upon our Mayor, our Speaker

          6  of this Council, our Public Advocate, our Governor,

          7  and all those of us who are concerned with

          8  government.

          9                 We especially thank Thee for taking

         10  care of the orphans and widows of our policemen and

         11  our firemen. Be Thou with us as we join together and

         12  rebuild this, our City, your City, and help us to

         13  help people who are in need.

         14                 May we reach out to those who are

         15  hungry, those who are suffering, those who are in

         16  need, and show that there is one New York, that we

         17  are united in mind, in body and in heart.

         18                 Be Thou with us and bless us, as we

         19  shall further wait upon Thee in this meeting. This

         20  is our prayer. Amen.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Please be

         22  seated.

         23                 Thank you, Reverend Foster for those

         24  important words.

         25                 To spread the Invocation in full upon
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          2  the record, is Council Member Carrion present?

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: I move to

          4  spread the Invocation in full upon the record.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered.

          6  Thank you, Council Member Carrion.

          7                 To adopt the minutes of the Stated

          8  Meeting of July 26th, 2001, Council Member Quinn.

          9                 Is Council Member Quinn in the

         10  Chamber?

         11                 Not seeing her, Council Member

         12  Robles.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: A motion that

         14  the minutes of the Stated Meeting of July 26, 2001,

         15  be adopted.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered.

         17                 Any Messages and Papers from the

         18  Mayor?

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: None, sir.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Communication

         21  from City, County and Borough Offices.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: None, sir.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Petitions and

         24  communications.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: None, sir.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Before we

          3  continue, I will just ask everybody please shut off

          4  your cell phones and do not receive calls on your

          5  cell phones, which has occasionally happened in the

          6  past. It is an important meeting and it really

          7  shouldn't be disrupted with outside business.

          8                 Thank you very much.

          9                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Mr. Public Advocate,

         10  we have several introductions to be made as we

         11  proceed with our business.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Seven?

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: We have several

         14  introductions to be made.

         15                 First of all, for the first time

         16  ever, we have the Parliamentary Secretary for

         17  Foreign Affairs of Japan Tommy Amagucci, and the

         18  Ambassador and Consul General of Japan, Takakasu

         19  Katamato.  I will ask them to please stand up and

         20  take a bow.

         21                 We will be hearing from them during

         22  Speaker's time in a few moments.

         23                 Wendell Foster has an introduction to

         24  make.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Thank you, Mr.
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          2  Speaker.

          3                 I'd like to introduce the Council to

          4  my colleague in the Bronx County, the Pastor of

          5  Memorial Baptist Church, Reverend Jay Albert Bush.

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: We also have

          7  representing the Governor, who may not be able to

          8  make the meeting, we have the Secretary of State

          9  Randy Daniels. He's been working very, very hard for

         10  all the people of the City of New York.

         11                 Thank you, Mr. Public Advocate.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you, Mr.

         13  Speaker.

         14                 We're at Land Use Call-Ups.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: M1290. ULURP

         16  Application Number 010484 ZSK, a special permit.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on a Call-Up

         18  vote.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: M1291. ULURP

         20  Application Number 010486 ZSK, a special permit.

         21                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on a Call-Up

         22  vote.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: M1292. ULURP

         24  Application Number 010026 MMK, a special permit.

         25                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on a Call-Up
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          2  vote.

          3                 May we have a roll call, please, on

          4  the three Land Use items, matter Call-Ups.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Would the

          6  clerk please call the roll at this time.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Abel.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Berman.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Carrion.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dear.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Eisland.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Eldridge.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fisher.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Espada.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Freed.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Golden.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koslowitz.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Harrison.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Henry.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koslowitz.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lasher.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Leffler.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Linares.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Marshall.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: McCaffrey.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Michels.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Miller.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: O'Donovan.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Pinkett.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Povman.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Robinson.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Robles.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rodriguez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL C CLERK: Sabini.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Spigner.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stabile.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Warden.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Watkins.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Wooten.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ognibene.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: The Speaker, Mr.

         10  Vallone.

         11                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Aye.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Forty-eight in

         13  the affirmative, nothing in the negative on the Land

         14  Use Call-Ups.

         15                 Now Communication from the Speaker.

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Yes, thank you, Mr.

         17  Public Advocate.

         18                 Are we having the podium brought

         19  forth?

         20                 My colleagues in the City Council,

         21  we're celebrating this week 5,762 years of recorded

         22  history. And in all those years of recorded history,

         23  no single act of terrorism can duplicate what

         24  happened to this City of ours, this State and this

         25  country just a week or so ago.
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          2                 Many, many heroes have come forth,

          3  not the least of which were the men and women of the

          4  Fire Department and the Police Department and

          5  Emergency Services, that rushed into the building as

          6  people were rushing out, many of which have never

          7  returned. The figures are upwards of close to 7,000

          8  now, of those who we believe with relative certainty

          9  will never come back. And while there are still

         10  rescue efforts underway as we speak, those rescue

         11  efforts will continue but the likelihood of life is

         12  getting dimmer and dimmer and dimmer, soon to be

         13  extinguished all together.

         14                 But that doesn't mean that the

         15  recovery efforts are not going to go on, they will

         16  go on. There are many unsung heroes, several of your

         17  colleagues have been in the middle of that district

         18  - Kathryn Freed, Margarita Lopez, districts in

         19  which were devastated where people were forced to

         20  move out, people still haven't returned. But New

         21  Yorkers, to the whole world, have demonstrated over

         22  and over again, never more so than now, that while

         23  you might be able to knock us down, you'll never be

         24  able to knock us out, and plans are now being made,

         25  not only to rebuilding and restructuring of that
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          2  area of our City, but to the rebuilding and

          3  restructuring of confidence not only in the City,

          4  but what this City and this State and this Country

          5  stands for.

          6                 Offers of help have come from all

          7  over the world. Funds have been established and set

          8  up to help in the City, the families of the twin

          9  towers, that's the Police and Fire and EMT officers,

         10  their children, and the State Relief Fund.

         11                 Offers have been coming from

         12  overseas, and a presentation is about to be made now

         13  from the Country of Japan, whose history has been

         14  very much related to the history of our country. And

         15  probably if there's anything that can be said, where

         16  out of every evil some good must come, it may very

         17  well be that good has come with the country of

         18  Japan, being a close ally and friend with our great

         19  country, the United States of America.

         20                 That being said, I want to call up

         21  the very high ranking officer, the Parliamentary

         22  Secretary for Affairs of Japan, Tommy Amagucci, and

         23  the Ambassador and Consul General of Japan Takakasu

         24  Katamato, to make a presentation of $10 million, $5

         25  million to the City of New York, and $5 million to
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          2  the State of New York. Accepting on behalf of the

          3  State will be Secretary of State Randy Daniels, and

          4  accepting on behalf of the City will be myself.

          5                 Mr. Secretary.

          6                 MR. AMAGUCCI: (Through an

          7  interpreter) Governor Pataki, Secretary of State

          8  Daniels, Mayor Giuliani, Speaker Vallone, all the

          9  members of the New York City Council and all the New

         10  Yorkers, thank you very much for your time today.

         11                 This has been such a tragedy for all

         12  New Yorkers which is beyond words. On behalf of the

         13  Japanese people, I would like to convey my sincere

         14  condolences and prayers to the innocent victims and

         15  their families, including those firefighters, police

         16  officers and rescue team members who were involved

         17  in this most horrible of tragedies.

         18                 The people of Japan are deeply moved

         19  by the brave activities of these dedicated rescue

         20  team members who have selflessly risked their lives

         21  without thinking of their own personal safety. These

         22  courageous acts will remain and stay in our memory

         23  for a long time to come.

         24                 Also, I am hoping that as many

         25  missing people as possible will be rescued.
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          2                 Now I would like to express my deep

          3  respect for Governor Pataki, Mayor Giuliani and

          4  Speaker Vallone, who have been in the forefront

          5  since the day of this tragedy for their strong

          6  leadership in this unprecedented crisis. Japanese

          7  people are also among the missing.

          8                 Once again, we'd like to thank you

          9  for your continued night and day rescue efforts.

         10                 I took control of the Japanese

         11  headquarters on this case in New York and every day

         12  I have inspected the scene of this devastation. I am

         13  firmly convinced that this terrorist act was not

         14  just an attack against the United States, but also a

         15  stock challenge against the entire international

         16  community. In that respect I was deeply impressed

         17  and agree with President Bush's speech of last

         18  night. We will strongly support the United States as

         19  an ally to fight against this terrorism.

         20                 As the Prime Minister announced the

         21  day before yesterday we are considering a series of

         22  things, including dispatching the self-defense force

         23  and providing emergency economic aid to Pakistan and

         24  India which support the United States.

         25                 With the most sincere and heartfelt
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          2  expression of our support and sympathies to these

          3  people, the Japanese government determined to make a

          4  donation in the total amount of $10 million of which

          5  $5 million will go to the New York State World Trade

          6  Center Relief Fund and $5 million to the Twin Towers

          7  Fund. I would like to humbly present this to you.

          8                 Although financial support cannot

          9  fill the void left by the absence of those loved

         10  ones, I hope that you will accept these two

         11  donations.

         12                 I also hope that they will be really

         13  helpful in conducting the rescue that is underway

         14  and rebuilding the City of New York. And also

         15  contributing to the future life of New York State

         16  and City.

         17                 I would like to mention that a large

         18  scale prayer ceremony for all the Americans and

         19  other people involved in this tragedy will also be

         20  held in Japan on the 23rd of September, in order to

         21  reconfirm the strength and bones of our alliance.

         22                 Although this was such a sad tragedy,

         23  I was truly impressed with the patriotism of the

         24  American people when I saw the stars and stripes and

         25  candles. I have no doubt that the spirit of
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          2  cooperation and friendship shown by New Yorkers

          3  during this tragedy will light the way to New York's

          4  revival and a bright future for the citizens of New

          5  York.

          6                 Thank you very much.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you. Thank you

          8  very, very much.

          9                 Randy.

         10                 MR. DANIELS: Thank you very much.

         11                 Secretary Amagucci, on behalf of

         12  Governor Pataki, and the people of the State of New

         13  York, we thank you, not only for this contribution

         14  to the World Trade Center Relief Fund, we thank you

         15  for the support of the government and the people of

         16  Japan.

         17                 Mr. Speaker, Mr. Public Advocate,

         18  members of the City Council, September 11th changed

         19  all of our lives. Our enemies thought that somehow

         20  we would falter. They thought that we would be

         21  divided. They thought somehow the world would not

         22  stand with us. They were wrong.

         23                 They were wrong because government

         24  and the people, regardless of political point of

         25  view or political party, have stood strongly
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          2  together. America is united, America is strong, and

          3  this evil will not go unpunished. The whole world

          4  stands with us. The world stands with us because the

          5  world was the target. More than 80 nations have lost

          6  citizens in this attack. The Country of Japan has

          7  lost over 100 people.

          8                 We all recognize today that terrorism

          9  can strike anywhere at any time, but we are not

         10  alone. We are not the only victims. The world was

         11  the target, the world was the victim, and the world

         12  will respond.

         13                 I am most pleased to stand here in

         14  this historic room with you today to see democracy

         15  in action, to see you return. Because one of the

         16  things that the terrorists wanted to see was to see

         17  government disrupted, to see our lives in turmoil.

         18  Your presence here today shows the strength of our

         19  institution, the strength of our country. It is the

         20  thing that we believe in, our faith in our country

         21  and our faith in our God, which gives us our

         22  strength, even more than our military might. Those

         23  things may come under attack, but no things can

         24  never be destroyed.

         25                 Our history is replete with examples
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          2  of trial and tribulation, but out of this tragedy

          3  there will come triumph. Out of the horror, there

          4  remains hope. We stand united as a people, and we

          5  look to all of you for the continued leadership you

          6  have provided for this City, this State and this

          7  nation.

          8                 God bless you all. God bless America.

          9                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you, Mr.

         10  Secretary. Thank you very much.

         11                 Thank you, Mr. Secretary. Thank you,

         12  Mr. Ambassador. We accept on behalf of all of the

         13  people of this City. We accept on behalf of all of

         14  the people of this great City of ours, all of the

         15  people of this great State of ours, and your words

         16  of encouragement and friendship will serve as a

         17  beacon of life and hope for the future. And December

         18  7th, 1941 will now be replaced with September 11th

         19  of 2001 as a day of uniting all the people, all the

         20  free peoples of the world, against the horror of

         21  terrorism.

         22                 Let this be a first step for the

         23  whole world to follow. Thank you very, very much,

         24  and God bless you, God bless your country and our

         25  country, too.
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          2                 Okay, if we can return to our seats,

          3  please, I have a few other announcements. Please

          4  return to our seats.

          5                 As you know, this Sunday there will

          6  be memorial services for those that were lost. That

          7  will be at Yankee Stadium, tickets are available,

          8  and also in Brooklyn and Staten Island at the new

          9  stadiums that were constructed. Any Council member

         10  who wants tickets for Yankee Stadium this Sunday,

         11  two tickets are available for each Council member.

         12  They are being handed out to you right now. If there

         13  is any problem, come to my office and see John

         14  Banks. So, if you have any problem, see John Banks

         15  in terms of the seating, or the seats.

         16                 In terms of communications, we still

         17  don't have our phones up, as you know, so we're

         18  making the best that we can do with the individual

         19  phones that we have. 250 Broadway is open but the

         20  phones are still not working. We hope to have that

         21  done within the next few days. Just try and keep in

         22  contact with our office as best as you can, through

         23  the one-unit phones that we now have available.

         24                 The only matter on today's agenda is

         25  the one that we had previously discussed, and that's
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          2  extending the Land Use Calendar by 30 days. So, if

          3  there is any questions on that, you can see June

          4  Eisland or any members of the Land Use staff.

          5                 June, do you want to?

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Yes.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Please.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: At this time

          9  I'd like everybody to just take a look at the

         10  preconsidered Intro. 977, which is a local law to

         11  amend the Charter of the City of New York to create

         12  -- I'm sorry, it's 977, which is sponsored by the

         13  Speaker, myself, Council Member McCaffrey, Sabini

         14  and Linares, in conjunction with the Mayor.

         15                 It's a local law in relation to the

         16  extension of Land Use review periods under the New

         17  York City Charter and the administrative code.

         18                 Obviously, due to the tragic events

         19  of this past week, the City Planning Commission was

         20  unable to meet.

         21                 In their absence there are certain

         22  Land Use items that would have been denied without

         23  this legislation extending the Land Use review

         24  period.

         25                 Can we have quiet, please?
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          2                 This can affect you in your local

          3  communities. This legislation is needed so all the

          4  issues concerning Land Use in the City can be heard

          5  to the fullest extent in the appropriate time frame.

          6                 The practicality of this is the

          7  following: that there will be a 30-day extension,

          8  and only for those items that were before the

          9  following bodies on September 11th. If there were

         10  items in front of the Planning Boards, the Borough

         11  Presidents' office or the Borough Board, the City

         12  Planning Commission, or the City Council, there will

         13  in fact be a 30-day extension for those items.

         14                 I think it's very important to note,

         15  this is the first and only time that the City

         16  Council has had to make this extension.

         17                 Since we received the powers from the

         18  defunct Board of Estimate, we have never, ever

         19  missed a deadline. I want to repeat that. We've

         20  never missed a deadline, nor had we voted on the

         21  Land Use Committee item in the middle of the night,

         22  as was the prior regular way of doing things.

         23                 I'd also like to take this moment to

         24  thank the Subcommittee chairs, both present and

         25  past, who under the last ten years of the aegis of
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          2  the City Council have participated in

          3  extraordinarily important roles as Subcommittee

          4  chairs - Walter McCaffrey, John Sabini, Guillermo

          5  Linares, Ken Fisher, Noach Dear, Virginia Fields,

          6  Tom Duane, Priscilla Wooten, Steve DiBrienza, Bob

          7  Dryfoos, and my predecessor Jerry Crispino.

          8                 Let me also note that the 45 days for

          9  the City Planning Commission and the Council are

         10  different from the extension of the 30-day period

         11  for the community boards and the Borough Presidents.

         12                 If there are any questions, now is

         13  the moment to ask them, because this will be voted

         14  on today.

         15                 Thank you very much.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         17  Councilwoman. That was on the Speaker's time.

         18                 We will now move to Discussion --

         19  forgive my microphone. Council Member Berman wants

         20  to see what real power is like, so he's asked to sit

         21  here for as long as I allow him to.

         22                 We will move to Discussion of General

         23  Orders.

         24                 If any Council Member would seek to

         25  be recognized for up to two minutes on any matter
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          2  pending today, please seek to be recognized.

          3                 Before that we will have a vote on

          4  the Land Use that Council Member Eisland just

          5  discussed.

          6                 Is the clerk prepared to call the

          7  roll?

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Eisland.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: The chair

         10  recommends an aye vote. I vote aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Pinkett.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Spigner.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Berman.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dear.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: O'Donovan.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Wooten.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: McCaffrey.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Linares.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sabini.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Warden.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Miller.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Carrion.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Abel.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dear.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR:  Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Wooten.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of 14 in the

         24  affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         25  abstentions, the items are adopted.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            32

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 Please sign the reports.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: All right,

          4  thank you.

          5                 Discussion of General Orders.

          6                 Would anyone like to speak on those

          7  very few items that are pending today before moving

          8  on?

          9                 Seeing no one, Report of Special

         10  Committees.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: None, sir.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Report of

         13  Standing Committees.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         15  Committee on Land Use. Preconsidered Intro. 977. The

         16  extension of Land Use review periods.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Coupled on

         18  General Orders with Message of Necessity.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         20  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         21                 M1279 and Resolution 2059. The

         22  appointment of Lee A. Mayersohn, New York City Tax

         23  Commission.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Committee on

         25  Rules, Privileges and Elections which was referred
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          2  to on August 22, 2001, respectfully.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: M1280 and Resolution

          4  2060, the appointment of Ben Celaj, New York City

          5  Tax Commission.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Coupled on

          7  General Order.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: General

          9  Order Calendar.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 942-A. General

         11  Corporation Tax and the Banking Corporation Tax.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Coupled on

         13  General Order.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 1147 and Resolution

         15  2061. ULURP Application Number C990066 PPR, Staten

         16  Island.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Coupled on

         18  General Order.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: SLR 24. Requesting the

         20  New York State Legislature to pass bills S.1439 and

         21  A.771.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Laid over

         23  again.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Resolution appointing

         25  various persons Commissioner of Deeds.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Coupled on

          3  general order.

          4                 At this time I ask for a roll call on

          5  all General Coupled Orders.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Would the

          7  clerk please call the roll.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Abel.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Berman.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Carrion.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dear.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Yes. May I be

         20  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Obviously we are

         23  here together in a time, which is interesting,

         24  coincides with the Jewish New Year, and where we

         25  pray and we ask for life, for health, happiness, and
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          2  I think also it's a time for reflection of bringing

          3  everybody together, and in the prayers that we

          4  recite, we talk about communities and other groups

          5  and people, and it's so nice to see that at least

          6  the good, the silver lining of the cloud is people

          7  came together from all walks of life. I would hope

          8  that we would continue that way.

          9                 On a special note, I just came from

         10  the home of one of the people who died, whose family

         11  is sitting Shiva now, and particularly I want to

         12  thank the Mayor and his office, the Police

         13  Department for doing a yeoman's job in this case,

         14  because in religious law they needed a determination

         15  by a court of Jewish law that the person was dead,

         16  and they needed some information, which they went

         17  out of their way so the family could have it. And

         18  there isn't many ways that we can console the

         19  thousands of families we have to console, so at this

         20  point from a personal perspective, and from the

         21  family's perspective, they asked me when I come here

         22  today to thank everybody for coming together and for

         23  helping them begin their healing process and their

         24  mourning process.

         25                 I want to wish everybody, we wish
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          2  everybody (in Yiddish) a good and healthy year.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: DiBrienza.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Before

          5  voting, if I may, without objection --

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: -- Vote on

          8  Land Use items. I vote aye.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Any objection?

         10                 Please.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Thank you.

         12                 And then let me proceed to vote aye

         13  on all coupled general orders. Thank you.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: I vote

         16  yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Eisland.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Eldridge.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Espada.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fisher.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Associating

         25  myself with Council Member Dear's eloquent comments,
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          2  I vote aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Freed.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Golden.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Harrison.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Henry.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koslowitz.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Leffler.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Linares.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Marshall.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: McCaffrey.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Michels.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Miller.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: O'Donovan.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: O'Donovan.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Pinkett.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Povman.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Robinson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Robles.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rodriguez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sabini.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Spigner.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stabile.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Warden.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Watkins.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Wooten.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Berman.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Wooten.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ognibene.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: The Speaker, Mr.

         10  Vallone.

         11                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Aye.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: The General

         13  Order Calendar, and the special Land Use Call-Up,

         14  were both voted, affirmative 44, with nothing in the

         15  negative, and no abstention.

         16                 To conclude the Stated Meeting, we're

         17  moving into General Discussion.

         18                 Or are there any Introduction and

         19  Reading of Bills, Mr. Speaker?

         20                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Yes, I'd ask that

         21  the bills be referred to the committees as indicated

         22  in your calendar. There are no immediate

         23  considerations, so at this point anyone can discuss

         24  anything they wish.

         25                 But I would like to begin that by
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          2  saying, you will notice a bill on that I've

          3  introduced today concerning a commission to oversee

          4  the reconstruction of Downtown Manhattan.

          5                 The purpose of my introduction is to

          6  focus the City's resources and energies into

          7  rebuilding our town.

          8                 I think you saw, those of you who

          9  watched the President of the United States deliver

         10  the message to Congress last night, in which both

         11  our Governor and our Mayor were honored, this City

         12  was honored, all the people in this City, the

         13  resources of this City, the way this City is rising

         14  again from the ashes, is a good indication to the

         15  rest of the world as to the vitality, the energy,

         16  the capacity that this great country of ours has.

         17                 It brings to mind December 7th, 1941,

         18  and those of us who grew up during World War II,

         19  what a terrible time that was. There was several

         20  thousand that died who were military personnel, and

         21  this country was on its knees. They said that too

         22  great evil powers were going to overcome us, that

         23  the whole fleet was destroyed. Boy, did the world

         24  find out that you don't mess with the United States

         25  of America. Not only did we rise, but we overcame,

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            42

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  and probably that's the reason why we live in

          3  freedom today, because of the dedication, because of

          4  the energy, because of the sacrifices made by men

          5  and women of this country of ours that can't be

          6  knocked out militarily, and certainly will never be

          7  knocked out spiritually and any other way.

          8                 This City, in every real respect,

          9  represented the entire country, represented the

         10  entire free world and what happened.

         11                 So the purpose of my bill is just to

         12  serve notice that we will utilize all of our

         13  resources for one purpose only, restructuring not

         14  only the structures that were knocked down, but also

         15  the confidence of our people and the will of our

         16  people and the resources of the greatest City in the

         17  world with more talent in it than the rest of the

         18  world.

         19                 So, we'll do that, and we will

         20  consult not only with the Mayor and the Governor,

         21  but with the State Legislature and everyone else, in

         22  an effort to marshal all of the forces that are

         23  necessary to rejuvenate, reinvigorate, rebuild,

         24  restore, recreate in the 21st Century, not only the

         25  world's greatest financial center, but the world's
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          2  greatest center of free people all over the world.

          3                 So, this is an introduction. We

          4  welcome any suggestions, conversations, amendments,

          5  there already have been many suggestions. We will

          6  have hearings in due course, and we'll monitor the

          7  daily events.

          8                 As I indicated earlier, rescue and

          9  recovery still goes on. That's the main

         10  consideration.

         11                 The debris alone that's to be removed

         12  is approximately another million tons, which you're

         13  talking about taking as long as another 200 days

         14  just to remove the debris. No one ever in their

         15  wildest imagination would ever think that such a

         16  thing was possible.

         17                 Whatever the physical tasks that are

         18  involved, that will be done, I assure you. It's the

         19  mental, the emotional, the spiritual that we will

         20  have to concentrate on, particularly the thousands

         21  upon thousands of families who are looking for some

         22  proof of their loved one's recovery, and that's what

         23  we're going to dedicate all of our talents to.

         24                 We believe that communications will

         25  be restored within a reasonable time, phone service,
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          2  more areas of Downtown Manhattan will be opened up

          3  as we go into the next couple of weeks and couple of

          4  months. In the meanwhile, we just have to pull

          5  together, sacrifice together, and work together.

          6                 Thank you very much.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you, Mr.

          8  Speaker.

          9                 Would anyone else seek to be

         10  recognized?

         11                 Council Member Leffler.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: My

         13  colleagues, I urge the Council to hold hearings and

         14  would like to state my intention to hold hearings on

         15  the implementation of security measures needed in

         16  the City in the wake of the recent World Trade

         17  Center catastrophe.

         18                 Given this tragedy, the need for

         19  better security in public areas has become even more

         20  important than ever before. There are a whole series

         21  of issues that should be reviewed and discussed

         22  regarding the need for better security.

         23                 The most important of these issues is

         24  the implementation of better safety measures.

         25                 When the Council is capable of
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          2  scheduling hearings again, I'm prepared to put

          3  together a list of public safety issues that should

          4  be looked at when considering how to better secure

          5  our City and protect our citizens.

          6                 The issues I wish to address are

          7  increased surveillance, increased patrols, decreased

          8  traffic and parking, reinforcement of buildings, the

          9  possible use of public announcements in public

         10  areas.

         11                 We held hearings in the Public Safety

         12  Committee a few months ago with respect to

         13  legislation that I introduced that would regulate

         14  the installation of surveillance cameras. I think

         15  this legislation is even more significant now.

         16                 Surveillance cameras involve issues

         17  of how they're placed, where they're placed, if

         18  there should be public knowledge of their placement,

         19  how they're maintained and used.

         20                 There's also an issue of cost to the

         21  City. The maintenance and use of surveillance

         22  cameras will have a cost that the next fiscal year

         23  budgets put together by the Council will have to

         24  address.

         25                 There's also a question of increased
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          2  patrols, particularly with the increased patrolling

          3  now being done in Manhattan, and the level of

          4  patrolling that we need in the outer boroughs.

          5                 As I said at our last meeting at the

          6  Public Library, a number of years ago --

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Ten seconds.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: -- Public

          9  Safety Committee considered holding hearings on

         10  terrorism. Now I think we should do it, whether or

         11  not the Administration comes to the meetings. We can

         12  have public security firms come in and present us

         13  with their ideas and scenarios for better security

         14  and safety in keeping with our free society.

         15                 I think that's one thing that we

         16  should hold hearings on and I'm prepared to do this.

         17                 Thank you very much.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Council Member

         19  Robles and Stabile.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Public

         21  Advocate, Mr. Speaker, let me just say, because as

         22  Chairman of the Health Committee I want to go on

         23  record, the Speaker and I have been visiting, we

         24  were at Bellevue Hospital, Metropolitan, we were

         25  visiting Kings County, we have been visiting the
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          2  public health facilities. I want to, on behalf of

          3  not only the Committee, but this Council, thank and

          4  say to the men and women of the New York City Health

          5  and Hospitals Corporation thank you for a job well

          6  done.

          7                 It's incredible how they came

          8  together in every single facility throughout the

          9  Corporation was standing ready to do whatever

         10  possible. You know, it makes me feel good because

         11  many of us on this side of the aisle, particularly

         12  in the Committee, fight every day to remind people

         13  how important the New York City Health and Hospitals

         14  Corporation means to our community, and I believe

         15  that the tragedy that took place last week just

         16  reaffirmed what we stood up to fight for, really to

         17  say thank you to those within the New York City

         18  Health and Hospitals Corporation.

         19                 And in spite of what people may

         20  think, what they see on television, we're constantly

         21  fighting the leadership of the Corporation. I want

         22  to thank Richard Roberts, the Chair of the Board of

         23  Directors, and all of its members, and President

         24  Luis Marcos and his leadership within the

         25  Corporation, because they really have come together,
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          2  and I know the Speaker and I felt that way when we

          3  visited.

          4                 I just want to end by saying that we

          5  were able to visit two police officers of the Port

          6  Authority, the Speaker and I, and one of them, while

          7  just began to speak, said to the Speaker, please

          8  tell them don't lose hope. I want to say don't lose

          9  hope to those men and women of the New York City

         10  Health and Hospitals Corporation, because so long as

         11  we're around, there was a pledge made, we will not

         12  be discussing privatization any longer --

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Ten seconds.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: -- At least

         15  until the end of the year. We will not be discussing

         16  about privatizing our police force in the

         17  Corporation, or for that matter our clinics. So,

         18  thank you for a job well done.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         20  Council Member Robles and Leffler.

         21                 Council Member Stabile.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: First of all,

         23  I would like to really say to the people of my

         24  district, which is pretty far away from Downtown

         25  Manhattan, the outpour of love and support and the
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          2  outpour of donations given by community groups has

          3  been overwhelming.

          4                 Several months ago I had proposed a

          5  bill and the bill never really went anywhere. Well,

          6  I wish the people in this Council would listen again

          7  to that bill. I asked for every time we give a

          8  parade permit, that the American flag must be

          9  present. I think if that bill came up today,

         10  everyone would support it, and I think the beauty of

         11  our flag and the beauty of what it stands for to

         12  everybody. Maybe it took a tragedy, an unbelievable

         13  amount of lives that are lost, but someone has to

         14  realize something, and even in my own family where

         15  my son-in-law's cousin was killed, one of the first

         16  firemen, he was a Chief, or a Captain, I'm not even

         17  sure, his children are still waiting at the door for

         18  him to come home. His three-year-old and

         19  five-year-old are waiting at the door for him to

         20  come home every night, and his wife is waiting.

         21                 Unfortunately, this is something we

         22  can't replace by money or anything else, but I just

         23  hope to God we just don't put up another monument or

         24  memorial, we have to rebuild those towers bigger and

         25  better, and show the whole world that we rise from
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          2  the ashes, and we are the greatest country in the

          3  world, and we are New York City, the Capitol of the

          4  world. And I mean that from my heart, that's not a

          5  political speech, it's a reality speech. We have to

          6  rebuild those towers and make them bigger and better

          7  to the future of our children.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

          9  Council Member Stabile.

         10                 Council Member Golden.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Thank you, Mr.

         12  Public Advocate.

         13                 I'd like to take this moment to thank

         14  the Speaker, my colleagues, the Mayor of this great

         15  City, the Governor of this great State and the

         16  President of these great United States, for their

         17  efforts that they have done to hurry to the aid of

         18  the City of New York and to the families of the City

         19  of New York that we have lost, and those from around

         20  the world. There's been an outpouring of support,

         21  not just from our communities, but they've been

         22  coming from outside of our communities from across

         23  the states. We've had tractor trailers coming in

         24  from Philadelphia and Chicago and Illinois, New

         25  Mexico, California, we've had tractor trailers
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          2  coming from Montreal, Canada. We've had phone calls

          3  in the BBC and others to come in to assist us.

          4                 I thank all of them that have stood

          5  by us, and I thank all of those community people

          6  that came forward to give blood, to give soda and

          7  water and food and medical supplies, and I thank all

          8  that have done so much for so little and to stand

          9  tall with our City and with the families that have

         10  lost loved members and loved ones.

         11                 I thank all of the City of New York

         12  and all those involved.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         15  Council Member Golden.

         16                 In order, Council Members Pinkett,

         17  Michels, and Clarke.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Mr. Public

         19  Advocate, I just stand to say that from the leaders

         20  of this City, from our State and nation, of course,

         21  and our Speaker especially, I noted with great pride

         22  and, of course, expectation, that they provided a

         23  beacon of leadership, they were present.

         24                 I also noted your presence among

         25  them, and other candidates as well.
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          2                 But the people I think we sometimes

          3  take for granted, and especially when we are talking

          4  budget and money, were out in the streets showing us

          5  who and what New York City is about, and those are

          6  the people that I think we ought to praise. Those

          7  were the people who were working 12 hours and 24

          8  hours and are still working to dig and to rescue and

          9  to remove the bodies of their colleagues, to restore

         10  this City and to give us the pride that we should

         11  have in being a part of New York.

         12                 I am not surprised at what happens in

         13  the Health and Hospital Corporation, neither is

         14  Council Member Robles, because we know the people

         15  who work there.

         16                 I'm not surprised that, for instance,

         17  the media told the story of working people for a

         18  change, because they had a chance to see what

         19  workers in this City can do and will do.

         20                 I was surprised when I got called

         21  from a colleague in Alabama who told me that in her

         22  City Council, they had a meeting and they voted to

         23  have their fire officers and their people come to

         24  New York City and help us because they wanted to do

         25  something to serve, to be a part of rescuing our
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          2  City and to be a part of building.

          3                 So, I would say again --

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Ten seconds.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: -- As I said

          6  last meeting, we owe a debt of thanks to all of the

          7  people, to the heroes from our City and from outside

          8  of our City, to the American people, to the people

          9  who will come from everywhere who will help us

         10  rebuild.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         13  Council Member Pinkett.

         14                 Council Member Michels.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Thank you,

         16  Mr. Public Advocate.

         17                 I rise, like my colleagues, to

         18  express my great admiration for the people who have

         19  worked so hard at Ground Zero and the people who

         20  went into the World Trade Center at the time this

         21  terrible trauma to our City occurred.

         22                 And I also want to pay tribute to my

         23  colleagues in the City Council, especially Margarita

         24  Lopez and Kathryn Freed, whose districts were so

         25  terrible devastated by what happened, and the work
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          2  they have done through these weeks, and the

          3  leadership of the Council for the work its done, and

          4  the Borough Presidents, who at the time of crisis

          5  gathered us all together to work so hard.

          6                 But we also should remember that we

          7  have firemen and the police officers who are serving

          8  12-hour shifts right now, and I think they should do

          9  what I have already done and should continue to do

         10  to visit firehouses, and visit the precincts, and

         11  tell them how much we care about them, because the

         12  one thing we have to do when they're giving so much

         13  of themselves is to keep the morale up, and that

         14  also includes the hospitals and everyone else

         15  involved whatsoever in this City should be spoken to

         16  and encouraged and thanked for the work they're

         17  doing. This is a terrible trauma and the only thing

         18  we've going for us is the spirit of the people of

         19  the City of New York, and we must keep this spirit

         20  up.

         21                 And I'm grateful to you, Mr. Public

         22  Advocate, for the leadership you have shown, and the

         23  leadership all of the elected officials have shown

         24  here, because we are not going to let this happen to

         25  this City, and we're going to rise, as they said,
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          2  from the ashes, and I'm not suggesting we change our

          3  name to Phoenix, but we should be rising from the

          4  ashes as New York City, and I thank you very much

          5  for all of the work that's being done, and this City

          6  has got to survive and we will survive with the

          7  people who make up this City.

          8                 We are not really building, we are

          9  flesh and blood and people who count, and that's

         10  what's going to make this City the best City in the

         11  world and continue to make it so.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         14  Council Member Michels.

         15                 Council Members Clarke and Berman.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you, Mr.

         17  Public Advocate.

         18                 I wanted to rise to congratulate and

         19  to thank the Manhattan elected officials, in

         20  particular, but most of all the two in who's

         21  district was most devastated because I know that in

         22  a time like this, that no one can go without working

         23  almost 24 hours a day, and I can understand the

         24  anxiety that we all feel, because there is a great

         25  loss in just about every community and throughout
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          2  the world, because the World Trade Center was an

          3  international place where people from everywhere

          4  came, and so we've lost people from everywhere. And

          5  while we're feeling the sense of unity and of love

          6  right now, I just wanted to remind everybody that no

          7  one group or no one religious group should be

          8  singled out as haters, because there are haters in

          9  just about every group, and wherever there are

         10  fringe persons, there will always be this kind of

         11  it, and for those of us who try to practice in

         12  private love and hate at home, our children see who

         13  we are and what we are, and so I am cautioning that

         14  if we want to have our City a place of unity, that

         15  we should single out no ethnic group community, or

         16  religious group, but that we all work together to

         17  stamp out the hate among us that could have caused

         18  this kind of ruin that we now see in the City of New

         19  York and it should never, ever happen again if we're

         20  united, and I thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         22  Council Member Clarke.

         23                 Council Member Berman.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Thank you, Mr.

         25  Public Advocate, my colleagues.
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          2                 I, of course, rise to echo the

          3  statement, the eloquent statements made by all of

          4  our colleagues here today, and join in the praise

          5  that has been appropriately given. But I think we'd

          6  be remiss if we did not make comment about the

          7  extraordinarily incredibly brave people on that

          8  plane that crashed in Pennsylvania, God knows where

          9  that plane would have otherwise gone, but I think

         10  that when the story of this time is ultimately

         11  written, that will go down as one of the most

         12  incredibly brave events of this time and I think

         13  that every person in this world who believes in

         14  freedom and believes in the strength of democracy

         15  owes those people who were in that plane an immense

         16  debt of gratitude for what they have done. They were

         17  not only brave, they were incredibly patriotic, and

         18  we should be grateful that people like that did

         19  exist.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         22  Council Member Berman.

         23                 If there is no objection, Council

         24  Member White would like to vote.

         25                 Council Member White.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Thank you, Mr.

          3  Public Advocate.

          4                 I would like to vote aye on the

          5  General Order Calendar.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: And Land Use.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Excuse me. On

          9  Land Use.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: That makes it

         11  45 to nothing.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 Anyone else seek to be recognized?

         14                 Mr. Speaker, do you want to make a

         15  comment?

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: If that's all, I

         17  would just like to ask everyone to stand, not only

         18  in memory of the thousands upon thousands whose

         19  lives were suddenly taken away from them this week,

         20  but also in the hope and prayer that we still may

         21  find some survivors, and also to commemorate the

         22  passing of two great New Yorkers this week, Louis

         23  Ruden and Archibald Murray. So that I would ask for

         24  prayers for all concerned and a moment of silence.

         25                 (Moment of Silence.)
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you, Mr.

          3  Speaker.

          4                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you.

          5                 (Hearing concluded at 2:30 p.m.)
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