Int. No. 1101

By Council Members Vacca, Chin, James, Koo, Lander, Mendez, Recchia, Richards, Rose and Gentile

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York and the New York city building code, in relation to voluntarily installed emergency power systems and natural gas usage.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1. Section 700.12 of section 27-3025 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 39 for the year 2011, is amended to read as follows:


SECTION 700.12

Section 700.12 - Revise [the fourth paragraph, add a new Exception] Section 700.12 to read as follows and delete the FPNs:

700.12 General Requirements. Current supply shall be such that, in the event of failure of the normal supply to, or within, the building or group of buildings concerned, emergency power shall be available within the time required for the application but not to exceed 60 seconds except that, where power for emergency lighting shall not be available within 10 seconds, storage batteries shall be used to provide power for emergency lighting within 10 seconds of such failure. The supply system for emergency purposes, in addition to the normal services to the building and meeting the general requirements of this section, shall be one or more of the types of systems described in 700.12(A) through (E). Unit equipment in accordance with 700.12(F) shall satisfy the applicable requirements of this article. 

In selecting an emergency source of power, consideration shall be given to the occupancy and the type of service to be rendered, whether of minimum duration, as for evacuation of a theater, or longer duration, as for supplying emergency power and lighting due to an indefinite period of current failure from trouble either inside or outside the building.

Equipment shall be designed and located so as to minimize the hazards that might cause complete failure due to flooding, fires, icing, and vandalism.

Fire, sprinkler, standpipe, smoke detection, oxygen, nitrous oxide and other alarm or extinguishing systems shall be connected to the line side of the service equipment and shall have separate overcurrent protection.

Exception: Such systems installed for local area protection only[,] may connect ahead of the supply area protect.

§2. Section BC 2702.1 of the New York city building code, as added by local law number 33 for the year 2007, is amended to read as follows:

2702.1 Installation. Emergency systems shall be installed in accordance with the New York City Electrical Code, NFPA 110 and NFPA 111[, and]. Systems relying on fuel supplies other than natural gas shall have an on-premises fuel supply sufficient for not less than 6-hour full-demand operation of the system. [However, for R-2 occupancies required to provide emergency power systems pursuant to the provisions of Section 403.11.2, and for voluntarily installed emergency power systems, natural] Natural gas from the public utility street main shall be permitted as fuel supply.

§3. Section BC 2702.1.2 of the New York city building code, as added by local law number 33 for the year 2007, is amended to read as follows:

2702.1.2 Capacity. The emergency power system shall have a capacity and rating that supplies all equipment required to be operational at the same time.

Exception: For buildings having occupied floors located more than 75 feet (22 860 mm) above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access and at least one elevator serving all floors, voluntarily installed emergency power systems may comply with Section 2702.4 in lieu of this section.

§4. Section BC 2702 of the New York city building code, as added by local law number 33 for the year 2007, is amended by adding a new section BC 2702.4 to read as follows:

2702.4 Voluntarily installed emergency power systems. Voluntarily installed emergency power systems shall comply with Sections 2702.4.1 and 2702.4.2.

2702.4.1 Required loads. Voluntarily installed emergency power systems shall be capable of providing emergency power to the following systems, where such systems are required by this code or otherwise installed:

1. Emergency lighting;

2. Fire alarm systems; and

3. For buildings having occupied floors located more than 75 feet (22 860 mm) above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access, at least one elevator serving all floors.

2702.4.2 Manual transfer switch. For buildings having occupied floors located more than 75 feet (22 860 mm) above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access and at least one elevator serving all floors, voluntarily installed emergency power systems may be equipped with a manual transfer switch for supplying power to at least one elevator serving all floors by shedding all other loads. 

§5. This local law shall take effect immediately.
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