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	The Council of the City of New York

Finance Division

Latonia McKinney, Director

Fiscal Impact Statement

Proposed Intro. No. 746-A
Committee: Consumer Affairs

	Title: A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to preventing the unauthorized practice of immigration law.


	Sponsors: Council Members Dromm, Chin, Ferreras-Copeland, Koo, Palma, Rodriguez, Rosenthal, Mendez, Menchaca, Cabrera, Williams, Rose, King, Levine, Levin, Koslowitz, Lancman, Johnson, Barron, Lander, Miller, Reynoso, Torres, Kallos, Vacca, Eugene, Cumbo, Salamanca, Maisel, Gentile, Grodenchik, Constantinides, Treyger, Gibson, Richards, Van Bramer, Cohen, Vallone and the Public Advocate (Ms. James) 


Summary of Legislation: The Department of Consumer Affairs (DCA) enforces City regulations relating to Immigration Assistance Service Providers, to protect consumers against the historically harmful practices of and similar fraudulent providers. Title 20, Chapter 5, Subchapter 14 of the New York City Administrative Code regulates Immigration Assistance Service Providers. This bill would amend Subchapter 14 to impose stricter guidelines for providers and further protect customers against immigration services fraud and unauthorized practice of the law. Providers would be required to include specific language in their contracts related to the provider’s duties and limitations, as well as the customer’s rights. Additionally, providers would have to post required signage in English, in the six most common languages spoken in the City, and in the languages in which they provide or offer to provide services. Providers would be prohibited from offering and providing services that should only be provided by an attorney, and from making statements that could lead a customer to believe that the provider is an attorney or an immigration expert. Additionally, this bill would require that DCA provide periodic reports to the Council with information regarding the number, type, source and result of complaints against providers. DCA would also be required to provide outreach and education to communities.
Effective Date: The local law would take effect 120 days after it becomes law.
Fiscal Year in which Full Fiscal Impact Anticipated: Fiscal 2019
Fiscal Impact Statement:
	
	Effective FY18
	FY Succeeding

Effective FY19
	Full Fiscal Impact FY19

	Revenues (+)
	$0
	$0
	$0

	Expenditures (-)
	$0
	$0
	$0

	Net
	$0
	$0
	$0


Impact on Revenues: It is anticipated that there would be no impact on Revenue resulting from this legislation.
Impact on Expenditures: It is anticipated that there would be no impact on expenditures resulting from the enactment of this legislation because DCA and MOIA are already doing a large amount of the required outreach and education, and would use existing resources to implement this local law.

Sources of Information:  New York City Council Finance Division 
Estimate Prepared by:
Aliya Ali, Senior Legislative Financial Analyst
                                                Jin Lee, Legislative Financial Analyst
Estimate Reviewed by:
Nathan Toth, Deputy Director, Finance Division




Crilhien Francisco, Unit Head, Finance Division
                                                Eric Bernstein, Counsel, Finance Division

Legislative History:  This legislation was introduced to the Council as Intro. No. 746 on April 16, 2015 and referred to the Committee on Consumer Affairs. A hearing on the legislation was held by the Committee on Consumer Affairs and the Committee on Immigration on November 17, 2016 and the legislation was laid over. The legislation was subsequently amended and the amended legislation, Proposed Intro. No. 746-A, will be considered by the Committee on Consumer Affairs on April 4, 2017. Upon a successful vote by the Committee, Proposed Intro. No. 746-A will be submitted to the full Council for a vote on April 5, 2017. 
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