New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Legislative Service Number:
LS No. 21509
Prime Sponsor:
Council Member Shanel Thomas-Henry
Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of transportation to install lighting under elevated train lines 
Submitted by:
Council Member Shanel Thomas Henry
Justification
New York City has the most robust subway network in the entire world. In parts of the city, specifically in the boroughs of Queens, Brooklyn, the Bronx, and Staten Island, the train infrastructure often rises feet above the ground, leaving behind spaces that are often dark, neglected, or dispirited, known as “El-spaces”. These spaces often contribute to blight in particular areas in many New York City communities. 
This legislation would require the Department of Transportation to assess the streets and sidewalks beneath elevated train infrastructure to determine whether lighting is needed. In areas where the Department determines lighting is needed, the Department must install lighting within 3 years. The findings would be compiled into a publicly available report submitted to the Council and posted online on the success of this effort.
By establishing a systematic process, this bill ensures that we first survey where lighting is needed and then address each concern by installing distinctive lighting infrastructure, making the spaces brighter and more inclusive. The measure will ultimately safeguard New Yorkers who rely on walking as their primary means of getting around their community.
For these reasons, I urge my colleagues to support this legislation.

