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          2                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: We're going

          3  to get started with this and hopefully everybody

          4  will be here by the time -- I'll try and read

          5  slowly.

          6                 Good afternoon. My name is Madeline

          7  Provenzano, and I chair the Committee on Housing and

          8  Buildings.

          9                 During this hearing we will consider

         10  proposed Intro. No. 581-A in relation to the

         11  electrical code. This is our second hearing,

         12  concerning this legislative issue. The first hearing

         13  was conducted on November 10th.

         14                 The Department of Buildings convened

         15  panels to review the 2002 addition of the National

         16  Electrical Code.

         17                 These two panels, known as the

         18  "Electrical Code Advisory Panel," and "Electrical

         19  Code Revision and Interpretation Committee," have

         20  recommended amendments to this current addition of

         21  the NEC.

         22                 This A version of Intro. 581 contends

         23  amendments and technical revisions that were

         24  approved by the ECAC panel, the ECRIC panel, and the

         25  Department of Buildings, and that were inadvertently
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          2  omitted from the original submission of the bill.

          3                 Passage of proposed Intro. No. 581-A

          4  will result in the adoption of the 2002 addition of

          5  the National Electrical Code and the amendments

          6  recommended by these panels. This legislation will

          7  help ensure that the City's Electrical Code is

          8  updated regularly to incorporate advancements in

          9  technology and will continue the process begun with

         10  Local Law 64 for the Year 2001, and Local Law 41 for

         11  the Year 2002, both of which addressed the City's

         12  Electrical Code.

         13                 I have a statement from Patricia

         14  Lancaster, the Commissioner of New York City

         15  Department of Buildings, which I will read.

         16                 Good afternoon, Chairperson

         17  Provenzano and members of the Committee on Housing

         18  and Buildings. My name is Patricia Lancaster, and I

         19  am the Commissioner of the City's Department of

         20  Buildings. Thank you for this opportunity to submit

         21  this written testimony in support of Intro. 581-A

         22  relating to the electrical code.

         23                 As you may be aware, since the last

         24  hearing of November 10th, 2003, several minor

         25  changes have been incorporated into Intro. 581, and
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          2  are reflected in the Intro. 581-A that you see

          3  before you.

          4                 The majority of these changes have

          5  been introduced for the sake of clarity, and do not

          6  change the meaning or substance of any part of this

          7  legislation. These modifications are generally the

          8  result of last minute editorial changes that were

          9  made by BEC and the Law Department in order to

         10  ensure uniformity throughout the document.

         11                 In addition to this, certain

         12  amendments to Chapter 7 (see appendix "A"), as well

         13  as the deletion of an amendment to subsection

         14  620.12(A), which had been reviewed and approved by

         15  the Committees, were not available for the original

         16  submission but have now been included.

         17                 As with Intro 581, this Intro

         18  reflects the work and consensus of the two

         19  Committees created to review the NEC and to propose

         20  appropriate local amendments - the Electrical Code

         21  Revision and Interpretation Committee and the

         22  Electrical Code Advisory Committee. As I stated

         23  previously, these committees involve representatives

         24  from all sectors of the electrical industry,

         25  including labor, real estate interests, the design
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          2  community, manufacturers, as well as the involved

          3  City agencies in order to ensure that input is

          4  received from all stakeholders.

          5                 Thank you for all your efforts and

          6  support.

          7                 That's pretty much it. We don't have

          8  any testimony on this because we pretty much covered

          9  it last time. I will introduce the members that are

         10  here. To my left we have Council Member James Oddo,

         11  Council Member Lew Fidler, Council Member Kendall

         12  Stewart, Council Member Tony Avella.

         13                 And we're waiting for one more

         14  person. And we are being joined by Councilwoman Gale

         15  Brewer. She is the hero today.

         16                 And we also have available copies of

         17  the new electrical code. They were all, all of the

         18  members had them at the last meeting, and they are

         19  available if anyone needs them.

         20                 Having said that, shall we take a

         21  vote?

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Madam Chair,

          8  may I be excused to explain my vote?

          9                 I'm particularly happy that the

         10  different aspects of the electrical industry, for

         11  example, labor, real estate industry, the design

         12  manufacturers, as well as City agencies, were all

         13  part of this coming together with this process, and

         14  I'm happy that we can bring all these departments

         15  together, the different agencies and so on, to make

         16  sure that we have a bill that is good for all of us.

         17  And with that, I vote aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of six in

         21  the affirmative, zero in the negative, no

         22  abstentions, the item is adopted.

         23                 Council members, please sign the

         24  Committee report. Thank you.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: I thank all
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          2  of you. I agree, and thank you for your statements,

          3  Kendall.

          4                 Oh, can we leave it open?

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Rivera.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Proposed Intro. 581-A

          8  is adopted by seven in the affirmative, zero in the

          9  negative, no abstentions.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Okay.

         11                 I just wanted to say, you know, these

         12  kinds of things we pass with very little fanfare but

         13  I think we have to realize how important something

         14  like this is, and it is a big accomplishment, not

         15  only for this Committee, but for the City of New

         16  York and for the Department of Buildings, that we

         17  now have an electrical code in place that will be

         18  revisited every three years and added to rather as

         19  what we had in the past, which was kind of a

         20  mish-mosh. So, thank all of you. And we also have

         21  Diana Reyna. Council Member Joel Rivera and

         22  Councilwoman Diana Reyna.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Reyna.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: I vote aye.

         25  Thank you very much.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Thank you.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote now stands at

          4  eight in the affirmative.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: If I can

          6  mention something? If I don't see anybody before the

          7  end of the week, happy Thanksgiving, and hopefully

          8  it will be a safe, memorable, delicious and

          9  enjoyable one. Thank you.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON PROVENZANO: Thank you,

         11  Council Member. And the meeting is adjourned.

         12                 (Hearing concluded at 1:35 p.m.)
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