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INT. NO. 581:
By:
Council Members Provenzano, Comrie, Martinez, Weprin and Yassky (by request of the Mayor).

TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the electrical code.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends title 27 by amending subdivisions (a) and (c) of section 27-3010, subdivision (a) of section 27-3015, subdivision (b) of section 27-3018, subdivision (a) of section 27-3024, by repealing section 27-3025 and by adding a new section 27-3025.

BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS:
Today the Committee is conducting a hearing on Int. No. 581 which contains proposed changes to the City’s Electrical Code.  Local Law 64 of 2001 set in motion a process for the adoption of the National Fire Protection Association’s NFPA 70 National Electrical Code (NEC).  The NEC is developed for the purpose of safeguarding people and property from hazards that could arise from the use of electricity.  The City first adopted the 1999 version of the NEC, along with amendments, to meet any unique circumstances found in New York City.  The process requires that the NEC and any amendments to the NEC be approved by the Council by local law.

Prior to the passage of Local Law 64 of 2001, the Department of Buildings (DOB) convened two working panels to periodically review the NEC and to propose local amendments thereto.  The two panels are known as the Electrical Code Advisory Panel (ECAC) and Electrical Code Revision and Interpretation Committee (ECRIC).  These panels produced the amendments to the 1999 version of the Code which became law and have now produced the amendments to the 2002 edition of the NEC.  The proposed amendments to the 2002 edition of the NEC, were to be submitted to the Council by September 30th of 2003 for consideration.

Int. No. 581 contains the collection of these amendments, which are the result of the efforts of the two aforementioned panels.  The passage of Int. No. 581 will result in the adoption of the 2002 edition of the NEC along with the amendments to the document, which together are to be known as the Electrical Code Technical Standards.  In the future, whenever the NEC publishes a new edition, which usually occurs every three years, the Department of Buildings, through its advisory panel, will review the latest version of the NEC and develop any necessary amendments for the City, to be submitted for the review of the Council, to continue the process of upgrading the City’s Electrical Code.

Background

Local Law 64 of 2001

In late 2001, the City enacted Local Law 64 and set in motion a procedure whereby the City could implement a new electrical code based on a model code, specifically the NFPA 70, National Electrical Code (“NEC”).  The National Electric Code is a recognized document that is sponsored by the National Fire Protection Association and developed through a consensus standards development process approved by the American National Standards Institute.  The NEC is usually published on a three-year cycle and, according to the National Fire Protection Association, is developed in the interest of life and property protection.

The City first adopted the 1999 version of the NEC, along with amendments, to meet any unique circumstances found in New York City.  The 1999 NEC, as amended with the New York City amendments, constitute the new New York City Electrical Code.

Before Local Law 64 was passed by the Council, representatives of the public convinced the Council that the City’s Electrical Code was outdated and that the gap between the City’s Electrical Code and the standards of the electrical industry was widening.  These representatives also emphasized how passing this bill would facilitate the rebuilding of lower Manhattan, in particular.
  With the passage of Local Law 64, members of the public were invited to submit proposed amendments to the 1999 edition of NFPA 70, NEC to the Department of Buildings to reflect the needs of New York City.

Local Law 64 mandated that proposed amendments to the 1999 version of the NEC be submitted by the Commissioner of Buildings to the Council by September 30, 2002.  These proposed modifications were to accommodate the characteristics, peculiarities and nuances of the City that might affect any specific safety requirements for electrical work or electrical equipment for buildings and structures in our City.  Such amendments were to be considered by the City Council, and if passed, to become the Electrical Code Technical Standards.

Two panels were convened by DOB for the purpose of reviewing the 1999 version of the NEC, developing amendments to the NEC, and reviewing submissions in this regard, namely the Electrical Code Advisory Panel (ECAC) and Electrical Code Revision and Interpretation Committee (ECRIC), noted above.  The ECAC panel is composed of industry leadership, and the ECRIC panel is composed of technical experts.  The panels include members from the Department of Buildings, New York City Fire Department, labor unions, the real estate industry, manufacturers, and the design community.

The new Electrical Code incorporates technological advancements that have occurred over the decades since the City’s old electrical code was adopted, including low voltage systems, fiber optics, digital control systems, and solar and fuel cell technologies.

Local Law 41 for the Year 2002

In 2002, Local Law 41 amended the 1999 version of the Electrical Code to reflect the particular nuances and needs of the City as follows:

· Amendments to Chapter 1 established guidelines for large or unusual installations, and shortened the approval process.

· Amendments to Chapter 2 allowed flexibility for electrical system designers.

· Amendments to Chapter 3 related to certain requirements concerning particular methods of wiring.

· Amendments to Chapter 4 raised the model code’s standards for the manufacture of lighting fixtures to the level that is currently required in New York City, so that the City’s standards remain more stringent than national standards.

· Amendments to Chapter 5 addressed electrical work in areas and locations classified as special occupancies to ensure compliance with New York City’s building code and fire safety standards.

· Amendments to Chapter 6 related, in part, to the safety of elevators, wheelchair lifts, and swimming pools, as well as the wiring of electric signs.

· Amendments to Chapter 7 addressed emergency generators, transfer devices, low voltage wiring, and signal systems.

· Amendments to Chapter 8 related to emerging technologies and the safety of the installers of this technology.

Int. No. 581

Pursuant to the requirements of Local Law 64, proposed amendments to the 2002 edition of the NEC were to be submitted by the Commissioner of Buildings to the Council by September 30th of 2003.  These amendments, contained in Int. No. 581, contain modifications to the national standards to address the special requirements of building and construction in the City of New York insofar as those standards concern the design, installation, alteration and repair of electric wires and wiring apparatus and other appliances used or to be used for the transmission of electricity for electric light, heat, power, signaling, communication, alarm and data transmission.  The 2002 NEC, together with these local amendments, are to be known as the Electrical Code Technical Standards and will apply to work performed on and after January 1, 2004.

Int. No. 581 was delivered to the Council on September 25th in the evening and formally introduced at the Stated Meeting of September 30th, within the necessary timeframe of Local Law 64.  The full Council must vote on the bill within 90 days from the date of delivery which means that the Council by right must act by Tuesday, December 23rd.  However, since the last scheduled Stated Meeting is presently set for Monday, December 15th, the Council must act on this bill by December 15th.

Passage of this bill will continue the process begun with Local Law 64 for the year 2001 and Local Law 41 for the year 2002 and will help ensure that the City’s electrical code is updated regularly to incorporate any advancements in technology.  Afterwards, whenever the NEC publishes a new edition, usually once every three years, Local Law 64 mandates that the NEC be reviewed in order to develop any amendments for submission to the Council so as to “upgrade” our Electrical Code on a regular basis.  Thus, in the future, continuous updating of the technical standards will occur.

�  Virtually unchanged since 1968, the Electrical Code of the City of New York (Administrative Code §27-3001 et seq., also known as “the Electrical Code”) was in need of significant revision.  Those who worked with the City’s old Electrical Code on a regular basis had complained that the Code was outdated, lacked proper indexing and had become difficult to work with, particularly in comparison to the National Fire Protection Association’s NFPA 70, National Electrical Code (NEC), the recognized standard in the industry.  Consequently, the Department of Buildings (DOB), began in 1991 to met with electricians, real estate developers and others in the building and construction industry to develop a new Electrical Code that was easier to reference and use than the current Code at that time.
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